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SkiHuer-Street,  Loudon. 


TO   THE 

RIGHT  HONORABLE 

HENRY   ADDINGTON, 

PRINCIPAL   SECRETARY   OF   STATE  FOR   THE   HOME 

DEPARTMENT, 


MY    LORD, 

For  the  high  accomphshments  your  Lord- 
ship is  so  well  known  to  possess,  and  for  the 
dignified  rank  you  now  hold  in  life,  in  conse- 
quence of  these,  your  Lordship  stands  in- 
debted to  the  early  cultivation  of  your  mind, 
and  to  the  paternal  care  and  instructions  of  an 
eminent  Member  of  that  respectable  estab- 
hshment  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
volume :  its  contents,  therefore,  cannot  fail 
to  interest  your  Lordship  in  no  common  de- 
gree, when  you  see  presented  to  you  a  picture 
of  some  of  his  compeers,  and  of  most  of  his 
successors.  But,  in  addressing  your  Lord- 
ship on  this  occasion,  I  have  another  and  a 
stronger  motive ;  your  Lordship  is  in  the  ele- 
vated situation  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
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nisters,  and  a  Legislator  of  your  country :  as 
such,  your  Lordship  must  be  aware,  from 
your  knowledge  of  the  state  of  pubUc  bodies, 
of  the  reformation  necessary  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  College,  agreeable  to  what  the 
lapse  of  time,  the  extension  of  science,  and 
the  different  circumstances  of  modern  so- 
ciety and  improvement  demand.  The  pro- 
minent defects  of  the  original  and  now  anti- 
quated charter  being  here  pointed  out  to 
your  Lordship,  I  have  no  doubt  your  Lord- 
ship will  feel  a  pride  in  bringing  forward  to 
the  eye  of  the  Legislature  a  subject  which 
once  placed,  as  it  ought  to  be,  on  a  liberal 
basis,  will  be  equally  for  the  dignity  of  the 
College  at  home,  for  its  respect  abroad,  and 
for  the  general  interest  of  every  part  of  the 
community. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
My  Lord, 

With  the  highest  respect. 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  Servant, 

THE  AUTHOR. 

London, 
March,  1817. 


PREFACE. 


X  HE  subject  of  this  volume  is  one  of  particular 
nicety  :  it  will  be  disliked  by  the  captious  critic,  and 
relished  only  by  those  of  liberal  minds  and  candid 
dispositions.  The  latter  will  not  say,  with  the  as- 
perity of  the  Cynic,  that  we  should  have  no  living" 
Biography,  because  it  cannot  always  be  strictly  im- 
partial. On  the  contrary,  they  will  be  satisfied  with 
partial  information,  where,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, more  cannot  be  expected. 

All  biography,  it  is  admitted,  is  written  not  for 
the  purpose  of  censure,  but  as  a  model  for  imitation, 
in  order  to  teach  our  successors  to  profit  by  our 
progress  in  life,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  our  ex- 
ample :  but  in  doing  so,  is  it  necessary  that  the  fail- 
ings of  character  should  be  as  prominent  as  its  per- 
fections ?  No !  if  it  is  true,  as  we  are  taught  in 
Scripture,  that  man  is  prone  to  evil  as  the  sparks 
fly  upwards,  the  exposure  of  imperfections  will  more 
engage  our  attraction  than  the  delineation  of  vir- 
tues. The  mind  will  lean  to  what  is  its  own  par- 
tialiiy  or  feeling,  and  as  the  sight  of  punishment, 
the  best  casuists  aflfirm,  hardens  g.uilt,  and  renders 
crimes  more   frequent   and   audacious,    so   it  has 
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been  the  boast  of  many  to  imitate  and  pride 
themselves  in  following  the  prejudices,  the  follies, 
and  even  vices  of  distinguished  characters,  vt^ithout 
having  sufficient  mind  to  enter  into  or  copy  their 
superior  qualities. 

In  the  following  volume,  our  object  has  been  to 
avoid  this  great  error  of  modern  biography,  while 
preserving   the   likeness  of  the  portrait,   to   deli- 
neate with  a  chastened  hand,  to  shew  the  merits, 
not  the  faults,  of  individuals,  and  from  these  esti- 
mable parts  of  character,  correctly  pourtrayed,  to 
induce  to  imitation   by  marking  out  the  progress 
and    circumstances    which    led   to    this    pre-emi- 
nence :  such  a  picture  will  be  relished  by  all  who 
have   a  respect  for  human   nature.     It  is   grati- 
fying to  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  will  be 
disliked  only  by  the  envious  and  malevolent,  who 
view  life  and  its  competitions  with  a  jaundiced  eye, 
and  every  character  through  the  medium  of  jea- 
lousy and   spleen.      Conscious   of  their   own   im- 
perfections,   such  characters  cannot  think  of  con- 
ceding to  others  what  they  do  not  feel  in  them- 
selves.    The  dispositions,   however,    of  such   men 
are  not  to  be  envied.     They  carry  perpetual  war  in 
their  own  bosoms.     What  can  be  more  gratifying 
than  to  admire  the  excellent  and  meritorious  con- 
duct   of   others,   and    to   appropriate  them  as  it 
were  to  ourselves  ?     Asa  part  of  human  nature,  it 
is  actually  admiring  ourselves  in  a  certain  degree  in 
others. 
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The  subject  of  the  following  volume  is  a  class  of 
the  community  distinguished  by  their  general  as 
well  as  professional  science,  more  than  any  other 
of  the  professions,  known  by  the  appellation  of 
Learned  Bodies,  correct  also  in  their  morals  and 
behavior,  more  than  any  other,  for  their  time  is 
too  much  occupied  to  lead  them  into  scenes  of 
temptation,  and  they  receive  too  often,  in  their 
painful  hours  of  attendance  on  the  sick  bed,  lessons  of 
morality,  which  teach  more  than  all  the  philosophy  of 
the  Schools.  There  is  no  set  of  men  also  to  whom 
the  community  is  so  much  indebted  for  the  most 
important,  humane,  and  disinterested  services. 

Indeed  the  life  of  a  fashionable  physician  is  one 
which  presents  a  picture  of  varied  fortune,  no  way 
flattering  to  the  gratitude  of  mankind.  However 
much  he  may  be  a  man  of  science  or  professi(mal 
acquirements,  patronage  or  mere  accident  is  too 
often  the  cause  of  his  rise  to  general  notice.  A 
high  connexion,  a  fortunate  cure,  or  some  lesser 
circumstance,  first  ushers  him  to  attention.  The 
race  thus  happily  begun,  he  pushes  regularly  on, 
and  from  one  distinguished  patient  passes  on  to 
another  (for  he  is  notv  the  talk  of  the  day),  till  he 
reach  the  climax  of  reputation  and  practice.  A 
few  years  continue  this  unceaf5ing  round  of  more 
than  busy  life,  of  feverish  agitation.  No  person  of 
note  is  sick  without  his  attendance,  and  cannot 
die  without  his  fiat.  His  decision  i^  fate — his  opi- 
nion unquestionable,  in  whatever  regards  the  state 
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of  health  and  disease :  but  how  soon  terminates  this 
grand  career !  The  sun  which  first  shone  on  him, 
and  elevated  him  by  its  patronage,  now  directs  its 
rays  to  some  new  individual,  who  immediately 
starts  into  his  place,  and  gains  that  hold  in  public 
favor  which  is  rapidly  lost  to  him.  He  then 
sinks,  in  a  short  time,  into  the  shadow  of  what  he 
was,  into  the  common  professional  line,  from  the 
altitude  he  had  attained.  His  chariot  is  no  lonsrer 
seen  at  every  titled  door,  nor  his  hand  longer  wea- 
ried with  the  obtrusiveness  of  fees  ;  and,  disgusted 
with  the  change,  he  passes  in  the  end  into  retire- 
ment, where,  if  he  has  not  been  prudent  in  the  hey- 
day of  his  career,  or  if  the  expenses  of  his  shewy 
establishment  have  equalled  his  receipts,  he  has 
both  difficulties  and  retrenchments  to  encounter  in 
the  evening  of  his  days.  To  him  may  be  justly 
applied  the  celebrated  lines  in  Jane  Shore: 

In  vain  he  may  look  back — in  vain  deplore ; 
He  sets  like  stars  that  fall  to  rise  no  more. 

Harder  a  great  deal  is  his  fate  than  that  of  the  em- 
piric :  his  nostrum  gains  him,  if  successful  for  a  long 
period,  fame  and  emolument.  When  it  sinks  in  pub- 
lic opinion,  he  is  not  tied  down  by  respectability  or 
consequence.  Like  the  chameleon,  that  changes  its 
hue,  he  changes  his  name  and  appearance,  and  comes 
before  the  public  in  a  new  shape  and  character,  where 
it  is  probable  he  is  equally  successful.     Neither  does 
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this  chequered  fortune  attend,  in  general,  the  other 
learned  professions.  The  counsellor  eminent  at  the 
bar  g-radually  passes  on  to  the  dig-nity  of  a  judge,  and 
ends  his  days  in  rank  and  opulence;  but  in  regard 
to  the  physician,  deserted  by  those  who  in  his  ze- 
nith could  not  exist  without  seeing  him,  to  whose 
whims  and  caprices  he  sacrificed  his  peace  and  his 
every  comfort  at  each  unseasonable  beck  or  call, 
they  forget,  perhaps,  now  that  they  have  taken  up 
another,  that  such  a  being  as  the  former  existed,  or 
consider  their  debt  of  obligation  sufficiently  repaid 
to  him,  by  his  having  had  the  honor  of  attending 
them. 

The  public  establishments,  instead  (as  they  are 
to  the  other  learned  professions)  of  being  a  source 
of  emolument,  are  to  the  physician,  on  the  contrary, 
a  source  of  gratuitous  labor  and  vexatious  attention : 
while  the  inferior  departments  of  such  establish- 
ments are  all  remunerated,  the  physician  is  the  only 
one  left  without  any  reward,  or  a  very  trifling  one. 
He  that  bears  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  is  the 
only  one  that  does  not  participate  in  the  harvest. 

The  medical  establishments  of  the  metropolis 
are  more  numerous  than  those  of  any  other  capital 
in  Europe.  By  these  is  annually  relieved  not  less 
than  a  twentieth  of  the  population  of  the  lower  or- 
ders,  and  a  sum  expended  on  them  to  an  enormous 
amount;  yet  of  this  how  little,  almost  nothing, 
comes  to  the  portion  of  the  physician  ;  and  yet,  by 
the  influence  of  the  physician  and  his  connexions. 


many  of  them  are  entirely  supported,  and  were  orU 
ginally  instituted.  Indeed,  their  exertions  to  in- 
fluence their  friends  in  raising  contributions,  and 
their  ingenuity  in  deriving  means  for  extending 
and  perpetuating  funds  for  these  benevolent  pur- 
poses, are  above  all  praise.  Hence  they  have 
an  undoubted  right  both  to  rank  high  in  society, 
and  a  fair  claim  to  whatever  exclusive  privileges 
they  possess. 

That  the  medical  chanties  of  the  metropolis  owe 
their  first  establishment  to  the  College  of  Physicians, 
is  beyond  a  doubt,  and  the  first  attempt  to  institute  a 
Dispensary  excited  such  an  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Apothecaries,  who  viewed  it  as  an  infringe- 
ment on  their  trade,  and  disregarded  the  idea  of 
public  good  as  a  minor  consideration,  that  it  gave 
rise  to  Dr.  Garth's  celebrated  Poem  of  the  Dispen- 
sary, an  admirable  satire  at  the  time  on  their  selfish 

conduct. 

But  if  the  medical  establishments  afford  so  little 
advantage  to  the  physician,  even  the  scientific 
ones,  with  which  he  is  connected,  labor  also  under 
restrictions  which  too  much  prevent  him  from  arriv- 
ing at  the  proper  dignity  and  importance  that  be- 
longs so  justly  to  his  character. 

For  highly  as  we  respect  most  of  the  members 
of  the  College,  and  consider  them  as  individuals 
worthy  of  every  claim  to  public  attention  and  re- 
spect, their  constitution  as  a  body  is  liable  to  serious 
and  insurmountable  objections,  in  cramping  both  the 


XI 


interests  of  science  and  the  real  improvement  of 
the  profession.  The  charter  which  instituted  them 
and  gave  them  their  authority  and  privileges,  was 
the  act  of  an  age  and  of  a  prince  that  possessed 
neither  the  liberality  of  science  nor  the  expansion 
of  ideas,  that  looked  forward  to  future  chancres 
and  improvements.  It  was  formed  merely  for  the 
meridian  of  that  day,  in  the  real  restriction  of  a 
corporation  spirit,  and  as  such  it  is  an  obsolete 
fabric  in  an  enlightened  age.  The  great  and  fun- 
damental objections  that  apply  to  it  are,  1.  the  limit- 
ing of  College  rank  as  the  privilege  of  exclusive  seats 
of  learning ;  2.  making  it  a  crime,  no  less  than  per- 
jury, in  any  of  the  Licentiates  attempting  an  inno- 
vation of  the  constitution ;  and,  3.  in  the  mode  of 
electing  the  President. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
observe,  that  the  English  Universities,  by  their  very 
foundation,  are  chiefly  intended  to  form  the  mind 
of  the  statesman,  the  lawyer,  and  the  divine,  that 
a  practical  art,  such  as  medicine,  never  entered  into 
the  original  views  of  their  founders,  and  the  mo- 
dern additions  of  Medical  Lectureships,  are  like 
putting  new  cloth  into  an  old  garment.  The  Me- 
dical Professors,  sensible  of  this  defect  of  their 
constitution,  confine  their  lectures  properly  to 
students  in  general  literature,  who  wish  that  orna- 
mental knowledge  which  belongs  to  the  scholar  and 
the  gentleman.  That  they  are  all  men  of  high  en- 
dowments, will  appear  in  the  following  Work,  but 
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they  cannot  be  answerable  for  the  defects  of  theif 
medical  institution,  which  even,  from  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  nature  of  their  Universi- 
ties, cannot  be  rectified. 

For,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  the  hospital  estab- 
lishments that  make  the  medical  School,  which  is  too 
limited  at  both  the  English  seats  of  learning,  and 
the  restrictions  of  the  University  do  not  allow  that 
extended  intercourse  with  society  which  the  study 
of  medicine  demands.  Besides,  the  expense  in  an 
English  University  does  not  always  suit  the  indivi- 
dual who  is  to  be  launched  early  into  the  world  in 
this  professional  character. 

This  being  the  case,  will  any  Fellow,  however 
attached  to  the  constitution  of  the  College,  pretend 
to  say  that  this  does  not  require  an  alteration? 
Would  it  not  be  justice  and  sound  policy  in  the 
Legislature,  that  that  University  which  has  bred, 
and  continues  to  breed,  almost  three-fourths  of  the 
members  of  the  College,  Fellows,  as  well  as  Licen- 
tiates, should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  by  the 
Legislature  as  the  English  Universities  ?  In  exa- 
mining the  present  List  of  the  College,  it  will  be 
found  that  out  of  87  Fellows,  more  than  one  half  have 
been  educated  at  Edinburgh,  and  of  187  Licen- 
tiates, there  are  not  30  who  have  not  received  their 
medical  acquirements  in  the  same  School.  On  the 
whole,  the  English  Universities  have  produced  ex- 
clusively but  a  small  number  either  of  Fellows  or 
Licentiates.      Is  it  to   be   supposed   then  that  if 
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an  application  were  made  to  the  Legislature  for 
giving  proper  medical  dignity,  equal  to  its  merit, 
to   this   University,  that  it   would   be  opposed   by 
any   of    those    who    received    the    benefit    of    its 
instructions?      In    that  case,  what   a  majority  of 
the  College  Members   would  be  favorable  to  this 
measure!      But   as  yet  little  gratitude    has   been 
shewn     by    the    Legislature     to     that    seminary, 
which  has  so  distinguished  itself  in  a  science  the 
most  beneficial  to  mankind,  and   to  which  some  of 
the  first  characters  in  Parliament  have  been  also  so 
much  indebted.     It  would  have  been  at  least  ex- 
pected  that  an  institution  that  produced  the  first 
and  greatest  number  of  pupils,   would  have  been 
placed  on  a  footing  with  the  University  of  Dublin ; 
the  one  being  the  chief  University  of  an  independ- 
ent kingdom,  entitled  by  its  union  to  an  equality  of 
privileges,  the  other  the  University  of  a  conquered 
country,    and  considered    merely    as    a    province 
however  respectable  its  inhabitants  for  genius  and 
talents.     The    students,    therefore,    of    Edinburgh 
should  have  a  right  to  be  received  ad  eundem  in  the 
English  Universities,  and  this  the   College  should 
have  granted,  or  made  such  an  application  them- 
selves for  It,  from  feelings  of  respect  and  gratitude. 
Nay,  IS   it  not   surprising   that  the    University  of 
Edinburgh  should  not  have  been  roused  to  assert 
its  own  rights,  and  to  claim  its  own  consequence 
and   pre-eminence?      Would   not    the    spirit   and 
independence  of  a  Gregory  have  been  well  exerted 
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in  contending'  in  this  honorable  cause,  and  taking  a 
lead  with  his  brethren  in  so  just  an  undertaking, 
by  representing  it  to  the  too  passive  members  of 
his  country  for  the  consideration  of  Parliament.— 
That  the  Legislature  is  satisfied  of  this  impro- 
priety of  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Enghsh  Univer- 
sities,  is  evident,  from  the  New  Lunatic  Bill,  which 
extends  the  choice  of  the  Commissioners  under  the 
new  act  equally  to  Fellows  and  Licentiates. 

In   the    Law,    the   Army,    and  the    Navy,    an 
education  exclusively  iu  Scotland,  has  proved  no 
bar  to  advancement.    Have  there  not  been  two  Lord 
Hi-h  Chancellors  who  have  had  the  whole  of  their 
literary  education  in  Scotland,  Lords  Rosslyn  and 
Erskine  ?     With  regard  to  the  navy  and  army,  the 
cases  of  the  highest  eminence  in  these  professions 
from  Scotland  are  too  numerous  and  notorious  to 
require  being  uamed.     In  physic,  on  the  contrary, 
no   one  whose  education   has  been  exclusively  in 
Scotland  can  by  any  chance  rise  to  the  head  of  the 
CoUeoe      On  the  contrary,  every  such  candidate  tor 
professional  eminence  must  fight  his  way  through  a 
systematic   disparagement,    operatmg  as   a   silent 
^persecution,  or  dead  weight,  as  it  were,  upon  men 
and  talent,  however  prominent  or  admitted,     it  it 
is  asked  how  it  comes  that  professional  gentlemen 
from  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  have  actually 
risen  to  such  eminence  in  this  metropolis,  the  answer 
is  that  it  has  been  in  spite  of  the  disparagement  at- 
tempted  to  be  thrown  on  them  by  the  College,  and 
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in  virtue  of  the  justice  of  the  English  nation,  afford- 
ing- redress  against  the  injustice  of  the  Enghsh  Col- 
lege of  Physicians. 

If  it  is  also  asked  why  those  of  the  Scottish  na- 
tion, who  wish  to  attain  to  the  highest  honor  of  the 
profession,  do  not  conform  to  the  required  condi- 
tions, by  qualifying  themselves  at  an  English  Uni- 
versity, the  answer  is  manifest :  they  have  institu- 
tions in  their  own  country,  which  have  produced  in- 
dividuals as  eminent  in  every  branch  of  science  and 
literature  as  any  in  the  world  ;  witness  Buchanan, 
Napier,  the  Gregories,  and  Maclaurin,  Arbuthnot[ 
Thomson,  Hume,  Robertson,  Blair,  &c.  &c.  and 
if  there  is  any  department  of  education  in  which 
this  country  particularly  excels,  it  is  that  of  medicine 
in  all  its  branches,  as  already  stated,and  so  well  known. 
Is  a  Scotchman,  therefore,  who  aims  at  excelling  in 
his  profession,  to  be  dragged  from  his  own  country, 
where  abundant  medical  education  can  be  acquired, 
to  qualify  himself  at  certain  distant  seats  of  learning, 
where  no  such  education  can  be  had,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  being  branded  with  the  stigma  of  inferiority  ? 
By  what  principles  of  law  or  logic,  upon  what 
grounds  of  right  or  reason,  can  such  injustice  and 
absurdity  be  vindicated  or  palliated? 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  if  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians were  to  be  thrown  open  to  the  numerous  can- 
didates  from  Scotland  who  are  qualified  merely  by 
such  professional  education  as  will  enable  them  to 
pass  an  examination,  without  those  scientific  and 
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literary  accomplishments  which  ought  to  grace  the 
Fellows  of  the  College,  this  body  would  lose  that 
lustre  of  general  learning  which  has  distinguished 
them  as  a  limited  and   select  body.     The  obvious 
cure  for  this  is,  that  the  candidate  for  examination 
should  be  required  to  produce  certificates,  not  only 
of  professional  but  of  general  education ;  and  if  it 
were  to  be  required  of  such  candidates  that  they 
must  have  attended  the  Greek  and  Latin  classes, 
the  mathematics,  rhetoric,  natural  and  moral  philo- 
sophy, at  some  of  the  Scotch  universities,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  door  would  be  sufficiently  narrow- 
ed for  their  admission  ;  and  thus,  that  an  examina- 
tion  in   general   literature   would   be  a  sufficient 

restriction. 

The  restriction   of  the  Licentiates  by  oath   on 
their   admission,  not  to  innovate  on  the  received 
order  of  things,  is  a  sort  of  Machiavelian  policy 
not  creditable  to  this  learned  body.     It  was  from 
this  restriction  the  celebrated  decision  against  the 
Licentiates  took  place  in  1797,  and  thus  a  question 
which   claimed   the   fullest    investigation,    and   m 
which   the    interests   of    the   community   were   so 
deeply  involved,  was  laid  to  rest  without  discussion. 
Thus  situated,  the  Licentiates  ought  to  pursue 
the  same  plan  of  union  that  marks  the  conduct  of 
the  College.     Having  no  regular  meetings  to  asso- 
ciate themselves  and  fraternize,  they  may  be  com- 
pared at  present  to  a  rope  of  sand,  while  the  Fel- 
lows  are  a  firm  phalanx,  attached  by  their  regula- 
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lions  and  interests  to  each  other,  and  standing 
always  on  mutual  defence.  The  Licentiates 
should,  in  the  same  manner,  concentrate  together, 
choose  a  President  of  their  own,  and  have  their 
own  meetings  and  intercourse,  not  with  any  view 
to  plot  against  the  College,  but  to  shew  their  own 
importance,  and  to  follow  up  that  consequence  and 
respect  they  possess  in  the  public  eye. 

It  is  true,  by  the  laws  of  the  College,  the  Presi- 
dent has  a  power,  once  in  two  years,  of  making  a 
Fellow  from  the  list  of  Licentiates,  one  of  approved 
behaviour  and  conduct.     This  is  an  insidious  trap 
to  preserve  the  constitution,  and  disunite  the  Li- 
centiates from  making  any  regular  opposition.    It  is 
the  true  political  maxim  of  divide  et  impera;   for, 
in  the  first  place,  it  is  rarely  exercised,  or  not  in 
that  manner  the  law,  as  originally  made,  intended  : 
and,  secondly,  when  exercised,  the  Licentiate  ad- 
mitted as  a  Fellow  is  rather  considered  as  of  an 
alien  breed,  and  viewed  as  a  bastard  that  partakes 
unjustly  of  the  legitimate  inheritance. 

The  last  and  a  most  prominent  defect  in  the 
constitution  of  the  College,  is  the  mode  of  electing 
the  President.  The  election  is  not  by  the  vote  of 
the  College :  it  is  limited  to  the  seven  oldest  Mem- 
bers on  the  list,  who  succeed  each  other  as  electors, 
on  a  vacancy  by  death,  and  who  are  taken  in  regu- 
lar routine,  without  any  one  being  passed  over  *, 

*  There  was  a  late  very  striking-  proof  of  this,  in  one  who  in  learn- 
ing and  talents  is  second  to  no  living-  Member  of  the  CoUeg-e,  whe- 
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unless  he  should  happen  to  be  a  quondam  Licen- 
tiate. 

''■' Thht  many  of  theni  are  men  of  high  abilities,  can- 
Vibt  be  doubted,  and  a  Milman,aBaillie,  and  a  Halford, 
do  honor  to  the  list.   But  a  case  may  be  put  where  the 
impropriety  of  this  part  of  the  constitution  will  ap- 
pear in  the  strongest  light,  and  to  the  conviction  of 
every  Member  of  the  College  himself.     Suppose, 
and  it  is  surely  possible,  that  from  being-  highest  on 
the  list,  the  seven  electors  are  men  of  the  lowest  ta- 
lents in  the  College,  and  out  of  these  inferior  mem- 
bers the   President,    the   representative,   must  be 
-chosen  :  suppose,  also,  that  the  most  inferior  of  the 
whole  is  chosen  to  the  office,  that,  stimulated  by  va- 
nity, he  lises  all  the  mean  arts  of  canvassing  for  the 
'dignity  which  secures  him  his  seat.     In  what  situa- 
tion does  the  College  then  stand  with  such  a  head? 
and  after  that,  will  any  man  of  superior  endow- 
ments and  high  reputation  think  it  worth  his  ac- 
cepting?     In  other  establishments,  this  is  provided 
for  by  the  choice  of  President  being  the  choice  of 
the  Members.     In  the  Royal  Society,  the  President 
and  the  Council  are  elected  by  the  Members.     But 
here  the  succession  to  be  electors  by  routine  is  a  dead 
weight  on  talent,  exertion,  and  improvement:  nay, 
the  President  once  elected,  generally  continues,  and 


ther  considered  as  a  practitioner,  a  public  instructor,  or  an  author. 
He  was  passed  over  as  an  elector  a  few  years  ago,  contrary  to  usage. 
He  had  originally  been  taken  from  the  body  of  Licentiates  speciaU 
gratia. 


the  only  way  of  getting  quit  of  him  is  by  thwarting' 
him  in  the  choice  of  his  officers,  and  thus  forcing 
him  to  resign.  h?^  .1   cr:  .-^    > 

''But  the  necessity  of  the  President  of  the  College 
being  a  man  of  high  endowments;  superior  talents,* 
and  dignified  consequence,  will  be  obvious,  wherT 
it  is  considered  that  he  is  associated  with  some  of 
the  first  characters  of  the  state  in  several  important 
public  trusts,  and  that  his  own  merit,  therefore, 
ought  to  stand  on  a  par  with  theirs,  and  should  confer 
dignity  on  his  situation,  rather  more  than  what  he 
derives  from  it.  This  we  have  seen  to  be  the  case 
with  a  Baker,  a  Milman,  and  some  others.  To 
avoid  the  degradation  of  the  College  then,  the 
election  should  be  placed  on  a  liberal  and  broad 

biisis.  :  0-:Q 

-'  The  powers  vested  in  the  College,  besides  the 
cognizance  of  the  profession  and  their  own  body, 
extend  to  the  licensing  of  private  madhoases,  and 
the  carrying  on  the  complete  establishment  of  vac- 
cination. The  act  estahhshing  the  first  of  these, 
was  too  limited  in  its  powers  to  answer  any  good 
purpose,  and  the  College  is  only  to  be  blamed  so 
fer,  that,  sensible  of  this,  it  did  not  apply  to  the 
Legislature  on  the  subject,  and  give  that  alarm 
'which  private  individuals,  zealous  in  the  cause  of 
humanity,  were  forced  to  do,  and  which  has  caused 
this  department  to  be  rescued  out  of  their  hands,  i 
^■^ia  regard  to  the  Vaccination  Board,  this  is  ra^- 
ther  an   unnecessary  establishment.     The  convic- 
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tion  of  the  utility   of  this   substitute  is  now   fully 
impressed  on  the  public  mind,  and  it  needs,  there- 
fore, no  Legislative   aid  to  support  it.     The  £700 
per  annum,   appropriated  for  this  purpose  to  the 
College,  is  rather  an  engine  for  the  influence  of  the 
President,  than  for  any  salutary  purpose.     Its  divi- 
sion  among   the   officers,    makes   a   scramble   for 
filling  the  places,  and  thus  defeats  the  interests  of 
science  and  the  preferment  of  merit. 
,  The  last  argument  I  shall  use  may  at  first  sight 
appear  paradoxical ;  but,  on  cool  and  candid  consi- 
deration,   will  be  found  substantially  fair.     It  is, 
that  the  greatest  hardship  of  all  is  upon  the  Fellows 
of  the    College   itself,  as  now    constituted.     Here 
are  a  set  of  gentlemen,  the  great  majority  of  whom 
are  men  of  strict  honor  and  liberal  minds,  who,  by 
the  Corporation  spirit,  inseparable  from  their  insti- 
tution, are  constrained  to  adopt  the  same  maxims, 
and  practise  the  same  arts,  as  the  lowest  tradesman, 
that  is,  from  considerations  of  self-importance  and 
self-interest,  to  maintain,  at  the  expense  of  all  that 
is  fair  and  liberal,  the  exclusive  advantages  of  their 
Corporation,  forgetting  that  the  College  was  created 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and  not  for  the 
aggrandizement   and   emolument  of  its  members. 
Tl^is  is  an  ordeal  of  virtue  to  which  human  nature 
ought  not  to  be  put;  and  I  am  convinced  there  is 
not  a  liberal  or  honorable  Fellow  of  the  College 
who,  on  coolly  weighing  the  subject,  will  not  see 
this  matter  in  the  same  light. 
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As  an  example  of  the  tortuous  policy  to  which 
this  Corporation  has  stooped,  to  maintain  their  ex- 
clusive privileges,  it  may  be  instanced,  that  the 
plausible  opening*  which  they  have  given  for  the 
admission  of  candidates  not  qualified  by  English 
education,  is  such,  that  it  is  always  in  their  power 
to  frustrate  it  by  some  cavil  or  artifice.  According- 
ly, none  have  ever  been  admitted  in  conformity  to 
their  bye-law,  and  I  predict  that  no  one  ever  will. 
It  was  by  making  the  most  of  this  specious  and 
hollow  law,  that  Mr.  Erskine  gained  them  their 
cause  a  few  years  ago,  by  employing  his  unparal- 
leled eloquence,  "  in  making  the  worse  appear  the 
better  cause." 

Thus  the  College,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Col- 
lege, are  two  separate  points.  This  justice  obliges  us 
to  state.  The  College,  or  the  individuals  who  com- 
pose it,  are  men  actuated  by  honorable  feelings,  but 
placed,  at  the  same  time,  by  this  illiberal  constitu- 
tion, in  the  most  awkward  situation,  as  now  noticed. 
They  are  solemnly  sworn  to  do  the  duties  of  their 
offices  according  to  the  principles  and  even  the  let- 
ter of  their  charter;  and,  as  men  of  honor,  they 
are  bound  to  obey  them,  however  rigorous.  They 
cannot  intrench  upon  what  is  not  altered  by  the 
Legislature  :  they  must  abide  by  the  existing  code 
formed  for  their  proceedings.  These  reflections 
made  by  us  are  not  against  the  individuals^  but 
against  the  hody  so  circumstanced. 

But,  however  averse   to   a  general  alteration  of 
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the  constitution,  certain  innovations  have  lately  been 
made  in  the  College  establishment,  which  tend  to 
lessen  its  respectability,  and  throw  discredit  altoge- 
ther on   professional   dignity.      No   one  formerly 
could  be  considered  as  a  member  of  the  College 
who  did  not  possess  medical  honors  from  the  Uni- 
versity, to  entitle  him  to   that  rank.     Either  me- 
dical honors  from  a  University  are  to  be  regardei^ 
as  the  finished   test  of  medical  education   and  ac- 
quirements, or  they  are  to  be  considered  as  nothing 
at  all.     If  this  new  division  of  inceptors,  as  they  are 
called,  proceeds,  one  half  the  Members  will  consist 
of  a  raw,  unfledged  race,  Piasters   of  art,   without 
any  medical  preferment  whatever;  and   yet  these 
men  are  to  rank  above  the  Licentiates,  who  have  all 
passed  their  highest  degrees.     What  a  monstrous 
incongruity!     The  person   who  introduced  such  a 
measure  could  only  do  it  for  some  selfish  purpose. 
He  could  never  have  the  interest  of  the  College,  nor 
the  preservation  of  its  dignity  in  his  view.     It  is  a 
measure  which  the  College,  as  a  body,  should  re- 
probate and  do  away,  for  it  is  not  defendable  by 
their  charter. 

V  These  observations  cannot  be  supposed  as  in- 
tended to  give  offence,  for  every  Fellow  will  him- 
self admit  their  justice,  and  his  only  plea  of  ex- 
cuse is  the  charter ;  though  no  one  will  be  first  to 
move  in  the  goodly  work  of  reformation,  a  thing 
so  devoutly  to   be  wished. 

So  long  as  tlie  present  system  continues,  the  Col- 
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lege  can  never  make  a  figure  as  a  learned  body. 
The  Licentiates  have  no  interest  in  adding  to  its 
reputation,  and  the  Fellows  are  too  few  to  give 
brilliance,  deep  science,  and  interest,  to  its  trans- 
actions, which  present  only  here  and  there  a  rich 
but  scattered  ray.  It  was  these  illiberal  restrictions 
that  perhaps  led  to  the  institution  of  the  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Society,  which  presents  an  assem- 
blage of  ta,lent  in  every  department  of  medicine, 
and  a  considerable  part  of  that  drawn  from  the 
College  to  enrich  another  soil.  Compare  the  trans- 
actions of  the  two  bodies,  and  let  impartiality  hold 
the  scale.  It  is  lucky  for  this  Society  that  their 
charter  was  refused  them,  and  that  they  stand 
above  the  narrow  trammels  of  Corporation  rights. 
Would  it  not  then  be  for  the  interest  of  science 
and  professional  dignity  and  consequence,  that 
the  jarring  atoms  of  which  the  College  is  at 
present  composed,  should  be  harmonized  into  one 
whole,  having  all  the  same  interest,  the  same  at- 
tachment, and  the  same  equality  of  rank.  In  this 
case,  the  powers  granted  them  by  the  Legislature 
would  not  be  too  great,  for  then  they  would  be  ex- 
ercised with  liberality,  and  tempered  with  mildness. 
The  President  would  not,  which  may  be  possible, 
be  the  President  of  two  electors,  and  chosen  by  his 
own  casting  vote,  but  the  individual  selected  would  be 
the  President  of  the  body. 

It  may  be  objected,  perhaps,  by  some  to  the  pre- 
sent publication,    that   many  of  the  Memoirs   are 
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trivial  and  uninteresting.     To  this  it  may  be  an-5 
swered,  that  the  work  is  to  be  taken  as  a  whole, 
not  as  a  part.     That  though   uninteresting  to  the 
man  of  science,  or  the  philosopher,  the  most  trivial 
of  them  may  have  its  value  to  the  invalid  or  the 
professional  character.     The  victim  of  chronic  dis- 
ease who  has  tried  the  round  of  eminent  physicians 
and  received  no  relief,  will,  with  an  eager  curiosity 
and   interest,  peruse  the   account  of  an  individual 
who,from  particular  opportunities  of  study  or  walk  of 
practice,  gives  him  a  prospect  of  procuring,  under 
his  care,  the  boon  of  health.     In  the  same  man- 
ner, the  professional  man,  who  meets  in  consultation 
one  whom  he  has  not  formerly  been  in  the  habit  of 
seeing,  will  be  anxious  to  know  his  education  and 
studies,  to  ascertain   how  far  he  can  depend  upon 
him  as  a  man  of  information  and  science. 

Another   objection    has,    we   understand,    been 
urged  by  some,  that  the  individuals  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  are  not  public  characters,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  to  be   brought    forward  to    public 
notice.      The   reverse  of    this,    however,    is   pre- 
cisely their  situation.     If  any  set  of  men  deserve 
the  appellation  of  public  characters,  it  is  certainly 
the  College  of  Physicians.     Are  they  not  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  health,  and  for  what  were  their 
exclusive  privileges  granted  them,  but  for  this  ho- 
norable and  important  office  ?     Are.  not  the  dearest 
interests  of  society  placed  under  their  care?  and  is  it 
not  fit  that  the  public  should  know  that  they   are 
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all  good  men  and  true,  worthy  of  the  confidence  so 
amply  reposed  in  them  ?  They  are  not  private 
dealers,  who  traffic  in  particular  manufactures. 
The  subject  of  their  employment  is  one  in  which 
society  is  deeply  interested,  and  which  calls  for 
wisdom,  knowledg-e,  and  sound  judgment  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  it.  Nay,  so  far  do  they  stand  as  public 
characters,  that  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  they 
can  refuse  their  attendance  when  required,  if  their 
demand  is  acceded  to,  without  some  strong  and  sa- 
tisfactory cause. 

Another  reason  may  be  here  stated  for  the  pre- 
sent work  is,  that  no  profession  requires  so  much 
judgment  in  conducting  its  practice  as  medicine. 
Every  thing  depends  on  the  knowledge  and  good 
sense  of  the  physician.  In  the  law,  the  practitioner 
is  tied  down  by  his  Statutes  :  in  the  church,  the  di- 
vine is  restricted  to  certain  doctrines,  termed  sound, 
or  orthodox;  but  in  physic,  all  depends  on  the 
individual  himself,  and  the  conception  he  takes  of 
the  case,  which,  if  erroneous,  may  be  fatal  to  the 
unfortunate  patient. 

But  however  proper  these  reasons  may  be  for  the 
present  publication,  Living  Biography  will  be  ad- 
mitted a  nice  and  delicate  task,  to  avoid  giving 
offence  from  the  different  impressions  which  the 
same  sentiment  will  convey  to  different  minds  actu- 
ated by  different  feelings.  The  law  of  libel,  as  laid 
down  by  Lord  EUenborough,  is  certainly  a  just  one, 
that  wit  and  humour,  and  every  species  of  ridicule  or 
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criticism,  may  be  employed  with  impunity,  in  im- 
pugning opinions;  but  whatever  attaches  to  injure 
the  moral  character  of  the  man,  is  then  the  fit  sub- 
ject of  an  action.  A  decision  somewhat  different  from 
this,  however,  has  been  given  by  another  Judge,  that 
whatever   renders  a  man   ridiculous,   exposes   the 
writer  to  prosecution.      Whoever  reflects  on  this 
last  opinion,  as  it  respects  subjects  of  medicine,  will 
find  it  an  improper  one,  and  against  the  best  interests 
and  the  very  welfare  of  the  community.     Ridicule 
will  be  allowed  to  be  the  strongest  weapon  to  refute 
what  is  erroneous.     It  is  like  the  two-edged  sword, 
which  cuts  in  every  direction,  and  the  wounds  from 
which  are  felt  with  the  keenest  anguish.     Opinions 
in  medicine  are  not  like  opinions  in  the  other  learn- 
ed professions  :  they  are  fraught  with  danger  to  Hfe. 
Thousands,  by  pursuing  them,  may  fall  the  victims 
of  their  improper  application.     Not  so  in  law,  an 
error  here  goes  only  to  the  loss  of  a  few  pounds, 
which  may  be  recovered.     In  the  same  way,  a  he- 
retical doctrine  from  a  divine  affects  only  a  part 
with  which  we  are  as  yet  unacquainted,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  which  looks  forward  to  a  distant  day ; 
but  in  physic,  the  erroneous  doctrine,  if  followed, 
has  immediate  force,  and  its  fatal  consequences  are 
rapidly  felt.      Hence  the   most  effectual  weapon 
should    be  employed,    wherever   discovered,    and 
without  delay,  to  subdue  it ;  and  none,  certainly,  is 
so  much  so  as  ridicule.     A  distinction,  therefore,  is 
properly  to  be  made  between  the  person  and  the 
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doctrine,  but  against  the  latter  every  opposition  of 
arg-ument,  of  wit,  and  of  satire,  has  a  right  to  be  em- 
ployed as  a  bounden  and  imperious  duty.  Better 
that  one  should  be  made  the  sport  of  his  theories, 
or  false  opinions,  than  thousands  perish.  How  many 
hme  fallen  victims  to  the  Brunonian  system  im- 
properly applied !  Hardly  a  pupil  of  that  theorist, 
bat  will  recollect,  with  regret,  the  numerous  fatal 
cases  which  have  occurred  in  his  hands,  many  of 
which  his  experience,  at  a  later  period,  displays  to  his 
awakened  conviction,  might  have  been  saved  by  a 
better  plan. 

In  the  following  Memoirs,  occasional  observa- 
tions will  be  found,  tending  to  improvement,  in 
many  parts  of  medicine,  arising  from  the  line  of 
practice  which  is  the  particular  object  of  the  indivi- 
dual ;  so  that  it  is  not  entirely  confined  to  a  dry  de^- 
tail  of  facts.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  author 
also  to  have  subjoined  a  Pharmacopoeia  extempora- 
nea,  taken  from  the  prescriptions  of  the  College 
Members,  so  as  to  mark  what  is  peculiar  in  the 
modus  prescribendi  of  each  individual.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  work,  however,  precludes  this,  at  pre- 
sent, but  it  is  intended  to  follow  out  the  plan  laid 
down,  should  the  present  volume  meet  a  favorable 
reception. 

slii^rpna  the  manner^  in  which  it  has  been  com- 
J)OSed,  ihere  cannot  fail  to  be  many  inaccuracies?: 
these,  however,  w  ill  be  excused,  when  the  difficulty 
is  consideied,  which  must  ever  attend  the  execution 
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of  such  a  work.  Since  its  commencement,  no  less 
than  nine  individuals  have  paid  the  debt  of  nature  : 
several  of  these  full  of  age  and  honors,  and  who 
have  left  a  reputation  not  soon  to  be  forgotten  ; — 
viz.  Dr.  Lettsom,  Dr.  Sequeira,  Dr.  Denman, 
Dr.  Squire,  Dr.  Jackson,  Dr.  Clarke,  Dr.  Sat- 
terly,  Dr.  Bland,  and  Sir  I.  Pennington. 

After  these  remarks,  we  shall  briefly  conclude, 
by  obseiving,  that  in  whatever  way  the  following 
Work  is  written,  taking  it  with  all  its  accumulated 
errors  on  its  head,  and  whether  it  please  or  dis- 
please, from  the  colors  in  which  the  pictures  it  pre- 
sents are  drawn,  this  merit  it  has  a  full  right  to 
claim,  that  it  holds  out  to  every  professional  cha- 
racter three  important  objects,  that  cannot  fail  to 
excite  both  his  interest  and  curiosity,  for  it  traces, 
with  fidelity,  first  the  education  or  opportunities  of 
professional  improvement  of  each  individual;— 
2dly,  it  marks  the  steps  of  his  progress  or  profes- 
sional career ;  and,  lastly,  it  appreciates  his  labors 
to  the  community  as  a  literary  character,  or  as  zea- 
lous in  the  establishing  or  conducting  institutions 
calculated  for  public  benefit. 

The  Author,  therefore,  conscious  of  the  recti- 
tude of  his  intentions,  sends  forward  his  Work 
with  the  confidence  that  it  will  meet  the  indul- 
gence of  all  those  who  prefer  the  pleasing  side 
of  human  nature.  It  has  ever  been  his  wish 
to  view  mankind  through  that  medium  ;  and  he 
who  does  so   will  meet  in  the   course  of  life,  he 
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is  satisfied,  from  his  own  experience,  with  more 
to  approve  than  to  condemn.  On  some  occa- 
sions, he  confesses  he  has  reprobated  medical 
opinions  which  he  did  not  altogether  approve, 
and  which  he  deemed  injurious  to  the  commu- 
nity ;  but  in  no  case  has  he  called  in  question 
the  moral  or  professional  conduct  of  any  indi- 
vidual. In  the  words  of  a  French  author,  he 
may,  therefore,  say — 

Va  raon  livre,  prend  ta  fortune. 
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be  understood ;  and  their  claims  to  confidence  rest 
on  common-place  opinion  alone.     When,  however, 
we  consider  the  important  task  that  devolves  to 
their  charge  ;    and  that  the  health,  nay,  even  the 
life,  of  every  individual  that  employs  them  is  placed 
in  their  power  :  that  on  their  knowledge  and  exer- 
tions, on  their  discrimination  and  judgment,  the 
fate  of  our  nearest  and  dearest  ties  depends,   it  is 
certainly   for  the  advantage  of  society,  that  their 
characters  and  intrinsic   worth  should  be   weigh- 
ed, and  the  public   enabled  to' make   that  selec- 
tion,    which   their  interest  and   feelings   will   na- 
turally  lead    them    to    do.      Were    such   a   task 
properly  executed,   medical  reputation  would  not 
stand,  as  at  present,  on  the  adventitious  circum- 
stances of    connexion,    recommendation,    and   all 
those  little  arts  employed  to  attract  public  notice. 
Merit  alone  would  here  lead  to  preferment,   as  in 
every  other  profession;   and  neither  the  carriage 
nor  sumptuous  establishment  be  reckoned  the  pass- 
port to  practice.      But  in  the  medical  profession, 
besides  merit,  there  are  other  accessary  accomplishr 
ments,  which  will  carry  their  weight  also  in  a  pa- 
tient's eye.— A  sick  bed  is   a  scene  of  pain  and 
distress.      The  feelings  are  harassed:  the  disposi- 
tion tried.     The  person  who  is  to  be  the  harbinger 
of  health  ought  not  to  approach  it  with  the  indiffer- 
ence of  a  philosopher,  or  the  meretricious  sympathy 
of  a  hireling.     He  ought  to  be  the  gentleman  in 
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hit  manners,  and  the  man  of  tenderness  and  feeling 
in  his  general  deportment.     The   true  character  of 
a  physician  is  vveil  depicted  by  the  late  Professor 
Gregory,    of   Edinburgh,    in    his    work,     entitled 
"  The  Duties  and  Qualifications  of  a  Physician," 
in  which  he  has  expatiated  largely  on  the  subject. 
Though  we  should  not  wish  to  try  the  members  of 
the  College  by  this  rigid  standard,  yet  we  have  the 
satisfaction  to  say,  that  there  are  a  number  among 
the  leading  individuals  of  this  learned   body,    who 
by  no  means  fall  short  of  the  picture  drawn  by  this 
able   writer — who    are   real  ornaments   to  society; 
and   distinguished    for   their  science,    accomplish- 
ments, and  manners,  in  a  superior  degree,  as  already 
stated,  to  what  the  other  learned  professions  can  boast. 
The  delineation  of  such  characters,  as  it  presents  the 
fair  side  of  humanity,  cannot  fail  both  to  interest 
and  please.    At  the  same  time,  in  the  present  work, 
it  is   not  our   intention   to  outstep  the  modesty  of 
nature,  but  to  bestow  on   each  individual  his  fair 
estimate  :  for,    to    use  the  words  of  a  respectable 
member  of  the  College,  we  are  aware,    '*  that  the 
"  characters  of  professional  men  suffer  as  frequently 
"  from  the  too  great  zeal  of  their  friends,  as  from 
"  the  malignity  of  their  enemies."     Nor  are  we  less 
sensible  of  what  has  been  urged  by  the  selfish  voice 
of  prudence,  that   "  there  is  an   impropriety  in  the 
"  giving  any  thing  in  the  way  of  biographical  me- 
"  moirs  during  the  life  of  a  person."   Such  a  remark, 
however  just  in  regard  to  a  private  individual,  by 
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no  means  applies  to  a  public  character.     The  pub-; 
licity  in  which  he  is  professionally  placed  raises  him 
on  an  height  for  observation  and  criticism.     It  is  a 
tax  he  owes  to  public  confidence  ;  and  a  tax  where 
he  feels  his  conduct  correct,  he  ought  not  to  refuse 
to  pay.     The  moment  he  wishes  to  resist  public 
opinion   and  inquiry,  that  moment  he  ought  to  be 
no  longer  an  object  of  public  regard.     In  the  pre- 
sent work,  if  It   is  not   intended  "  to  extenuate," 
neither  is  it  meant  to  "  set  down  aught  in  malice."    . 
It  is  the  author's  object  and  wish, as  aheady  noticed, 
rather  to  praise  a  virtue  than  find  out  a  blemish;  for 
to  strike  out  the  fair  medium  where  curiosity  ought 
to  end,  and  which  public  confidence  solely  demands, 
is  the  aim  of  the  publication.     To  these  obvious  rea- 
sons in  favour  of  the  delineation  of  public  characters, 
another  strong  one  may  be  added— that  the  defer- 
ring it  till  the  grave  has  buried  both  the  virtues  and 
vices  of  the  owner,  is  putting  it  out  of  his  power  to 
amend  or  improve  the  latter,  or  to  carry  the  former 
to  higher  perfection.     A  remembrance  of  what  we 
have  been  is  of  less  consequence  than  the  picture 
of  what  we  are  at  present.     The  pencil  here  gives 
an  interesting  colour  and  glow ;  but  after  death  it 
presents  only  the  faint  and  sombre  shade,   which 
friendship  may  trace  with  a  sigh,  but  which  public 
feeling  will  no  longer  regard.     Living  biography 
then  is  the  spur  on  the  worthy  to  farther  perfection, 
and  in  the  faulty  and  vicious  to  improve  and  amend. 
The  man  distinguished  for  the  Mens  conscia  recti 
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and  who  has  nothing  to  hide,  will  be  ever  a  friend 
to  such  delineation.  It  is  only  those  who  feel  a 
blemish  that  can  object,  or  who 'are  praised  for  a 
virtue  they  are  conscious  they  do  not  possess ;  but 
even  in  the  latter  case  it  may  prove  a  stimulus  to 
them  to  endeavour  to  attain  it. 

But  such  a  delineation  of  the  members  of  the 
Colleg'e  is  called  for  on  another  ground.  By  their 
charter,  and  thefoandation  of  their  establishment,  the 
government  of  the  profession  in  the  metropolis,  as 
mentioned  in  another  place,  is  placed  under  their  spe- 
cial jurisdiction,  andthey  form  forthis  purpose acourt 
of  record,  with  exclusive  official  powers.  Is  it  not  fit 
then,  that  the  profession  in  general  should  know 
something  of  those,  to  whom  they  are  thus  taught  to 
look  up  and  to  regard  as  superiorly  gifted?  Is  it  not 
fit  that  they  should  be  acquainted,  whether  their  me- 
rits correspond  to  their  authority  ? 

Besides  all  this,  it  may  be  farther  observed, 
that  the  professional  merit  which  attaches  to  the 
individuals  here,  has  not  the  same  opportunities  of 
shewing  itself  and  rising  to  eminence,  as  attends 
that  of  the  Law  and  the  Chus'ch.  It  is  not,  like 
them,  placed  as  on  a  beacon  for  public  observation, 
interest,  and  criticism;  and  the  first  medical  abili- 
ties too  often  languish  unknowinr/  and  imknowH, 
The  talents  of  a  Culien  owed  their  elevation  to 
chance :  for  an  unlooked  for  and  fortunate  patron- 
age first  placed  him  in  the  academic  chair,     IJad  it 
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not  been  for  this,  perhaps,  of  him,  as  of  many  others, 
might  be  quoted  the  celebrated  hnes  of  Gray — 

"  Full  many  a  flow'r  is  born  to  bloom  unseen, 
"  And  waste  its  fragrance  ou  the  empty  air." 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  still  farther  added,  that  th6 
individuals  of  the  medical  profession  are  entitled  to 
a  higher  merit,  and  of  a  peculiar  kind,  which  does 
not  "belong-  to  the  others.  It  is  a  profession,  the 
exercise  of  which  is  not  attended  with  the  most 
pleasing  inteicourse.  It  views  human  nature  in  its 
most  disagreeable  and,  too  often,  fretful  moments, 
when  it  is  almost  impossible  to  please,  and  too  often 
sure  to  offend,  even  by  its  best  services.  So  true  is 
Johnson's  elegant  picture  of  it  expressed,  that  it  is 
"  A  melancholy  attendance  on  misery,  a  mean  sub- 
"  mission  to  peevishness,  and  a  continual  interrup- 
<*  tion  to  rest  and  pleasure." 

For  these  reasons,  medical  biography  we  consider 
as  a  proper  tribute  of  respect  to  the  meritorious  part  of 
the  College  ;  that  the  public  may  know  their  worth, 
feel  the  importance  of  their  services,  and  fully  ap- 
preciate their  claims  on  popular  favour,  confidence, 
and  preferment,  as  they  oughi. 

But  though  this  may  be  the  case  so  far  as  regards 
the  p'-actice,  yet  the  subject  of  medicine,  c.;nsider- 
ed  as  a  science,  is  one  superior  to  smy  other,  and 
tends  more  to  exalt  the  mind  to  liber:^  tind  extend- 
ed views  of  human  nature.  It  is  the  one  best  fit- 
ted to  inteiest,  to  divest  the  feelings  of  prejudice, 
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and  to  form  both  the  moralist  and  philosopher. 
In  the  state  in  which  it  is  accustomed  to  view  and 
study  man,  it  lays  aside  all  the  adventitious  quali- 
ties, all  the  meretricious  ornaments,  which  fortune 
or  favor  may  confer.  It  levels  distinctions,  and 
views  even  *'  a  Csesar  as  cold  dumb  clay,"  a  mass 
of  matter,  which  shews  no  difference  in  its  compo- 
sition  from  that  which  forms  the  vilest  of  the  vile. 
When  it  proceeds  further,  it  contemplates  that 
matter  as  the  seat  of  animation,  and  it  is  led  to 
draw  a  line  in  its  examination  between  animation 
itself,  which  it  sees  consist  in  certain  movements 
and  actions,  and  that  unseen  principle  which  gives 
it  origin,  which  eludes  detection  in  its  embodied 
form,  and  which  the  pride  of  science  must  stoop  to 
acknowledge  is  past  finding  out,  and  refer  alone  to 
'  one  great  and  unknown  first  cause. 

Thus,  though  the  physician  cannot  go  so  far  as 
the  Confessor  of  Louis  the  XlVth,  who,  in  reply  to 
that  King's  mistress,  questiouijig  his  consequence, 
arrogantly  observed,  that  he  held  her  God  every 
day  in  his  hand,  and  saw  her  king  at  his  feet,  yet 
he  may  go  the  length  of  the  latter  part,  and  say, 
that  under  d.sease,  the  Prince  is  equally  as  the  pea- 
sant, subservient  to  his  dictates,  and  more  so  we  be- 
lieve, at  all  times,  to  the  physician  than  the  priest. 

Viewing  medicine  then  in  this  important  light, 
we  become  naturally  interested  in  the  merits  of  its 
Professors,  and  particularly  of  those  who  take  a 
lead  both  in  its  science  and  practice. 
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SIR  HENRY  HALFORD,  Bart.     ^-^^^    A 

FELLOW  OF   THE    ROYAL    COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICLIXS; 

AXD    PHYSICTAN    TO    THEIR   MAJESTIES  AND    THE  i 

PRINCE  REGENT.  \ 

XN  the  metiical  profession,  nothing  so  soon  smooths  the 
road  to  success  as  connexion  :  but   that  connexion  must  ■ 

be  kept  permanent  by  exertion  and  abilities.     Where  it  is  ; 

confined  to  the  higher  circles,  the  physician  that  depends 
on  it  requires  all  the  advantages  of  address  and  manners, 
which  can  enable  him  to  look  grave  at  whim  and  caprice; 
and   can  give  importance,    plausibility,  and  fascination,  i 

even  to  the  long-winded  detail  of  nothing.  The  respect- 
able individual  that  now  claims  our  attention  is  a  strong 
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instance  of  the  commanding  influence  which  may  be 
gained  by  the  qualities  stated ;  and,  though  high  in  pro- 
fessional merit,  he  knows  too  well  the  value  of  the  acces- 
sary accomplishments  to  depend  on  it  alone. 

Dr.  Vaughan  (now  Sir  H.  Halford,  in  consequence  of 
the  name  and  succession  to  his  deceased  relative)  is  de- 
scended from  a  respectable  family  in  Leicestershire,  and 
received  his  first  education  at  Leicester.    His  professional 
acquirements  were  afterwards  conducted  at  Oxford,  where 
he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  preparatory 
to  his  entering  upon  business,  and  was  elected  a  Fellow 
of  the  College  in  1794.     His  first  debut  in  practice  was  in 
London  ;  when  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  gain  the  hand 
of  the  Honourable  Miss  St.  John,  sister  to  Lord  St.  John; 
by  this  connexion  he  became  imiaediately  introduced  into 
the  first  circles  of  rank  and  fashion.      A  man   of  Dr. 
Vaughan's  merit  and  address  seldom  needs  but  an  intro- 
duction, and  that  once  obtained,  his  progress  meets  no 
obstacle.     A  short  time  saw  him  at  the  pinnacle  of  prac- 
tice,  filling  the  place  a  Warren   had  done  before,  with 
more  feeling  and  propriety  than  what  marked  that  too 
sordid  character.     He  was  now  appointed  Physician  to  his 
Majesty :  and  the  first  medical  honours  Avere  within  his 
reach.     The  succession  to  his  relative,  and  the  elevation 
to  a  baronetage  by  royal  favour,  while  it  rendered  him 
more  independent,  did  not  lessen  his  attention  to  business; 
and  the  calls  of  patients  were  not  unattended  to,  though 
the  fees  were  now  no  object  of  consideration. 

But  the  last  attack  of  his  Majesty's  illness  has,  perhaps, 
shewn  Sir  Henry's  address  and  talents  to  more  advantage 
than  his  preceding  history.  The  medical  attendance  on  the 
royal  sufferer  has  generally  been  directed  by  the  minis- 
terial influence  of  the  day.  The  authority  of  Lord  Thur- 
low,  in  his  first  illness,  committed  him  to  the  charge  of 
Dr.  Willis,  whose  system  of  coercion  was  carried  on  in  his 
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own  way,  while  the  other  physicians  were  mere  lookers 
on.     The  severity  of  this  half  medical  character  made  a 
powerful  impression  on  the  royal  mind ;  and  the  name, 
after  his  recovery,   vibrated  on  his  nerves  with  a  harsh 
recollection,  which  he  could  at  all  times  ill  disguise,  when 
pronounced  before  him.     The  character  of  the  minister 
who  recommended  him,  and  the  physician  himself,  seems 
to  have  been  cast  in  the  same  stern  mould.    In  the  present 
attack,  the  removal  of  Dr.  Willis,  and  the  recollection  of 
past  severity,  gave  a  new  feature  to  the  medical  attend- 
ance.    Sir  Henry  took  a  lead  in  the  arrangements ;  and 
conducted  himself  with  that  delicacy,  prudence,  and  good 
sense,  as  to  gain  equally  the  esteem  of  the  Queen's  cabi- 
net, as  of  the  opposition  at  Carlton  House.     As  a  mark  of 
the  Prince's  sentiments  and  favour,  he  was  appointed  one 
of  his  physicians  in  ordinary,  and  equally  preferred  in  his 
attendance  upon  him,  as  he  had  been  upon  the  Sovereign. 
The  case  of  his  Majesty   was    one   of  that    doubtful 
nature,  on  whish  no  accurate  prognosis  could  be  formed. 
For  a  long  time,  prudence  required  that  the  physicians 
should  lean  to  the  favourable  side ;  and  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  the  nation  were  equally  interested  in  their  deci- 
sion.    The  former  history  of  the  complaint,  the  natural 
constitution  of  the  royal  sufferer,  were  circumstances  in 
favour  of  amendment ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  age  of 
the  patient,  and  his  peculiar  feelings  and  situation  as  a 
sovereign,  unaccustomed  to  controul,  equally  preponder- 
ated on  the  other  side.     So  long  as  hopes  could  be  cbe- ' 
rished,the  physicians  were  bound  to  hold  out  a  favourable 
issue  to  the  wishes  of  the  nation,  and  not,  by  ill-timed 
anticipation,  to  throw  a  gloom  over  the  thinking  part  of 
the  state,  till  time  had  prepared  them  for  the  event.     The 
business,  therefore,  under  Sir  Henry,  was  conducted  with 
much  prudence  and  judgment ;  and  the  examination  of 
the  physicians  shewed  much  cordiality  of  opinion,  and 
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matured  consideration.  The  political  arrangements  that 
have  since  taken  place  have  discovered  the  advantage  of 
this  temporizing  plan,  which  it  was  found  essential  to 
pursue ;  and  the  plain  dealing  of  a  Baillie  was  even  har- 
monized into  this  courtly  line  of  behaviour  at  the  time. 

The   continuance  of  the  present  ministers   in  power 
may  be  considered  as  owing  in  part  to  this  circumspect 
behaviour  of  the  physicians,  which  did  not  even  at  the 
last  entirely  banish  the  ray  of  hope,  or  preclude  the  idea 
that  the  Sovereign  might  be  brought  forward.     Sir  Henry 
thus  shewed  himself  equally  adroit  as  a  courtier  as  emi- 
nent as  a  physician,  and  now  stands  at  the  acme  of  royal 
favour,  as  he  formerly  did  in  public  estimation.     As  a 
proof  of  this,  he  was  the  chosen  attendant  selected  on  the 
Prince's  melancholy  visit  to  St.  George's  chapel;  and  the 
report  made  of  the  discoveries  there  he  has  published  in  a 
well-written  pamphlet,  which  has  excited  much  attention. 
It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  is  his  only  publication,  and, 
from  its  subject,  it  is  certainly  interesting,  though  com- 
posed on  the  spur  of  the  moment.     It  is,  indeed,  a  matter 
of  serious  loss,  in  a  scientific  point  of  view,  that  physicians 
in  extensive  and  high  practice  are  so  occupied  Avith  the 
pursuits  of  business,  as  not  to  be  allowed  leisure  to  hand 
down  those  observations  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
disease,  which  their  nice  discrimination  and  enlarged  ex- 
perience enable  them  to  make.     The  maladies  of  people 
of  fashion  employed  at  one  time  the  pen  of  Tissot ;  but 
since  that  period  no  physician,  who  has  had  such  full  op- 
portunities, has  enlarged  or  improved  the  subject.     Sir 
Henry,  indeed,  published  his  Harveian  oration,  delivered 
before  the  College  of  Physicians :    the  subject,  however, 
is  one,  which  is  rather  a  matter  of  duty  than  inclination. 
His  oration  breathes  the  true  spirit  of  classical  lore;  and 
shews  that  its  author  walked  not  idly  in  the  academic 
shades  of  Oxford,  but  there  acquired  that  foundation  of 
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Attic  taste,  which  requires  only  opportunities  to  do 
him  credit.  His  prescriptions  display  the  correctness 
and  neatness  of  Latinitj,  for  which  those  of  the  late 
Dr.  Reynolds,  were  likewise  distinguished. 

Though  preferred,  by  royal  favour,  to  the  dignity  of  a 
baronet,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  medical  honours  go 
no  higher.  There  is  certainly  no  just  reason  that  they 
should  be  restricted  to  the  baronetage  alone,  and  a  limit  put 
to  farther  preferment.  Medicine  is  a  department  equally 
useful  and  honourable  as  the  other  departments  of  the  Law 
or  the  Church.  The  preservation  of  the  body  is  equally 
necessary  as  that  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  or  even  an 
attention  to  the  immaterial  part.  With  most  persons  the 
body  is  the  principal  consideration,  at  least  it  is  that  one  with 
which  the  enjoyment  of  life  is  most  intimately  connected. 
Why,  therefore,  should  not  its  professors  be  entitled  to 
equal  consideration  and  respect  as  the  other  learned 
bodies.  How  far  a  lord  could  with  propriety  take  a  fee, 
it  may  be  matter  of  doubt ;  but  custom  would  reconcile 
that,  as  every  thing  else. 

It  is,  indeed,  to  be  regretted,  that  such  meagre  re- 
muneration should  attend  this  department — I  again 
assert,  the  most  useful  of  all  others;  and  that  one  which 
bestows  the  first  of  blessings,  health,  should  be  viewed 
in  so  inferior  a  light.  It  is  on  this  account,  that  many 
of  the  first  characters  have  been  induced  to  give  it  up, 
and  attach  themselves  to  Politics,  to  the  Church,  or  the 
Law.  Lord  Glenbervie  was  originally  bred  to  Medi- 
cine, but  forsook  its  thorny  path,  leaving  his  friends 
Dr.  Saunders  and  Sir  W.  Farquhar  to  climb  the  hill 
of  their  ambition  alone.  Dr.  Holland  wisely  left 
the  College  for  the  Church,  at  the  suggestion  of  his 
father-in-law.  Lord  Erskine,  then  Lord  Chancellor; 
and  had  the  ministry  of  the  Talents  not  had  a  premature 
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late,  would  ere  this  time  have  been  elevated  to  the 
spiritual  peerage.  Sir  J.  Mackintosh,  late  Recorder  of 
Bombay,  and  now  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
found  Medicine  a  barren  field,  but  has  reaped  a  harvest 
in  the  department  of  the  Law.— Many  other  instances 
might  be  adduced. 
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DR.  WILLIAM  SAUNDERS,      /W^cuJ- 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS ; 
PHYSICIAN  TO  HIS  ROYAi.  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE 
REGENT;  AND  LATE  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  GUY'S 
HOSPITAL. 

J_  O  contemplate  the  labours  of  a  well-earned  life,  in  the 
evening  of  retirement,  is  the  enviable  satisfaction  of  few, 
though  to  be  desired  by  all :  and  the  respectable  indivi- 
dual, the  subject  of  this  memoir,  can,  in  his  quiet  retreat 
in  the  country,  look  back  with  the  calmness  of  philosophy 
on  the  bustling-  scene  he  has  left,  and  observe  the  conduct 
of  those  who  are  pursuing  the  same  track,  and  climbing, 
with  various  success,  the  steep  and,  too  often,  craggy  path, 
that  leads  to  reputation  and  fortune  in  Medicine. 

Dr.  W.  Saunders  is  a  native  of  the  North  of  Scotland, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  nativity  he  received  the 
rudiments  of  classical  learning,  and  those  other  branches 
preparatory  to  professional  studies.  The  department  of 
Medicine  being  his  favourite  pursuit,  at  a  fit  age  he  was 
sent  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  where  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Cullen  then  filled  an  academic  chair.  It  was  the  pe- 
culiar anxiety  of  this  distinguished  character,  with  a  view 
to  spread  his  opinions,  to  select  those  pupils  as  his  favour- 
ites who  were  most  marked  for  their  abilities,  their  in- 
dustry, and  popularity.  Dr.  Saunders  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  of  this  selection — a  proof  of  the  high  opinion 
thus  early  entertained  of  his  merit,  and  to  live  with  him 
in  the  most  intimate  footing,  as  an  associate  and  friend. 
Under  so  eminent  a  tutor,  and  so  particularly  sharing  his 
esteem.  Dr.  Saunders  could  not  fail  to  make  a  rapid  pro- 
gress in  his  profession.     He  accordingly  took  his  degre« 
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in  1766,  as  Doctor  in  Medicine,  with  much  credit ;    and 
published   a  Dissertation  on   Antimony,   shewini;   great 
chemical  knowledge  and  research.     Thus  finished  in  his 
professional  attainments,  he  looked  forward  to  the  capital 
as  the  land  of  promise,  and  a  settlem.  nt  here  was  the 
first  object  of  his  ambition.     He  accordingly  commenced 
practice,  and  was  equally  fortunate  in  his  outset,  by  form- 
ing a  similar  connexion  with  Sir  G.  Baker,  President  of 
the  College,  as  he  had  done  with  his  former  tutor.     Sir 
George  was  then  engaged  in  his  celebrated  Dissertation 
on  the  Devonshire  Colic,  the  source  of  which  he  referred 
to  an  impregnation  of  lead.      To  establish  this  fact,  the 
chemical  talents  of  Dr.  Saunders  were  called  into  action, 
and  a  variety  of  nice  and  complicated  experiments  were 
conducted  by  him  witli  this  view,  so  greatly  to  the  satis- 
faction of  Sir  George,  that,  as  a  spontaneous  act  of  gra- 
titude, and  from  the  strong  impression  of  Dr.  Saunders's 
rising  abilities,  he  proposed  him  to  the  College,  to  have 
all  the  honours  and  privileges  of  a  Fellow,  without  having 
studied  at  any    English   university:    a  concession    only 
granted  to  high  merit  and  correct  conduct.    This  certainly 
was  a  most  creditable  introduction  to  Dr.  Saunders,  and 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  shewing  his  classical  acquire- 
ments, by  delivering  the  annual  Harveian  oration,  which 
he  afterwards  printed. 

Soon  after,  he  was  also  equally  successful,  by  a  vacancy 
occurring  in  Guy's  Hospital,  to  gain  the  appointment  of 
Physician  to  this  important  and  extensive  medical  esta- 
blishment. Here  a  field  immediately  opened  for  properly 
displaying  the  energies  of  his  mind,  and  his  professional 
acquirements;  and  his  industry,  exertion,  and  talents,  did 
not  lose  sight  of  the  opportunity  put  in  his  power,  of 
standing  high  in  scientific  reputation,  and  reaching  the 
acme  of  medical  respectability.  The  situation  of  Guy's 
Hospital  is  particularly  favourable  to  early  initiating  its 


medical  attendants  into  the  emoluments  of  extensive  prac- 
tice :  the  numerous  and  respectable  circle  of  its  governors, 
and  the  large  pupillage  it  has  always  commanded,  render 
a  popular  physician  there  on  an  eminence,  to  be  seen, 
talked  of,  and  to  have  his  merits  fully  discussed.  Of  this 
ordeaF  Dr.  Saunders's  abilities  were  fully  competent  to 
stand  the  trial,  both  as  a  teacher,  a  practitioner,  and  a 
gentleman  of  general  and  varied  information ;  and  the 
consequence  accordingly  was,  that  under  his  direction  the 
reputation  of  the  Hospital,  as  a  medical  school,  first 
commenced,  and  gained  its  high  character:  he  stood  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  city  practice  in  a  few  years;  and 
his  countenance  and  support  was  courted  in  every  liberal 
and  scientific  undertaking  that  went  on,  either  as  a  parly, 
an  adviser,  or  friend. 

Possessed  of  much  good  sense,  prudence,  and  a  just 
discrimination  of  character,  the  connexions  formed  by  Dr. 
Saunders  were  valuable  and  important ;  and  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  them  enabled  him  to  use  them 
for  the  best  of  purposes,  and  to  deserve  a  reputation 
above  what  medical  abilities  can  bestow— the  merit  of  be- 
ing the  patron  of  the  young  and  unbefriended  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

A  concurrence  of  circumstances  favoured  his  bene- 
volent inclinations  in  this  respect.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  late  war,  so  long  and  disastrous,  several  of  his  pu- 
pils possessed  high  departments  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
Boards,  and  their  respect  to  their  former  preceptor  made 
them  pay  every  attention  to  hk  recommendation,  in  one 
year  four  army  physicians  owed  their  preferment  solely  to 
his  interest. 

His  influence  with  the  Directors  at  the  East  India 
House  enabled  him  to  do  the  same  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent; and,  after  performing  the  part  of  an  enlightened 
instructor  and  able  lecturer,  in    conveying  professional 
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information,  he  ushered  his  pupils  into  life  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  certainty  and  preferment.  The  consequence 
of  this  was,  that  no  one  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
professional  improvements  going  on  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  than  this  gentleman.  His  good  deeds  of  service 
and  patronage  formed  ramifications  of  friendship  and  cor- 
respondence from  the  most  distant  regions,  which  returned 
their  streams  of  intelligence,  as  marks  of  gratitude,  to 
their  parent  benefactor.  His  lectures,  therefore,  which 
were  highly  popular  and  well  delivered,  were  furnished 
w  ith  every  thing  new  in  respect  to  information  on  disease, 
and  he  had  the  earliest  opportunities  of  giving  a  trial  to 
every  novel  remedy,  that  either  had  been  suggested,  or 
put  to  a  trial  by  others. 

Thus,  he  was  the  first  who  proposed  to  Dr.  Percival, 
in  a  letter  published  by  that  eminent  physician,  the  use 
of  the  carbonic  acid  in  calculous  complaints ;  and  in  the 
pharmaceutical  treatment  of  mercury  he  introduced  an 
important  improvement,  that  of  making  a  mercurial  oint- 
ment with  more  certainty  and  less  labour,  by  a  new  pre- 
paration of  its  oxyde,  in  adding  lime-water  to  calomel, 
and  with  this  oxyde  forming  the  ointment— an  ointment 
far  more  readily  absorbed,  and  possessing  more  activity, 
than  that  commonly  prepared  by  triture. 

Though  thus  immersed  in  an  increasing  routine  of  ex- 
tensive practice  and  varied  engagements,  such   was  the 
order  of  Dr.  Saunders's  mind,  and  such  his  regard  for  the 
pursuits  of  literature,  as  not  to  overlook  the  character  of 
the  author  as  well  as  the  physician. 

His  first  publication  was,  a  Treatise  on  the  Red  Bark, 
in  which  he  has  stated  the  particular  qualities  of  this  spe- 
cies compared  with  the  others,  and  in  which  he  has  offered 
a  number  of  practical  remarks  on  the  use  of  the  bark  in 

general. 

This  Treatise  was  well  received;  and,  from  the  autho- 
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rity  of  its  author,  gave  a  preference  for  a  time  in  practice 
to  that  species  of  this  valuable  remedy  which  was  the 
subject  of  it.  This  work  was  followed  by  another  and 
more  important  one,  a  Treatise  on  the  Liver  and  its  Dis- 
eases, which  may  be  considered  as  his  standard  production. 
It  was  first  read  before  the  College  as  the  subject  of  the 
Gulstonean  lecture;  and,  in  consequence  of  being  so  well 
received  by  that  learned  body,  he  was  induced  to  give  it 
to  the  world  in  its  present  shape.  He  was  also  naturally 
led  to  this  subject  from  his  East  India  connexion,  and  the 
number  of  Anglo-Asiatics,  who  on  their  return  put  them- 
selves under  his  care.  He  has  there  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  Hepatic  Theory,  now  so  universally  adopted  by 
his  successors,  but  without  that  judgment,  on  their  part, 
he  has  displayed  in  the  use  of  the  specific  so  much  recom- 
mended in  Asiatic  practice.  His  earnestness  to  enforce  a 
proper  and  regulated  use  of  this  means  led  him  lately,  in 
a  small  pamphlet,  to  resist  the  late  opinion?  of  others,  and 
to  oppose  the  solemn  admonitions  of  practical  experience. 
to  the  jejeune  and  immature  notions  of  fanciful  hypo- 
thesis. 

From  this  acceptable  production  to  the  profession  and 
the  public,  he  was  next  induced  to  turn  his  attention  to 
another  of  no  less  importance,  and  which  united  chemical 
abilities  with  practical  knowledge,  and  clinical  observa- 
tion in  treating  it.  This  is  his  work  on  Mineral  Waters  : 
a  work  of  high  merit  and  utility ;  and  which  shews  every 
one,  when  at  a  watering-place,  what  he  should  prefer,  and 
what  he  should  avoid,  during  his  residence  at  these  seats 
of  health  and  amusement.  This  production  was  much 
wanted.  The  former  Treatises  on  Mineral  Waters  were 
either  obsolete  or  incomplete,  and  this  has  supplied  the 
desideratum  which  every  patient  looked  for. 

Dr.  Saunders's  elevated  character  as  a  physician  gained 
him  a  ready  admission  into  the  first  and  most  distinguished 
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literary  aspociations.  He  was  elected  early  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royaf  Society.  He  was  President  of  the  New  Medical 
Society,  founded  on  a  select  plan  ;  and  he  belongs  to  most 
of  the  public  institutions  of  consequence  in  the  country. 

From  his  extensive  information,  and  standing  at  the 
head  of  the  City  Medical  Department,  no  one  had  it  more 
in  his  power  to  benefit  the  profession  in  general  than  Dr. 
Saunders.  He  took,  at  this  period,  a  delight  in  knowing 
whatever  was  going  on  in  Medicine  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country ;  and  that  knowledge  he  applied  to  serve 
his  friends,  and  in  pointing  out  where  they  could  best 
settle,  and  where  he  could  most  serve  them  by  his  intro- 
ductions. 

Such  a  character  could  not  fail  but  to  be  generally 
respected  bv  the  profession ;  and  the  friendship  that  sub- 
sists between  him,  and  many  of  the  first  individuals  of  this 
class,  is  a  strong  proof  of  it.  The  intimacy  between  him 
and  Sir  W.  Farquhar  has  continued  for  upwards  of  forty 
years,  with  mutual  advantage  to  both;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  friendship.  Dr.  Saunders  had  the  honour 
of  being  appointed  Physician  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and 
was  also  called  in  to  attend  the  late  Princess  Amelia,  on 
the  supposition  that  her  disease  was  connected  with  an 
affection  of  the  liver. 

Dr.  Saunders's  patronage  of  Dr.  Babington  does  him 
no  le.s  credit  than  the  other  parts  of  his  conduct.     This 
o-entleman,  who  has  succeeded  him  in  this  hospital,  and  in 
his  city  practice,  owes  his  rise  in  life  entirely  to  his  intro- 
duction.    Commencing  in  what  may  be  termed  the  initi- 
atory  department  of  the  profession,  he  gradually  rose  m 
medical   honours  and  preferment,  till  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Saunders  in  his   favour,  on   the  latter's  retiring  to 
Russell  Square,  and  quitting  his  city  connexion.     Many 
other  acts  of  similar  benevolence  and  philanthropy  might 
be  instanced. 
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Thus  in  concluding  the  character  of  this  respectable  in- 
dividual, we  may  justly  say,  his  earlier  days  were  marked 
by  much  industry  and  exertion,  in  establishing'  his  pro- 
fessional reputation;  in  the  zenith  of  his  practice  and 
fame,  his  influence  and  connexions  were  employed  to  the 
best  and  most  benevolent  ends ;  and  in  his  present  retire- 
ment he  carries  with  him  the  regrets  of  the  profession,  to 
the  young  of  which  he  was  always  accessible,  and  to  them 
his  advice  and  services  were  always  extended.  Though, 
as  we  have  noticed,  he  is  properly  the  founder  of  the 
modern  Hepatic  System  of  Medicine,  he  may  be  truly 
said  to  take  no  impression  from  his  hypothesis,  or  to  view 
the  world  with  a  jaundiced  et/e. 

The  restoration  of  Dr.  Saunders's  health,  and  his  return 
to  the  capital,  is  anxiously  wished  for,  especially  by  the 
junior  part  of  the  profession,  who  cannot  fail  in  consulta- 
tron  with  one  of  his  long  experience  and  enlarged  obser- 
vation, to  profit  greatly  by  his  opinions  as  a  consulting 
physician. 
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DR.  POWELL, 

FELLOW  OF   THE  ROYAL   COLLEGE  OF    PHYSICIANS  ; 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

Xt  is  the  fate  of  particular  individuals  to  be  assailed 
with  unmerited  prejudice;  and,  from  standing-  in  peculiar 
situations,  to  meet  that  obloquy,  which  should  only  at- 
tach to  those  bodies  of  which  they  form  but  a  part.  This 
gentleman  has  been  the  organ  of  the  College  on  different 
occasions;  aud,  "though  his  earnest  wish  and  endeavour 
"  to  pass  through  his  professional  life  peaceably  and  ho- 
"  nourably,  and  so  far  as  possible  to  avoid  the  notice  of 
"  the  various  libellers  of  the  day,"  yet  it  has  been  his  lot 
to  suffer  under  unsought  abuse  and  illiberal  criticism.  To 
this,  however,  he  has  shewn  himself  "  comparatively  in- 
"  different;"  and,  with  true  dignity,  has  stood  aloof,  nor 
been  provoked  to  contradict  it:  justly  feeling  assured, 
that  falsehood  and  illiberality  must  carry  with  them  their 
own  correction. 

Dr.  R.  Powell  was  born  in  Oxford,  of  respectable  pa- 
rents in  trade  there.  He  was  educated  on  the  foundation 
of  Winchester  College,  and  afterwards  entered  at  the 
University  of  Oxford.  Accidental  circumstances  led  him 
to  follow  the  profession  of  Pliysic  rather  than  the  Church, 
for  which  he  was  intended ;  and,  after  finishing  his  studies 
both  in  general  literature  and  in  medicine,  he  took  the 
degree  of  Doctor,  preparatory  to  his  commencing  practice. 
He  settled  in  London;  and  in  1805  was  appointed  to  the 
important  situation  of  Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  a  situation  of  high  trust,  and  which  he  has 
discharged  with  much  fidelity  and  attention  to  the  interests 
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of  tlie  Charity,  la  that  time,  he  has  distinguished  him- 
self both  as  a  practitioner  and  teacher  in  some  of  the 
highest  branches  of  medicine,  and  its  auxiliary  depart- 
ments, and  ably  seconded  his  colleagues  in  rendering  this 
Hospital  one  of  the  first  and  most  popular  schools  of  the 
metropolis. 

He  is  likewise  a  member  of  some  of  the  literary  and 
scientific  societies,  and  at  present  one  of  the  Vice-pre- 
sidents of  the  Institution  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts 
Manufactures,  and  Commerce.  To  this  patriotic  establish- 
ment he  has  paid  much  attention,  and  shewed  himself  pos- 
sessed of  an  expanded  mind,  that  travels  beyond  the 
trammels  of  professional  science,  and  carries  its  researches 
equally  to  subjects  of  high  importance  and  interest  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  state. 

Dr.  Powell's  first  publication  on  Medicine  was  a  small 
Treatise  on  the  Bile,  which  had  been  read  as  the  annual 
Gulston  lecture  at  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  dis- 
eases from  this  source.  This  has  been  of  late  years  a 
popular  subject  with  most  rising  members  of  the  College. 
Dr.  Saunders  first  set  the  example,  and  shewed  the  use  and 
abuse  of  mercury  in  bilious  diseases,  with  much  judgment 
and  practical  observation,  comparing  the  treatment  in 
India  with  what  ought  to  be  the  proper  line  of  practice  in 
this  country.  Dr.  Powell  followed  next  in  the  same  field, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  elaborate  treatise  of  Dr.  James 
Curry,  who  has  amplified  the  ideas  of  other  writers,  and 
consolidated  them  with  his  own  into  a  large  svstem.  In 
comparing  these  different  works,  we  shall  find  Dr.  Powell's 
publication,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  possesses  equal  merit 
with  the  others,  and  has  just  claims  to  originality  in  seve- 
ral of  the  opinions  contained  in  it. 

It  may  be,  perhaps,  here  remarked,  that  the  sentiments 
of  these  distinguished  modern  writers  have,  by  a  new  and 
more  ingenious  mode  of  reasoning,    brought  back  the 
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practice  to  what  it  stood  at  in  the  days  of  Boerhaave :  that 
they  have  shewn  the  mischievous  effects  of  what  he  termed 
congestions  of  the  liver:  and  that  the  free  purgation  of 
this  organ  is  of  the  first  consequence  to  the  general  health 
of  the  system.  This  seems  of  late  to  have  given  a  blow 
to  the  antispasmodic  and  stimulant  theories  of  medicine, 
and  to  have  brought  back  practice  to  its  more  natural  and 
successful  application  of  depletion,  and  reducing  rather 
than  exciting,  and  over-stretching  the  powers  of  life. 
This  plan  is  certainly  more  consonant  to  reason  and  com- 
mon sense ;  and  however  the  judgment  of  the  profession 
may  be  led  away  for  a  time,  by  the  brilliant  reveries  of  a 
Beddoes  and  some  of  his  followers,  yet  these,  like  the 
evanescent  flash  of  a  meteor,  dazzle  but  for  a  day,  and 
o-ive  place  to  that  return  of  cool  practical  observation, 
which  detects  their  fallacy,  and  consigns  them  to  deserved 

oblivion. 

Dr.  Powell,   as  being  appointed  from  1808  Secretary 
to  the  Commissioners  for  regulating  Mad-houses,  had  the 
fullest   opportunities  of   forming   correct   and  extensive 
conclusions  on  this  important  subject  of  mania— one  in 
which  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  nation  have  been  justly 
and  anxiously  engaged  for  a  number  of  years.     In  order 
to  form  a    just  calculation   on   the    prevalence   of   the 
disease,  he  took  as  a  fixed  point  the  correct  census  of 
the  population,   first  established  in    1800;    previous   to 
which  period  there  was  no  accurate  criterion  to  go  by. 
From  the  first  establishment  then  of  the  Act  for  Luna- 
tics in    1775   to  the  year   1800,   the  proportion  of  this 
disease  to  that  of  the  population,  he  found  to  be  1  m 
every  7300,  a  proportion  much  less  than  could  be  sup- 
posed, according  to  popular  belief.     Of  these  he  has  like- 
wise fixed  the  proportion  of  males  in  the  counin  to  be  as 
1000  to  1195  ;  but  in  London  it  turns  out  the  reverse,  or 
as  1228  to  1000.     Though  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
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disease  has  increased  from  1775  to  1809,  in  the  proportion 
of  129  to  100,  still,  compared  with  the  population,  it 
may  be  considered  as  not  a  common  malady,  and  that  the 
calculations  have  hitherto  been  erroneously  made,  and 
greatly  magnified.  The  benefits  arising  from  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Act  of  Parliament  on  this  subject  are 
pointed  out,  and  the  hopes  of  farther  improvement  wisely 
suggested. 

Dr.  Powell's  investigation  is  certainly  satisfactory,  as  a 
public  document  to  which  to  refer,  and  deserves  the  thanks 
of  society  for  the  just  observations  it  contains. 

But  besides  this  paper  on  insanity  in  general,  Dr.  Powell 
has  also  called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  his- 
tory and  treatment  of  a  species  of  it,  of  the  most  formid- 
able and  fatal  nature,  in  one  of  the  early  cases  of  the 
recent  increase  of  hydrophobia,  which  fell  under  his  care. 
As  yet  no  means  have  been  found  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
this  disease ;  and  he  has  proposed  a  new  remedy,  of  a 
highly  active  nature,  the  nitrate  of  silver,  exhibited  in- 
ternally. In  convulsive  diseases,  he  has  shewn  its  suc- 
cessful and  almost  specific  influence ;  and  though  it  did 
not  turn  out  equally  fortunate  in  hydrophobia,  yet  farther 
experience  may  lead  to  such  a  combination,  as  may  make 
it  ultimately  a  means  of  cure.  Dr.  Powell,  however,  has 
the  merit  here  of  endeavouring  to  proportion  the  powers 
of  the  remedy  to  the  magnitude  of  the  morbid  cause. 

Dr.  Powell  was  an  active  member  of  the  committee  of 
the  College  for  the  revision  of  the  Pharmacopceia,  of  which 
he  published  a  translation.  The  progress  of  chemical  sci- 
ence within  the  last  twenty  years,  had  rendered  this  revision 
essentially  necessary,  as  a  change  was  necessary  both  in 
the  choice  and  arrangement  of  articles,  in  the  conduct  of 
many  of  the  processes,  and  also  completely  in  the  nomen- 
clature.    In  doing  this,  it  was  necessary  to  unite  science, 
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simplicity,  and  precision,  and  to  give  what  was  essential 
for  practice,  and  no  more. 

To  form  an  estimate  of  the  merit  of  this  performance, 
a  comparison  must  be  made  with  the  former  editions  of 
the  same  work;  and,  if  this  is  done,  can  any  of  them  shew 
an  equal,  or  indeed,  such  an  appropriate  selection,  in  the 
enumeration  of  the  simples  ?     Are  there  almost  any  re- 
tained, but  those  that  discover  sensible  and  active  virtues? 
and  are  not  new  ones  introduced  equally  efficacious  ?     In 
the  same  manner,  if  we  investigate  the  chemical  articles, 
are  not  the  processes  simplified,  and  rendered  more  com- 
plete ?     And,  when  we  turn  to  the  best  part,  containing 
the  pharmaceutical  forms,  they  are  circumscribed  to  what 
are  really  useful,  and  not  loaded  with  the  farrago  of  for- 
mer times.     It  would  certainly  have  been  unworthy  of  the 
C'ollege,  to  sacrifice  their  science  and  character  to  the  pre- 
judices of  the  apothecary  ;  and  the  super  criticisms  which 
have  been  made  shew  only  reflexions  without  a  cause,  in 
the   desire  of  rarping  at  trifles,  for  want  of  important 
matter.     The  change  of  the  language,  according  to  the 
latest  discoveries,  was  a  task  imperiously  required  of  the 
College;    and,  if  neglected,  would  appear  in  the  same 
light  as  a  Dictionary  of  language  peculiar  to  a  former  age, 
published  as  the  standard  of  the  present  day.     The  work 
is  introduced  by  a  learned  historical  Preface,  tracing  the 
progress  of  dispensaries  to  tW  present  period;  in  which 
Dr.   Powell  displays  much   knowledge    of    the  subject, 
and  the  sentiments  of  a  man  of  science,  liberality,  and 
humanity,  equally  zealous  for  the  interests  of  the  public 
as  the  profession.     As  a  proof  of  this,  he  has  strongly 
recommended  the  compilation  of  a  national  Pharmaco- 
pceia,  in  which  the  Colleges  of  Edinburgh  and  Dublin 
should  be  included;  and  a  Dispensary  then  formed,  worthy 
the  genius  of  the  empire,  on  a  grand  and  elaborate  scale. 
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In  enumerating-  Dr.  Powell's  works,  we  must  not  omit 
the  Harveian  oration,  delivered  in  1808.     This,  though  a 
hacknied  and   common-place   subject,   from  its  confined 
nature,  and  from  the  endless  attempts  of  preceding  orators 
he  has  clothed   with  the  purest  Latinitj  and  cIceronian 
style,  shewing  himself  a  pupil  of  that  University,  which 
has  been  90  distinguished  for  its  classical  taste  and  eru- 
dition. 

On  the  whole,  Dr.  Powell  stands  in  that  enviable  situ- 
ation of  being  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  College  as  one 
of  its  leading  members;  in  the  Hospital  he  shews  himself 
an  able  discriminating  physician  and  teacher;  and  in  pub- 
lic life  displays  that  dignity  and  independence  of  charac- 
ter, which  gives  a  just  title  to  general  esteem. 
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DR.  J.  COOKE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS ; 
AND  LATE  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  LONDON 
HOSPITAL. 

The  possession  of  real  science  and  superior  acquire- 
ments is  generally  attended  with  modesty,  and  a  desn-e  to 
shun  ostentation.  It  rather  avoids  publicity  than  courts 
applause,  even  in  a  profession  where  publicity  is  essential 
to  success,  and  the  acquisition  of  fortune.  This  may  be 
particularly  applied  to  the  present  respectable  individual, 
^hose  desert  is  universally  acknowledged,  and  whose 
practice  has  been  suitable  to  his  known  merit  and  attain- 

""  Dr'  John  Cooke  is  descended  from  a  respectable  family 
of  that  name,  at  Edith  Weston,  in  Rutlandshire,  and  by 
his  mother's  side  from  the  ancient  family  of  Pilkington, 
in  Lancashire,  where  he  was  born.     His  grandfather  was 
a  dissenting  clergyman,  by  whom  he  was  early  intended  for 
the  Church.   His  education  was  conducted  at  a  seminary  in 
high  estimation  among  the  Dissenters,  founded  by  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Doddridge,  at  Northampton.  Soon  after  finish- 
ing  this  course  of  education,  he  turned  his  thoughts  to 
Medicine,  a  study  probably  more  congenial  to  his  disposi- 
tion-   and,  under  the  patronage  of  his  uncle,  Mr   Stead, 
the  I'ate  respected  apothecary  of  Guy's  Hospital,  he  was 
entered  there  a  physician's  pupil,  and  thence  removed  to 
Edinburgh,  as  the  most  celebrated  school  for  this  science, 
where  he  might  draw  his  instructions  from  the  fountain 
head,  and  render  himself  competent  to  the  highest  depart- 
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ment  of  his  profession.  Here  he  continued  a  considerable 
time,  and  attended  all  (he  classes  of  Medicine;  and  having 
made  the  full  proficiency  to  be  expected  from  one  of  his 
talents  and  industry,  he  next  passed  to  the  continent, 
studying  two  years  at  Leyden,  where  he  took  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  with  the  deserved  applause  both  of 
his  teachers  and  fellow  students. 

The  road  to  professional  eminence  was  now  open  to 
hina,  and  his  ambition  directed  him  to  a  settlement  in  the 
metropolis,  as  the  great  mart  for  talents  and  preferment, 
and  where  the  dissenting  interest  was  most  predominant. 
Here  he  was  soon  appointed  Physician  to  the  Aldersgate 
Dispensary,  in  which  he  continued  some  time;  and  after- 
wards to  the  highly  respectable  and  important  trust  of 
Physician  to  the  London  Hospital,  the  duties  of  which  he 
executed  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  gain  the  respect  and 
attachment  of  the  pupils,  the  gratitude  of  the  patients,  and 
the  best  wishes  of  the  patrons  and  governors. 

As  a  teacher,  the  modesty  and  diffidence  of  Dr.  Cooke 
confined  him  in  his  lectures  more  to  the  opinions  he 
had  been  taught,  and  which  his  own  observation  and  ex- 
perience had  confirmed,  than  to  broach  new  theories,  or 
advance  imaginary  hypotheses.  To  the  sentiments  of  Dr. 
Cullen  he  was  particularly  attached — the  best  proof  of  his 
sound  judgment  and  application. 

However  much  self-opinion  may  be  considered  as  a  merit 
in  other  sciences,  it  is  not  so  in  medicine.  Nullius  addictus 
jurare  in  verba  tnagistri  is  perhaps  here  a  dangerous  doc- 
trine; and  more  injury  has  been  done  to  mankind  by  the 
crude  and  undigested  hypotheses  of  practitioners,  than 
by  any  other  cause.  It  is  this  that  has  brought  Medicine 
into  contempt,  and  made  the  professprs  of  it  be  regarded 
as  little  better  than  visionary  theorists.  Dr.  Cooke  has 
shewn  on  all  occasions  a  sound  judgment,  the  result  of 


observation,  experience,  and  study ;  and  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  person  a  patient  must  feel  the  highest  confidence 
and  satisfaction,  and  to  such  a  character  the  profession 
nuist  look  up  with  admiration  and  respect. 

After  a  service  of  twenty  years,  as  Physician  to  the 
London  Hospital,  from  the  pressure  of  other  engage- 
ments, Dr.  Cooke  found  it  necessary  to  retire ;  and  in 
doing  so,  he  left  with  him  the  universal  regret  of  every 
one  connected  with  that  charity,  and  especially  of  his 
professional  associates,  who  bore  every  testimony  to  his 
unvaried  conduct  as  a  gentleman,  and  his  correct  behaviour 
and  exemplary  feelings  as  a  man. 

On  Dr.  Cooke's  first  entering  the  College  of  Physicians, 
from  his  education  having  been  conducted  in  a  foreign  uni- 
versity, he  was  entitled  to  no  higher  preferment  than  that 
of  a  Licentiate. 

The  constitution  of  this  respectable  body  is  somewhat 
peculiar.  It  was  formed  in  favour  of  the  graduates  of  the 
English  universities,  at  a  period  when  the  two  kingdoms 
were  divided,  and  their  interests  separate.  The  privileges 
therefore  annexed  to  the  College  charter  became  confined 
to  a  small  body,  which,  under  the  title  of  Fellows,  go- 
verned it,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  inferior  connexion, 
which  had  not  this  particular  advantage.  Tlius,  the  more 
numerous  class  of  physicians  in  the  metropolis  are  simply 
attached  to  it,  in  consequence  of  having  the  permission  or 
license  of  the  College  to  practise,  as  a  matter  of  favour 
held  under  special  regulations.  Though  such  a  constitution 
and  exclusive  monopoly  might  be  highly  proper  at  the 
time  the  charter  was  originally  granted,  it  is  clear,  that 
in  this  age  of  refinement  and  expanded  science  it  is  not 
consonant  to  the  spirit  of  improvement,  and  that  liberality 
which  ought  to  attend  learned  and  professional  establish- 
ments.   On  this  account,  and  with  much  justice,  the  Licen- 
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tiates,  as  the  more  numerous  body,  at  one  time  were  de- 
sirous to  have  their  privileges  enlarged,  and  that  the  Col- 
lege should  no  longer  retain  their  extensive  powers  in  their 
original  strictness.  A  trial  was  instituted  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
Stanger,  and  argued  with  much  good  sense  and  judgment 
in  Dr.  Wells's  publication  on  that  occasion.  Dr.  Cooke  was 
one  of  the  most  strenuous  advocates  in  secondin**-  these 
gentlemen  in  this  necessary  reformation,  and  took  a  very 
active  and,  we  may  say,  laudable  part  in  the  business.  On 
some  concessions,  however,  of  the  College,  this  opposition 
was  withdrawn ;  and  the  stand  which  Dr.  Cooke  thus  made 
seems  to  have  elevated  him  no  less  in  the  opinion  of  the 
College  than  of  his  coadjutors. 

Among  the  peculiar  privileges  belonging  to  the  President 
of  this  learned  body,  there  is  that,  of  having  it  in  his  power 
as  a  special  right,  of  proposing  for  election  one  of  the  Li- 
centiates to  be  a  Fellow,  whose  exemplary  conduct  and 
superior  attainments  may  entitle  him  to  this  preferment. 
Such  was  the  respect  attached  to  Dr.  Cooke's  character  and 
talents,  that  he  was  selected  as  the  chosen  Licentiate  for 
this  elevation,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  he  had  shewn 
to  the  narrow  system  of  the  College  establishment. 

Though  Dr.  Cooke's  engagements  obliged  him  to 
resign  his  situation,  as  Physician  of  the  London  Hospi- 
tal, it  was  by  no  means  his  wish  to  lay  aside  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  the  line  of  teaching  to  which  he  was 
partial,  and  had  been  so  long  accustomed.  He  accordingly 
some  years  ago,  at  the  earnest  request  of  those  engaged  in 
the  Institution  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Hunter,  in  Wind- 
mill Street,  took  the  department  of  Medicine :  it  beings 
4heir  anxious  desire  to  render  it  a  general  school  for  the 
education  of  the  practitioner,  and  not  to  coniine  it  as 
heretofore  to  Anatomy  and  Surgery.  Since  that  time 
Dr.  Cooke  has  regularly  lectured  at  this  seminary,  and 
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pursued  the  same  method  as  he  did  in  the  London  Hospi- 
tal. 

In  summing  up  this  short  sketch  of  Dr.  Cooke,  it  may 
be  remarked,   he    has    rather    repressed    than    courted 
publicity.     Wherever  he  is  called  in,  the  patient  will  feel 
the  satisfaction  of  having  his  hours  of  sickness  attended 
by    one,     who,     to    long    and    extensive    professional 
knowledge,  unites  both  the  manners  of  the  gentleman 
and  the  accomplishments  of  the  scholar,  and  whose  cor- 
rectness of  morals  and  tried  integrity  place  him  above 
every  trick  or   meanness,  which  too    often   attaches  to 
some  of  the  leading  and  hacknied  characters  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

As  a  proof  of  the  high  and  merited  public  confidence 
attached  to  Dr.  Cooke's  professional  character,  we  may 
observe,  that  in  the  year  1799  a  dreadful  alarm  had  been 
excited  in  the  city,  by  the  sudden  death  of  two  men  em- 
ployed in  landing  some  cotton,  supposed  to  have  fallen 
victims   to  the  infection   of   the  plague  thus  imported. 
The  alarm  raised  the  fears  of  government,  which  desired 
a  proper  inquiry  to  be  made.      Dr.  Cooke,  by  a  letter 
from  the  Lord  Mayor,   Mr.  Combe,  was  applied  to  for 
this  purpose ;   and  the  report  was  drawn  up  by  him  in 
such  a  masterly  manner,  as  completely  to  tranquillize  the 
public  mind:    shewing,  by  a  clear  investigation  of  the 
symptoms,  the  appearances  on  dissection,  and  the  colla- 
teral circumstances  of   those   employed  along  with  the 
patients,  that  no  such  malady  could  exist,  as  that  which 
had  excited  such  alarm.     The  report  is  written  with  the 
precision,  method,  and  elegance,  of  a  literary  character; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  Dr.  Cooke's  pen  has  not 
been  oftener  employed.     He  has  been  selected,  however, 
by  the  College,  as  one  of  the  Committee  to  superintend 
the  printing  of  their  Transactions. 
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Dr.  Cook^^  was  admitted  a  Member  of  the  Royal  Me- 
dical  Society  of  Edinbur^b,  and  oi  the  Rojal  Society  of 
Antiquaries  of  London.  In  1789,  he  became  a  Licentiate 
of  the  College,  and  a  Fellow  in  1809 ;  and  we  have  little 
doubt  that,  when  an  opportunity  offers,  he  will  shew, 
that  the  former  principles  and  independence  of  the  Licen- 
tiate, are  not  forgotten  by  the  Fellow. 
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DR.  R.  BREE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS ; 
AND  LATE  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  BIKMINGHAftl  IN- 
FIRMARY. 

The  extent  of  Medicine  precludes  that  perfection  which 
it  might  attain,  were  the  objects  of  its  professors  more  cir- 
curascribed.  This,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  the  wise 
and  prudent  practice  of  a  number  of  respectable  phy- 
sicians ;  and  to  none  are  the  public  more  indebted,  than 
the  present  eminent  individual,  who,  by  selecting  a  parti- 
cular and  important  class  of  diseases,  has  been  of  high 

benefit  to  society. 

Dr  R  Bree  is  the  son  of  a  respectable  practitioner  in 
Warwickshire,  who  wisely  relinquished  this  precarious, 
and  often  unprofitable  profession,  at  an  early  period.    His 
son  received  the  first  rudiments  of  his  education  at  Co- 
ventry, and  from  this  early  seat  of  his  classical  acquire- 
ments he  went  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  under  the  tutor- 
age of  Sir  William  Scott.      Here,  besides   fimshmg  his 
pursuit  of  general  literature,  he  began  his  professional 
studies,  in  which,  except  Chymistry,  he  made  little  pro- 
gress, till  he  visited  the  University  of  Edinburgh.     The 
ardour  and  enthusiasm  with  which  the  students  are  here 
imbibed  from  the  lessons  of   their   masters,    was   then 
proverbial,    and  at  its  greatest  height.      The  rival  sys- 
tems of  a  Cullen  and  a  Brown  each  attracted  its  par- 
tizans;  and  the  turn  for  disputation,  cherished  in  the  so- 
cieties,  was  exerted  with  all  the  ingenuity  of  talent  and 
the  fire  of  youthful  passion,  in  favour  of  the  favourite 
topic  of  the  day.     Where  argument  failed  to  convince. 
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recourse  was  often  had  to  more  cogent  reasons,  and  the 
modern  ideas  of  honour  gave  the  ultimate  decision  to  the 
business. 

At  such  a  seminary  Dr.  Bree  could  not  be  a  silent  and 
unconcerned  proficient.  He  early  became  attached  to  the 
system  of  Brown.  The  principles  of  Brown  have  cer- 
tainly a  simplicity  and  consistence  highly  prepossessing  to 
a  student;  and  it  is  not  so  much  a  fault  in  their  princi- 
ples, as  their  application,  that  has  marred  this  theory. 
They  are  an  outline  not  filled  up :  and  even  a  Beddoes 
has  failed  in  giving  the  elucidation  required ;  for  Brown 
himself,  unacquainted  with  practice,  saw  their  application 
only  through  his  mind's  eye,  and  not  at  the  bedside. 

Dr.  Bree  see.ms  to  have  left  the  University  impressed 
with  their  superior  merit,  and  so  highly  in  the  favour  of 
his  teacher,  as  to  receive  from  him  the  greatest  marks  of 
friendship  and  esteem  in  his  power. 

Having  now  finished  his  professional  attainments^  Dr. 
Bree  resolved  on  commencing  practice,  and  applying  his 
talents  to  the  benefit  of  society  as  well  as  himself,"  the  first 
duty  of  every  medical  character.     He  accordingly  settled 
at  Normapton,  and  began  business  as  a  physician.     A 
vacancy  happening  in  the  Hospital  there,  he  stood  a  can- 
didate for  the  appointment,  and  proved  successful,  against 
the  competition  of  a  senior  physician.  Dr.  Hardy.     This 
success,  it  is  said,  he  owed  to  his  connexion  with  Oxford, 
from   which  University  he  obtained  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  previous  to  the  day  of  election.     This  deci- 
sion  in  favour  of  Dr.  Bree  was  certainly  formed  by  the 
electors  on  just  grounds.     Medicine  is  a  science  in  a  cer- 
tam  degi-ee  hid  by  its  professors,  and  perhaps  properly, 
from  the  public  eye.     The  abilities  of  a  medical  character 
cannot  therefore  be  judged  of,  but  from  the  opinion  of  the 
profession  themselves;  and  this  opinion  is  best  evinced  by 
the  recommendation  the  individual  carries  with  him,  of 
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bis  qualifications  from  the  seat  of  learning  where  he  has 
acquired  his  knowledge.  Dr.  Bree  had  a  legal  claim  to 
public  confidence,  in  preference  to  his  competitor. 

The  appointment  to  the  Hospital  here  gave  Dr.  Bree 
a  full  opportunity  of  applying  the  principles  of  Medicine 
he  had  imbibed  to  the  real  test  of  practice ;  and  this  he 
seems  to  have  done  with  that  judgment  and  propriety,  as 
to  have  satisfied  the  governors  of  his  conduct,  and  the 
community  at  large,  of  his  success  as  a  physician.     After 
continuing  here  for  a  year  or  upwards,  he  saw  the  field 
too  narrow  and  contracted  for  his  views,  and  on  an  invita- 
tion from  a  number  of  respectable  characters  at  Leicester, 
he  left  it  for  the  latter  place.     His  reputation  had  indeed 
preceded  him  ;  and  no  sooner  was  he  settled,  than  he  re- 
ceived the  preferment  of  Physician  to  the  Infirmary.  In  this 
situation  Dr.  Bree  was  highly  respected.    Attentive  to  his 
official  duties,  and  blending  with  much  professional  know: 
ledge  acute  and  discriminating  observation,  his  practice  and 
manners  equally  merited  approbation  :  the  former  being 
accompanied  with  such   success,  as  to  place  his  medical 
character  high ;  and  the  latter  being  the  means  of  gaining 
him  general  esteem,  and  a  number  of  friends.     His  resi- 
dence at  Leicester,  therefore,  met  his  fullest  expectations, 
and  here  he  continued,  progressively  advancing  in  his  ca- 
reer to  fame  and  fortune,  when  the  loss  of  health,   and  a 
rapid  decay  of  constitution,  marred  these  well-founded 
prospects,  which  his  industry  and  abiUties  had  so  strongly 

concurred  to  realize. 

The  complaint  which  attacked  him  was  that  distressing 
raaia.y,  the  asthma.  The  fits  of  it  were  not  only  frequent 
and  severe,  but  attended  with  such  an  emaciation  and 
reduction  of  strength,  as  foreboded  a  rapid  and  fatal  ter- 
mination.  Naturally  alarmed  at  such  a  distressing  situ- 
ation,  which  conld  not  fail  to  impress  his  every  feeling 
and  care,  he  resolved  entirely  to  give  up  the  busy  walk 
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of  life,  and  instead  of  attending  to  the  health  of  others, 
to  occupy  himself  in  the  cure  solely  of  his  own  disease. 
This  wise  resolution  he  immediately  put  in  practice,  and 
left  Leicester,  to  the  regret  of  the  numerous  and  respect- 
able circle  of  his  patients  and  friends. 

The  removal  of  his  formidable  malady  was  now  his  first 
object ;  and  having  studied  under  one  whose  boast  was, 
that  he  drew  experience  in  the  treatment  of  disease  from 
his  own  person.  Dr.  Bree  was  induced  to  institute  expe- 
riments on  himself  with  the  same  view.  These  experi- 
ments he  conducted  with  boldness  and  success ;  and  the 
result  was,  his  adopting  an  entire  new  mode  of  practice  in 
asthma — a  mode  which  restored  his  own  health,  and  en- 
abled him  to  extend  its  beneficial  effects  to  society. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  community  at  large,  that  medical 
men  have  been  occasionally  the  martyrs  to  particular  dis- 
eases. They  have  thus  been  induced  to  bestow  on  them  a 
more  than  ordinary  attention  ;  to  delineate  with  precision 
every  trait  of  their  history ;  to  mark  the  effect  aifl  pres- 
sure of  particular  symptoms;  and  to  draw  more  just  and 
conclusive  inferences  on  the  action  of  different  remedies, 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  done.  During  the  period 
of  his  recovery,  in  order  to  avoid  the  tedium  of  an  in- 
active life,  Dr.  Bree  applied  himself  to  the  profession  of 
Arms,  and  accepted  the  commission  of  captain  in  a  regi- 
ment of  militia.  Tbi<=,  however,  was  only  a  temporary 
employment,  not  congenial  to  that  turn  of  mind  which 
belongs  to  the  man  of  science  and  study,  which  has  !  een 
evinced  in  numerous  instances,  and  particularly  in  the 
case  of  the  present  Lord  Erskine,  who  began  his  career 
as  a  military  character.  As  soon  then  as  Dr^Bree's  health 
was  fully  confirmed,  he  returned  to  his  professional  pur- 
suits. He  had  now,  therefore,  to  commence  his  medical 
progress  anew :  and  Birmingham,  a  large  and  populous 
town,  the  seat  of  extensive  mechanical  operations   and 
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enlio-htened  manufacturing  concerns,  he  chose  for  the  the- 
atre of  his  future  practice.  Here  he  was  appointed  Phy- 
sician to  the  Hospital;  and  by  his  industry  and  acknow- 
ledged ropiitation,  he  soon  took  a  lead  among  the  profession, 
and  had  no  reason  to  regret  the  change  of  circumstances 
which  had  drawn  him  from  Leicester.  Here  he  had  an 
opportunity,  during  the  severe  winter,  which  increased 
every  article  of  life  beyond  what  the  labours  of  the  poor 
and  industrious  could  afford,  to  shew  himself  not  only 
eminent  for  his  medical  knowledge,  but  also  actuated  by 
the  most  liberal  principles  of  philanthropy  and  benevo- 
lence. 

In  the  course  of  this  time,  poverty  and  its  attendant 
evils  brought  on  the  ravages  of  typhus,  with  its  usual 
mortality,  in  populous  situations.  To  check  this  epidemic, 
Dr.  Bree  was  assiduous  in  giving  full  effect  to  the  late 
Dr.  Curry's  plan ;  pnd  the  cold  ablutions  recommended 
by  this  ingenious  physician,  were  incessantly  employed 
under  his  direction.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  esta- 
blishing a  General  Dispensary,  for  diseases  to  which  the 
Hospital  do  not  apply,  and  where  confinement  would  be 
injurious. 

Thus  situated  high  in  professional  rank,  and  univer- 
sally esteemed  and  employed  in  all  cases  of  importance, 
a  circumstance  occurred,  which  drew  him  once  more 
from  a  seat  of  so  flattering  expectations  and  practice,  to 
a  still  more  expanded  and  interesting  field.  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  since  his  return  from 
Italy,  had  been  subject  to  incessant  attacks  of  asthma, 
similar  to  those  of  Dr.  Bree  himself.  The  reputation 
of  the  physician  drew  the  attention  of  the  royal  sufferer. 
He  became  his  patient :  and  the  plan  of  treatment  so 
fortunate  with  himself,  was  on  this  occasion  equally  for- 
tunate with  the  Prince.  The  royal  solicitations  and 
advice  now  urged  him  to  act  in  a  wider  and  more  ex- 
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tended  sphere,  as  a  duty  equally  due  to  himself  as  to  the 
interests  of  humanity,  and  pointed  out  the  metropolis  as 
the  proper  field  for  his  merit  in  that  class  of  diseases  to 
which  he  had  paid  such  particular  study,  and  which  formed 
so  large  a  proportion  in  the  yearly  bills  of   mortality. 
He  accordin^rly^  in  the  year  1804,  removed  to  the  metro- 
polis, where  he  was  already  well  known,  by  his  celebrated 
Treatise  on  Disordered  Respiration  :  a  work  replete  with 
solid  learning,  just  observation,  and  a  practice  founded 
on  experience  drawn  from  the  most  unerring  source,  per- 
sonal feeling.     This  work  has  been  generally  read ;  and 
wherever  read,  approved,     it  has  introduced  the  author 
to   an  extensive  practice  and   consultations   from  every 
quarter  of  the  empire;  and  it  has  justly  placed  him  as 
the  oracle  in  all  complaints  of  the  chest,  for  reg-ulatino- 
the  opinion  to  be  formed,  and  the  treatment  to  be  adopted. 
Since  his  residence  in  London,  Dr.  Bree  has  been  elected 
a  Fellow  of  the  College,  F.  R.  S.  and  belongs  to  a  number 
of  literary  and  learned  societies. 

About  three  years  ago,  when  the  rage  for  stramonium, 
as  a  cure  for  asthma,  began  in  this  country,  Dr.  Bree 
found  it  a  duty  he  owed  the  public  to  caution  them  against 
the  indiscriminate  use  of  this  dangerous  article.  The 
facts  he  stated  of  its  fatal  consequences  seem  to  have 
made  a  proper  impression  on  the  popular  mind ;  and  it  is 
now  almost  entirely  given  up  by  its  warmest  friends  and 
supporters,  as  possessing  no  specific  influence  more  than 
any  other  narcotic  in  this  disease. 

On  the  whole,  we  congratulate  the  public,  whenever  a 
physician  of  abilities  and  judgment,  such  as  Dr.  Bree, 
without  excluding-  general  practice,  confines  himself  in  his 
practice  to  one  class  of  diseases.  Such  a  man,  constantly 
occupied  in  the  contemplation  of  the  same  subject,  cannot 
fail  to  throw  a  new  light  upon  it,  and  to  open  sources 
of  relief  untried  before.     That  Dr.  Bree's  attention  has 
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been  unwearied  in  this  respect,  we  have  reason  to  infer; 
for  we  know  he  has  kept  a  regular  list  of  every  case  in 
which  he  has  been  emploved,  divided  year  by  year,  of 
course  marking,  as  he  goes  along,  his  progressive  improve- 
ments  and  alterations  in  opinion,  from  new  facts  and  in- 
creased experience. 
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DR.  GEORGE  PAULET  MORRIS, 

FELLOW   OF  THE   ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS; 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  AVESTMINSTER  INFIRMARY. 

XHE  armj  is,  perhaps,  the  best  school  for  medical 
practice;  and  the  young-  physician  has  there  a  field  to 
proceed  on,  which  puts  the  doctrines  he  has  been  taught 
to  their  proper  test.  He  acquires  here  the  true  lessons  of 
experience,  and  has  an  opportunity  of  appreciating-,  to 
its  full  extent,  what  the  powers  of  medicine  can  do.  His 
practice  is  here  exercised  in  a  class  of  society,  where  the 
most  energetic  means  are  called  for;  and  the  prescriptions 
here  are  not  of  that  placebo  kind,  which  marks  the  pro- 
ceedings and  attendance  on  private  life.  An  Army  Phy- 
sician is,  therefore,  a  bold  and  decisive  practitioner ;  and 
the  present  respectable  individual  has  fully  benefited  by 
his  former  military  situation. 

Dr.  Morris  is  a  native  of  Westminster,  and  received 
the  early  parts  of  his  education  at  Westminster  School. 
His  professional  acquirements  were  chiefly  attained  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  where  he  entered  in  the  year 
1781,  where  he  afterwards  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  preparatory  to  his  being  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
College. 

On  finishing  his  professional  studies,  Dr.  Morris  began 
the  novitiate  of  his  career  in  the  army,  where  he  succes- 
sively ran  through  the  gradations  of  rank,  till  he  attained 
the  preferment  of  physician :  a  preferment  much  limited, 
and  only  rettiined  for  the  chosen  tew,  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  service.  Here  in  the  course  of 
the  war  he  had  ample  opportunities  of  contemplating  the 
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varied  appearance  and  nature  of  disease  in  every  climate, 
and  hoarding  up  this  fund  of  knowledge,  which  he  is  now 
enabled  to  apply  with  success  in  private  practice. 

But  military  life,  though  highly   pleasing  to  a  young 
mind,  from  the  variety  of  new  scenes  which  it  opens  to 
him,  and  that  free  and  easy  society  to  which  it  gives  ac- 
cess, particularly  in  time  of  war,  comes  to  lose  its  relish 
in  a  certain  period,  when  the  individual  is  anxious  to  re- 
turn to  the  walks  of  civil  society  and  domestic  enjoyment. 
Dr.  Morris,  therefore,  after  a  sufficient  time  of  service, 
resigned  his  military  commission,  and  settled  in  the  metro- 
polis, the  seat  of  his  connexions,    and  of  those  friends 
who  had  been  the  associates  of  his  military  career.    Here, 
on  becoming  a  Fellow  of  the  College,  he  was  soon  after 
elected  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  an  esta- 
blishment of  an  extenc'^o  nature,  and  for  conducting  the 
duties  of  which  Dr.  Morris  was  admirably  fitted  by  his 
previous  station. 

The  patients  here  are  generally  those  who  have  been, 
at  previous  periods  of  their  history,  connected  with  mili- 
tary life.     A  military  practitioner,  therefore,  by  pursuing 
the  conduct  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed,  displays  a 
success  in  his  practice,  which  the  physician  of  another 
school  cannot  boast.     Here  then  Dr.  Morris  gave  high 
satisfaction,  and  fixed  his  reputation  as  an  hospital  prac- 
titioner, the  certain  introduction  to  public  confidence  and 
private  business.   His  progress  accordingly  soon  answered 
his  wishes ;  and  such  w  as  the  pressure  of  his  various  avo- 
cations, that  he  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  his  public 
official  situation,  in  favour  of  a  junior  physician.     He 
has  accordingly  engrossed,  in  the  period  of  a  few  years, 
the  chief  practice  in  Westminster. 

Two  circumstances  chiefly  distinguish  him  as  a  phy- 
sician :  his  attention  to  his  patients,  which  is  liberal  and 
unremitting ;  and  the  softness  and  gentleness  of  his  man- 
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ners,  which  cannot  fail  to  please,  and  bring:  conf3olation 
along  with  them.  As  a  practitioner,  his  confidence  in  the 
powers  of  medicine,  acquired  from  former  habits,  leads 
him  to  give  it  in  such  quantities,  as  to  benefit  the  patient, 
and  not  to  trust  to  the  uncertain  efforts  of  nature,  the 
fault  of  so  many  other  physicians,  who  have  not  been  bred 
in  a  similar  school. 

On  the  whoje, -we  may  conclude,  that  the  public  con- 
duct of  this  respectable  Member  of  the  College,  shews 
him  in  every  respect  worthy  the  fullest  confidence,  as  the 
experienced,  humane,  and  liberal  professional  adviser; 
while  his  private  qualities  entitle  him  no  less  to  esteem  as 
a  friend. 


s  Q 


36 


/WU/-  DK.  BAILME, 

FELLOW  OF  THE   ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICL4NSj 
AND  PHYSICL\N  TO  HIS  MAJESTY. 

To  be  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel  is  an  adage 
of  scripture,  highly  applicable  to  the  present  respectable 
individual,  who  was  ushered  into  professional  life  with 
every  advantage  of  education,  connexion,  and  fortune; 
and  whose  own  merit  gave  proper  effect  to  these  favour- 
able and  adventitious  circumstances. 

Dr.  Baillie  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Baillie, 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  His 
mother  was  the  sister  of  Dr.  William  Hunter,  the  cele- 
brated anatomist,  and  of  John  Hunter  the  surgeon,  a 
name  of  no  less  celebrity.  The  care  of  Dr.  Baillie,  how- 
ever, devolved  more  particularly  on  the  former,  who, 
childless  himself,  adopted  him  as  his  son,  and  to  whom 
the  world  are  therefore  indebted  for  Dr.  Baillie's  early 
professional  choice  and  pre-eminence. 

Dr.  Baillie  received  the  first  rudiments  of  bis  education 
in  Scotland,  under  his  father's  eye,  and  there  acquired 
those  early  habits  of  classical  taste  and  attachment  to 
science,  which  his  works  display,  from  the  correctness  of 
their  style,  and  the  clearness  and  precision  of  their  ar- 
rangement.    He  then  left  his  paternal  heme  for  the  me- 
tropolis, to  be  under  the  guidance  of  his  uncle,  who,  it  is 
probable,  had  fixed  at  this  period  his  future  destination 
in  life.     Here,  as  soon  as  his  professional  studies  com- 
menced, he  could  not  fail  to  make  rapid  progress.     The 
school,  conversation,    and  talents  of  such  a  preceptor, 
must  have  made  a  wonderful  impression  on  so  susceptible 
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a  mind.  Distinguished  as  Dr.  Hunter  was  for  giving  in- 
terest to  the  dullest  subjects,  and  awakening  the  curiosity 
of  the  most  languid  of  his  students,  his  precepts  and  ex- 
ample must  have  fascinated  his  relative  in  a  high  degree. 
As  soon  then  as  his  attainments  permitted,  he  was  re- 
moved from  this  first  foundation  of  his  professional  sci- 
ence to  the  University  of  Oxfo  J,  where  he  might  perfect 
his  knowledge,  and  be  entitled  to  those  honours,  which 
carry  weight  and  eclat  in  public  life.  Here  he  continued 
till  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  as  the  finish- 
ing test  of  his  studies,  and  his  preparation  for  the  duties 
of  practice. 

During  the  life  of  his  uncle,  however,  the  labours  of 
the  Anatomical  Theatre  were  more  the  object  of  his  at- 
tention than  the  emoluments  of  practice.  Easy  in  his 
manners,  and  open  in  his  communications,  he  wa;^  the 
favourite  of  the  students,  and  greatly  relieved  Dr.  Hunter 
of  the  arduous  task  of  teaching  in  his  latter  years.  The 
sudden  death  of  this  distinguished  character  soon  left  him, 
in  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  Cruikshanks,  to  support 
the  reputation  of  this  respectable  school :  and,  it  may  be 
justly  said,  that  during  his  execution  of  this  office,  for 
which  he  was  so  well  fitted,  a  period  of  some  years,  it 
lost  nothing  of  its  most  brilliant  eclat;  and  that  Dr.  Rail- 
lie's  retirement  was  received  with  the  deepest  regret,  and 
the  most  sincere  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  from  every 
pupil  who  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  under  his  tuition. 
His  address,  on  this  occasion,  did  equal  credit  to  his  head 
and  his  heart,  and  will  remain  indelibly  written  in  the 
minds  of  those  to  whom  it  was  given,  as  was  shewn  him 
by  the  return  then  made  to  it. 

But  though,  during  the  period  of  Dr.  Baillie's  employ- 
ment as  a  lecturer,  his  views  were  not  much  directed  to 
practice,  still  he  allowed  no  fact  of  importance  to  escape 
him,  either  of  a  singular  nature  or  of  practical  utility, 
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which  he  did  not  convey  to  the  profession,  through  the 
medium  of  the  periodical  publications.  These  papers 
shew  both  his  acute  turn  for  observation,  and  his  real 
practical  knowledge.  Indeed,  the  subject  of  morbid  ana- 
tomy seems  to  have  been  one  which  early  attracted  him, 
and  the  valuable  Museum  to  which  he  had  so  full  access, 
opened  to  him  an  ample  field  for  its  investigation.  Though 
former  writers  had  treated  this  subject  in  innumerable 
volumes,  it  was  to  be  regretted,  before  Dr.  Baillie's  time, 
there  was  no  regular  system  or  method  of  arrangement 
pursued  by  them,  which  could  render  this  study  useful. 
Dr.  Baillie,  by  a  nice  and  accurate  solution  of  the  morbid 
appearances  of  every  part  of  the  body,  and  the  peculiar 
symptoms  which  in  life  distinguish  them,  placed  in  a  nar- 
row and  clear  compass,  an  extensive  and  valuable  mass  of 
information,  before  his  time  contemptible.  Ihis  work 
has  gone  through  successive  editions — is  quoted  as  the 
leading  authority  of  every  professional  writer— and  has 
placed  his  character  high  as  a  pathognomic  physician.  It 
has  been  rendered  farther  useful,  by  correct  engravings  of 
the  most  important  morbid  appearances  in  the  Hunterian 
Museum,  which  is  both  perpetuating  the  value  of  this 
admirable  collection,  and  also  extending  its  benefits  every- 
where,   beyond  the  circle  who  could  only   have  access 

to  it. 

Dr.  Baillie's  resignation  of  his  situation  in  Windmill 
Street,  left  him  at  full  liberty  to  employ  himself  in  the 
pursuits  of  practice.  His  reputation  was  already  esta- 
blished, and  he  therefore  entered  in  this  field  with  every 
advantage.  He  had  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Dr. 
Denman,  whose  character  as  a  Lecturer  and  Practitioner 
in  Midwifery  had  justly  placed  him  at  the  head  of  that 
department  of  the  profession,  and  whose  connexion,  there- 
fore, was  of  the  first  consequence  to  a  physician :  for 
whatever  may  be  said  of  merit,  connexion  is  certainly, 
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under  any  circumstances,  a  readj  passport  to  practice 
and  smooths  the  approach  to  the  bedside. 

The  progress  of  Dr.  Bailh'e  was  accordingly  rapid  and 
brilliant;  every  difficult  case  in  high  life  came  now  under 
his  review,  and  a  few  years  have  seen  him  at  the  head  of 
not  merely  fashionable,  but  the  most  extended  line  of  me- 
dical business.     His  mornings  are  a  scene  of  active  con- 
sultations; and  numbers  are  regularly  dismissed,  which  the 
limits  of  his  time  cannot  embrace.     He  could  say  what 
few  physicians  would  have  dared  to  do  to  the  message  of 
a  nobleman-"  Tell  his  Lordship  I  cannot  come  to-day."  A 
He  is  now  what  the  first  physicians  have  been  in   their 
zenith,  without  the  temerity  of  some,  or  the  ostentation 
of  others:  and  so  fixed  is  his  reputation  in  public  opinion, 
that  even  his  leaving  the  capital  for  a  period  of  some 
months  at  a  time,  has  made  no  alteration  in  the  request 
for  him  at  his  return.      Such  is  the  stable  hold  of  a  phy- 
sician, whose  merit  is  built  on  the  basis  of  anatomical 
knowledge;  and  who  is  looked  to  as  an  oracle  in  deter- 
mining  the  seat  and  nature  of  disease,  however  ambiguous 
or  complicated. 

But  the  science  and  superior  practical  attainments  of 
Dr.  Baillie  had  not  yet  made  their  way  to  the  court,  a 
scene  of  difficult  access,  without  the  meanness  of  soliciting 
patronage,  and  bowing  to  (hose,  the  man  of  real  merit, 
Avho  is  conscious  of  his  own  powers,  will  despise.     He 
was,  however,  called  in  to  the  late  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
whose   malady  proved  a  hopeless  case  ;    but  with   such 
satisfaction    had   his  attendance    been   regarded   by  this 
branch  of  the  family,  that  it  is  to  be  presumed  it  paved 
the  way  for  his  admission  on  the  present  illness  of  the 
Sovereign.    Accordingly,  the  royal  commands  were  issued 
for  his  joining  in  consultation  the  court-physicians,  where 
he  has  continued  a  principal  director  of  the  royal  treat- 
ment to  the  present  period.     Amid  the  scene  of  hope  and 
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fear,  which  divided  the  nation  for  such  a  length  of  time, 
while  the  issue  of  the  royai  malady  continued  uncertain, 
Dr.  Baillie  was  looked  up  to,  from  the  known  candour  of 
his  nature,  as  the  sheet-anchor   which  regulated  public 
opinion.     The  air  of  a  court,  so  apt  to  change  the  senti- 
ments, and  make  the  individual  turn  with  every  political 
gale,  were  considered  as  incapable  of  bending  the  stub- 
bornness of  his  tried  integrity ;  and  it  is  even  said,  his 
opinion  differed  often  from  that  of  his  more  politic  col- 
leagues.    Whatever  there  may  be  in  this,  such  approba- 
tion  does  his  conduct  seem  to  have  given,  that  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  physicians  to  his  Majesty  on  the  first 
vacancy,  with  the  farther  offer  of  a  baronetage,  which  his 
good  sense  and  unassuming  temper  declined. 

Such  are  the  leading  circumstances  that  have  marked 
Dr.  Baillie's  brilliant  career  to  the  highest  honours  of  his 
profession.  Of  the  London  College  of  Physicians  he  be- 
came very  early  a  Fellow,  without  having  any  wish  to 
engross  official  preferment.  He  is  a  Member  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  most  other  literary  and  medical  associations 
of  high  respect ;  and  some  years  ago  was  chosen  President 
of  the  new  Medical  Society. 

Among  the  medical  characters  to   whom  Dr.  BaiUie 
shewed  himself  particularly  attached,  was  the  late  Dr.  Pit- 
cairn,  a  man  of  elegant  literary  accomplishments,  joined 
with  much  professional  knowledge.     Although  there  was 
a  great  disparity  of  years,  there  existed  betwixt  them  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  friendship,    and  the  confidence 
reposed  by  Dr.  Pitcairn  in  the  professional  abilities  of  his 
friend  was  sincere,  being  his  only  medical  adviser  to  the 
last  moment  of  his  existence. 

In  summing  up  our  opinion  of  this  distinguished  phy- 
sician, we  may  observe,  that  the  leading  features  of  his 
character  are  openness  and  candour.  He  never  pretends 
to  a  knowledge  he  does  not  possess,  and  candidly  acknow- 
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ledges  his  ignorance  where  a  case  is  not  clear.  If  a  pa- 
tient will  not  be  satisfied  with  truth  and  good  sense,  he 
scorns  to  be  subservient  to  their  prejudices,  and  if  not 
satisfied  with  his  opinion,  he  leaves  them  at  liberty  to  go 
elsewhere.  Nor  is  his  liberality  in  pecuniary  matters  less 
worthy  of  notice :  in  this  he  shews  himself  above  the 
trade  of  the  profession.  Often  has  he  been  known  to 
return  fees  where  he  conceived  the  individual  could  not 
afford  them,  and  also  to  refuse  a  larger  sum  than  what 
he  considered  in  his  own  opinion  was  hig  due.  These 
are  traits  which,  as  they  are  seldom  met  with,  ought 
to  be  recorded. 

As  a  practical  physician.  Dr.  Baillie  is  one  of  those 
who  will  not  disappoint  by  false  hopes.  Having  no  opi- 
nion of  the  infallible  powers  of  medicine,  he  does  not 
choose  to  overrate  them.  He  knows  well  the  ravages 
and  consequences  of  disease,  and  he  knows  how  difficult 
it  is  to  rectify  derangements  of  structure,  when  once  per- 
manently formed.  His  prescriptions  are  marked  by  sim- 
plicity and  neatness.  They  shew  no  compound  or  far- 
rago. They  havej  only  one  principle  of  action  in  view, 
which  is  clear  and  defined. 


DR.  J.  DE  COURCY  LAFFAN, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  FORCES. 

-yJ-M^ARY    life  requires  bold   and  decisive    prac- 
tice, ana  by  pursuing  this  principle,  the  offiial  conduct 
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of  the  present  respectable  individual,  in  his  situation 
as  an  army  physician,  has  been  marked  with  great  and 
merited  success. 

Dr.  J.  De  Courcy  Laffanis  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  con- 
jiectcd  with  the  noble  family  of  De  Courcy  Viscounts  King- 
gale.  He  received  his  education,  professionally,  at  the  Uni- 
yersity  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  passed  the  usual  academic 
period, and  then  took  his  degree  of  Doctor.  On  leaving  this 
seminary,  and  finishing  his  farther  studies  in  the  London 
school,  he  sat  down  in  the  metropolis  as  a  physician  in  civil 
life,  and  became  a   Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians.     He  then  received  the  appointment  of  Physi- 
cian to  one  of  the  Public  Institutions,  and  thus  began  his 
career  of  practice  with  every  favorable  prospect.     It  was 
soon  after  this  period  that  the  disastrous  expedition  to 
Walcheren  returned  to  the  British  shores,  the  remnant  of 
a  «yailant  army,   worn  out  with  sickness  and  disease,  the 
pndemic  of  the  Dutch  fens.     On  that  occasion,  Dr.  Laffan 
offered  his  services,  like  many  other  distinguished  physi- 
cians, and  thus  initiated  in  military  life,  he  since  that  time 
has  continued  his  medical  talents  in  that  service.     He 
has  accordingly  served    in    the   different  campaigns  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  in  Britain  occupied  the  Chatham 

station. 

On  the  termination  of  the  war.  Dr.  Laffan  has  again 
returned  to  civil  life,  and  settled  as  a  physician  at  Roches- 
ter, with  every  prospect  of  standing  high  in  public  estima- 
tion. It  will  indeed  be  an  advantage  to  the  community 
that  so  many  army  physicians  have  returned  to  the  ranks 
of  society.  The  experience  and  decisive  conduct  acquired 
in  that  school  will  improve  the  present  medical  practice, 
and  the  subject  of  the  present  Memoir  we  understand  de- 
serves credit  as  a  man  of  energy  and  particular  success  as  a 
physician.  ,, 
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DR.  KIDD, 

ALDRICHIAN  PROFESSOR  OP  CHEMISTRY  IN  THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD,  AND  LECTURER  ON  ANA- 
TOMY, AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  RADCLIFFE  INFIR. 
MARY. 

UR.  Kidd  was  born  in  London,  and  was  educated  at 
Westminster  School,    where  his  promising  talents  parti- 
cularly attracted  the  notice  of  the  late  Dean,   Dr.  Yin- 
cent,  one  of  the  best  classical  scholars  of  the  age.     From 
Westminster  School  he  was  elected  to  Christ  Church,  Ox- 
ford, in  1793.     He  then  studied  four  years,  from  1797  to 
1801,  as  a  Physician's  Pupil  of  Guy's  Hospital,  and  durin* 
his  attendance  there,  he  claimed  the  particular  attention  of 
Dr.  Saunders,   ever  partial  to  rising-  abilities,  and  who 
was  anxious  to  see  him  placed  in  the  chemical  department 
as  Lecturer  at  that  hospital.     Having  finished  his  studies, 
he  then  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  at  Oxford, 
in  1802,  and  at  the  same  time  settled  there  as  a  Physi- 
cian.    In  the  succeeding  year  he  was  elected  Aldrichian 
Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary,  which  gave  him  an   opportunity  of 
shewing  his  talents  for  Clinical  practice.     On  the  late  re- 
signation of  Sir  C.  Pegge,  this  year,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Dean   and  Chapter  of  Christ  Church,  Dr.  Lee's 
Lecturer  in  Anatomy.     Thus  he  is  placed  in  two  import- 
ant situations,  to  shew  the  extent  and  varied  nature  of  his 
acquirements;  and  as  his  acknowledged  abilities,  more 
than  influence,    has  led  him   to  those  preferments,  the 
University  will  feel  the  beneficial  consequences  of  the 
•election. 
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To  these  appointments  may  be  added,  that  during  the 
eight  or  ten  first  years  of  his  residence  at  Oxford,  he  an- 
nually gave,  by  permission  of  the  Vice-chancellor  of  the 
University,  a  public  course  of  Lectures  on  Mineralogy  and 
Geology.  With  the  assistance  also  of  some  friends,  Dr. 
Kidd  had  the  merit  of  considerably  augmenting  the  Geo- 
logical collection  of  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  formerly 
begun  by  the  antiquarian  Uiuyd. 

As  a  literary  character,  Dr.  Kidd  has  shewn  himself 
with  no  less  eminence.    His  writings  are  confined  to  raine- 
ralogical  subjects,  and  shew  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
science.     The  first  is  a  work  in  two  volumes  octavo,  en- 
titled Outlines  of  Mineralogy.  His  second  work  is  an  Essay 
on  Geology.  This  is  a  part  which  has  employed  the  inves- 
tigation of  some  of  the  ablest  and  most  scientific  pens, 
tracing  the  formation  of  the  earth,  and  the  history  of 
mankind  connected.    It  is  a  subject  on  which  there  it 
room  for  much  speculation,  and  where  Dr.  Kidd  has  ap- 
plied his  facts  and  knowledge  of  the  science  with  much 
ingenuity.     His  last  composition,  entitled  an  Essay  on 
the  spontaneous  Production  of  Salt-Petre,  published  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,   displays  the  same  ingenious 
reasoning  of  one  well  acquainted  with  this  branch. 

From  these  labors,  an  opinion  may  be  formed  highly  to 
Dr.  Kidd's  advantage,  both  as  a  philosopher  and  chemist ; 
And  while  his  abilities  do  himself  high  credit,  they  reflect 
no  less  lustre  on  the  University  which  has  placed  him  in  a 
conspicuous  situation  to  display  them. 
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DR.  G.  WILLIAMS, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  REGIUS  AND  SHERARDIAN  PROFESSOR  OF 
BOTANY  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD. 

XHE  endowments  of  the  English  Universities,  much 
to  the  honor  of  the  national  character,  give  a  scope  for 
studj  bejond  any  other,  and  the  present  respectable  indi- 
vidual has  taken  a  proper  advantage  of  this,  in  being 
deeply  grounded  in  those  acquirements  which  do  credit 
to  the  physician  and  the  professor. 

Dr.  G.  Williams  is  a  native  of  Hampshire,  and  after  the 
preparatory  rudiments  of  education,  was  elected,  in  1777, 
a  Scholar  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  from  the  founda- 
tion of  Winchester  College.     After  finishing  here  his  stu- 
dies in  general  literature,  he  entered  upon  his  professional 
ones,  as  a  Physician's  Pupil  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospi- 
tal.     He  was  admitted  in  1788  to  the  degrees  of  B.  M. 
and  D.  M.  and  settled  as  a  Physician  in  Oxford,  and  be- 
came also   a  Fellow   of  the    Royal  College.      On   the 
death  of  Dr.  Sibthorpe,   in  1796,  he  was  appointed  Re- 
gius and  Sherardian   Professor  of  Botany,   an  appoint- 
ment for  which  he  was  well  fitted  by  his  previous  atten- 
tion to  this  branch  of  science,  and  on  which  he  has  conti- 
nued to  lecture  since  that  time.     In  1811,  on  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hornsby,  Dr.  W.  was  made  Keeper  of  the 
Radchffe  Library.     This  Library  is  exclusively  appropri- 
ated  by  the  RadclifFe  Trustees  for  the  reception  of  books 
m  medicine  and  natural  history.     In  the  course  of  the  last 
SIX  years  large  purchases  have  been  made,  and  probably 
within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  tte  coUection  wiU  bo 
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very  considerable  and  valuable,  and  prove  an  honor  to 
the  University,  and  of  the  highest  utility  to  medical 
students  and  naturalists. 

From  this  sketch  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Williams's 
merits  entitle  him  to  his  academical  preferments,  and  as 
a  practical  physician  he  is  no  less  to  be  estimated. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  F.  HOME, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICL\NS. 

To  unite  the  rank  and  knowledge  of  military  service 
with  the  science  and  utility  of  the  physician,  and  to  ren- 
der the  one  subservient  to  the  other  in  rising  to  an  ele- 
vated situation,  is  a  rare  circumstance  in  medical  history, 
and  the  present  respectable  individual  has  shewn,  by  his 
meritorious  conduct,  that  the  one  is  not  incompatible  with 

the  other. 

Dr.  F.  Home  is  a  younger  son  of  the  celebrated  Profes- 
sor F.  Home,  of  Edinburgh,  whose  works  bear  witness  to 
his  laudable  efforts  in  the  improvement  of  professional 
knowledge.  Under  the  auspices  of  his  father,  he  had 
every  advantage  of  a  liberal  education  in  general  lite- 
rature, no  less  than  in  his  professional  studies.  On 
finishing  the  latter,  he  took  his  degree  at  his  native  Uni- 
versity, and  then  prepared  to  enter  into  the  army,  as  a 
Physician.  As  the  restrictions  of  the  service  at  that  period 
under  the  former  Medical  Board  required  him  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  London  College,  he  became  a  Licen- 
tiate.   After  thus  qualifying  himself  as  a  military  profes- 
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sional  character,  animated  hy  that  spirit  which  the  pe- 
riod of  war  often  excites,  he  gave  up  the  intended 
charge  of  the  hospital  for  the  dangers  of  the  field,  and 
entered  as  an  officer  in  the  third  regiment  of  guards. 
Here  he  has  continued  to  serve  with  merited  approbation 
during  the  trying  campaigns  of  the  late  arduous  con- 
test, and  gradually  risen  till  he  has  reached  the  rank 
of  Field  Captain,  which  is  on  an  equality,  in  other  re- 
giments, with  Lieutenant- Colonel.  His  rank  is  the  meed 
of  tried  service,  from  the  battle  of  Fuentes  d'Onor  to 
the  termination  of  the  contest  at  Waterloo,  where  he 
maintained,  with  distinguished  gallantry,  an  important 
post,  and  acquired  immortal  honor  amid  the  heroism  of 
that  glorious  day;  but  though  that  was  the  last,  all  the 
scenes  of  action  at  different  periods  seem  to  have  borne 
equal  witness  to  his  valor  and  gallant  conduct. 

Colonel  Home's  respect  for  the  profession,  though  thus 
high  in  military  life,  has  induced  him  not  to  withdraw  his 
name  from  the  College  list :  indeed  his  may  be  considered 
as  a  professional  family.     His  eldest  brother,  Dr.  James 
Home,  is  the  present  celebrated  Professor  of  the  Materia 
Medica,  and  Clinical  Lecturer  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  equally  deserving  in  his  own  walk,  for  he  has 
given  interest  to  a  subject  which  was  formerly  little  at- 
tended to  by  the  student.     Even  in  his  military  character, 
Colonel  Home's  previous  professional  knowledge  must 
have  been  of  much  benefit  to  bim  during  the  late  contest. 
Circumstances  would   often   occur,    during  the  toils  of 
inarch,  and  the  disasters  of  battle,  when  directions  from 
one   so  able  would   be  of  the  highest  advantage,    and 
thus  the  service  could  feel   the   beneficial  influence  of 
his  former  education  and  pursuits.     Perhaps  it   would 
be  well  if  every  officer  in  the  service  knew  so  much 
of  medicine  as  to  be  able  to  direct  in  the  emergency  of 
the  moment,  when  the  official  medical  assistance  is  not 
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always  at  hand,  and  they  would  then  be  better  judgei 
how  far  the  duties  of  the  surgeon  were  properly  perform- 
ed, and  the  safety  of  the  men  claim  more  intimately  their 

attention. 

In  some  former  Memoirs  we  have  had  occasion  to  re- 
mark the  transition,  with  several  members  of  the  College, 
from  medicine,  to  the  law  and  the  church.  Col.  Home  is 
the  only  instance  we  have  to  record  of  the  change  from  a 
professional  to  a  military  career.  The  same  we  believe  may 
be  instanced  in  the  case  of  Sir  D.  Dundas,  who  was  origi- 
nally bred  to  a  professional  life,  though  his  professional 
rank  was  far  inferior  to  Dr.  Home's,  being  only  an  assist- 
ant surgeon,  or  mate,  and  in  spite  of  all  his  honors,  Sir  David 
also  has  weiided  but  a  bloodless  sword,  compared  with  the 
services  attached  to  Col.  Home's. 

Of  Col.  Home,  therefore,  we  may  say  that  the  laurels 
he  has  gained,  and  his  merit  as  a  military  character, 
nsake  him  stand  with  distinguished  honor  and  desert  on 
the  College  list ;  and  we  may  also  add,  in  favor  of  the 
profession,  that  the  laurel  of  the  soldier  acquires  fresh 
lustre  when  it  encircles  the  brow  of  the  man  of  science, 
like  him,  and  the  physician. 
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BR.  JOHN  LATHAM,        /^i;^i^ 

I^IIYSICIAN  TO  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL-  PHY  M^<4^ 
S.CLIN  TO  THE  PRINCE  REGENT;   AND  PRESIDENT ......^ 

OF  THE  COLLEGE.  /    ^  „         •  T"^ 

Circumspection  of  conduct,  and  amiable  man- 
ners,  particularly  elevate  a  professional  character.  These 
qualities  have  remarkably  distinguished  the  present  indi- 
vidual, who  has  owed- much  of  his  extensive  practice  to 
his  gentle  demeanour,  and  ingenuous  behaviour,  laving- 
aside  entirely  his  professional  merit. 

Dr.  Latham  is  descended  from  a  respectable  clergyman 
in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  the  same  which  has  given  birth 
to  the  former  President  of  the  College,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys 
Having  had  e^evy  advantage  of  a  liberal  classical  educa- 
tion,   he  entered  upon  his  professional  studies    at  Ox- 
ford, and  betwixt  this  celebrated  seminary  and  London 
completed  those  attainment.,  which  rendered  him  fit  for 
the  future  exercise  of  the  healing  art.     Xi  Oxford    he 
took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  but  not  till  Jfter 
his   first    settlement  at  Manchester,   where  he  was  ap- 
pomted  Physician  to  the  Infirmary.     Here  he  con1inu3d 
tor  three  years;  and,  at  the  end  of  that  period,  removed 
to  Oxford,  where  he  soon  became  Physician  to  the  County 
Hospital,  on  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Austin.     Having  for 
a  certain  time  resided  here,    and   taken   his  degree   of       ' 
Doctor,    he  then  removed,  as    the    ultimate  and  great 
object  of  his  views,  to  London,  where,  like  most  yonn^ 
physicians,  he  found  it  necessary  to  usher  himself  to  pub! 
\ic  notice  by  his  literary  talents.     Gout  and  rheumatism 
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are  prevailing  diseases  in  every  metropolis  ;  and,  as  they 
harass  the  constitution  for  a  period  of  years,  and  generally 
end  by  the  ruin  of  the  health,  their  victims  are  eager  to 
employ  every  new  mode  of  practice,  which  either  chance 
or  the  ingenuity  of  physicians  may  suggest.     This  sub- 
ject was  accordingly  chosen  by  Dr.  Latham  for  his  first 
publication  ;    and,  though   not  equal  to  his  future  pro- 
ductions, it  contained  considerable  merit,  and  shewed  the 
results  of  much  observation,  and  was  evidently  the  work 
of  a  reflective  mind.      His  first  official  appointment  in 
London,  was  Physician  to  the  Magdalen  Hospital,  which 
was  resigned  in  his  favour  by  Dr.  Saunders.     He  was 
next  fortunate  enough  to  gain  the  same  preferment  in  the 
Middlesex  Hospital ;  and  on  resigning  it,  after  a  certain 
period,    on    a    vacancy    taking    place    in  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's, he  finished  his  hospital  career  here,   where    he 
entered  upon  a  field  suited  to  his  industry,  and  that  ar- 
dour for    professional    improvement,    which    has    since 
marked  his  progress  in  life.     Thus  he  may  be  properly 
and  truly  styled  the  Hospital  Physician,  from  the  number 
and  variety  of  his  appointments;  and  his  good  fortune  in 
this  respect  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  old  maimed  sailor's 
observations,  in  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  on  the  chances  of 
life.     At  St.  Bartholomew's,  he  first  instituted  the  Medical 
School,    in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Abernethy,   and  gave 
lectures,  which  were  numerously  attended;  and  his  prac- 
tice was  followed  and  applauded,  equal  to  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors in  that  department. 

In  the  year  1787  the  College  came  to  the  resolution  of 
giving  a  new  edition  of  their  Pharmacopoeia,  which,  in 
consequence  of  the  improvements  of  the  science,  had  be- 
come in  some  degree  obsolete,  and  called  for  revision. 
Dr.  Latham  was  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  to  which 
this  important  and  highly  honourable  task  was  assigned; 
and  the  edition  produced  under  his  direction  was  certainly 
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deemed  more  correct  and  selected  than  any  preceding 
one,  and  has  maintained  its  reputation  to  the  present  day. 
The  proof  of  this  is,  the  fe^v  criticisms  made  of  it,  com- 
pared with  the  late  one  of  Dr.  Powell,  which  has  been  so 
much  the  subject  of  obloquy  and  abuse,  not  only  affect- 
ing that  individual,  but  the  character  of  the  Collee-e 
itself.  ^ 

The  respect  attached  to  Dr.  Latham,  both  from  his  high 
standin-  in  the  College,  and  also  as  an  hospital-physician, 
soon  ushered  him  into  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice' 
and  in  tlie  pursuit  of  that  he  shewed  equal  industry  and 
talent.     The  partiality  with  which  he  was  regarded  by 
some  of  the  first  professional  characters,  a  proof  of  his 
merit,  certainly   smoothed    his  way  at  his  earlv  outset, 
and   to   none,  we   are  told,    was    he   more  indebted  at 
the    commencement,    than    to    the  late    Dr.   Reynolds, 
who   took   every    opportunity  of  introducing    him,  and 
shewing  him    in  a  favourable  point  of  view.      In  con- 
sequence of  his  successful  career,  the  duties  of  the  Hos- 
pital,   in  a  few  years,  became  too   great  for  his    other 
avocation?,  and  Dr.  Latham  resigned  this  important  and 
dignified  trust,  with  the  regret  of  those  to  whom  he  had 
given  instruction,  and  also  of  the  Governors,  who  had 
been  witnesses  of  his  exertions  during  the  period  of  his 
appointment. 

By  the  well-earned  fruits  of  his  labours,  he  had  now 
rendered  himself  independent ;  and,  not  tempted  by  the 
thirst  of  lucre  above  that  laudable  competence  which 
every  man  of  sense  desires,  Dr.  Latham  now  wished  to 
relax  somewhat  from  his  fatigues,  and  by  leaving  his  situ- 
ation  m  Bedford  Row,  and  going  to  the  westward,  to 
confine  his  practice  to  the  more  select  class.  This  wise 
plan  he  has  now  for  some  years  pursued,  without  derelictioa 
of  his  profession,  or  giving  up  those  pursuits,  which  at  one 
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time  he  intended  to  do,  and  Avhich  were  the  pleasure  of  his 
earlier  career.  The  improvement  of  his  prof'_*ssion  seems, 
indeed,  an  object  he  has  never  lost  sight  of;  and  his  last 
publication,  on  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  of  Me- 
dicine, the  cure  of  diabetes,  is  the  result  of  jears  of  inves- 
tigation, and  of  an  extended  and  painful  observation  on 
this  intricate  and  perplexing-  disease. 

To  this  subject  he  was  particularly  led,  by  the  great 
number  of  cases  of  this  malady  w  hich  had  fallen  under 
liis  care ;  and,  in  the  Introduction  to  his  Work,  he  has 
traced  the  sentiments  of  preceding  authors  from  the  ear- 
liest date,  shewing  that  learning  and  research  which 
might  be  expected  from  one,  who  had  been  bred  in  the 
classical  shades  of  Oxford,  and  traversed  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  with  studious  delight.  This  treatise,  therefore, 
will  continue  to  be  regarded,  for  its  full  elucidation  of  the 
history  of  the  disease,  and  for  its  appreciating  the  different 
remedies  that  have  been  employed,  both  by  others,  as 
well  as  in  Dr.  Latham's  own  practice.  The  value  of  such 
a  work  becomes  indeed  enhanced,  when  it  is  considered, 
that  it  is  the  result  of  extensive  practice  and  tried  expe- 
rience, not  the  offspring  of  hypothesis,  or  crude  and  un- 
settled opinion — the  deception  of  the  day. 

From  this  view  of  Dr.  Latham's  professional  progress, 
his  rank  and  standing  as  a  physician  justly  entitled  him 
to  the  highest  distinctions :  the  Prince  Regent  was 
accordingly  pleased  to  appoint  him  in  one  of  his  phy- 
sicians. But  what  may  be  regarded  as  a  still  higher 
preferment,  in  marking  the  estimation  of  his  associates, 
is,  his  present  dignified  preferment,  as  President  of  the 
College— an  honour  the  fother  of  a  Sidmouth  never  pos- 
sessed, though  the  friend  of  a  Chatham,  and  even  at  one 
time  the  political  negotiator  of  that  party.  Dr.  Latham 
is  F.  R.S.  and  a  Member  of  most  of  the  Medical  and  Lite- 
rary Societies  of  the  metropolis. 
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On  the  whole,  this  gentleman  has  always  been  distin- 
guished by  the  most  honorable  and  upright  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  his  private  life  is  commensurate  with  hii 
public  character. 


DR.  T.  HUME, 

FELLOW   OF   THE    ROYAL   COLLEGE   OF  PHYSICIANS 
PHYSICIAN  TO   HIS  MAJESTY'S  FORCES,   AND    PHY^' 
SICIAN  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

V^OLLEGE  rank  gives  a  dignity  to  military  service, 
while  the  importance  of  the  latter  ought  to  give,  in  re- 
turn, high  consequence  and  respect  to  the  individual  who 
is  thus  employed  in  the  first  of  duties,  the  service  of  his 
country. 

Dr.  T.  Hume  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  and   of  a  highly 
respectable  family,  who  have  represented  the  county  of 
Wicklow  during  many  parliaments.      He  was  educated 
chiefly  at  Oxford,   both  in  his  literary  and  professional 
acquirements.     Soon  after  entering  the  College,  he  was 
appointed  Physician  to  the  Expedition,  under  the  Duke 
of   Wellington,    then    Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,    in   1808. 
After  discharging  the  arduous  duties  of  this  service,  and 
returning  to  civil  life,  he   was,    in  the  following  year, 
elected  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital.     This  he 
resigned,  on  his  services  being  again  called  for  abroad, 
which  he  continued  in  the  Peninsula  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  contest,   till   obliged  to  return  in  1815,  on 
account  of  ill  health.     He  was  then  appointed,  as  a  re- 
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turn  for  what  he  had  suffered,  Ph^'sician  to  the  London 
District,  by  his  Royal  Highness  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
which  he  held  till  the  establishment  was  broken  up  by  the 
peace  in  1815.  -■  ■'  ■ 


FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS 

TASTE  for  general  literature  may  be  compared  to 
the  sun,  which  diffuses  a  brilliance  over  the  professional 
character,  and  is  also  in  its  turn  reflected  by  it,  mutually 
illuminating  each  other.  The  respectable  subject  of  this 
memoir  professes  this  taste  in  a  high  degree. 
,  Dr.  Ash  is  a  native  of  Birmingham,  a  town  more  remark- 
able for  its  manufacturing  operations  than  its  literary  im- 
provements, though  it  has  produced  some  eminent  charac- 
ters. Like  other  manufacturing  towns,  it  is  divided  be- 
tween the  Church  and  the  Dissenting  interest.  One  of  these 
conflicts  unfortunately  banished  the  celebrated  Dr.  Priest- 
ley to  America.  Whatever  his  opinions  were,  philosophy 
should  ever  be  protected  by  the  arts.  ^^^ 

Dr.  Ash's  early  education  was  conducted  at  his  native 
town,  under  the  direction  of  his  uncle,  an  eminent  physi- 
cian there,  who,  fortunately  for  Dr.  Ash,  had  no  son, 
and  he  thus  became  in  a  manner  filialized  to  him.  His 
object  was  to  breed  him  to  medicine;  and  in  doing  so, 
he  took  care  that  his  studies  should  be  concluded  on 
the  most  liberal  and  extended  footing.  He  was,  as 
Boon  as   the  period  of  life  permitted,  sent  to  Oxford, 
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that  his  mind  mif^ht  be  enriched  with  all  those  more  ele- 
gant and  classical  attainments,  which  designate  the  real 
scholar  and  man  of  literature;  and  by  his  influence,  in  a 
certain  time,  when  he  had  finished  the  plan  of  study  laid 
down  for  him,  he  was  chosen  a  travelling  Fellow,  an  ad- 
vantage in  the  power  of  few  to  obtain,  who  devote  their 
days  to  Medicine.     This  golden  opportunity  he  carefully- 
improved,  and  visited  all  those  parts  of  Europe,   which 
enter  into  the  circle  of  what  is  properly  termed  a  classical 
tour.     To  a  mind  stored  as   Dr.  Ash's  must  have  been 
previous  to  his  departure,  such  an  excursion  must  have 
opened  new  and  expanded  views  both  of  science  and  art; 
and  while  he  traced  the  institutions  of  his  own  country, 
compared  with  those  on  the  continent,  in  respect  to  Medi- 
cine, he  would  feel  justly  proud   at  the  superiority  in 
rank  and  science  that  the  profession  could  claim  in  Britain, 
compared  with  the  rest  of  Europe.     But  the  acquirements 
of  Dr.  Ash  in  Medicine  were  not  confined  to  their  culti- 
vation at  Oxford.  He  was  early  sent  to  Edinburgh,  where 
he  past  the  regular  routine    of  academical  study,    and 
where  he  had  the  fullest  opportunities  of  being  acquainted 
both  with  the  leading  hypothesis,  and  first  practice  of  the 
day.     The  extensive  establishment  of  the  Royal  Infirmary 
of  Edinburgh,  presents  such  a  variety  of  practice,  con- 
ducted on  scientific  principles,  from  the  number  of  clinical 
physicians  who  are  appointed  to  attend,  that  the  dullest 
student  cannot  fail  to  derive  the  most  complete  instruction 
in  the  application  of  the  powers  of  Medicine. 

Thus  gifted,  and  after  the  fullest  opportunities  of  re- 
flection and  study.  Dr.  Ash  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  at  Oxford,  preparatory  to  his  entering  upon 
practice,  and  becoming  a  Fellow  of  the  College.  He 
then  settled  in  the  metropolis:  and  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
and  his  union  with  his  niece,  gave  Dr.  Ash  that  fortune, 
so  necessary   to  the    independence  both  of   a    literary 
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and  professional  character.  Like  all  men  of  high  acquire- 
ments of  mind,  naturally  diffident  and  modest,  he  is  above 
those  arts  which  are  too  often  employed  to  attract  popu- 
larity. He  enjoys  a  respectable  practice,  and  that  happy 
medium,  which  can  alike  devote  itself  to  literary  ease  or 
professional  employment.  The  respect  paid  to  Dr.  Ash 
by  the  College  is  a  just  tribute  to  his  merit,  and  he  has 
generally  a  hand,  in  most  of  the  official  papers  that  appear* 
The  correctness  of  his  style,  and  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  classical  lore,  make  him  a  proper  critic  on  the  less 
refined  taste  of  many  of  his  brethren*. 

On  the  whole,  Dr.  Ash  may  be  compared,  in  point  of 
science  and  literary  attainments,  to  the  Arbuthnots,  tho 
Meads,  and  Garths,  of  former  days. 


SIR  FRANCIS  MILLMAN,  Bart. 

LATE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHY- 
SICLiNS;  AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  HIS  MAJESTY. 

J_0  preserve  dignity  without  ostentation,  is  tJie  mark  of 
a  correct  judgment  and  solid  understanding;  and  the  de- 
serving individual,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  has  known, 
in  a  long  and  high  practice,  the  art  of  both  acquiring  re- 
spect and  esteem. 

Sir  Francis  Millman  was  born  in  Devonshire,  where  his 
early  life  was  j-pent,  and  pursued  his  professional  studies 
partly  at  Oxibrd,  and  partly  at  Edinbmgh.  At  Oxford 
lie  was  a  travelling  Fellow,  and  thus  had  every  advantage 
of  a  most  liberal  and  finished  plan  of  study.  The  first 
proof  of  his  abilities  he  gave  in  a  celebrated  Dissertation  oij 
Dropsy, refuting  tlie  former  practical  notions  on  this  subject, 


*  Dr.  Bowles's  Theory  of  Irritability  is  exclusively  Dr.  Asli's, 
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and  shewing-  the  advantage  of  the  use  of  liquids,  in  exciting- 
the  action  of  the  absorbent  system,  and  assisting  the  ope- 
tation  of  medicine,  rather  than  an  abstinence  from  them— 
the  doctrine  so  rigidly  and  generally  inculcated  by  all 
practitioners.  This  dissertation  justly  gained  him  nnicb 
eclat,  and  was  evidently  the  fruit  of  matured  reflection 
and  just  reasoning  on  the  subject. 

Sir  Francis,  then  Dr.  Millman,  first  settled  in  the  me- 
tropolis, and  his  interest  at  court  gained  him,  on  the  first 
vacancy,  to  be  appointed  one  of  the  royal  physicians,  not 
merely  with  the  tide,  but  as  one  havin-  the  particular 
confidence  and  attention  of  the  family.  In  consequence 
of  this,  he  became  created  a  baronet,  as  a  mark  of  special 
favour;  and  was  called  in,  as  the  favourite  physician  of 
the  day,  on  every  illness  that  occurred. 

This  partiality  could  not  fiii  to  be  highly  advantageous 
to  his  practice  witli  the  hig-)ier  circles  of  rank  and  fashion, 
Qnd  accordingly  he  took  the  lead  as  a  court-physician  for 
many  years.  The  succes.-^ive  administrations,  however, 
g-eneraliy  regulate  the  medical  attendance;  and  the  phy- 
sician in  high  favour  at  the  time,  is  usually  connected  in  a 
certain  degree  with  the  reigning-  party  of  the  day. 

SirFrancis  accordingly,  as  his  friends  retired,  like  others 
before  him,  experienced  the  same  change;  but  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  physician  could  no  way  be  alFected  by  this  change, 
though  his  practice  might  be  somewhat  diminished.    This 
however,  is  of  less  consequence  to  Sir  Francis :  indepen- 
dent in  point  of  fortune  (for  he  possesses  considerable 
estates  in  Devonshire),  practice  is  to  him   a  secondary 
consideration.     This  is  of  the  highest  importance,  both  to 
a  literary  and  a  professional   character;    and   the  man 
whose  mind  is  busied  with  the  necessities  of  the  moment, 
who  feels  the  pressure  of  the  "  res  angusla  domi,''  can 
neither  improve  himself,  nor  satisfy  others. 

But  besides  his  consequence  at  court,  Sir  Francis  has 
stood  also  in  the  most  respectable  estimation  with   the 
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College.  The  Harveian  oration  delivered  hy  him,  is  equal 
to  any  that  has  met  the  fullest  approbation  of  his  compe- 
titors, the  subject  of  which  was  the  Methodus  Studendi; 
and  the  resignation  of  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  as  President,  gave 
the  College  an  opportunity  of  shewing  their  opinion  of 
his  merit,  bj  the  electors  unanimously  choosing  him  to  tlie 
vacant  chair.  During  his  incumbency  of  office,  highly  to 
his  credit,  the  rigour  which  marked  the  former  adminis- 
tration Mas  greatly  relaxed,  and  he  conducted  himself 
equally  as  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar. 

From  the  snecimen  given  by  Sir  Francis,  in  his  Disserta- 
tion on  Dropsy,  of  just  and  correct  reasoning,  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  his  pen  has  not  been  employed  oftener  on 
practical  subjects.     He  seems,  from  this  performance,  to 
have  a  turn  for  new  and  peculiar  views  of  the  treatment 
of  diseases;  and  a  mind  so  calculated  is  certainly  highly 
capable  of  making  valuable  improvements,  and  important 
deductions,  were  it  at  leisure  to  pursue  them.     His  work 
on  Scurvy  is  also  one  of  high  merit:  and  to  him  certainly 
belongs  the  credit  of  having  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
prevention  of  contagious  fevers  in  the  metropolis,  by  the 
doctrines  there  laid  down— a  disease  rare  in  comparison 
with  former  times,  when  it  proved  the  chief  pest  of  society. 
.  In  consequence  of  the  attention  he  had  paid  to  this  par- 
ticular subject,  when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  year  1805,  instituted 
a  Board  of  Health,  to  guard  the  country  from  the  intro- 
duction of  the  pestilential  disease,  which  had  raged  with 
such  violence  at  Cadiz  and  the  neighbouring  coasts  of  the 
Mediterranean,  he  was  appointed  to  a  place  at  it,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  composition  of  those  Memoirs,  which 
were  printed  and  published  by  government,  and  which 
contain   the  best  instructions    for  securing  any  country 
from  the  introduction  of  pestilential  disorders.     Whilst 
the  Board  was  employed  in  devising  the  means  (with  every 
prospect  of  success)  of  lessening  the  extraordinary  mor- 
tality usually  experienced  by  troops  in  the  West  Indies, 
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owing  to  the  change  in  the  administration  which  occurred 
in  180G,  it  was  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  dissolved,  and 
has  never  since  been  assembled,  though  their  labours  pro- 
mised important  advantages  to  the  public.  It  is  indeed 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  a  Board  of  this  kind  should  not 
have  continued  always  established  for  subjects  of  medical 
police  and  national  improvement.  It  would  add  greatly 
to  the  character  of  the  country,  and  shew  a  laudable  zeal 
in  governmentj  to  have  an  institution  at  all  times  to  refer 
to,  on  any  alarm,  which  either  real  danger  or  popular  pre- 
judice might  create. 


DR.  R.  WILLIS, 

TELLOW   OF   THE  ROYAL   COLLEGE   OF  PHYSICIANS, 

&c.  &c. 

X  ROFESSIONAL  inheritance  is  not  so  frequent  as  in 
mechanical  life.  It  is  certainly  of  advantage,  where  facts 
and  experience  are  only  looked  to,  that  such  an  hereditary 
pursuit  of  the  same  profession  should  proceed  from  father 
to  son;  but  in  the  case  of  science,  it  has  perhaps  an  op- 
posite effect,  and  the  prejudices  of  tlie  father  are  thus  apt 
to  have  a  strong  influence  on  the  mind  of  the  son,  and, 
from  motives  of  respect  and  affection,  to  mislead  his  better 
judgment.  This  we  should  consider,  though  we  do  not 
absolutely  vouch  for  it  to  be  the  case,  with  the  subject  of 
the  present  memoir:  for  his  father,  a  clergyman,  and  not 
professionally  bred,  would,  like  all  persons  who  take  up  a 
particular  point,  that  is  entirely  new  to  them,  and  where 
they  want  the  real  and  solid  foundation  to  go  upon,  im- 
bibe partialities  for  certain  modes  of  procedure,  unsanc- 
tioned by  the  laws  of  the  economy,  or  the  constitution  of 
the  human  mind. 

Dr.  R,  Willi's  is  the  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Willis,  so  well 
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iino^vu  as  his  Majcst>\s  physician  in  his  first  illness.    This 
gentleman  wiih  a  clergyman,  wlio  kept  a  private  mad" 
house,  and   liad  paid  much  attention  to   the    effects    of 
mania.     Having  bred  this  gentleman  and  his  brother  to 
follow  the  same  line  of  practice,  he  determined  wisely 
they  should  not  labour  under  the  same  defect  he  felt  at- 
tach to  himself.     Dr.  R.  Willis  was  accordingly  profes- 
sionally educated  at  Oxford,  Avhere  he  took  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,    and  became  in  consequence  a 
Fellow  of  the  College.     His  father's  success,  remunerated 
by  the  gratitude  of  Parliament,  had  rendered  him  pro- 
fessionally independent,    and  he  thus  began  his   career 
loaded  with  honours  and  emolument.     The  line  of  prac- 
tice was  already  established  in  his  family,  and  he  had 
©lily  therefore,  in  the  language  of  scripture,  to  go  on  in 
his  way  rejoicing.     There  is,  perhaps,  no  professional  de- 
partment attended  with  so  much  emolument,  and  none 
which  has  so  little  trouble  attached  to  it,  according  to 
the  common  plan  of  proceeding.     The  late  Dr.  S.  F.  Simr 
mons  kft  a  fortune  of  nearly  £200,000,   accumulated 
solely  by  this  traffic.     He  began  life  with  all  the  difficul- 
ties of  a  young  physician,  and  was  obliged  for  long  to 
trust  to  his  literary  acquirements,  to  eke  out  the  sorry 
support  which  his  car]y  practice  afforded.     His  appoint- 
ment at  St.  Luke's  was  a  preferment  of  little  profit,  ex- 
cept as  placing  him  in  the  public  eye.     His  private  recep- 
tacles of  insanity  were  the  great  and  only  source  of  his 
fortune.     Dr.  Willis's  advantages  have  been  superior  to 
his,  and  require  but  an  equal  number  of  years  to  render 
tljem  e({ually  enormous. 

The  suijjoct  of  mania,  we  must  say,  ought  to  be  a  pe- 
culiar study.  To  trace  the  action  of  the  mind  on  the  ma- 
terial fabric,  of  that  invisible  and  unembodied  influence, 
which  regulates  every  fibre  and  nerve,  is  equally  worthy 
t)ie  close  investigation  of  the  philosopher,  «s  of  the  phy* 
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sicinn.      The  peculiar  chfiracters  of  mania  are  suspmok 
and  coTjSardice.     Tlie  first  is  shewn  by  the  rooted  distrust 
<ind  aversion  of  its  nearest  and  dearest  ties;  the  second, 
by  the  effect  of  coercion,  which  reduces  it  to  a  state  of 
subjection.     Thus  the  maniac  may  be  considered  as  (lie 
most  selfish  of  all  characters,  and  entirely  occupied  with 
himself  and  his  own  interests.    Under  these  circumstances 
the  point  is,  what  mode  of  treatment  is  the  best  to  adopt, 
to  produce  a  return  of  reason,  or  the  diffusion  of  those 
feelings  which  appear  concentrated  on  itself.     If  coercion 
is  too  strictly  employed,  the  maniac  acquires  cunning   to 
elude  it  and  deceive.    If  lenity  is  used  to  a  certain  degree, 
it  invites  to  confidence,  opens  the  sluices  of  the  heart, 
contracted  by  tlie  constant  recollection  of  its  own  sensa- 
tions, and  withdraws  the  unhappy  sufferer  as  it  were  from 
himself     A  proper  medium  should  therefore  be  struck. 
It  is  fit  the  maniac  should  linow  there  is  a  restraint  over 
him,  capable  of  subduing  him;    but,   at  the  same  timc^ 
that  there  is  no  inclination  on  tlse  part  of  those  in  whose 
hands  he  is  placed,  to  exercise  it  unnecessarily,     in  mania 
the  powers  of  medicine  have  been  little  tried,  and  those 
most  conversant  in  this  line  have  sat  down  with  a  hope- 
less apathy,  so  far  as  it  is  concerned.     Some  late  experi- 
ments, it  is  said,  have  proved,  that  a  constant  irritation 
kept  up  on  the  head,  by  water  dropped  from  an  height, 
has  had  a  strong  influence,  by  its  couiiter  stimulus,  to 
restore  the  energies  of  the  brain,  and  recal  the  rays  of 
suspended  reason.     This  principle  ought  certainly  to  be 
pursued.     It  is  a  subject  well  worthy  the  closest  investi- 
gation, when,  perhaps,  the  difficulty  of  "  ministering  to  a 
"  mind  diseased,"  would  be  overcome. 

Dr.  Willis  has  had  the  fullest  opportunities,  from  his 
education  and  his  connexions,  of  makinar  himself  ac- 
quainted  with  whatever  respects  the  system  of  manage- 
ment.     This  part  was  accordingly  properly  assigned  to 
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him  on  his  Majesty's  present  attack;  and  by  thus  dividing 
the  royal  person  between  him  and  the  attending  phy- 
sicians, a  very  wise  and  judicious  plan  has  been  adopted, 
so  far  as  any  thing  could  be  done  in  so  forlorn  a  situ- 
ation. 

The  power  granted  to  the  College,  by  the  wise  enact- 
ments of  the  Legislature,  on  the  subject  of  mania,  might 
certainly  be  applied  by  this  learned  body,  both  to  increase 
their  own  importance  in  the  eye  of  the  public,  and  also 
to  benefit  society.  At  present,  the  commission  is  merely 
confined  to  the  licensing  houses  for  the  insane;  but  if  the 
commissioners  were  to  extend  their  cares  farther,  and  not 
be  satisfied  with  merely  forbidding  these  houses  to  do 
ill,  but  also  perpetually  observing  they  shoiild  do  nothing 
but  good,  then  their  object  would  be  complete.  This 
might  be  easily  done  by  attention  to  three  leading  points. 

I.  The  first  should  he,  that  such  houses  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  none  but  professional  characters. 

II.  The  second  is,  that  regular  reports  should  be  laid, 
from  these  houses,  before  the  Commissioners,  &c. 

III.  The  third  is,  that  they  should  be  occasionally 
visited  by  the  members  of  the  commission,  and  considered 
under  their  regular  controul. 

The  first  point  is  a  fundamental  one.  There  is  both  a 
responsibility  and  knowledge  attached  to  the  real  profes- 
sional character,  which  will  prevent  those  cases  occurring 
from  intrigue  and  design,  which  are  so  often  the  subjects 
of  inquiry  in  courts  of  justice,  and  shew  the  danger  of 
such  receptacles  in  a  high  degree.  Besides,  in  a  pro- 
fessional hand  something  will  be  attempted  in  the  way  of 

recovery. 

Rcgjilar  reports  of  the  number  of  cases,  and  their  pro- 
gress, will  make  the  individuals  who  keep  them  attentive  to 
their  duty,  and  cautious  how  ihcy  act;  and  the  occasional 
visitation  of  the  College  will  still  more  strongly  euforce 
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this.  From  this  source  a  certain  sum  micht  be  even  raised, 
applicable  to  a  variet_y  of  useful  purposes.  The  mode  of 
doing  it  miglit  be  by  a  trifling-  annual  assessment  on  each 
patient  in  these  houses ;  and  certainly  the  regular  visita- 
tion of  the  College  would  be  of  more  value  to  the  patient 
than  the  tax.  The  present  respectable  member,  who  has 
paid  so  much  attention  to  the  subject,  will  see  the  propriety 
of  this,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  enforce  it.  Such  a  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  community  would  raise  this  learned 
body  still  higher  in  public  estimation,  and  thus  shew  them 
laudably  exerted  to  do  every  thing  that  comes  within 
their  jurisdiction,  for  improving  the  public  weal,  and  that 
the  powers  of  their  charter  are  committed  to  proper  hand^. 

The  subject  of  mania  has  of  late  years  exercised  the 
pen  of  a  number  of  writers;  but  nothing  has  appeared 
unfortunately  from  the  College  Commissioners,  from 
whom  it  would  come  with  official  weight  and  impressive 
authority,  that  could  not  fail  to  have  a  commanding  in- 
fluence on  the  public  mind.  A  committee  appointed  for 
the  special  investigation  of  official  subjects,  and  a  com- 
munication of  these  drawn  up  in  the  superior  manner  that 
might  be  expected  to  the  profession,  would  be  a  most 
useful  and  praiseworthy  conduct  on  their  part;  and  there 
are  a  sufficient  number  of  members,  who  both  possess  a 
literary  turn,  and  whose  employment  is  not  so  constant 
as  to  prevent  them  devoting  a  part  of  their  time  to  such 
a  necessary  and  desirable  occupation. 

Dr.  Willis,  as  far  as  we  know,  possesses  both  profes- 
sional knowledge,  and,  from  his  intercourse  with  the  first 
circles,  and  his  having  every  advantage  which  the  polish 
of  education  bestows,  he  cannot  fail  to  unite  the  gentle- 
man  and  scholar  in  his  general  deportment  and  behaviour. 
lie  has  been  long  a  Fellow  of  the  College,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  different  literary  societies  and  institutions  of  the 
metropolis. 


Gi 


^z.^.^ /^--^^^  DR.  W.  HEBERDEN, 

FELLOW  OF  TflE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF   PHYSICIANS'; 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  HIS  MAJESTY. 

**  Forles  crnantur  fortibus,"  &c.  &c. 

Hor.  Laudes  Driisu 

A-  HE  above  quotation  of  Horace  is  aptly  applied  to  the 
present  respectable  individual,  who  boasts  a  professional 
inheritance,  and  succeeded  to   the  reputation,  influence^ 
and  fortune,  of  his  father  and  predecessor  in  the  same 
walk.     The  late  Dr.  Ileberden  shewed  himself  one  of  the 
first  class,  both  as  a  practitioner  and  writer.     His  Com- 
mentaries on  the  Diseases  of  the  Metropolis,  such  as  he 
liad  seen  them,  display  just  observation,  tried  experience, 
and  judicious  treatment — and  the  language  in  which  they 
are  written,  is  the  test  equally  of  the  scholar  and  the  gen- 
tleman.   In  the  words  of  Dr.  Lettsom,  to  the  author  of  the 
present  Work,  "  the  writings  of  the  late  Dr.  Heberden 
point  out  to  the    profession,   the  powerful  effects  with 
patients  that  a  physician  experienced  in  the  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  inspires  more  than  either  the  formula  of 
prescription,  or  the  regimen  and  even  precept  enjoined  by 
him."     It  may  be  also  here  observed,  that  to  gain  royal 
confidence  is  a  diiFicult  task;  nor  is  it  less  difficult,  when 
gained,  to  preserve  it.    The  two  distinguished  individuals 
of  this  name  have  been  fortunate  in  this  respect,  as  they 
have  at  all  times  enjoyed  nearly  an  exclusive  attendance 
on  royalty,  on  that  intimate  and  domestic  footing,  which 
leaves  the  other  physicians  flir  behind. 

Dc.  W.  Heberden  is  a  native  of  London,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Eton  College,  as  his  preparatory  school  to  the 
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University  of  Cambridge.  To  this  seminary  he  wa^s  sent 
at  a  fit  age,  and  began  his  professional  studies,  which  were 
prosecuted  with  the  order  of  one  who  wished  to  make  a 
figure  in  life.  His  education  was  conducted  on  a  scale 
equal  to  his  father's  situation,  the  high  circle  in  which  he 
moved,  and  his  own  natural  expectations  of  pursuing  the 
same  path  of  professional  celebrity.  Though  bred  at 
Cambridge,  he  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
at  Oxford,  and  soon  after  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
College,  in  which  he  has  taken  a  distinguished  lead. 
From  his  first  starting  in  life  he  became  properly  a 
court-physician,  and  the  circles  of  rank  were  exclusively 
his  patients.  To  this  he  was  naturally  introduced  by 
his  father,  and  from  the  connexion  he  had  formed  him- 
self being  chiefly  in  this  sphere.  We  may  here  remark, 
that  this  is  one  great  advantage  the  physicians  had  at 
the  English  universities  over  every  other.  They  are 
reared  in  the  same  seminary  with  the  rising  hopes  of 
the  nation.  They  form  friendships  and  intimacies  of  the 
first  importance  to  their  future  fortune;  and  they  thus 
gain,  both  for  themselves  and  the  body  to  which  they 
belong,  a  commanding  influence  in  all  professional  mat- 
ters. Where  the  professional  character  is  not  high  for 
talent,  the  remembrance  of  former  friendship  gives  a  pre- 
possession, the  leading  step  to  practice.  With  every  ad- 
vantage of  this  kind,  Dr.  Heberden  could  not  fail  to  stand 
at  the  head  of  professional  rank.  His  practice,  however, 
is  rather  select  than  too  extensive. 

The  situation  of  his  Majesty  has  placed  him,  for  a  pe- 
riod of  years,  in  a  station  highly  dignified  and  important. 
His  attendance  has  been  constant  during  the  successive 
changes  of  the  physicians,  and  he  has  th«i'efore  had  an 
opportunity  of  studying  the  royal  malady  through,aJl  its 
shapes  and  variations.     His  conduct  must  have  been  par- 

F 


66 

ticularly  prudent,  correct,  and  satisf.ictory,  in  his  inter- 
course with  the  jarring  interests  with  which  he  has  at 
times  occasion  to  associate.  The  drawing  xm^  the  pubh'c 
reports,  or  bulletins,  has  been  always,  we  understand, 
epecially  committed  to  him — a  task  of  some  difliculty, 
where  curiosity  was  awakened  on  the  one  hand,  and  pru- 
dence was  necessary  on  the  other.  To  vary  the  mere  de- 
tail of  symptoms  without  comment,  for  such  a  length  of 
time,  required  certainly  address  and  consideration;  and 
whatever  clamours  might  arise  from  disappointment,  the 
information  was  generally  sufficient  for  every  good  or  loyal 
purpose. 

In  1810,  Dr.  Heberden  delivered  in  his  turn  the  Har- 
veian  oration,  which,  both  in  matter  and  composition,  is 
equal  to  the  best  that  has  appeared.  This  gentleman  is 
also  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  of  the  most  emi- 
nent and  dignified  literary  associations. 

Having  from  the  first  commencement  of  his  career  been 
above  hospital  practice,  we  cannot  judge  what  would  be 
the  treatment  of  this  physician,  were  he  unfettered  by  that 
mild  mode  of  proceeding,  which  the  attendance  on  fashion- 
able life  requires.  His  attainments,  both  literary  and  pro- 
fessional, are  of  the  first  class;  and,  in  the  circle  of  those 
among  whom  his  particular  line  has  placed  him,  he  dis- 
plays those  refined  feelings  and  manners,  which  give  con- 
sequence to  learning,  and  dignity  to  the  professional  cha- 
racter. 


67 


DR.  E.  N.  BANCROFT, 


FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
PHYSIC  FAN  TO  HIS  MAJESTY'S  FORCES,  AND  LATE 
PHYSICIAN  TO  ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL. 


i^LLILITARY  medical  service,  we  have  repeatedly 
stated,  is  the  best  school  for  the  practical  physician,  and 
the  present  respectable  individual  can  justly  boast  more 
tried  experience  in  this  field  of  instruction  than  any  mem- 
ber of  the  College.  To  this  may  be  added,  that  he  is 
equally  distinguished  for  his  literary  and  his  professional 
attainments. 

Dr.  E.  N.  Bancroft  is  a  native  of  London,  and  the  son 
of  Dr.  Edward  Bancroft,  F.  R.  S.  and  author  of  an 
Essay  on  the  Natural  History  of  Guiana,  and  of  a 
work  on  the  Philosophy  of  permanent  Colours.  He  re- 
ceived his  classical  education  under  the  Reverend  Doc- 
tors C.  Burney  and  Samuel  Parr,  and  afterwards  pur- 
sued his  studies  at  Cambridge  (where  he  ultimately  ob- 
tained his  degrees  in  medicine),  and  at  the  medical  schools 
of  London  and  Edinburgh.  In  1795  he  was  appointed 
Physician  to  the  Army,  and  in  this  capacity  served  many 
years  in  the  Windward  Islands,  Portugal,  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  Egypt,  as  well  as  in  England.  He  has  be- 
sides travelled  over  a  considerable  part  of  Europe,  and 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  1808  he  was  elect- 
ed Physician  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  in  London  ;  but 
in  1811,  his  health  requiring  a  warfrt  climate,  he  resigned 
tkat  office,  and  removed,  to  Jamaica,  where  he  is  em- 
ployed as  Physician  to  the  Army.     In  the  year  last'raen- 
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tioned  he  published  "  an  Essay  on  the  Disease  called 
Yellow  Fever,"  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  correct  the 
notions  generally  held  about  contagion,  and  to  prove 
that  the  yellow  fever  is  not  contagious. 

Dr.  Bancroft's  publications  display  not  only  the  finished 
style  of  the  classical  scholar,  but  the  acute  and  accurate 
reasoning  of  the  logician.  His  inductions  are  generally 
drawn  in  a  strong  and  masterly  manner,  and  as  a  polemi- 
cal writer,  he  uses  his  pen  with  much  energy  and  effect,  in 
turning  the  facts  or  arguments  of  an  antagonist  against 
himself  On  the  whole,  he  may  be  considered  as  rank- 
ing high  in  the  list  of  the  College,  and  doing,  honor,  by 
his  accomplishments,  to  the  Fellowship.  ,■,-.-..,.      .i^j 
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DR.  PELHAM  >yAllREi^, 


FELLOW   OF   THE    ROYAL   COLLEGE    OF   PHYSICIANS. 
AKD  LATE  PHYSICIAN  TO  ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL. 


This  gentleman  is  the.son  ofthe  late  Dr.  Warren : 
he  has  been  long  a  Fellow  ofthe  College,  and  also  Phy- 
sician to  St.  George's  Hospital,  which  he  some  time  ago 
resio-ned.  '  He  has  written  a  paper  on  stomach  com- 
plaints, in  the  Transactions  of  the  College,  which  is 
much  commended  by  his  friends. 
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DR.  MATON, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS; 
LATE  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  WESTMINSTER  INFIR- 
aiARY ;  AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  QUEEN. 

jnLUTHORITY  is  a  dangerous  precipice,  assailable  on 
all  sides;  and  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  delegated,  in 
peculiar  situations,  requires  a  stubborn  hand,  and  stern 
virtue,  to  avoid  those  embarrassments,  into  which  his 
public  duty  will  often  throw  him.  The  present  respect- 
able individual  has  maintained  the  rights  of  the  College 
with  that  rigid  honour,  which  has  exposed  him  at  times  to 
personal  dislike. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Maton  is  descended  from  a  respectable  family 
in  Somersetshire,  where  his  early  youth  was  spent,  and 
his  first  proficiency  in  learning  acquired.   His  professional 
studies  began  under  the  late  celebrated  botanist.  Dr.  Pul- 
teney,  of  Blandford,  of  whom  he  has  written  a  life,  pre- 
fixed to  his  works ;  and  here  he  was  companion  with  Dr. 
Reid,  who  was  also  under  the  same  tuition.     At  a  fit 
time  he  wag  sent  to  Oxford ;  and  betwixt  this  university 
and  the  London  Hospitals,  with  an  occasional  residence 
at  Edinburgh,  he  finished  that  professional  career  essen- 
tial before  commencing  practice.     At  Oxford  he  took  his 
Doctor's  degree,  and  then  sat  down  in  the  metropolis, 
where  he  soon  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College.  A  vacancy 
happening  in  the  Westminster  Infirmary,  he  was  appointed 
Physician  to  this  Charity — an  excellent  school  for  acquir- 
ing experience.     The  duties  of  this  station  he  discharged 
for  several  years,  with  much  credit  to  himself,  and  benefit 
to  the  establishment ;  and  the  periodical  publications  bear 
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testimony  to  his  attention  as  a  practitioner,  from  tlie  facts 
communicated  by  him  during  this  period. 

His  situation,  industry,  and  connexions,  soon  brought 
him  into  an  enlarged  practice.     He  was  appointed  Phy- 
sician to  her  Majesty,  and  the  cliarge  of  the  Infirmary  h.? 
accordingly  resigned,  as  incompatible  with  his  other  en- 
gagements.    As  a  Member  of  the  College,  he  stands  in  a 
dignified  footing;  and  has  filled  the  Censorship  with  the 
warmest  zeal  for  its  interests.     From  his  classical  attain- 
ments, he  was  named  one  of  the  Committee  for  revising 
the  Pharmacopceia,  on  which  we  have  already  made  our 
observations,  in  the  memoir  of  Dr.  Powell.    He  has  lately 
been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Treasurer,  a  proof  of  the 
confidence  of  his  colleagues ;  and  in  process  of  time  he 
seems  destined  to  be  one  of  those,  who  will  fill  the  Pre- 
sident's chair.     Nothing  is  of  so  much  consequence  to  a 
young  physician,  as  a  firm  footing  in  College  opinion :  it 
smooths  the  avenues  to  practice,  and  introduces  him  to 
the  first  circles,  if  aided  by  respectable  talents  and  an 
yielding  temper.      The  present  individual  has  long  sur- 
mounted the  difficulties  of  his  noviciate,  and  got  into  that 
connexion,  which  will  make  him  a  rival  to  the  first  names 
of  the  profession. 

The  specimens  he  has  given  of  literary  abilities  in  his 
life  of  Dr.  Pulteney,  and  his  periodical  cases,  shew  his 
discrimination,  and  the  selection  and  style  of  the  scholar. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  his  engagements  Avill  not  prevent  him 
the  farther  exercise  of  his  pen;  and  that  the  profession 
yy'iW  owe  to  him  the  same  obligations  for  professional  im- 
provement and  information  as  the  College  has  done,  for 
his  attention  to  guard  their  laws,  and  maintain  their  pri- 
vileges, 
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DR.  PEMBERTON, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

-13J.EDICAL  practice  generally  observes  the  same  rules 
as  the  fashions  of  the  day ;  but  the  physician  who,  instead 
of  pursuing  the  beaten  round,  thinks  for  himself,  and  has 
recourse  to  modes  of  proceeding  bold  and  energetic,  is 
entitled  to  the  best  thanks  of  society. 

Dr.  Peraberton  is  descended  from  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Pemberton,  whose  grandson  he  is.  He  was  educated  at 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  afterwards  at  Gonville  and  Cains 
Colleges,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  degree  in  1794, 
and  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College  in  1796.  The  me- 
tropolis became  from  the  first  the  scene  of  his  practice, 
and  he  has  trod  last  in  the  way  of  the  first  medical  cha- 
racters of  the  day. 

Dr.  Pemberton  seems  to  have  laid  a  solid  literary  foun- 
dation, as  the  basis  of  his  reputation,  in  the  first  instance; 
and  his  work  on  various  diseases  of  the  abdominal 
Tiscera  marks  a  turn  for  observation,  and  a  decided  and 
manly  practice,  which  soars  above  the  common-place  pro- 
ceedings, so  generally  followed,  and  so  inefficacious. 
Laying  aside  modern  theories,  the  cobwebs  of  fancy,  he 
has  returned  to  the  doctrines  of  former  times,  and  revived 
the  system  of  depletion,  the  most  congenial  to  the  health 
and  restoration  of  the  human  constitution.  In  acute  dis- 
eases, it  is  clear,  that  copious  and  sudden  depletion  of 
the  arterial  stream,  is  the  only  means  to  check  the  rapid 
course  of  inflammatory  action.  Instead  of  this,  it  has 
been  the  opinion,  for  a  length  of  time,  that  the  present 
state  of  constitutional  vigour  does  not  admit  this  Ilcr- 
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culean  remedy,  that  the  modern  habit  wants  that  tonic 
fibre,  w'hich  necessitates  such  a  measure  ;  and  that 'such 
powerful  means  employed,  though  useful,  retard  the  re- 
covery. Hence  venesection  has  been  almost  laid  aside, 
and  the  cure  of  the  most  phlogistic  diseases  entrusted  to 
milder  methods.  Where,  indeed,  it  is  employed,  it  is 
only  in  small  quantity,  and  almost  without  repetition. 

Dr.  Pemberton,  however,  in  acute  diseases,  has  justly 
restored  the  ancient  and  rational  practice  of  tinge  bleed- 
ing, suited  to  the  urgency  of  symptoms,  and  in  a  degree 
so  as  to  give  an  immediate  check  to  the  humid  circulation. 
The  same  thing  has  been  done  by  the  ingenious  Professor 
Gregory,  of  Edinburgh,  who  considers  twenty-nine  ounces 
as  a  moderate  bleeding,  in  pneumonic  and  other  active 
cases,  repeated  every  six  or  eight  hours,  even  ad  deli- 
quium.     The  good  effects  of  tliis  practice  are  often  seen 
in  military  life.     Dr.  Pemberton  has  the  merit  of  extend- 
inff  it  to  the  ranks  of  fashion,  shewing  that  conscientious 
boldness,  which  a  physician,  who  has  the  real  salvation  of 
his  patient  at  heart,  will  ever  possess. 

It  may  be  indeed  remarked,  that  in  all  diseases  of  the 
arterial  system,  or  of  an  acute  nature,  proportionate 
bledding-  may  be  regarded  as  the  proper  specific ;  while, 
in  those  of  the  venous  system,  purging  offers  a  remedy 
for  the  most  part  equally  effectual. 

The  return  to  this  pure  antiphlogistic  system  has  been 
also  much  enforced  by  the  writings  of  Mr.  Watt,  surgeon, 
in  Glasgow;  and  the  benefit  of  the  same  system  has 
been  farther  displayed,  in  that  excellent  practical  work, 
from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  Senior  Physician  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  Use  of  Purgatives 
in  various  Diseases.  These  works  have  given  a  powerful 
check  to  modern  hypothesis,  and  coincide  with  and  enforce 
the  propriety  of  Dr.  Pemberton's  practice.    It  shews,  that 
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different  men  of  sound  judgment  and    just  observation 
will  be  led  to  the  same  point,  and  draw  similar  conclusions. 

Dr.  Pemberton,  thefefore,  may  be  considered  as  a  prac- 
tical physician  of  the  first  class,  who  is  capable  of  that 
boldness  and  decision,  to  which  many  of  his  fashionable 
brethren  are  strangers ;  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  he  will  set 
that  laudable  example,  of  attending  less  for  the  sake  of 
the.fee,  and  humouring  the  prejudices  of  the  patient,  than 
for  doing  that  benefit,  which  a  just  conception  of  disease, 
and  an  energetic  mode  of  practice,  enable  him  to  confer. 
Of  late  years,  the  fashionable  practice  has  been  merely 
playing  with  the  patient.  This  practice  was  much  gone 
into,  in  consequence  of  the  example  of  the  late  Dr.  He- 
berden,  who,  though  an  acute  man,  and  an  accurate  ob- 
server, trifled  too  much  with  the  malady.  The  same 
mode  too  much  distinguishes  some  of  the  first  names  of 
the  present  day. 

The  court  physician,  who  prescribes  a  grain  of  hemlock 
in  every  prescription,  can  certainly  expect  no  more  from 
it  than  from  a  colouring  substance.  Dr.  Pemberton  ap- 
pears above  such  littleness;  and  by  being  so,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  is  eventually  destined  to  take  a  leading  cha- 
racter of  precedence,  of  which  he  seems  highly  deserving 
by  his  conduct. 

Dr.  Pemberton  was  seven  years  physician  to  St.  George's 
Hospital,  since  which  he  has  devoted  himself  to  private 
practice  only.  In  1807  he  delivered  his  Harveian  oration, 
which  is  written  in  the  true  style  of  Ciceronian  composi- 
tioih 


74 


DK.  CHARLES  GOWEK, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS-, 
SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  MIDDLESEX  HOSPITAL, 
PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  REFUGE  FOR  THE  DESTITUTE, 
AND  TO  THE  CLERGY  ORPHAN  CHARITY. 

Good  nature,  and  a  good  heart,  are  traits  of  charac- 
ter, that  not  only  gain  but  command  friendship;  and  to 
the  possession  of  these  qualities,  the  present  individual 
owes  his  highly  respectable  professional  situation. 

Dr.  Gower  is  a  native  of  Chelmsford,  in  the  county  of 
Essex.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Foote  Gower,  the 
Avell  known  historian  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Chester, 
descended  from  a  long  line  in  succession  of  physicians, 
who  all  practised  with  great  celebrity  in  the  city  of  Ches- 
ter. After  receiving  a  classical  education  at  the  Charter- 
house school,  under  the  tuition  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel 
Beardmore,  he  went  to  Oxford,  and  w  s  enrolled  in  Oriel 
Colle"-e,  where  he  took  the  several  degrees  preparatory 
to  the  Doctorate.  His  medical  attainaients  were  chiefly 
acquired  at  St.  Birlholomew's,  where  he  had  the  satis- 
faction of  associating  with  a  number  of  fellow  students, 
who  are  now  practising  with  great  credit  in  the  metro- 
polis, and  other  pa'  ts  of  the  kingdom  ;  by  all  of  whom  he 
is  warmly  esteemed.  After  a  few  years  retirement  from  St. 
Bartholomew's,  ho  betook  himself  to  rural  amusements, 
of  which  he  was  particularly  fond,  having  originally  felt 
a  repugnance  to  the  practice  of  Medicine,  which  his  me- 
dical friends  and  companions  of  his  former  studies  were 
enabled  buccessfully  to  combat  and  to  overcome. 
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Among  some  of  Dr.  Gower's  friends,  an  idea  has  pre- 
vailed, that  he  has  considerable  faith  in  specifics;  but  this 
idea  is  incorrect,  in  respect  to  the  meaning  attache  J  to 
this  term.  On  that  point  his  notions  go  no  farther  than 
the  belief  of  practitioners  in  general,  who  are  hot  inclined 
to  think  such  a  term  inapplicable  to  Sulphur,  as  a  curative 
of  Psora,  or  Ilydrargyrus,  as  a  remedy  in  Syphilis ;  and 
if  their  confidence  in  these  be  granted,  they  will  not 
refuse  to  appropriate  the  same  term  to  any  remedy,  which 
may  hereafter  be  discovered,  equally  efficacious  in  some 
other  disease. 

After  a  few  years'  practice  in  the  metropolis.  Dr.  Gower 
was  elected  Physician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  where 
he  has  continued  with  reputation  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  this  important  station  for  fourteen  years  past.  Sub- 
sequent to  the  period  of  his  former  election,  he  has  been 
chosen  Physician  to  the  Refuge  of  the  Destitute;  and 
also  to  that  meritorious  establishment,  which  cannot  be 
too  much  extolled,  the  Clergy  Orphan  Charity. 


DK.  T.  MONRO, 

FELLOW  OF   THE   ROYAL  COLLEGE    OF  PHYSICIANS; 
AND  PHY8ICL\N  TO  BETHLEHE3I  HOSPITAL. 

XHE  name  of  xMonro  and  Bedlam  have  been  so  long 
associated,  in  the  ears  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropo- 
lis, as  to  mark  the  medical  inheritance  and  line  of  practice 
of  this  individual. 

Dr.  T.  Monro  is  the  son  of  tlie  late  Physician  of 
Bethlehem  Hospital,  to  which  he  succeeded  on  the 
death  of  his  father.  He  was  born  in  London — bred 
at  Stanraore  School,   under  Dr.  Parr — and  received  at 
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St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  the  first  elements  in  the  pro- 
fessional branches  of  his  education.  An  attendance  on 
the  other  hospitals,  and  afterwards  the  university  of 
Oxford,  completed  his  professional  attainments ;  and  he 
passed  also  a  certain  time  at  Edinburgh.  By  taking  his 
Oxford  degree  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College ;  but, 
from  his  peculiar  line  of  practice,  has  entered  little  into 
the  concerns  of  this  learned  body.  From  the  long  and 
attentive  family  pursuit  of  this  department  of  the  pro- 
fession, Dr.  Monro  cannot  fail  to  be  an  able  practi- 
tioner, and  to  understand  completely  both  the  manage- 
ment and  medical  treatment,  so  far  as  medicine  can  go, 
of  this  forlorn  and  deplorable  malady.  Though  called  in, 
previous  to  settling  the  Regency,  to  give  his  opinion  on 
the  state  and  hopes  of  the  royal  sufferer,  his  services  do 
not  seem  at  any  time  to  have  been  called  for,  or  his  aid 
reckoned  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  usual  medical  at- 
tendants. This  we  are  not  a  little  surprised  at.  Indeed, 
the  phvsicians  of  the  two  greatest  public  receptacles  of 
insanity  in  the  empire  seem  to  have  been  overlooked ;  for 
Dr.  Simmons,  though  consulted  at  one  time,  was  not  em- 
ployed at  least  in  personal  attendance.  The  cause  of  this 
can  be  referred  alone  to  political  connexion — to  that 
breath,  which  only  reaches  the  interior  of  a  court,  and 
commands  its  avenues  through  certain  channels. 

Whatever  there  may  be  here  in  this,  the  present  re- 
spectable individual,  as  a  private  practitioner,  may  cer- 
tainly be  considered  as  possessing  the  highest  class  of 
patients  in  this  lucrative  department,  and  has  no  doubt 
amassed  a  considerable  fortune  in  consequence.  Of  his 
plan  of  management  we  have  never  heard  any  thing  ob- 
jectionable, such  as  has  been  attributed  to  the  too  severe 
system  of  coercion,  practised  by  others ;  and  we  should 
imagine,  than  more  moderation  is  shewn  by  him  in  this 
respect,  than  by  several  of  the  lunatic  physiciansc 
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In  our  memoir  of  Dr.  Willis,    different   plans   were 
suggested  for  the  improvement  of  the  asylum  destined 
for  this  disease.     One,  and  a  material  one,  may  be  here 
stated,  which  would  do  more  to  prevent  improper  advan- 
tages being  taken,  through  the  interested,  of  those,  whose 
situation,  though  verging  on  insanity,  may  not  be  actually 
in  this  state.     This  is,  that  in  the  metropolis,  and  the 
same  may  be  extended  to  all  the  great  towns,  that  no  cer- 
tificate should  be  sufficient  for  any  patient,  but  what  is 
granted  by  a  Member  or  Licentiate  of  the  College  of 
Physicians.     This  would  be  taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
inferior  medical  practitioners,  who  may  be  biassed  by  mo- 
tives of  interest,  partiality,  or  connexion.     It  would  fix  it 
with  men  of  high  character,  above  mean  temptations ;  and 
whose  honour  and  professional  rank  would  be  the  best 
guard  of  the  unfortunate,  who  may  be  doomed  to  become 
victims  to  such  cruelty  and  deception.     Such  a  salutary 
measure  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended,  and  would 
require  only  to  be  proposed  to  the^  legislature  for  their 
concurrence  and  enactment. 

Trom  Dr.  Monro's  education  and  acquirements,  there  is 
little  doubt  of  his  acquaintance  with  every  part  of  Medi- 
cine, as  a  science;  but  the  same  opportunities  are  not 
offered  here,  as  with  physicians  in  general  practice,  for 
forming  an  opinion  of  their  talents  and  attainments.  The 
dispute  betwixt  his  father  and  Dr.  Batty  raised  a  |ood 
deal  of  discussion,  at  the  time,  and  shewed  the  former 
gentleman  in  a  favourable  view ;  but  no  such  opportunity 
has  occurred,  for  shewing  his  successor  in  the  same  pro- 
minent situation.  He  is  particularly  distinguished  by  a 
fondness  for  virtu,  and  his  collection  is  said  to  be  one  of 
the  finest  in  this  country.  It  requires  a  classical  mindj 
and  a  taste  for  antiquity,  to  enjoy  it. 
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j^j^<;^  SIR  LUCAS  PEPYS,  Bakt. 

LAT;E  president  of  the  royal  college  of  PHY- 
SICIANS; PHYSICIAN-GENERAL  TO  THE  ARMY;  AND 
SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  IN  ORDINARY  TO  THE  KING. 


feiR  Lucas  Pepys  is  the  youngest  son  of  William  Pepys, 
Esq.  of  Ridley  Hall,  in  Cheshire :  his  eldest  brother. 
Sir  William  Weller  Pepys,  Bart,  was  for  many  years  a 
Master  in  Chancery. 

Sir  Lucas  was  educated  at  Eton.  He  was  afterwards  a 
student  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford ;  and  resided  two  years 
at  Edinburgh,  for  the  advantage  of  that  school  of  physic. 
He  took  his  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Oxford,  in  1774;  and 
was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  in 

1775. 

Being  nephew  to  Dr.  Russell,  of  Brighthelmston,  who 
first  introduced  the  use  of  sea-Avater  and  sea-bathing,  by 
his  writings  on  those  subjects,  though  resident  as  a  phy- 
sician in  London  in  the  winter,  he  went  every  summer  to 
reside  the  whole  season  at  Brighthelmston — this  he  did 
for  many  years,  and  had  the  whole  of  the  practice  there 
without  any  competitor. 

He  was  for  seven  years  Physician  to  the  Middlesex 
Hospital.  He  married,  in  the  year  1772,  Jane  Elizabeth, 
Countess  of  Rothes,  who  died  in  1810.  He  married,  in 
1813,  Miss  Askew,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Askew,  Fel- 
low of  the  College  of  Physicians,  well  known  for  his  learn- 
ing and  his  library. 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys  was  made  a  baronet  in  1784 ;  and  was 
some  years  before  appointed  Physician  Extraordinary  to 
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the  King.  In  his  Majestj''s  great  illness  in  1788  and  1789, 
Sir  Lucas  Pepys  attended  the  King;  and,  as  a  reward  for 
his  services  on  that  occasion,  he  was  made  Physician  in 
Ordinary,  and  Physician-General  to  the  Army. 

Before  this  period  he  had  quitted  Brighthelmston,  and 
had  very  extensive  practice  in  London. 

Tiie  appointment  of  Physician-General  to  the  Army 
gave  him  niiuc!i  patronage  as  well  as  high  authority;  and 
Sir  Lucas  observed  a  nicety  in  the  choice  of  Army  Phy- 
sicians, in  respect  to  their  education,  which  marked  a 
laudable  zeal  for  a  conscientioi^s  discharge  of  the  duties 
in  this  department.  An  Army  Medical  Board  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  the  Physician-General,  the  Sur- 
geon-General, and  the  Inspector-General;  the  President 
of  which  was  the  Physician-General.  This  Board  was 
necessary  from  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  the  vari- 
ous climates  to  which  expeditions  were  ordered. 

The  inflexibility  and  attention  to  his  duty,  wliile  it 
raised  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  in  the  esteem  of  one  party,  natu- 
rally occasioned  his  being  assailed  by  those,  to  whom  these 
rules,  and  that  strictness,  was  either  a  bar  to  their  enter- 
ing the  service,  or  stood  in  the  way  of  their  attaining 
higher  preferment. 

This  Army  Medical  Board  directed  the  whole  medical 
concerns  of  the  army  for  above  fifteen  years,  when  it  was 
found  expedient  by  government  to  institute  a  new  Board, 
consisting  of  medical  officers  who  had  seen  actual  service. 
Sir  Lucas  Pepys  himself  had  no  experience  in  inspecting 
army  hospitals  and  camps,  and  their  diseases.  Such  expe- 
rience, however,  is  perhaps  not  essential  to  one  who  holds 
an  office  of  mere  arrangement,  as  the  duties  of  this  depart- 
ment must  be.  The  head  of  the  Admiralty  has  often  been 
not  of  a  professional- character;  and  yet  it  has  been  re- 
marked,  that  the  business  of  that  department  has  been 'at 
such  times  better  managed,  than  when  real  professional 
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characters  presided.  Such  persons,  not  being-  profession- 
ally  bred,  proceed  with  more  caution,  are  less  influenced 
by  friendly  attachments,  are  more  nicely  cautious  of  inno- 
vation, and  adhere  more  closely  to  the  regular  routine  of 
duty. 

The  Army  Medical  Board,  on  retiring-,  received  from 
government  very  ample  and  handsome  remuneration  for 
their  services,  each  of  them  enjoying  very  liberal  pensions 
for  their  lives. 

In  his  Majesty's  illness  in  1804,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  took 
the  lead  in  the  attendance,  as  the  king's  senior  physician. 
In  both  the  illnesses  of  1789  and  in  1804,  he  had  the  hap- 
piness to  see  his  Majesty  restored  to  health. 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys  was  President  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians seven  years,  and  resigned  that  office  in  1811.  He 
was  much  distinguished  for  his  zealous  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  President,  for  which  he  is  strongly  praised 
in  the  printed  Harveian  orations  of  Dr.  Powell  and  Dr. 
Heberden.  Dr.  Heberden  says — "  Tandem  desinant  ho- 
"  mines  Vetera  tantuni  et  antiqua  mirari,  suorum  tem- 
"  porum  studia  irridere,  atque  contemnere.  Utique 
'*  nostras  aetatis  jEgregisque  imprimis  Praesidis  olim  laus 
"  erit,  quod  res  omnes  novo  ardore,  novis  animis  adminis- 
"  trentur.  Vidimus  statuta  recognita;  repetita  Acta 
"  Medica,  multos  annos  intermissa;  instauratum  Phar- 
"  macopoeiam ;  perpetuumque  inquisitioni  reraediorura 
"concilium  constitutum :  vidimus  indoctorum  licentiara 
"  coercitam,  iniiiiicorum  motus  compressos,  auctamque 
**  autoritatem  nominis  nostri." 

During  Sir  Lucas  Pepys's  administration,  the  new  Phar- 
macopoeia was  published,  and  his  Preface  to  it  evinces  his 
classical  knowledge.  He  had  great  satisfaction  in  esta- 
blishing the  National  Vaccine  Institution;  for  during  his 
presidency  it  was  formed,  and  the  direction  of  it  was 
vested,  by  his  means,  in  the  hands  of  the  Colleges  of  Phy- 
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sicians  and  Surgeons.  Tlie  assiduity  he  shewed  in  carrj- 
ing;  tl:roiigh  this  object  was  a  strong  mark  ot"  his  zeal  for 
the  general  interest  of  mankind,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
above  learned  bodies. 


DR.  HA  WORTH, 

FELLOW  OF  THE   ROYAL  COLLEGE,  AND  PHYSICIAN 
TO  8T.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 
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Independence  of  character  is  the  first  step  to 
man's  feeling  his  own  consequence,  and  the  spur  to  everv^ 
thing  laudable  and  praiseworthy.  It  makes  him,  in  the 
words  of  Srnollett,  "  Lord  of  the  Lion  heart  and  Eade 
eye,"  or  fit  for  every  generous  and  manly  undertaking. 
Thougii  not  always  a  professional  virtue,  it  gives  medicine 
its  proper  dignity,  and  ought  to  be  hailed  wherever  it  marks 
the  conduct  of  any  individual.  The  present  subject  of 
our  Memoir  has  a  just  claim  to  this  honorable  distinction, 
being  equally  marked  for  his  science,  his  liberality,  and 
independence. 

Dr.  Haworth  is  descended  from  a  respectable  family  iu 
Lancashire,  -where  he  received  the  preliminary  parts  of 
education,  and  when  of  sufficient  age  was  sent  to  the 
Univerity  of  Oxford,  to  complete  his  accomplishments  as 
a  scholar  in  general  literature.  At  this  period,  he  was 
undecided  with  respect  to  the  choice  of  his  profession, 
and  divided  between  the  study  of  law  or  physic.  Cir- 
cumstances and  the  opinion  of  those  for  whom  he  had  a 
respect,  determined  him,  at  last,  in  favour  of  the  latter,  as 
more  congenial  to  his  turn  of  mind  and  that  desire  of  re- 
search which  so  particularly  distiaguishes  him.     His  me- 
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dlcal  studies  accordingly  began  at  Oxford,  and  were  con- 
tinued here,  and  in  the  metropolis,  at  St.  Bartholomew's, 
with  that  progress  which  might  be  expected  from  one  pos- 
sessing an  enthusiastic  literary  taste,  and  a  mind  framed 
for  accurate  observation  and  a  love  of  science. 

At  the  usual  term  he  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  me- 
dicine, and  was,  at  the  same  time,  a  successful  candidate 
in  being  appointed  one  of  Dr.  Radcliff's  travelling  Physi- 
cians.    This  gave  Dr.  Haworth  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
both  the  political  and  professional  states  of  Europe,  and 
adding  to  his  acquirements  that  knowledge   of  life  and 
manners  which  only,  travelling  or  real,    intercourse  can 
confer.     It  was  during  this  time  that  his  connexion  with 
the  Duke  of  Kent  first  took  place,  by  their  meeting  on  the 
•Continent ;  and  so  highly  were  Dr.  Haworth's  merits  im- 
pressed on  his  Royal  Ilighness's  mind,  that  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  when  establishing  his  household,  Dr.  Ha- 
worth was  named  as  his  Physician,  without  the  knowledge 
of  it  on  his  part,  a  circumstance  equally  creditable  to  botli 

parties. 

Dr.  Haworth's  views  of  society  were  not  confined  to 
Europe  alone,   he  extended  his  travels  also  to  America, 
where  he  met  the  celebrated  Dr.  Priestley,  then  a  dissatis- 
fied citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  who  felt,  with  regret, 
the  superiority  of  the  country  he  had  left,  by  remarkiiig, 
that  "  the  English  having  a  national  character,  they  had 
a  pride  to  support  it;  but  the  Americans  had  none."     Oh 
finishing  his  travels.  Dr.  Haworth  returned,  to  settle  in 
the  metropolis,  when  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College. 
A  vacancy  in  St.  Bartholomew's  soon  after  occurred,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  Physician,    and   the  duties   of 
which  he  has  discharged  for  many  years  with  great  abi- 
lity, industry,  and  zeal.     No  one,  indeed,  is  better  fitted 
for  the  duties  of  an  hospital  physician   than  this  gentle- 
man, from  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  the  liberality  of 
his  viewS;  and  his  fondness  for  experiment,  that  is,  hi* 
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^ish  to  give  every  remedy  a  fair  trial,  and  pushing  it 
thaKlength  which  will  eventually  shew  its  real  powers. 

But  it  would  be  doing  Dr.  Haworth  little  justice  to 
confine  his  merits  to  being  merely  the  intelligent  and  sci- 
entific physician  ; — no  one  in  the  College  is  more  deeply 
studied  or  groundedly  read.  His  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject of  language  has  been  carried  to  a  length  far  beyond 
the  deep  and  highl}/ -prized  researches  of  the  late  Home 
Tooke ;  and  though  his  modesty  has  hitherto  prevented 
their  publicity,  they  will  give,  when  known,  that  post- 
humous fame  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  it  is  not  his  pre- 
sent w  ish  to  enjoy.  His  leisure  from  professional  avoca- 
tions has  been  chiefly  employed  on  this  important  subject, 
and  his  collection  of  whatever  has  been  written  on  lan- 
guage is  the  most  extensive  and  unique  in  this  country. 
Indeed  the  extent  of  his  reading  makes  Dr.  Haworth  a 
correct  detector  of  the  plagiarism  of  others,  and  many 
modern  opinions  and  discoveries  of  the  present  day  he 
has  privatelj'  shewn  belonged  to  a  former  period.  The 
result  of  his  inquiries  on  language  we  understood  he  in- 
tends to  bequeath  to  the  College  in  Oxford,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education,  in  return  for  the  advantages  of  the 
RadclifF  foundation  :  shewing  that  feeling  of  gratitude 
and  respect  to  the  Alma  Mater  of  his  mind  which  pupils 
do  not  always  preserve,  or  if  they  do,  which  few  can  repay 
in  so  meritorious  a  manner. 

If  we  are  allowed  to  form  a  comparative  estimate  of  the 
merits  of  the  different  College  members,  we  would  say  of 
Dr.  Haworth,  that  in  his  public  character  he  has  dis- 
charged his  official  duties  with  honor,  impartiality,  and 
firmness;  that  he  is'the  patron  of  every  liberal  and  hu- 
mane view  to  enlighten  the  profession,  and  to  raise  them 
above  the  trammels  of  low  drudgery  and  imposition. 
That  to  the  young  noviciate  he  is  open,  communicative, 
and  ready  to  lead  him  to  the  proper  path  of  study  and 

G  2 


S4 

information — while  to  the  unfriended  son  of  literature  and 
genius,  wherever  he  is,  he  is  always  ready  to  hold  oi^t  the 
liberal  hand  of  benevolence  and  kindness,  from  the  purest 
motives  of  philanthropy  and  his  own  love  of  science. 


SIR  C.  PEGGE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSIC  FANS, 
AND  REGIUS  PROFESSOR  OF  PHYSIC  IN  THE  UNI- 
VERSITY OF  OXFORD. 

_tLlGH  academical  preferment,  when  properly  bestow- 
ed, is  the  passport  to  public  respect  and  esteem,  and  the 
subject  of  the  present  Memoir  has  long-  lield  his  dignified 
situation  in  sucli  a  manner  as  to  entitle  him  to  both. 

Sir  C.  P.  is  descended  from  one  of  four  branches  of  the 
family  of  that  name  in  Derbyshire,  derived  from  a  com- 
mon ancestor,  all  which  existed  together  till  within  a  fevr 
years. 

Sir  C.'s  immediate  predecessors,  as  may  appear  from 
the  Herald's  College,  were  of  Osmaston,  near  Ash- 
bourne, where  they  resided  on  their  patrimonial  estate  for 
iive  generations,  in  lineal  succession,  antecedently  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Pegge,  LL.D.  grandfather  of  Sir  C.  who  died 
in  his  92d  year,  in  179(5,  Rector  of  Whittington,  and 
Vicar  of  Heath,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  Prebendary  of 
Lichfield  and  Lincoln;  well  known  as  a  valuable  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  distinguished  by 
liis  numerous  literary  contributions  to  the  Archailogia,  and 
in  the  Bibliotheca  Topographica  Britannia*. 

*  Having'  contributed  to  the  former  no  less  than  47  memoirs,  soiftt 
«>f  considerable  length,  and  many  of  them  of  high  interest.. 
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The  particulars  of  this  gentleman's  life  may  be  found 
accurately  detailed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  the 
year  1796. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Pegge  was  educated  at  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  elected  Fellow. 
His  son,  Samuel  Pegge,  Esq.  and  father  of  Sir  C*  was 
also  educated  at  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge;  was  a 
Barrister  of  the  Middle  Temple,  and  afterwards  one  of 
the  Grooms  of  his  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Chamber,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  to  whom  the  fa- 
mily were  under  great  obligations,  being  at  that  time 
Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  King's  Household. 

Mr.  Pegge  published  a  work,  entitled  Curialia,  an 
Historical  Account  of  some  Branches  of  the  Royal  House- 
hold, in  three  dissertations,  which  were  entitled — 1.  On 
the  ol>solete  Office  of  the  Esquires  of  the  King's  Body, 
and  on  the  original  Nature,  Duty,  &c.  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  King's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Chamber.— 2.  An 
Account  of  the  King's  Honourable  Band  of  Gentlemen 
Pensioners,  from  the  Establishment  to  the  present  Time. 
—3.  A  similar  Account  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  King's 
Guard. 

Mr.  Pegge  is  also  author  of  a  work,  entitled  Anecdotes 
of  the  English  Language,  chiefly  regarding  the  local 
Dialect  of  London  and  its  Environs.  These  works 
shewed  deep  research  on  their  subjects,  and  also  a  very 
refined  classical  taste. 

Mr.  Pegge  was  particularly  distinguished  for  his  ele- 
gant and  polished  manners,  as  well  as  his  literary  ac- 
complishments. 

Sir  C.  was  entered  a  Commoner  at  Christ  Church,  Ox- 
ford, in  1782,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and  was 
elected  Fellow  of  Oriel  College  in  1788,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  degree  of  M.  A.  and  to  M.  B.  in  1789.  lie  re- 
turned to  Christ  Church  in  1790,  and  was  appointed  by 
favor    of  the    Dean    and   Chapter    Dr.  Lee's  Lecturer 
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in  Anatomy.  This  Professorship  of  Anatomj  was  esta-> 
blished  by  the  munificence  of  Dr.  Lee,  who  left  £20,000 
for  that  purpose,  to  make  an  ample  stipend  for  the 
Lecturer,  and  also  certain  exhibitions  for  Westminster 
students. 

Dr.  Parsons  was  the  first  Lecturer  who  occupied  this 
chair.  The  Theatre  of  Anatomy  contains  a  very  va- 
luable collection  of  preparations  in  anatomy,  which  has 
been,  within  a  few  years,  considerably  increased,  more 
especially  in  comparative  anatomy. 

While  Sir  C.  occupied  the  chair,  he  regularly  delivered 
two  courses  of  Lectures  every  year,  which  were  dis- 
tinguished for  the  easy  and  correct  manner  in  which  they 
were  given. 

In  1792  Sir  C.  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  at  Oxford  in  the  year 

1789,  and  continued  an  extensive  and  very  respectable 
practice  till  1816,  when  he  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quish his  residence  in  Oxford,  in  consequence  of  re- 
peated attacks  of  an  asthmatic  affection,  at  which  period 
he  resigned  Dr.  Lee's  readership  of  Anatomy,  when  he 
came  to  London  to  reside,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
chair  by  Dr.  Kidd,  who  will  prove  himself,  we  have  no 
doubt,  the  worthy  successor  of  the  subject  of  this  Me- 
moir. 

Sir  C.  succeeded  the  late  Dr.  Vivian  as  Regius  Pro- 
fessor of  Medicine  in  1801,  and  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Physicians  to  the   Radcliffe   Infirmary,     at   Oxford,    in 

1790,  which  situation  he  held  above  20  years. 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary  is  a  highly  useful  institution, 
and  extends  its  benefits  over  four  different  counties.  It 
was  erected  by  the  Trustees  of  Dr.  Radcliffe's  benefac- 
tions, after  defraying  the  expences  of  the  celebrated 
Library.  It  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions, 
and  its  medical  establishment  consists  of  four  physicians 
and  four  surgeons,  &c. 
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From  this  succinct  statement  of  Sir  C.'s  progress,  we 
have  no  doubt  that  the  same  success  will  attend  him  in 
the  metropolis  as  in  his  academical  career.  With  great 
classical  taste,  and  professional  knowledge,  Sir  C.  has 
too  much  good  sense  to  be  ostentatious  of  them ;  and 
however  high  his  merit,  he  is  above  assuming  any 
thing  on  that  account,  but  unites  in  his  character  the 
first  of  accomplishments,  the  modesty  of  the  scholar,  and 
the  easy  manners  of  the  gentleman. 


DR.  M.  WALL, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  LICHFIELDIAN  CLINICAL  PROFESSOR  AT  OX- 
FORD. 

JL  O  be  the  teacher  of  those  who  stand  at  the  head  of 
College  honors  is  no  mean  reputation,  and  the  present 
respectable  subject  of  this  Memoir  has  shewn  himself 
possessed  of  merit  fit  for  the  distinguished  preferment  h« 
holds. 

Dr.  Wall  is  a  native  of  Worcester,  and  the  youngest 
son  of  a  celebrated  physician  there,  well  known  by  his 
history  and  analysis  of  the  Malvern  waters,  and  various 
medical  tracts.  Dr.  M.  Wall  studied  the  preliminary 
branches  of  education  in  the  College  of  Winchester,  from 
whence  he  was  elected,  in  1763,  to  a  Fellowship  in  New- 
College,  Oxford.  Having  preferred  medicine  for  his 
professional  sphere  of  lite,  he  first  exhausted  the  stores 
of  liis  own  University  on  that  science,  and  then  removed 
to  Edinburgh,  as  the  polar  star  of  attraction  at  that 
period  in  the  medical  hemisphere.    Here  he  passed  the 
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greater  part  of  five  years,  under  the  auspices  of  Cullen 
Black,  and  Monro,  and  became  a  member  of  ti.e  Royal 
Medical  Society,  but  received  his  academical  honois 
from  his  own  University,  at  a  subsequent  period.  Be- 
fore his  degree,  he  studied  also  two  years  in  London, 
under  Dr.  Hunter,  and  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

On  his  return  to  Oxford  in  1773,  he  took  bis  degree 
of  Bachelor  in  Medicine,  and  had  the  usual  licence  to 
practise.  He  then  became  practitioner  in  that  city,  where 
he  has  continued,  without  intermission,  to  the  present 
time.  In  1775  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Physicians  to 
the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and  in  1777  became  M.D.  In 
1781  he  was  elected  a  Member  of  the  Philosophical  and 
Literary  Society  of  Manchester,  and  about  the  same 
time  a  Corresponding  Member  of  the  London  Medical 
Society.  In  that  year  he  was  appointed  Lecturer  on 
Chemistry,  at  Oxford,  and  delivered  two  courses  every 
year  till  1785,  when,  on  the  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Par- 
sons, he  succeeded,  by  election,  to  the  Clinical  Professor- 
ship, the  duties  of  which  he  has  regularly  fulfilled  ever 
since. 

Besides  his  public  appointments.  Dr.  Wall  has  en- 
joyed an  extensive  private  practice,  and  been  considered 
as  a  physician  of  sound  judgment  and  much  experience. 
In  1785  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  tlie  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  in  1786  a  Fellow  of  the  Rojal  Society,  and  in 
178S  he  delivered  the  Harveyan  Oration  at  the  College. 
As  a  literary  character  be  has  also  distinguished  himself, 
and  he  has  published  several  useful  medical  and  chemical 
tracts,  and  more  particularly  has  collected,  arranged,  and 
republished,  in  1780,  the  works  of  his  father,  with  large 
annotations. 

These  productions  shew  that  Dr.  Wall  has  not  been  an 
idle  or  inattentive  observer,  and  when  his  academical 
labors  and  his  private  practice  are  taken  into  account,  he 
deserves  that  respect  and  commendation  which  industry 
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and  talents  have  always  a  right  to  claim  in  public  estiraa- 
tion ;  for,  at  an  advanced  age,  he  still  pursues  his  labori 
with  unabated  vigor. 


DR.  ROBERT  BOURNE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
ALDRICHIAN  PROFESSOR  OF  THE  PRACTICE  OF 
PHYSIC  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD,  AND 
ONE  OF  THE  PHYSICIANS  TO  THE  RADCLIFFE  IN- 
FIRMARY. 

▼  ▼  HERE  learning  and  talents  second  public  munifi- 
cence, that  establishment  answers  the  great  purpose  of  its 
foundation,  and  the  proofs  given  of  the  former  by  the 
present  respectable  individual,  during  the  time  he  has  fill- 
ed the  Aldrichian  chair  of  medicine,  shew  the  propriety  of 
liis  appointment. 

Dr.  R.  Bourne  is  a  native  of  Worcestershire,  being 
descended  from  a  family  long  settled  in  that  county.  From 
a  school  in  Worcestershire,  he  was  elected,  in  1777,  to  a 
Scholarship  in  Worcester  College,  Oxford,  on  Sir  Tho- 
mas Cookes's  foundation.  In  1782  he  was  elected  a  Fel- 
low of  Worcester  College,  lie  studied  chemistry  and 
the  rudiments  of  medicine  in  Oxford  ;  afterwards  he  be- 
came a  Physician's  Pupil  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
and  resided  in  London  till  he  had  cempleted  his  medical 
studies,  lie  settled  at  Oxford  as  a  practising  Physician, 
in  1787,  in  the  course  of  which  year  he  took  the  degree  of 
Doctor  in  Medicine,  and  was  elected  one  of  the  Physicians 
to  the  RadcliiTe  Infirmary.  Residing  at  this  time  in  his 
apartments  at  Worcester  College,  he  accepted  the  office 
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of  classical  Public  Lecturer  in  that  Society,  which  office 
he  held  for  two  or  three  years.  In  179.3  he  was  appointed 
Reader  in  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  on  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Beddoes :  this  situation  he  resigned  in 
1801,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Kidd.  In  1803  he  was 
elected  by  the  University  to  the  Professorship  he  now 
holds,  that  of  the  Practice  of  Physic,  founded  by  Dr. 

Aldrich. 

Dr.  Bourne  has  published  an  Introductory  Lecture  to 
his  Course  of  Lectures  on  Chemistry,  which  gives  a 
clear  and  masterly  arrangement  of  the  subject,  and 
shews  extensive  and  scientific  views  of  it.  In  succeed- 
in'T  such  a  character  as  Dr.  Beddoes,  whose  abilities  as  a 
chi'mist,  and  also  as  the  tutor  of  Sir  H.  Davy,  must  be 
acknowledged,  Dr.  Bourne  had  an  arduous  task  to  en- 
counter;  and  to  say  that  he  executed  it  with  approbation, 
may  be  considered  as  no  mean  praise. 

His  next  publication  was  his  Harveian  Oration,  which 
displays  that  elegance  and  correctness  of  Latinity  which 
could  not  fail  to  proceed  from  one,  who  had  filled  the  of- 
fice  of  Classical  Public  Lecturer  before. 

His  last  work  was  an  octavo  volume,  on  the  subject  of 
Pulmonary  Consumption,  and  of  the  use  of  Uva  Ursi  in 

that  disorder. 

Here  Dr.  Bourne  has  called  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession to  a  remedy  new  in  this  disorder,  and  which  there 
is  little  doubt  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  from  its 
tonic  virtues  in  weak  constitutions,  may  be  highly  ser- 
viceable. His  experience  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and 
in  his  extensive  private  practice,  gave  him  full  opportu- 
nities  of  proving  its  powers. 

Dr.  Bourne  may  be  therefore  regarded  a  credit  to  the 
College,  as  one  of  its  members,  for  his  classical  taste  as 
a  schokr,  his  science  as  a  chemist,  and  his  extensive  prq. 
fessional  knowledge  and  experience. 
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SIR  ISAAC  PENNINGTON, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  REGIUS  ♦PROFESSOR  OF  PHYSIC  IN  THE  UNI- 
VERSITY OP  CA3IBRIDGE. 

While  Oxford  takesale»d  in  the  classicaUeparl- 
ments  of  literature,  Cambridge  is  considered  as  the  seat 
of  the  more  abstruse  sciences,  and  particularly  mathema- 
tical reasoning. 

The  present  respectable  individual  has  long  held  an  aca- 
demical chair  in  this  distinguished  University,  and  not 
been  behind  his  compeers  in  his  particular  professional 
walk. 

Sir  Isaac  Pennington  is  a  native  of  the  north  part  of 
Lancashire,  and  received  his  early  education  at  Sed- 
berg  School.  In  1763  he  was  transferred  to  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  and  there  entered  on  the  study 
of  general  literature,  preparatory  to  his  professional 
pursuits,  being  elected  a  Fellow  of  that  Society  in  1768. 
The  latter  were  conducted,  both  at  Cambridge  and  else- 
where, on  an  extended  plan,  and  on  finishing  them  he 
took  his  degree  of  Doctor  at  his  native  University,  which 
gave  him  the  passport  to  the  College  Fellowship. 

In  1774  Sir  Isaac  was  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry, 
which  chair  he  held  for  a  number  of  years,  till  the  death 
of  Dr.  Plumptree,  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic. 
He  then  obtained  that  superior  appointment  which  he 
has  ever  since  enjoyed.  The  regulations  in  education 
are  more  strictly  observed  in  Cambridge  than  in  the  rival 
llniversity,    and   students    here    are    considered    more 
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grounded  in  their  scientific  pursuits  than  elsewhere,  so 
far  as  restrictions  in  study  and  close  application  can  make 
them.  Sir  Isaac,  along  with  his  other  appointments, 
was  early  elected  one  of  the  Physicians  to  Adenbrooke's 
Hospital,  a  field  to  give  the  scientific  physician  practical 
experience,  and  to  point  out  to  the  student  the  informa- 
tion of  these  truths  the  lecturing-room  details.  Here 
Sir  Isaac  has  shewn  himself  equal  to  any  of  his  predeces- 
sors— in  his  routine  of  duty. 

Some  years  after  vaccination  was  introduced,  Sir  Isaac, 
having  met  with  several  cases  of  natural  small-pox  after 
cow-pox,  in  which  the  vaccination  was  declared  to  have 
been  proper,  was  induced  to  think  the  natural  small-pox 
could  not  be  so  certainly  prevented  by  the  inoculation  of 
the  cow-pox,  as  it  is  known  to  be  by  the  inoculation  of 
the  small-pox,  when  attended  with  an  eruption. 

Thouo-h  the  life  of  an  academic  character  does  not 
aflTord  so  much  variety  as  the  person  in  active  and  bustling 
life,  yet  there  is  a  dignity  attached  to  the  man  who 
walks  the  shades  of  science  and  retirement,  which  the 
present  respectable  individual  has  a  right  to  enjoy,  and 
which  his  acquirements  deserve. 
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DR.  CORNWALLIS  HEWETT, 

(CANDIDATE  FOR) 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PROFESSOR  OF  CHEMISTRY  IN  THE  UNIVER- 
SITY OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

X  HE  elevation  of  the  present  respectable  individual  so 
early  to  the  academic  chair  we  consider  favorable  to  the 
interests  of  science  in  his  particular  department,  from  being 
better  acquainted  with  all  the  recent  discoveries  than  the 
man  who  has  studied  at  a  former  period. 

Dr.  C.  Hewett  is  the  son  of  a  gentleman  high  in  the 
East  India  department,  and  who  returned  to  this  country 
with  a  large  fortune.  To  Cambridge  he  owes  his  acquire- 
ments in  general  literature,  his  honors,  and  now  his 
appointment  for  life.  His  professional  studies  were  first 
begun  here,  from  whence  he  had  the  advantage  of  the 
different  celebrated  schools  both  of  London  and  Edin- 
burgh, and  thus  pursued  his  plan  of  education  in  an 
extensive  scale.  He  then  took  the  degree  of  M.  B.  aS 
Cambridge,  and  on  a  vacancy  occurring  of  the  Acade- 
mical chair,  was  preferred  to  the  Professorship.  Such 
an  early  elevation  is  creditable  to  Dr.  Hewett,  and 
where  joined  with  suitable  talents,  will  add  to  the  re- 
putation of  the  University,  and  shew  the  propriety  of 
their  choice.  The  present  Professor  Gregory,  of  Edin- 
burgh, so  well  known  for  his  uncommon  genius,  was  a 
Lecturer  so  early  as  the  age  of  18,  the  sudden  death 
of  his  father  calling  him  to  the  chair,  and  even  at  that 
period  he  astonished  and  pleased  his  audience. 


But  perhaps  there  is  more  objection  to  early  elevatidrt 
in  medicine  than  in  other  scientific  departments.  A 
knowledge  of  medicine,  so  far  as  practice  goes,  the  sure 
foundation,  is  gained  by  experience :  the  green  head,  there- 
fore, however  sapient,  may  want  that  accumulation  of 
facts  drawn  from  personal  information,  which  is  necessary 
to  establish  their  proper  application.  Dr.  llewett's  ap- 
pointment is  not  so  strictly  practical.  On  the  contrary, 
it  is  a  science  of  splendid  views,  and  giving  scope  for  ge- 
nius and  speculation.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  his  ac- 
quirements, and  also  his  exertion,  will  equal  the  dignified 
situation  in  which  he  is  so  fortunately  placed. 


^oiA-c^f^  SIR  JAMES  E.  SMITH, 

PRESIDENT  OP  THE  LINNjEAN  SOCIETY. 

k^lNCE  the  introduction  of  chemistry  into  medicine, 
and  the  application  of  the  powerful  means  it  imparted, 
the  vegetable  systeai  has  lost  in  professional  estimation^ 
but  still  a  number  of  physicians  have  preferred  an  attach- 
ment to  the  latter,  and  the  present  respectable  individual 
has  distinguished  himself  by  his  taste  for  this  study,  both 
as  an  accomplishment  and  a  useful  part  of  medical 
science. 

Sir  James  E.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Norwich,  where  his 
early  days  were  spent,  and  consequently  his  first  acquire- 
ments in  literature  attained.     Having  chosen  medicine  a» 
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his  profession,  he  commenced  his  study  of  it  first  in  his 
native  city,  and  afterwards,  at  a  fit  period,  was  sent  to 
Edinbur"-h,  where  he  was  cotemporary  with  some  of  the 
first  characters  of   the  day.     At  Edinburgh  he   past  a 
certain  term,  and  then  took  his  degree  at  Leyden.     Dur- 
ing his  period  of  attendance  at  Edinburgh,  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  and  distin- 
guished himself  as  a  leading  character  at  the  University. 
On  leaving  Edinburgh,  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  me- 
tropolis  and    elsewhere,    till   he  had  attained  what  he 
considered  a  finished  professional  as  well  as  a  scientific 
education.     After  this,  in  1784,  Sir  James's  views  were 
withdrawn  entirely  from  medicine  by  his  purchase  of  the 
entire  museum,  library,  manuscripts,  and  herbarium   of 
the  celebrated  Linnsus  and  his  son,  from  Upsal,  which 
may  be  considered  as  a  national  acquisition  to  the  cultiva- 
tors of  botany  in  this  country.     This  collection  he  pur- 
chased with  the  advice  of  the  late  celebrated  Dr.  David 
Pitcairn,  to  whose  accomplishments  and  talents  we  have 
paid  a  just  tribute   in  the  Memoir  of  Dr.  Baillie.     Of 
this  eminent    character,     Sir    James   was    the  favorite 
pupil,    while    at    St.    Bartholomew's,     a    circumstance 
equally  to  the  credit  of  the  master  and  the  scholar. 

From  the  same  attachment  to  the  study  of  botany,  Sir 
James,  in  17S8,  was  the  original  institutor  of  the  Linnsaa 
Society,  which  was  afterwards  incorporated  by  royal  char- 
ter in  1802,  and  of  which  he  has  always  been,  and  deserv- 
edly, from  his  high  character  in  this  walk  of  science, 
President.  His  time  is,  therefore,  divided  betwixt  Nor- 
wich, where  he  is  settled,  and  forms  his  chief  residence, 
and  the  metropolis. 

In  1785  Sir  James  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  in  1786-7  he  made  an  extensive  tour  through 
Holland,  France,  and  Italy,  of  which   he   published  an 
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account  in  three  8vo.  volumes,  which  contain  much  Infor- 
mation on  subjects  of  science  and  other  important  topics, 
interestinu:  to  the  man  of  taste  and  the  scholar.  Here  he 
engaged,  with  his  usual  zeal,  a  number  of  eminent 
foreign  members  for  the  Linnaean  Society.  For  10  years 
Sir  James  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on  botany. 
at  the  Royal  Institution,  from  a  desire  to  render  the  sci- 
ence popular  among  the  higher  ranks  of  this  country,  in 
which  he  has  greatly  succeeded.  Indeed  to  the  labors  of 
no  author  has  botany  been  more  indebted  than  to  Sir  James 
Smith,  as  his  numerous  and  excellent  works  on  the  sub- 
ject shew.  Among  these  we  may  mention  his  Flora  Bri- 
tannlca,  English  Botany,  Exotic  Botany,  Flora  Gr£Bca — 
and  its  Prodomus,  from  the  specimens  and  drawings  of 
Professor  John  Sibthorp,  of  Oxford — Plantarum  Icones — 
Spicilegium  Botanicum — Icones  Pictie  Plantarum — Bo- 
tany of  New  Holland,  and  numerous  papers  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Linnsean  Society. 

Though  Sir  James  has  never  practised  medicine,  yet  he 
has  kept  up  many  of  his  professional  connexions,  and 
among  these  we  may  notice  Dr.  Batty,  his  fellow  student 
at  Edinburgh,  who  has  ever  since  that  period  continued 
his  intimate  friend. 

By  the  zeal  of  Sir  James,  the  Linnaean  Society  is  now 
placed  on  that  respectable  and  extended  footing,  which 
includes,  among  its  members,  all  the  first  names  of  the 
day.  This  will  ever  be  the  consequence  of  the  proper  se- 
lection of  a  President  who  gives,  if  a  man  of  intellect  and 
science,  a  stimulus  to  the  establishment,  and,  like  a  vor- 
tex, draws  into  its  reservoir  all  those  of  a  corresponding 
taste. 

By  those  who  know  him.  Sir  James  Smith  is  considered 
equally  estimable  in  private  life  as  in  his  public  cha- 
racter. 
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DR.  BAIN, 

PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  PRINCE  REGENT. 

XALENTS  without  manners,  and  merit  without  ad- 
dress, however  they  may  be  resorted  to  as  a  matter  of 
necessity,  will  never  be  courted  nor  esteemed.  The  rough- 
ness of  a  RatclifFe,  and  the  studied  incivility  of  a  John- 
son, both  exciting-  disgust,  and  tolerated  with  reluctance, 
throw  a  shade  over  that  superiority  their  abilities  command, 
and  at  least  wean  from  friendship  and  esteem.  In  its  native 
state  the  diamond  has  no  value.  It  is  the  polish  gives  it 
brilliance,  and  thus  bestows  on  it  generra  currency  and 
estimation.  In  like  manner,  the  accomplishments  of  the 
gentleman,  and  the  soothing  attentions  of  a  feeling  mind, 
when  attached  to  the  professional  character,  inspire  a 
certain  confidence  and  prepossession  with  the  patient, 
giving  to  each  prescription  a  magic  charm.  Such  is  the 
respectable  individual  that  now  claims  our  notice,  v/ho 
unites  to  an  elegant  and  pleasing  exterior,  all  that  softened 
and  delicate  behaviour,  which  cannot  fail  to  carry  with 
them  hope  and  consolation  wherever  he  attends. 

Dr.  Bain  was  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh, 
and  consequently  had  all  the  advantages  of  that  classical 
and  medical  education,  for  which  this  seat  of  learning  is 
famed.  On  finishing  the  usual  period  of  academical 
study,  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  after 
passing  the  rigidj ordeal  of  the  Edinburgh  University. 
He  then  entered  upon  his  professional  career,  and  fixed 
his  first  settlement  as  a  physician  at  Bath. 
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Perhaps  there  is  no  situation  so  delicate  for  the  test  of 
professional  abilities  as  this,  from  the  number  of  compe- 
titors each  individual  has  to  contend  with,  and  from  the 
patients  beinj;^  chiefly  those  who  have  been  long  under 
medical  treatment :  who  have,  in  fact,  been  in  many 
hands;  and  who,  while  at  this  seat  of  health  and  restora- 
tion, have  nothing  to  engage  their  attention,  but  the 
merits  of  their  medical  attendants  to  descant  on.  The 
patients  that  resort  here  may  be  divided  into  two  classes: 
the  votaries  of  fashion,  whim,  and  ennui ;  and  the  real 
sufferers  from  constitutional  diseases.  The  first  are  the 
most  difficult  to  treat;  for  it  is  not  easy  for  a  man  of  sense 
to  be  serious  with  nonsense :  and  with  the  last,  a  phy- 
sician can  have  little  credit,  for  such  maladies  as  gout, 
gravel,  and  a  worn-out  habit,  are  incurable.  The  repu- 
tation, therefore,  of  a  physician  at  Bath,  is  generally 
short  lived.  Ke  is  hailed  on  at  his  arrival  as  a  new  acqui- 
sition, and  eagerly  sought  after ;  but  the  moment  the 
novelty  is  over,  he  sinks  into  insignificance.  The  reason 
of  this  is  plain.  In  the  metropolis,  the  physician  gra- 
dually makes  and  extends  his  connexion,  which  is  gene- 
rally, unless  his  own  fault,  permanent.  In  Bath,  there  is 
no  proper  connexion  fixed  to  the  spot.  The  patients  are 
chiefly  birds  of  passage  :  and  while  there^  it  is  novelty, 
and  the  name  at  the  moment,  that  solely  attracts  them. 
But  in  spite  of  these  unpropitious  circumstances,  Dr.  Bain 
preserved,  during  his  residence  there,  both  a  high  repu- 
tation and  respect:  nor  did  he  allow  himself  to  be  led 
astray  by  an  attachment  to  those  dangerous  studies,  to 
which  the  physicians  of  this  noted  place  too  often  give 
way ;  and,  for  want  of  their  time  being  sufficiently  en- 
gaged in  professional  pursuits,  consume  the  midnight 
hours  in  the  chances  and  hopes  of  wealth  that  the  gaming 
table  aff^ords.  Such  a  conduct  generaiiy  entails  in  the  end 
irreparable  ruin;  and  the  first  abilities  in  this  vortex  of 
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dissipation  have  fallen  martyrs  to  its  delusion — witness 
its  consequences  to  a  Ewart  and  others.  But  Dr.  Bain 
felt  a  mind  superior  to  such  weakness.  He  depended  on 
the  laudable  pursuit  of  his  profession,  and  his  talents  and 
manners  elevated  him  to  success.  Such  was  the  character 
he  had  gained  in  this  situation,  that  a  lucrative  matrimo- 
nial connexion  opened  to  him ;  and  after  having  gained  to 
himself  a  just  and  merited  reputation,  he  was  happily 
placed  independent  of  the  toils  of  business,  any  farther 
than  what  suited  his  own  inclination. 

This  change,  however,  of  Dr.  Bain's  fortune,  made  no 
change  in  his  attachment  to  his  profession;  and  as  the 
situation  of  Bath  is  circumscribed,  and  its  society,  as  we 
have  stated,  rather  of  a  transient  and  fugitive  nature,  his 
views  became  directed  to  fix  ultimately  his  destination  in 
the  metropolis.  He  accordingly  relinquished  his  practice 
.at  Bath,  and  settled  in  London  in  1804.  His  practice  here 
has  been  among  the  highest  class;  and,  if  not  so  extensive 
as  many  others,  it  can  boast  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
characters  in  rank,  literature,  and  fashion,  as  patients. 

In  his  intercourse  with  his  professional  brethren,  no  one 
displays  greater  candour  and  liberality,  and  he  accordingly 
stands  on  the  most  intimate  footing  with  the  first  phy- 
sicians of  the  day.     His  late  appointment  of  Physician  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  we  should  suppose  connected  with  the 
opinion  Sir  H.  Halford  entertains  of  his  merit;  and  what- 
ever political  influence  might  produce  this  preferment,  it 
may  be  safely  affirmed  it  never  was  conferred  on  an  indi- 
vidual more  honourable  in  his  principles,  more  respect- 
able in  his  scientific  attainments,  or  more  correct  in  his 
general  deportment.      In  tracing  the  individuals  of  the 
College,    we  dwell  with  pleasure   on    one,  who,    mild,-\ 
modest,  and  unassuming,  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  hi»i  ^ 
way,  and  whose  private  worth  does  not  yield  to  the  merit  1^, 
of  his  public  conduct.  />/ h^ 
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/^A^  DR.  J.  C.  LETTSOM, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Philanthropy  is  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments 
of  the  medical  character,  and  will  gain  for  it  a  niche  in 
.  the  Temple  of  Fame,  when  professional  merit  is  forgot, 
and  consigned  to  oblivion.  A  physician  has  also  peculiar 
and  more  extensive  opportunities  of  displaying  this  virtue 
than  the  other  learned  professions ;  and  the  respectable 
individual,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  has  shewn  it,  in  the 
course  of  a  long  and  active  life,  the  laudable  object  of  his 
attention  and  pursuit. 

Dr.  Lettsom  is  a  native  of  the  West  Indies,  and  was 
born  at  a  small  island,  named  Van  Dyke's,  adjoining  to 
Tortola,  in  the  year  1744.  He  was  sent  to  England  so 
early  as  six  years  of  age,  and  came  under  the  particular 
eye  and  direction,  at  this  early  period,  of  Mr.  Fothergill, 
a  Quaker,  and  the  brother  of  the  celebrated  physician  of 
that  name.  His  family,  by  the  father's  side,  was  originally 
from  Cheshire ;  and,  by  the  mother's,  from  an  Irish 
baronet,  of  the  name  of  Coakly.  His  falling  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Fothergill  gave  an  early  bias  to  his  religious 
opinions;  and,  though  above  the  narrow  bias  of  the  sec- 
tary, yet  he  has  continued  to  shew  a  prepossession  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Friends,  from  this  circumstance.  By  Mr. 
Fothergill  he  was  first  sent  to  Mr.  Thomson's  seminary  at 
Warrington,  where  he  continued  till  he  had  attained  the 
preliminary  parts  of  education. 

His  first  novitiate   in  his  profession  was  placing  hira 

under  the  care  of  Dr.  Sutclitf,  and,  on  leaving  him,  he 

.  pursued  his  studies  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.   After  being 
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there  some  time,  the  death  of  his  father  and  brother  callect 
him  to  the  West  Indies,  and  he  settled  as  a  practitioner  in 
Tortola,  finding-  himself  left  ^^ithout  that  fortune  he  had 
reason  to  expect  by  the  death  of  his  relatives.  His  in- 
dustry and  exertions,  however,  enabled  him,  in  a  short 
time,  to  realize  such  a  competence,  as  induced  him  to 
leave  the  torrid  zone  once  more  for  England,  the  object 
of  his  wishes,  and  where  he  intended  to  pursue  his  future 
destiny. 

During  his  stay  in  the  West  Indies,  that  philanthropic 
turn  of  mind,  which  has  since  so  eminently  distinguished 
him,  shewed  itself  highly  to  his  credit — for  the  negroes 
left  to  him,  as  his  only  patrimonial  inheritance,  he  freely 
emancipated  ;  and  thus  set  a  voluntary  example  on  a  sub- 
ject, which  nothing  but  legislative  interference  has  been 
able  to  carry  through. 

The  first  object,  on  his  revisiting  Europe,  was  a  return" 
to  his  professional  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  ardour 
and  industry,  first  in  London,  and  afterwards  on  a  more 
extended  field  at   Edinburgh.      Here  he    acquired  the 
friendship  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Cullen,  who  has  paid  him, 
at  an  after  period,  a  just  compliment  in  his  works.     On 
finishing  his  studies  at  Edinburgh,  he  next  set  off  for  the 
continent,  and  at  Paris  became  acquainted  with  the  lead- 
ino-  chy mists  of  that  period,  by  the  respectable  introduc- 
tion of  Dr.  Franklin.     At  Leyden,  he  completed  his  pro- 
gress, by  taking  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine ;  and 
thus,  with  a  mind  stored  with  the  practical  experience 
he  had  gained  in  the  West  Indies,  and  a  full  acquaintance 
with  the  learning  of  the  schools,  he  sat  down  in  the  me- 
tropolis, to  exercise  the  duties  of  his  profession  as  a  phy- 
sician.    He  was  accordingly  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  the 
College  in  1769,   and  soon  after  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  distinctioos  equally 
honourable. 
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This  field  was  well  suited  to  his  professional  acquire- 
ments, his  literary  taste,  and  that  spirit  of  humanity  and 
benevolence  which  marks  his  character.  He  first  began 
his  career  by  instituting  a  general  dispensary  for  the  poor, 
to  which  he  acted  the  part  of  physician ;  and  the  records 
of  this  dispensary,  afterwards  published,  shew  the  atten- 
tion he  had  paid  to  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  those 
who  came  under  his  care.  The  talents  and  industry  he 
called  into  action,  could  not  fail  soon  to  usher  him  into 
extensive  practice;  and  in  a  few  years,  on  the  death  of 
Dr.  Fothergill,  he  carried  the  lead  of  the  city  business, 
without  possessing  that  charm,  which  is  associated  with 
an  hospital  appointment.  In  the  course  of  these  years, 
his  practice  was  marked  by  more  than  the  attendance  of 
the  physician.  Where  necessity  urged,  he  was  the  father, 
the  friend,  and  the  comforter  of  distress,  and  this  often  to 
an  extent,  which  would  have  made  the  prudent  men  of 
this  world  stare.  By  a  lucrative  matrimonial  connexion, 
as  well  as  the  fruits  of  extensive  practice,  he  was  enabled 
to  do  these  acts  of  benevolence — a  satisfaction  only  those 
capable  of  such  liberality  of  mind  can  know. 

Dr.  Lettsom  was  the  founder  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  as  well  as  of  the  General  Sea-Bathing  Infirmary 
at  Margate ;  and  with  his  usual  munificence  he  presented 
the  former  with  the  house  in  Bolt-court,  Fleet-street, 
where  their  meetings  are  held,  as  well  as  contributed 
largely  to  their  library.  He  has  seen  this  institution  attain 
the  highest  respectability,  and  number  among  its  members 
the  first  names  in  professional  rank  and  learning,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  cannot  fail  to  give  a  high  satisfaction  to 
a  mind,  enthusiastic  in  the  interests  of  science  and  pro- 
fessional improvement. 

While  he  thus  laid  a  foundation  for  the  advancement  of 
the  profession,  he  was  no  less  active,  and  took  a  leading 
part,  in  another  institution,  which  involved  the  cause  of 
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humanity.  This  was  the  Royal  Humane  Society,  in 
conjunction  with  Dr.  Cogan  and  the  hite  Dr.  Hawes,  the 
founders  of  this  institution.  It  lias  been  productive  of  the 
highest  benefit  to  the  public,  and  many  a  valuable  life  has 
been  saved,  by  following  the  rules  and  means  recon.mended 
by  the  Establishment.  It  has  met  the  patronage  of  royalty, 
the  sanction  of  parliament,  and  the  universal  approbation 
of  society.  Among  its  members  it  can  rank  the  first  prince 
in  Europe— //?e  liberal  and  enlightened  Alexander,  the  friend 
of  the  human  race.  As  a  mark  of  gratitude,  the  beautiful 
print  of  the  Recovery  of  the  Young  Man,  so  well  known, 
represents  Dr.  Lettsom  as  presenting  him  to  his  astonished 
parents,  on  this  happy  event. 

But  besides  these  establishments,  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  peculiarly  his  own,  there  is  no  professional  or 
scientific  charitable  establishment  in  Europe,  and  even  in 
America,  of  which  he  is  not  a  member,  and  to  which  he 
has  not  been  a  liberal  contributor.  His  titles  would  in 
fact  make  up  a  volume,  and  this  is  the  chief  proofs  of  his 
general  estimation.  He  has  indeed  ever  had  the  open 
hand  and  melting  heart,  that  feels  for  another;  and  his 
gratuities  have  not  been  confined  to  the  narrow  system  of 
the  sectary,  but  have  expanded  liberally  in  every  dona- 
tion. Such  we  may  safely  say,  without  heightening  the 
picture  of  his  character  more  tlian  it  deserves. 

But  though  so  fully  occupied  in  professional  pursuits, 
and  the  necessary  engagements  dependent  on  them,  Dr. 
Lettsom  still  found  leisure  to  stand  distinguished  also  as 
a  literary  character.  His  works  have  all  the  same  ten- 
dency as  his  life  and  conduct,  to  improve,  instruct,  and 
benefit  society.  One  of  the  first  of  these,  his  (lints  on 
Temperance  and  Beneficence,  a  work  brought  out  at  a 
period  of  scarcity  and  unexampled  pressure  among  the 
lower  orders,  and  when  the  inculcating  these  subjects  he 
considered  as  the  duty  of  every  man  placed  in  public  life. 
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It  is  written  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  enforce,  both  by 
precept  and  example,  the  best  method  of  making  a  suitable 
impression. 

But  besides  moral  and  professional  subjects,  there  is 
one  part  of  science,  which  Dr.  Lettsom  seems  to  have  cul- 
tivated with  peculiar  deli-ht,  and  to  have  shewed  an  un- 
common  taste  for.  This  is  Natural  History  and  Botany. 
They  are  essential  accomplishments  of  the  physician,  and 
they  tend  to  expand  and  elevate  the  mind  to  the  contem- 
plation and  variety  of  creation,  as  a  natural  consequence 
of  their  study.  His  house  was  accordingly  enriched  with 
a  beautiful  and  select  museum  of  natural  productions; 
and  his  seat  at  Camberwell  displayed  one  of  the  best 
botanical  gardens  in  this  country,  which  could  boast  the 
rarest  and  most  beautiful  plants,  of  native  as  well  as 
foreign  growth,  properly  arranged,  and  systematicallv  laid 
out.  Of  his  knowledge  of  botany,  we  have  only  to  refer 
to  his  celebrated  and  elaborate  Treatise  on  the  Tea  Tree. 
This  work  contains  every  thing  worthy  to  be  known  on 
Jhe  subject,  in  respect  to  description,  history,  cultivation, 
and  qualities,  such  as  should  come  from  the  pen  of  the 
botanist,  as  well  as  the  physician. 

A  number  of  lesser  works,  dictated  by  the  same  spirit 
of  benevolence  and  philanthropy,  have  at  different  times 
issued  from  his  pen-~as,  his  Essay  on  the  Effects  of  a  little 
Drop ;  on  the  Chlorosis  of  Boarding  Schools,  &c.  He 
published  also  an  edition  of  the  works  of  the  late  Dr. 
FothergiU,  to  which  he  prefixed  an  account  of  his  life : 
this  maybe  considered  as  a  tribute  of  respect  and  affection 
to  the  friends  of  his  early  youth. 

When  the  subject  of  Vaccination  was  first  introduced 
by  Dr.  Jenner,  the  zeal  of  Dr.  Lettsom,  as  a  friend  of 
humanity,  was  warmly  excited  in  favour  of  this  valuable 
discovery.  Some  popular  Essays  were  written  by  him  on 
the  subject;  and  the  objections  of  a  few  misled  and  theo^ 
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the  fair  medium  of  candour,  were  traced  by  the  jaundiced 
eye  of  malevolence  and  detraction.  Hence  his  merit  was 
decried,  and  uopulvirity  considered  as  the  object  of  his 
ambition.  The  aspersions  thus  raised  he  boldly  resisted, 
with  the  independent  and  manly  consciousness  of  recti- 
tude; and  the  same  accusation  made  ao;ainst  Dr.  Lettsom, 
applies  to  the  first  and  best  of  characters.  A  fair  reputa- 
tion, which  popularity  means,  is  certainly  the  wish  and 
desire  of  every  one,  who  has  a  respect  for  himself:  the 
moment  that  desire  is  withdrawn,  where  is  the  incentive 
to  any  thing  laudable  or  praiseworthy  ?  Popularity  then 
is  the  inward  and  natural  feeling  a  man  possesses  of  his 
own  consequence,  and  his  desire  to  impress  it  on  others. 
This  he  can  only  do  by  those  actions  which  render  him 
worthy  of  it :  and  that  being  the  case,  the  motives  are 
fair  and  commendable. 

In  his  motie  of  life.  Dr.  Lettsom  has  displayed  an  ex- 
ample of  temperance,  which  gives  him  all  the  activity  and 
firm  constitutional  vigour,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  that  at- 
tends the  earlier  periods  of  life.  He  can  properly  boast 
of  the  "  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano." 

In  concluding  this  memoir,  let  us  not  omit  a  late  favour- 
able circumstance  in  his  pecuniary  concerns— the  for- 
tunate determination  of  a  suit  in  Chancery,  which  has  put 
him  in  possession  of  an  ample  fortune.  Such  an  occur- 
rence to  a  character  like  his,  is  a  public  benefit :  for  it  was 
never  known  at  any  period  of  life  he  hoarded  his  talent  in 
a  napkin ;  and  much  less,  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  will 
he  descend  to  the  silent  tomb,  without  a  repetition  of 
those  good  deeds,  which  have  been  the  pleasure  of  his 
youth,  and  the  soothing  reflexion  and  solace  of  his  age. 
The  corrected  character  of  Belcour,  divested  of  its  follies, 
as  drawn  by  the  masterly  hand  of  Cumberland,  in  the 
West  Indian,  is  a  Just  delineation  of  this  respectable  indi- 
vidual. 
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DR.  T.  DENMAN,      /^^cu-<^    ^ 

LICENTIATE  IN  MIDWIFERY  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE^//a^4^ 

OF  PHYSICIANS.  ^  //^^  Lh^u^ 

X  O  enjoy  the  evening  of  life,  unmolested  Avith  the  pur- 
suits of  business,  any  farther  than  as  they  constitute  an 
amusement  or  pleasure,  is  the  enviable  lot  of  few  medical 
characters.  It  has  been  the  good  fortune,  however,  of 
the  present  respectable  individual,  "  to  take  time  hy  the 
^^  forelock^''  and  not  only  to  secure  his  own  independence, 
but  to  transmit  the  same  extensive  and  beneficial  practice, 
founded  by  his  merit  and  exertions,  to  his  family. 

Dr.  T.  Denman  is  a  native  of  England,  and  settled 
early  in  the  metropolis,  in  the  department  of  Midwifery. 
This  part  of  the  profession  is  one  of  the  most  politic  for 
a  young  practitioner,  and  an  attendance  on  the  mother  of 
the  family  generally  secures  the  good  opinion  and  favour 
of  the  whole.  Much  improvement  had  been  introduced 
into  this  part  by  one  of  his  countrymen,  the  late  Dr. 
Sraellie ;  but  the  field  was  still  open  for  farther  progress, 
and  of  this  Dr.  Denman  wisely  took  advantage,  and  stea- 
dily applied  himself  to  become  distinguished  as  a  lecturer 
and  physician  in  female  cases.  His  lectures,  a  proof  of 
his  competence  for  this  task,  became  soon  crowded  with 
students,  and  he  carried  the  palm  of  reputation  for  many 
years  from  the  other  competitors  in  this  line. 

During  the  period  of  his  lecturing,  he  found  it  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  make  his  opinions  better  understood  and 
more  extensively  known,  to  publish  a  text-book  on  that 
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part  of  the  subject,  which  had  been  left  imperfect  by  other 
authors.  This  particularly  related  to  the  use  of  instru- 
ments in  difficult  cases,  and  his  aphorisms  here  on  the 
Use  of  the  forceps  and  lever,  may  be  considered  as  golden 
rules  for  the  young  accoucheur  to  go  by,  the  fruits  of 
tried  experience,  mechanical  accuracy,  and  just  observa- 
tion. 

Nor  are  his  directions  less  important  in  manual  or  pre- 
ternatural cases.     Here  he  has  pointed  out  what  nature 
will  do  in  the  most  unfavourable  situations,  and  that  the 
presentation  will  be,  even  in  the  worse  cases,  rectified  by 
the  action  of  the  uterus  itself  causing  the  child  to  turn  on 
its  own  axis.      This  was  a  new  and  most  valuable  fact 
never  observed  by  any   former  practitioner,   and   which 
gives  to  Dr.  Denman's  practice  much  merit,  by  shewing 
him  a  close  observer  of  nature,  and  attentive  in  following 
her  steps  in  directing  his  practice.     His  improvements  in 
flooding  and  convulsive  cases  were  no  less  important  and 
useful ;  situations  which,  of  all  others,  a  practitioner  has 
most  to  dread.      Here  the  great  point  is,  to  choose  the 
happj/  time  for  interference,  and  neither  to  anticipate  by  a 
rasli  opposition  to  nature,  nor  delay  it  too  long,  till  the 
powers  of  the  system  are  exhausted  in  a  vain  struggle. 

The  recital  of  these  circumstances  will  sufficiently  ap- 
preciate the  merits  of  this  eminent  physician,  and  entitle 
him  to  high  professional  rank.  There  is,  indeed,  no 
branch  which  is  attended  with  greater  exertion  both  of 
body  and  mind,  than  the  practice  of  the  accoucheur.  He 
is  obliged  to  submit  to  the  midnight  watch  and  the  anxi- 
ous busy  day,  seldom  the  master  of  his  own  hours,  and 
apt  to  be  broken  in  upon  by  the  calls  of  his  duty  at  his 
most  pleasing  moments,  when  least  wished  for.  This 
soon  undermines  his  constitution  in  an  extensive  practice, 
and  Dr.  Denraan  continued  it  as  long  as  his  health  and 
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strength  permitted,  and  luckily  till  he  had  attained  an 
able  successor  to  his  labours.  This  was  in  his  son-in-law, 
Mr.  Croft,  who  had  been  bred  with  him,  and  shewed  his 
attachment  to  iis  family,  by  soliciting  the  Jia nd  of  his 
youngest  daughter.  This  happy  event  rendered  his  con- 
tinuance in  practice  no  longer  necessary,  than  till  the 
proper  introduction  of  Mr.  Crofl :  so  that  he  has  seen  his 
character  as  an  accoucheur  perpetuated  in  his  relative,  in 
the  same  line  in  which  he  moved,  and  with  the  same  eclat 
which  attended  his  own  labours ;  while  his  reputation  as 
a  teacher,  and  his  practical  directions,  are  disseminated 
widely,  and  regulate  the  conduct  of  every  scientific  prac- 
titioner. 

On  Dr.  Denman's  retirement,  this  department  of  lec- 
turing was  given  up,  which  was  indeed  less  necessary, 
from  his  particular  opinions  and  practice  having  been 
submitted  to  the  public  eye ;  but  though  in  retirement,  we 
find  Dr.  Denman's  mind  still  alive  to  the  interests  of  the 
profession  :  and  he  published  a  small  treatise,  the  results 
of  his  experience  and  observation  on  that  formidable 
disease,  cancer.  That  disease  is  more  frequently  met  with 
by  an  accoucheur  than  any  other  practitioner,  from  its 
attacking  the  female  oftener  than  the  other  sex.  Dr. 
Denman  has  in  this  w  ork  justly  appreciated  all  the  reme- 
dies that  have  been  employed,  and  given  his  opinion  in  a 
candid  and  judicious  manner,  without  arrogating  too 
much. 

To  the  honour  of  this  gentleman,  it  may  be  also  stated, 
that  several  years  ago  he  projected  the  plan  for  a  College 
of  Midwifery.  The  licenses  given  by  the  College  for 
that  department  only,  he  considered  as  too  limited,  and 
unworthy  the  standing  of  men  of  science.  The  extent 
of  this  department,  and  its  importance,  he  regarded  as 
deserving  a  separate  establishmei)t,  and  we  nave  .-io  doubt 
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it  would  have  been  of  advantage  to  the  community  at 
large.  In  this,  however,  he  was  unfortunately  frus- 
trated. 

Of  Dr.  Denman  we  may  conclude,  that  his  professional 
life  has  been  valuable  and  meritorious;  and  he  has  given 
a  wise  and  useful  example  for  others  to  retire  in  time, 
and  not  shew  the  common  desire  of  grasping  too  long,  till 
the  period  of  health  and  enjoyment  is  past,  when  hie  jacet 
is  the  onli/  recompense  for  their  unwearied  exertion  and 
,  ^  unceasing  struggle.^     o-^       ,y,  ^  /Jy/C  "^U^r/^  /^tcU^J- 


/Vwz:^  /^^=^^         DR.  JAMES  CURRY, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANSji 
AND  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

Originality  of  opinion  is  the  gift  of  few.  it  re- 
quires both  acuteness  of  perception,  and  a  peculiar  and 
extended  turn  for  observation,  in  order  to  select  judi- 
ciously, and  appreciate  facts.  This  talent  has  been  emi- 
nently shewn  by  the  present  respectable  physician,  who 
has  given  a  new  system  to  Medicine,  and  changed  the 
practice  of  late  years  in  the  metropolis. 

Dr.  James  Curry  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  received 
the  first  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  sister  kingdom; 
he  then  went  to  Edinburgh,  in  which  university  he  com- 
pleted his  studies,  and  took  a  degree  in  1784.  On  that 
occasion  he  wrote  an  ingenious  inaugural  dissertation, 
shewinff  that  the  blood  was  not  aftected  in  acute  exan-, 
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thematous  cases,  as  small-pox,  &c.  and  that  the  assimi- 
lative operation  of  the  morbid  cause  was  confined  to  the 
skin,  the  nerves  of  which  acquired  a  peculiar  state  favour- 
able to  the  action  and  perpetuating-  of  the  virus.  So  just 
was  Dr.  Curry's  reasonings,  and  so  striking  his  facts,  that 
Dr.  Cullen,  with  much  candour,  acknowledged  his  con- 
viction of  their  truth,  and  thus  the  pupil,  as  the  first  proof 
of  his  professional  acquirements,  instructed  his  master. 

After  finishing  his  professional  education,  Dr.  Currj's 
views  were  directed  to  the  tropical  regions;  and  for 
this  purpose  he  obtained  the  appointment  of  surgeon  in 
an  East-Indiaman,  with  the  design  of  settling  afterwards 
in  Bengal,  which  he  was  prevented  from  doing  by  ill  health. 
Previous  to  his  leaving  Britain,  he  had  not  formed  any 
notions  on  the  importance  of  the  liver  and  its  functions,  as 
the  great  depurator  of  the  constitution,  the  source  of  its 
irregularities,  and  of  most  of  the  maladies  that  afflict  the 
body.  These  opinions  entered  not  into  his  practice  ;  but 
a  new  light  broke  in  upon  him  in  his  eastern  excursion, 
which  changed  his  ideas,  and  gave  a  new  turn  to  his 
medical  opinions. 

Whoever,  indeed,  contemplates  the  liver,  the  very  large 
size  of  the  organ,  and  its  extensive  and  complicated  circu- 
lation, must  on  reflexion  conclude,  that  it  is  intended  by 
nature  for  other  and  more  important  purposes,  than  sup- 
plying the  mere  secretion  of  that  excrementitious  fluid, 
termed  the  bile.  The  more  he  examines  it,  the  more  he 
will  be  convinced  of  its  high  consequence  in  the  animal 
economy,  and  that  on  the  regularity  of  its  functions  the 
health  of  the  system  materially  depends.  In  the  tropical 
climates,  popular  feeling  has  fully  impressed  the  truth  of 
this;  and  on  every  indisposition,  they  look  to  the  state  of 
this  organ  as  the  criterion  to  go  by,  and  their  practice  is 
regulated  accordingly. 

These  sentiments,  impressed  on  Dr,  Curry's  mind,  soon 
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awakened  him  to  an  idea  of  the  hepatic  theory ;  and  che* 
mistrj  lent  also  its  aid,  to  shew  the  stability  of  the  founda- 
tion on  which  he  might  rear  it.  The  blood  passes  not  only 
in  large  quantity  through  this  organ,  but  also  in  that  effete 
state,  which  shews,  that  it  has  lost  its  active  qualities,  or 
that  vivifying  and  animating  principle,  which  renders  it 
so  necessary  for  the  support  and  nourishment  of  the  sys- 
tem. This  organ  then  is  the  reservoir  of  that  coUuvics, 
which  the  returning  circulation  accumulates,  after  the 
wants  of  the  body  are  supplied  by  the  circulating  stream. 
Whatever  interrupts  the  energy  of  this  part,  whether 
vascular  weakness  or  obstruction,  must  derange  the  whole 
machine;  and,  in  the  same  manner,  every  cause  of  disease 
acting  on  the  rest  of  the  body,  will  peculiarly  affect  this 
organ.  Dr.  Curry  found  that  so  sensible  of  this  were  the 
Asiatic-Europeans,  that  mercury,  a  remedy  which  of  all 
others  acts  with  peculiar  efficacy  here,  was  the  medicine 
they  entirely  trusted  to ;  and  the  form  of  calomel,  from 
acting  on  the  bowels,  as  well  as  on  the  liver,  was  univer- 
sally their  family  specific. 

After  a  short  stay  in  India,  and  ascertaining  these  nu- 
merous and  strong  facts  in  favour  of  this  system,  or  the 
Hepatic  Theory  of  Disease,  Dr.  Curry  returned  to  Britain, 
and  afterwards  settled  at  Northampton,  where  he  was 
elected  Physician  to  the  Hospital,  and  continued  several 
years.  At  last  a  favourable  opportunity  occurred  for  re- 
moving to  the  metropolis;  and,  by  the  friendship  of  Dr. 
Saunders,  and  Dr.  Babington,  becoming  connected  with 
Guy's  Hospital,  to  which,  on  the  resignation  of  the  former, 
and  consequent  promotion  of  the  latter,  he  was  appointed 
Assistant  Physician.  Thus  placed,  he  had  now  the  golden 
opportunity  of  disseminating  his  opinions,  so  agreeable  to 
an  ingenious  and  speculative  mind:  for,  next  to  being  con- 
vinced ourselves,  is  the  pleasure  of  convincing  others;  and 
his  success  as  a  lecturer  has  fully  answered  his  expectations 
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in  this  respect.  But  besides  its  just  reasoning  and  foun- 
dation in  facts,  no  system  could  be  more  appropriate 
for  the  practice  of  a  great  city,  than  one  which  refer- 
red the  chief  source  of  disease  to  the  Liver,  an  organ  so 
much  affected  by  indolence,  good  living,  and  all  those 
excesses  which  are  apt  to  be  predominant  there.  Dr. 
Curry  has  therefore  selected  a  theory,  which,  inde- 
pendent of  its  justness,  comes  home  to  the  popular  feel- 
ings, and  cannot  fail  to  place  him  high  both  as  a  teacher 
and  a  physician. 

Of  the  lecturers  in  the  metropolis.  Dr.  Curry  is  cer- 
tainly to  be  considered   as  one  nicely  scientific,  and  a 
man  of  close  investigation.     The  abstract  of  his  lectures, 
which  he  has  published  for  private  use,  is  a  proof  of  it; 
for  it  shews  reflexion  and  mind  in  an  eminent  degrree. 
His  Clinical  Lectures  also  bear  strong  indications  of  a 
pupil  of  the  Edinburgh  school,  who  has  looked  to  general 
principles,  and  their  application,  as  well  as  to  particular 
facts,  the  great  fault  of  the  London  teachers,  who  thus 
narrow  the  ideas  of  the  pupil,  and  make  him  look  rather 
to  the  form  of  prescription,  than  the  principle  that  directs 
it.      In  consequence  of  the  promulgation  of  these  new 
sentiments.  Dr.  Curry  has  taken  a  decided  lead  in  the 
practice  of  the  city,  and  promises  to  outstrip  in  a  short 
period  all  his    couipetitors.      A  system  something  on  a 
similar  plan  had  been  broached  a  great  many  years  ago 
by  the  ingenious  surgeon,  Mr.  Abernethy,   in    his  con- 
nexion of  the  stomach  with  local  diseases.     If  we  look 
narrowly  to  the  sentiments  of  a  former  age,  we  shall 
find,   that  the  system  of  Hoffman  did  not  differ  mate- 
rially from  the  present.     It  was  couched,  indeed,  in  a 
different  phraseology ;  but  the  danger  of  hepatic  conges- 
tions, and  the  necessity  of  an  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
liver,  was  strongly  pointed  out  by  this    able  physician, 
and  certain  drastic  medicines  were  directed,  as  specific  eli- 
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menators  of  this  organ — an  opinion  we  have  already  com- 
mented on  in  the  memoirs  of  Dr.  Powell.  It  must  be  al- 
lowed, however,  that  Dr.  Curry  has  given  it  science,  an 
extended  deduction,  and  a  modern  and  impressive  form; 
and  we  may  truly  prognosticate,  that  its  successful  appli- 
cation in  practice  bids  fair  to  make  it  outlive  tlie  other 
theories  of  the  day,  and  to  secure  to  its  author  a  merited 
reputation  for  a  loug  period  to  come. 

In  our  memoir  of  Dr.  Saunders,  we  had  occasion  to 
notice  the  precepts  of  that  judicious  physician,  against  the 
indiscriminate  use  of  mercury  in  liver  complaints.  In 
the  remark  we  then  made,  it  particularly  applied  to  those 
returned  practitioners,  the  former  residents  in  warm 
climates,  who  made  no  distinction  between  the  different 
situations  of  patients  in  the  opposite  region  to  where  they 
now  practised. 

Such  a  censure  could  bear  no  reference  to  the  scientific 
and  regulated  principles  of  Dr.  Curry,  whose  practice  we 
have  stated  is  built  on  sound  observation,  and  a  correct 
view  of  the  laws  of  the  animal  economy ;  as  a  proof  of 
which,  Dr.  Saunders  has  introduced  in  the  latter  editions 
of  his  work  upon  the  Liver,  a  long  note  supplied  by  Dr. 
Curry,  upon  the  use  of  mercury  in  hepatitis.  Mercury,  Dr. 
Curry  considers  only  as  an  auxiliary  means,  necessary  in 
a  certain  morbid  condition  of  the  hepatic  functions. 
Wherever  the  increased  action  of  the  organ  is  the  effect 
of  high  inflammation,  by  gorging  its  vessels,  and  im- 
peding its  secretion,  bleeding  he  directs  as  the  proper 
means  to  restore  its  energy,  and  allow  the  bile  to  be  sepa- 
rated and  carried  off.  Here,  if  mercury  is  used,  he  judi- 
ciously prescribes  it  in  the  form  of  calomel,  to  act  as  an 
evacuant  remedy,  and  assist  the  discharge  of  the  secretion, 
when  separated,  and  accumulated  in  the  hepatic  ducts. 

But  there  is  an  opposite  state,  where,  instead  of  high 
inflammatipn,  the  organ  possesses  an  atomy  and  debility 
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of  its  vessels,  havings  the  same  influence  as  the  formel* 
condition,  in  suspending  its  secretory  powers,  and  in 
loading-  its  vascular  congeries.  Though  here  local  bleeding 
may  be  useful,  it  is  only  for  a  temporary  purpose,  and  the 
cure  depends  on  giving  increase  of  stimulus,  to  enable 
the  vessels  to  throw  off  the  bilious  matter,  and  cause  it  to 
pass  into  its  natural  vortex,  to  be  collected  and  dis- 
charged. Mercury  is  certainly  here  superior  to  any  other 
stimulant  that  can  be  employed ;  but  here  Dr.  Curry  pre- 
scribes it  in  a  form  not  to  pass  off  immediately,  as  in  the 
former  condition,  but  in  the  blue  pill,  or  other  mild  pre- 
paration, which  shall  exert  a  more  permanent  and  general 
excitement  of  the  organ.  Nor  does  he  trust  to  the  mine- 
ral alone :  he  combines  with  it  other  remedies  to  assist  its 
operation,  and  the  liver  once  acting  powerfully,  and  the 
secretion  accumulating  by  these  means ;  he  has  then,  and 
not  till  then,  recourse  to  brisk  cathartics,  if  necessary,  for 
its  discharge  from  the  alimentary  canal. 

It  is  the  want  of  judgment  then,  if  practitioners  mis- 
take the  application  of  these  clear  and  rational  principles, 
which  speak  for  themselves.  Dr.  Curry,  like  every  man  of 
long  experience,  who  has  devoted  much  time  to  the  study 
of  a  particular  part  or  function  of  the  body,  is  more  capa- 
ble of  detecting  with  precision  its  real  morbid  state,  and 
its  several  varieties,  so  that  he  can  rarely  be  deceived. 
On  the  same  ground,  his  experience  leads  him  to  pro- 
nounce with  decision  on  the  best  means  to  be  employed, 
the  length  to  which  they  should  be  carried,  and  other 
minutiae,  which  a  common  practitioner  or  observer  either 
does  not  attend  to,  or  cannot  so  nicely  ascertain. 

The  one  is  travelling  a  road,  every  pass  of  which, 
every  turn  or  deviation,  he  has  in  view;  the  other  is  a 
cursory  passenger,  who  has  come  once  or  twice  that  way, 
pays  little  attention  to  it,  and  does  not  consider  he  may 
again  have  occasion  to  traverse  the  same  path. 
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Proceeding  on  such  unerring;  principles,  as  a  practical 
physician,  Dr.  Curry's  prescriptions  are  of  a  bolder  and 
more  active  combination  than  most  of  his  brethren,  and 
possess  less  of  that  placebo  timidity,  which  marks  rather 
the  hand  of  the  journeyman  than  the  master,  and  which 
looks  to  the  efforts  of  nature  as  paramount  to  every  thing- 
else — an  opinion  calculated  only  for  indolence  and  igno- 
rance. 

Some  years  ago,  Dr.  Curry  published  a  small  tract, 
entitled  Observations  on  Apparent  Death.  This  is  on  an 
important  subject;  and,  though  little  known  in  England, 
from  its  being  printed  in  the  country,  and  distributed  by  a 
society  at  Northampton,  has  been  translated,  and  exten- 
sively circulated  on  the  continent.  At  preseat,  he  is  re- 
publishing it  from  a  benevolent  motive. 


fOoJTc^  urU^      DR.  G.  PEARSON, 

'i^ '^T^ICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICL4NSi 
Jf^-^^^^Vi^lQ^lKi^  TO  ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL,  AND  TO  HIS 

/a^^^^^^'-'-^OYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK,  &c.  6cc. 

JLHE  success  of  a  physician  in  the  metropolis  is  so  pre- 
carious, as  to  be  considered  proverbial.  Accident  often 
accomplishes  what  merit  in  vain  strives  for;  and  the  repu- 
tatioi  that  leads  to  practice  and  fortune,  is  more  the  effect 
of  chance  than  real  desert.  A  reputation,  however,  so 
gained,  is  as  easily  lost  as  acquired ;  and  the  fashionable 
doctor,  whose  carriage  has  for  years  beset  every  door,  often 
lives  to  be  without  a  »atient  on  his  list.  This  might  be 
exemplified  in  innumerable  instances.  But  the  character 
which  is  the  result  of  scientific  attainments,  is  not  so  easily 
shaken.     It  survives  the  whim  and  caprice  of  the  day; 
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and  when  once  it  reaches  the  goal,  it  continues  to  main- 
tain its  ground,  and,  like  the  oak,  is  rooted  to  its  place, 
without  being  affected  by  the  malevolence  of  detraction, 
or  the  temporary  support  of  popular  applause.  This  has 
been  particularly  the  case  with  the  subject  of  the  present 
memoir.  He  has  chalked  out  a  walk  for  himself:  and  his 
reputation,  built  on  the  basis  of  science  and  real  profes- 
sional accomplishments,  has  gradually  increased,  and  can 
suffer  no  diminution,  so  long  as  the  powers  of  his  mind 
continue  their  wonted  energy  and  exertion. 

Dr.  G.  Pearson  is  descended  from  a  respectable  family 
at  Mosbrough  Hall,  in  Derbyshire,  and  after  a  liberal  pre- 
liminary education,  began  the  study  of  medicine,  as  his 
professional  pursuit.  His  studies  in  this  branch  were  con- 
ducted both  at  Edinburgh,  as  the  first  school  for  this  sci- 
ence, and  afterwards  in  London  and  on  the  continent,  with 
all  that  proficiency,  which  eminent  abilities,  and  an  ardent 
desire  for  knowledge,  enabled  him  to  acquire;  and  after 
the  proper  period  assigned  for  academical  attendance,  he 
took  his  degree  at  Edinburgh  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  with 
much  approbation,  i^*^  /^^   '^/CA^i^    /yy^. 

Like  many  young  physicians,  some  time  was  judiciously 
past  by  him  in  studying  at  various  universities  abroad, 
before  setting  down  in  the  metropolis;  and  when  his  reso- 
lution was  fixed  to  settle  in  London,  he  laid  down  a  plan 
of  uniting  the  science  and  practice  in  such  a  manner,  that 
they  should  mutually  go  hand  in  hand  in  establishing  his 
reputation.  For  this  purpose,  he  instituted  an  extensive 
set  of  lectures  on  the  several  branches  of  medical  know- 
ledge necessary  to  form  the  practitioner,  including,  along 
with  the  theory  and  practice,  a  course  in  Chemistry  and 
the  Materia  Medica;  and  giving  to  the  whole  a  brilliant 
and  new  arrangement,  as  detailed  in  his  text-book  pub- 
lished on  the  occasion,  the  merit  of  which  can  only  be 
judged  of  by  comparing  it  with  others. 
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Previous  to  Dr.  Pearson's  time  most  of  the  London  lectures 
were  merely  short  practical  details,  suited  to  the  capacity 
of  the  young  apothecary,  whose  period  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge was  generally  limited  to  one  season  of  attendance. 
Dr.  Pearson  extended  thote  limited  bounds  of  imparting 
professional  information,  clothed  them  with  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  science,  joined  the  reasoning  of  theory  with  the 
iacts  of  practice,  and  thus  expanded  the  minds  of  his  pu- 
pils, and  gave  them  an  after-taste  for  study  and  observa- 
tion. The  best  proof  of  the  merit  of  his  lectures  is,  the 
numerous  and  increasing  audiences  he  has  had  for  such  a 
number  of  years,  and  the  credit  he  has  in  that  time  ac- 
quired, for  reari.Mg  some  of  the  first  characters  in  the  pro- 
fession, who  owe  their  first  instructions  and  taste  for 
scieiice  to  bis  lessons. 

A  vacancy  of  Physician  to  St.  George's  Hospital  hap- 
pening about  twenty-five  years  ago.  Dr.  Pearson  was  ap- 
pointed to  this  establishment;  and  it  may  be  considered 
to  have  been  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  the  Hospital,  by 
introducing  a  physician  of  real  science— a  powerful  at- 
traction lor  pupils,  who  thus  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
clini*  al  practice  conducted  on  just  principles,  and  the  in- 
structions of  the  school  confirmed  by  practical  and  scien- 
tif.c  application  at  the  bedside. 

The  connexions  thus  formed  by  Dr.  Pearson,  through 
his  scientific  attainments,  naturally  spread  his  reputation 
from  the  lecture-room  and  the  hospital  to  the  public  at 
large,  and  his  practice  accordingly  felt  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  the  wise  and  steady  line  of  professional  pursuit  he 
bad  adopted.  Such  also  is  the  activity  of  his  mind,  and 
ins  ardent  zoal  in  the  prosecution  of  his  profession,  that 
thouich  thus  immersed  in  such  numerous  and  important 
engagements,  he  has  found  leisure,  on  different  occasions, 
to  give  his  opinions  to  the  world,  on  some  highly  interest*- 
ing  professional  subjects. 


y^  ^  ^^  ^^    / ^^  J  /^  ^^^   ^^''~— 
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He  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  :  and  in 
the  Transactions  of  that  learned  body  for  1809,  he  has 
published  a  dissertation  on  the  different  species  of  mucus, 
with  a  practic-il  view,  in  order  to  distinguish  real  pul- 
monary affections  by  this  criterion.  In  this  dissertation 
he  has  calcuUited,  that  no  less  than  140,000  persons  fall 
annually  victims  to  pulmonary  diseases  in  this  country : 
thus  pointiiig  out  the  importance  of  being  able  to  distin- 
guish early  the  true  nature  of  such  maladies,  with  the  view 
of  taking  those  precautionary  measures,  which  can  only 
be  effectual  to  prevent  their  fatality. 

Another  subject  which  attracted  the  attention  of  Dr. 
Pearson,  at  an  early  period,  was  the  analysis  of  that  cele- 
brated chemical  preparation.  Dr.  James's  Powder.  This 
medicine,  originally  introduced  from  the  continent,  had, 
by  the  industry  of  Dr.  James,  and  concurring  circum- 
stances, acquired  the  highest  reputation,  and  this  reputa- 
tion it  had  acquired  equally  with  the  profession  as  with 
the  public.  Something  mysterious  was  supposed  con- 
nected with  the  mode  of  preparation  :  and  it  was  in  order 
to  convince  the  profession  in  respect  to  this,  and  to  shew 
that  the  antimonial  powder  of  the  Dispensary  was  nearly 
the  same,  that  Dr.  Pearson  undertook  this  investigation. 

As  a  chemist,  the  merits  of  Dr.  Pearson  stand  very 
high.  He  has  published  a  correct  view  of  the  different 
changes  in  the  Chemical  Nomenclature,  agreeable  to  the 
revolutions  in  the  science,  produced  by  the  discoveries  of 
the  French  writers.  He  was  also  the  first  who  introduced 
a  knowledge  of  the  phosphates  into  this  country,  and  he 
has  a  right,  therefore,  to  claim  particular  notice  on  this 
head.  But  what  ought  to  convey  his  name  to  posterity, 
and  which  entitles  him  to  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  no 
less  than  Dr.  Jenner  himself,  is  the  laudable  and  active 
part  he  took  in  forwarding  the  important  discovery  of  vac- 
dnation.     This  discovery,  which  had  been  so  long  known 
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in  the  dairy  counties,  and  which  the  College  had  rejected 
when  brouo^ht  under  the  notice  of  Sir  G.  Baker,  their 
President,  was  announced  to  the  profession  by  Dr.  Jenner, 
in  that  strong  and  impressive  manner,  as  to  conmiand  at- 
tention, and  call  for  investigation.      Dr.  Jenner's  facts, 
however,  at  this  period,  were  few.     The  real  history  of 
the  disease  was  little  understood,  and  the  favourable  and 
unfavourable  circumstances  connected  with  its  application 
totally  unknown.     Dr.  Pearson  then  was  the  person  by 
whom  the  crude  notions  of  the  disease  were  perfected, 
and  brought  to  practical  use.     It  is  not  sufficient  to  start 
a  subject :  the  chief  merit  lies  in  carrying  it  to  maturity, 
and  disseminating  its  advantages  by  an  attentive  and  ex- 
tensive investigation.  This  was  the  task  that  fell  peculiarly 
to  Dr.  Pearson's  lot.     In  the  Dispensary  instituted  for  the 
purpose,  he  carried  through  a  series  of  experiments,  which 
formed  a  complete  history  of  the  disease,  in  its  appear- 
ance, nature,  and  varieties— fixed  the  genuine  and  spuri- 
ous species — shewed  the  extent  of  its  power  as  a  pre- 
ventive—and, in  fact,  viewed  the  subject  in  all  its  parts, 
with  the  calmness  of  the  philosopher,  and  the  nice  pre- 
cision of  science,  in  his  deductions  from  the  facts  that 
came  under  his  review.     To  him,  therefore,  as  much  as 
to  Dr.  Jenner.  ought  the  remuneration  of  Parliament  to 
be  extended;    snd   the  progress   of  his  labours  is  well 
traced,  in  the  work  he  has  professedly  written  on  the  sub- 
ject, from  which  a  comparative  view  of  the  merits  of  the 
two   individuals   may   be   taken,    and    their    importance 
balanced.     Indeed,  no  one  was  so  well  fitted  as  he  was 
for  this  task,  by  uniting  the  nice  accuracy  of  the  chemist, 
with  the  observation  and  discriminating  experience  of  the 
hospital-physician,  accustomed  to  view  diseases  on  an  ex- 
tensive and  varied  scale. 

It  may  indeed  be  here  remarked,  that  the  clinical  lec- 
tures of  St.  George's  Hospital,  as  given  by  Dr.  Pearson, 
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come  nearer  the  admirable  ones  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  of 
Edinburgh  than  any  other.  Accurate  in  their  history  of 
symptoms,  and  taken  down  minutely  and  circumstantially 
in  the  detail  of  their  phenomena  of  disease,  the  student 
cannot  fail  to  treasure  up  each  case  in  his  memory ;  while 
the  practice  is  simple,  clear,  and  each  remedy  has  its  fair 
and  just  trial,  so  as  to  establish  its  real  merits,  whether 
of  advantage  or  injury  to  the  patient.  But,  much  to  the 
credit  of  Dr.  Pearson,  his  attention  to  his  pupils  is  not 
limited  to  mere  professional  instruction  :  his  zeal,  like  that 
of  Dr.  Saunders,  has  often  been  extended  to  the  care  of 
their  future  success  in  life;  and,  by  his  connexions  with 
the  Medical  and  Transport  Boards,  many  young-  men, 
destitute  of  patronage,  and  that  foundation  necessary  to 
carry  them  on,  have  owed  to  his  exertions  and  interest 
that  happy  introduction,  which,  in  Shakspeare's  words, 
has  proved  "  the  tide  that,  taken  at  its  ebb,  has  led  them 
"  on  to  fortune." 

Besides  his  other  preferments.  Dr.  Pearson  is  Physician 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and  a  member 
of  most  of  the  literary  and  scientific  societies  in  Europe. 
Not  limiting  his  researches  to  mere  professional  pursuits, 
his  chemical  abilities  have  made  him  be  looked  up  to  and 
consulted  in  most  of  the  important  manufacturing  con- 
cerns of  the  metropolis,  where  difficulties  occur,  and  can- 
not be  solved  but  by  the  aid  of  science.  An  opinion  may 
be  formed  of  Dr.  Pearson's  claims  to  public  approbation, 
from  a  numerous  list  of  papers  in  the  Philosophical 
Transactions,  and  other  papers,  as  well  as  distinct  pub- 
lications on  philosophy  and  physic,  well  known  to  the 
public. 
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ptyi^fGc^  DR.  BABINGTON, 


LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIA?«S, 
AND  L.1TE  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 


HAT  there  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men,  which,  taken 
at  the  ebb,  leads  o'(\  to  fortune,  is  a  maxim  verified  in  the 
progress  of  thi^  respectable  individual:  not  that  we  would 
wish  to  detract  from  his  merit  and  industry,  in  seconding 
that  favourable  bias  which  has  attended  him. 

Dr.  Babington  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  where  he  received 
the  greatest  part  of  his  education.  His  professional  ac- 
quirements were  mostly  completed  at  the  London  hospi- 
tals, the  most  extensive  school  for  real  practice,  and  the 
actual  knowledge  of  the  appearances  and  treatment  of 
diseases.  Here  he  was  introduced  to  Guy's  Hospital, 
where  he  held  for  many  years  an  official  situation,  with 
much  credit  to  himself,  and  which  j3articularly  recom- 
mended him  to  the  attention  of  Dr.  Saunders,  afterwards 
his  patron  and  friend. 

At  this  period  he  warmly  devoted  himself  to  the  study 
of  Chemistry  and  Natural  History;  and  the  syllabus  of 
his  lectures  afterwards  on  these  sciences  is  a  sufficient 
proof,  both  of  his  proficiency  and  his  talent  for  arrange- 
ment, and  clear  view  of  this  extensive  department  of 
general  knowledge.  From  his  official  situation  he  was 
accordingly  gr^^dually  promoted,  on  his  attaining  a  degree 
in  Medicine,  to  be  junior  physician,  and  one  of  the  lecturers 
of  this  hospital,  which  was  then,  by  Dr.  Saunders's  exer- 
tions, beginning  to  be  a  celebrated  medical  school.    These 
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exertions,  being  eminently  seconded  by  Dr.  Babington, 
gave  guch  satisfaction,  that  Dr.  Saunders  was  induced  to 
resign  in  his  favour,  and  having-  taken  a  degree  in  Medi- 
cine preparatory  to  this,  he  was,  with  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Governors,  appointed  Senior  Physician  to  this 
respectable  and  extensive  establishment.  This  circum- 
stance was  equally  creditable  to  Dr.  Saunders  as  to  his 
pupil,  and  marked  the  generous  feeling  of  the  one,  no  less 
than  the  correct  behaviour  of  the  other. 

The  city  practice  of  Dr.  Saunders  naturally  followed  as 
a  consequence  of  this  preferment;  and  Dr.  Babington 
soon  saw  himself,  what  with  the  connexion  of  his  friend, 
and  the  new  created  one  by  himself,  as  a  teacher,  at  the 
head  of  a  field  of  business,  the  most  extensive  and  lucra- 
tive, both  in  the  metropolis  and  its  environs.  Nor  was  his 
industry  less  exerted  to  preserve,  than  it  had  been  to  ac- 
quire it. 

It  may  be  here  mentioned,  as  one  great  advantage  of  a 
popular  teacher,  that  from  the  settlement  of  his  numerous 
pupils  in  every  quarter,  a  connexion  in  time  comes  to  be 
formed  for  him  which  he  cannot  avoid ;  as  the  lessons  they 
have  imbibed  from  him  naturally  lead  them  to  give  him 
the  preference  as  their  consulting  physician,  in  all  cases 
of  difficulty  and  danger,  which  reach  beyond  their  own 
skill. 

From  his  long  and  early  hospital  residence.  Dr.  Babing- 
ton cannot  fail  to  be  an  excellent  practical  physician ;  and 
his  good  sense  and  sound  judgment  prevent  him  being 
led  astray  by  the  theories  of  the  day.  It  may  be  here 
mentioned,  that  it  is  a  great  advantage  for  the  student  to 
hear  the  same  subject  treated  at  the  same  hospital,  by  two 
distinct  lecturers.  Each  has  his  peculiar  view  of  it,  and 
according  to  his  line  of  practice,  each  will  direct  the  at» 
tention  more  to  one  class  of  diseases  than  another. 
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But  though  thus  engaged  extensively,  both  as  a  prac- 
titioner and  teacher.  Dr.  Babington  has  not  been  inatten- 
tive to  record  whatever  has  been  deemed  by  him  worthy 
of  notice,  in  the  course  of  his  pursuits ;  and  the  different 
periodical  publications  contain  occasional  papers  from  his 
pen,  highly  valuable  and  important. 

From  his  knowledge  of  Natural  History,  Dr.  Babing- 
ton was  induced  to  be  a  principal  purchaser  of  the  cele- 
brated museum  of  the  late  Earl  of  Bute,  a  proof  of  his 
taste  in  the  first  instance,  and  whicli  we  have  been  in- 
formed he  was  enabled  afternards  to  turn  to  considerable 
advantage.  He  likewise  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
establishment  and  management  of  the  Veterinary  College, 
in  order  to  rescue  that  part  of  medicine  froin  the  hands 
of  ignorance  and  empyricism,  and  he  continues  accord- 
ingly a  leading  member  of  the  Committee  for  conduct- 
ing it. 

In  his  various  relations,  no  one  can  boast  a  fairer  fame 
than  this  respectable  individual ;  and  encircled  with  a 
numerous  family,  no  less  than  eleven  children,  he  is 
equally  attentive  to  the  duties  of  the  father  and  the  hus- 
band, as  the  friend  and  the  physician.  His  good  fortune, 
therefore,  is  justly  bestowed,  and  his  industry  and  talents 
are  exerted  for  the  best  of  purposes,  to  give  happiness 
to  the  numerous  ramifications  dependent  upon  him. 
Dr.  Babington  became  a  Licentiate  of  the  College  in 
1796,  and  was  appointed  Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital 
soon  after.     - 
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DR.  WELLS, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

JbiVEN  in  the  most  aristocratical  bodies,  we  find  the 
spirit  of  freedom  burst  forth  at  times  beyond  restraint, 
whenever  restriction  is  carried  too  far.  The  laws  of  the 
College  are  certainly  too  rigid ;  but  the  administration  is 
generally  prudently  conducted,  and  without  regard  to 
their  letter.  Frequent,  however,  have  been  the  disputes 
between  the  Fellows  and  Licentiates,  respecting  their 
rights ;  and  on  the  last  of  these  memorable  occasions,  the 
subject  of  the  present  memoir  shewed  himself  the  advocate 
of  his  own  and  his  brethren's  cause. 

Dr.  Wells  is  a  native  of  America,  of  Scots  extraction, 
but  was  educated  mostly  in  this  country.  Edinburgh  was 
the  university  where  he  acquired  his  professional  learnino-, 
and  took  his  degree.  He  became  a  Licentiate  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  then  settled  in  the  metropolis,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  practise.  With  an  independence  above  his 
wants,  and  naturally  of  a  philosophic  turn  of  mind,  he 
has  never  shewn  himself  over  anxious  in  the  pursuits  of 
business. 

Though  mild  and  inoffensive  in  his  manner  and  charac- 
ter, what  perhaps  he  would  have  overlooked  in  his  own 
person,  he  stepped  forth  to  vindicate  in  the  case  of  an- 
other; and  his  publication  in  favour  of  Dr.  Stanger  does 
credit  to  his  pen,  from  the  cause  in  which  it  was  employed. 

The  restrictions  of  the  College,  at  this  period,  on  the 
Licentiates,  were  uncommonly  severe,  and  not  suited  to 
that  liberality  which  should  distinguish  a  learned  body. 
Dr.  Stanger's  application  to  the  College  being  refused, 
an  application  was  made  on  the  subject  of  its  powers  to 
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the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  manage  it  bj  the  Licentiates,  of  which  Dr.  Wells  was 
one,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Cooke  and  Dr.  Stanger; 
and  the  subject  was  ably  handled  by  him,  in  a  publica- 
tion, which,  for  sound  argument,  liberal  sentiments,  and 
correct  style,  does  him  high  credit.  The  business  was 
ended  by  concessions  on  the  part  of  the  College,  which 
have  now  set  it  fully  at  rest.  Since  that  time,  Dr.  Wells 
has  not  particularly  pressed  himself  on  public  notice,  fond 
of  that  literary  retirement,  and  those  scientific  pursuits,  so 
pleasing  to  a  cultivated  mind. 

On  the  vacancy  of  Physician  to  the  Honourable  East 
India  Company,  by  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  JIunter,  he 
stood  a  candidate;  but  was  out- voted  by  Dr.  Dick,  from 
the  principle  then  laid  down  by  the  Company,  to  have 
this  appointment  filled  by  one  of  their  own  servants,  as 
more  conversant  with  that  particular  line  of  practice  it 
was  fit  their  surgeons  should  be  made  acquainted  with. 
This,  however,  was  taking  the  office  out  of  the  regular 
channel  in  which  it  had  hitherto  flowed,  and  considered 
rather  as  a  reflection  on  the  College  at  the  time. 

Dr.  Wells  has  published  several  papers  in  the  Phil. 
Trans,  on  philosophical  subjects,  and  lately  a  work  upon 
Dew.  He  is  also  the  author  of  several  useful  papers  on 
Medicine,  to  be  found  in  the  Transactions  of  a  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Knowledge, 
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DR.  J.  CLARKE,  .  ^^^^^-^  ^^^ 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS; 
AND  LATE  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  ASYLUM  FOR 
FEMALE  ORPHANS. 

XHE  department  of  the  accoucheur  has  been,  with  no 
just  reason,  regarded  in  an  inferior  light  to  the  general 
practice  of  Medicine.  To  exercise  it  properlj,  with  the 
science  and  dignity  of  the  physician,  requires  the  same 
preparatory  knowledge.  When,  also,  we  consider  the 
singular  process  of  generation,  the  great  and  important 
change  it  induces  on  the  system  of  the  female,  and  the 
rapid  return  after  delivery  to  its  former  state,  the  subject 
presents  some  of  the  most  astonishing  phenomena  in  the 
animal  economy,  worthy  the  investigation  of  the  philoso- 
pher as  well  as  the  physician.  The  respectable  individual, 
the  subject  of  this  memoir,  has  exercised  this  line  of  the 
profession  in  that  proper  and  elevated  manner,  which  be- 
comes his  learning  and  rank  in  the  College. 

Dr.  John  Clarke  is  a  native  of  Wellingborough,  in 
Northamptonshire,  where  his  father  was  an  eminent  sur- 
geon ;  and  was  educated  in  his  preparatory  branches  at 
St.  Paul's  school,  in  London.  From  thence,  on  choosing 
his  profession,  he  attended  the  London  Hospitals,  and  all 
the  principal  teachers  in  London.  He  was  a  contemporary 
student  with  Dr.  Baillie,  at  the  lertures  of  Dr.  William 
Hunter,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Dr.  Fordyce ;  and  received  the 
principles  of  his  obstetrical  knowletige,  from  Dr.  Oshorn 
and  Dr.  Denman,  with  whom  he  was  afterwards  associated 
as  a  lecturer.  He  then  settled  in  the  metropolis,  and 
began  quickly  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  exertion,  both  as 
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a  teacher  and  practitioner.  As  a  teacher,  he  soon  gained 
a  deserved  reputation :  for  his  lectures  contained  a  source 
of  information,  both  for  the  principles  of  the  art,  and  the 
clinical  conduct  of  the  pupil  in  his  professional  inter- 
course with  his  patients,  more  than  those  of  any  other 
teacher  could  boast. 

The  character  thus  acquired  by  him,  introduced  him  in 
a  few  years  into  a  high  and  extensive  line  of  business; 
and  the  circle  of  his  connexions  was  equal  to  what  any  of 
his  other  competitors  could  boast.     But  besides  his  re- 
spectability as  a  practitioner,  he  has  displayed  his  talents 
also  as  a  writer  on  several  important  obstetrical  subjects. 
His  chief  publication  was  entitled,  Observations  on  the 
Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  &c.    This  work  contains  valuable 
and  correct  information  for  the  practitioner,  as  well  as  the 
student,  and  will  always  be   perused  with   interest  and 
benefit.     Perhaps  no  branch  of  Medicine  ever  made  more 
rapid  improvement  than  Midwifery,  from  the  time  of  Dr. 
Smellie,  who  may  be  considered  as  having  done  much, 
and  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  the  modern  practice 
and  opinions  on  this  subject. 

This  branch  is  naturally  divided  into"  two  parts,  the 
mechanical  and  medical.  The  former,  as  it  respects  the 
operation,  owed  much  to  the  late  Dr.  W.  Hunter,  in  a 
cautious  and  proper  attention  to  the  efforts  of  nature,  so 
far  as  respected  the  last  movements  of  the  head,  and  the 
birth  of  the  placenta.  The  practitioners,  who  have  suc- 
ceeded him,  have  been  chietly  employed  to  simplify  the 
conduct  in  the  more  difficidt  cases,  and  to  improve  the 
after-treatment.  In  this  Dr.  Clarke  has  had  a  laudable 
share.  He  discovered  and  published  his  observation,  that 
in  parturition,  rendered  difficult  by  the  face  presenting  to 
the  OS  pubis,  it  is  practicable,  in  most  cases,  to  bring  the 
occiput  forward,  and  so  shorten  the  labour. 

It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted,  that  the  regulations  of 
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the  College  confine  practitioners  in  Midwifery  strictly  to 
their  own  department.  Such  a  restriction  savours  of 
illiberality  :  and  a  physician,  if  he  practised  in  a  general 
line,  would  have  opportunities  of  making  comparisons 
between  the  diseases  of  the  sexes,  which  might  lead  to 
important  conclusions.  This  proceeding  of  the  College 
has  been  combated  by  Dr.  Clarke;  and  he  has  maintained 
his  rank  in  his  profession,  founded  on  many  years  of  ex- 
tensive experience.  The  College  should  either  give  no 
special  license  for  Midwifery,  or  extend  the  limits  of  this 
department,  for  it  is  impossible  they  can  fail  to  be  broken 
through — and  the  pliysician  must  either  act  on  a  larger 
scale,  or  society  suffer  by  the  restriction. 

The  industry  and  exertions  which  Dr.  Clarke  has 
shewn  since  his  commencement  of  business,  have  in  a  few 
years  rendered  him  independent;  and  his  fortune  has 
at  the  same  time  been  considerably  increased,  by  his 
matrimonial  connexion.  He  has,  therefore,  with  the 
wisdom  of  a  philosopher,  curtailed  his  labours.  Indeed, 
the  fiiiigiie  of  this  department  is  such,  that  no  one  can 
be  much  inclined  to  pursue  it  from  choice.  Where  an 
error  takes  place,  it  is  considered  always  here  as  the 
fault  of  the  practitioner,  and  much  and  unmerited  obloquy 
is  apt  to  be  visited  on  the  guiltless  head  of  the  medical 
attendant,  where  faults  or  irregularities  of  the  patient  are 
alone  to  be  blamed. 

Dr.  Clarke  has  been  considered  as  possessing  an  acute- 
ness  of  perception  superior  to  most  of  his  competitors, 
and  rather  a  brilliance  of  talents,  than  the  common-place 
display  of  mediocrity.  This  has  enabled  him  to  get 
through  a  pressure  of  business  with  a  facility  and  des- 
patch, which  has  given  him  many  advantages.  By  con- 
fining himself  now  chiefly  to  the  diseases  of  females 
and  children,  he  will  have  greater  opportunities  of  shew- 
ing himself  in  a  more  elevated  sphere,  of  enlarging  his 
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views,  and  extending  his  subjects.  Something,  therefore, 
may  be  expected  from  his  pen,  in  addition  to  what  he  has 
already  so  ably  produced;  and  the  periodical  publications 
contain  at  different  times  several  valuable  communications, 
the  fruit  of  his  industry  and  observation. 

In  lessening,  however,  his  attention  to  the  more  labori- 
ous parts  of  practice.    Dr.  Clarke  has  not  thrown  his 
business  out  of  its  regular   channel,   but  consigned  the 
charge  of  it  to  the  confidential  hands  of  one,  with  whom 
both^is  reputation  and  interest  are  equally  sacred.     This 
is  his  brother AMr.  Charles  Clarke,  Member  of  the  Royal- 
College    of  Surgeons,    a  deserving    practitioner.      This 
gentleman,   brought   up  under  his   immediate  eye  and 
tuition,  he  has  been  for  some  years  gradually  introducing 
into  practice,  and  for  this  Mr.  Clarke  has  himself  laid  a 
proper  foundation,  by  endeavouring  first  to  gain  a  cha- 
racter as  a  lecturer,  and  next  to  shew  himself  worthy 
public  confidence,  by  appearing  as  an  author  on  a  class  of 
female  diseases,  frequent  in  their  occurrence,  and  difficult 
in  their  treatment.     Dr.  Clarke  has  thus  been  gradually 
withdrawing  himself,  and  resides  in  the  country  (free  from 
professional  pursuits)  during  half  of  the  year. 

imfBLEGBOROUGH, 

A 
LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

In  proportion  as  the  higher  ranks  of  the  profession  are 
circumscribed  in  their  line  of  practice,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion must  their  practical  knowledge  be  contracted. 
The  strict  line  of  demarkation  will  not  enter  the  expanded 
views  of  a  scientific  or  humane  practitioner;  he  will  over- 
leap the  trammels  of  College  confinement,  and  relieve  his 
patient  in  everv  way  he  can,  though  forced  sometimes  to 
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breathe  a  vein,  or  perform  an  operation,  wherd  necessity 
urges.  This  is  the  laudable  conduct  of  the  respectable 
subject  of  this  memoir,  regardless  of  those  minutias,  which, 
in  the  language  of  scripture,  too  often  cause  a  man  to 
hide  his  talent  in  a  napkin. 

Dr.  Blegborough  was  born  at  Richmond,  in  Yorkshire, 
where  his  father,  a  respectable  surgeon,  practised  with 
success  for  more  than  half  a  century.  While  receiving  the 
most  liberal  classical  education,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Rev.  Antony  Temple,  the  then  excellent  master  of  the 
Free  Grammar  School  there,  he  had  the  great  advantage, 
at  the  same  time,  of  learning  the  rudiments  of  his  profes- 
sion from  his  father,  who  was  himself  an  excellent  scholar, 
and  to  whom  I  am  told  the  Doctor  frequently  applies  the 
words  of  Horace : 

•*  Ipse  mihi  custos  incorruptimus  omnes 
"  Circum  doctores  aderat." 

With  such  advantages  he  was  sent  to  Edinburgh,  to 
finish,  by  a  regular  course  of  study,  the  academical  career 
deemed  necessary  for  attaining  the  acme  of  medical  pre- 
ferment. Having  continued  the  usual  period,  and  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  societies  of  that  noted  seminary, 
he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  with  merited 
approbation. 

On  his  return  from  Scotland  he  settled  in  the  metropo- 
lis; and  knowing  that  a  young  physician  has  little  chance 
of  success  in  his  own  proper  sphere,  he  commenced  gene- 
ral practice  as  Surgeon  and  Accoucheur,  in  Finsbury 
Square,  where  he  was  soon  fortunate  enough  to  command 
an  extensive  and  respectable  connexion.  This  state  of 
practice  he  continued  for  a  great  number  of  years,  with 
much  exertion,  industry,  and  perseverance;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  not  only  his  gaining  an  ample  fund  of  pro- 
fessional experience,  but  also  such  an  acquisition  of  for- 
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tune,  as  rendered  him  no  longer  exposed  to  professional 
dependence. 

The  exertions  required  in  this  department  of  the  pro- 
fession he  began  to  find  too  great;  and  conceiving  himself 
fully  competent  for  moving  in  a  higher  professional  sphere, 
he  relinquished  his  situation  in  favour  of  a  younger  bro- 
ther, who  pursues  the  same  fortunate  career,  and  at  once 
commenced  practice  as  a  physician,  having  previously  en- 
tered the  College  as  a  Licentiate. 

Being,  as  already  stated,  partly  independent  by  the 
fruits  of  his  industry,  he  could  wait  with  patience  the 
reasonable  time  that  the  slow  progress  of  this  higher  de- 
partment requires;  but  though  thus  situated,  he  seems  to 
liave  been  eager  at  the  same  time  to  gain  public  notice — 
and  accordingly,  with  thi^  view,  he  laid  hold  of  an  inven- 
tion of  some  merit,  as  a  successful  mode  of  treating  the 
local  effects  of  certain  chronic  diseases,  hitherto  reckoned 
incurable.  In  favour  of  the  invention,  he  wrote  a  small 
treatise,  detailing  the  general  principles  of  its  action,  and 
illustrating  them  by  a  statement  of  its  edicts  in  a  number 
of  cases,  of  high  interest  and  importance.  This  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  medical  practice,  and  he  was  consulted 
in  numerous  cases,  deemed  lit  for  the  application  of  this 
instrument. 

It  was  at  tliis  period  the  rigour  of  the  College  was 
exerted,  with  more  tlian  a  common  degree  of  strictness, 
against  those  who  did  not  belong  to  their  body.  Among 
others,  their  interdict  was  issued  against  a  respectable 
physician,  ])r.  Walshman,  whose  extensive  practice  had 
created  the  jealousy  of  some  of  the  members  of  this  sanc- 
tioned body.  Dr.  Walshman  stood  in  a  peculiar  situation, 
and  had  every  claim  to  admission,  as  stated  in  his  memou'; 
but  contrary  to  the  restrictive  law  (e.v  post  facto  quoad 
eum)  then  passed,  he  was  deemed  incapable  of  admission, 
till  he  had  complied  with  its  conditions,  by  a  two  years> 
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residence  in  a  university.  Thus  situated,  and  however 
highly  ififted,  he  was  once  more  oblig-ed  to  return  to  school ; 
and  in  this  embarrassing  crisis  he  chose,  during-  his  absence, 
Dr.  Blegborough  to  supply  his  place,  and  carry  on  his 
professional  concerns,  with  tliat  partiality  and  confidence, 
whicli  shewed  his  higli  opinion  of  the  latter.  Besides  the 
private  practice,  Dr.  Blegborough  had  to  perform  the 
public  duty  attached  to  the  Surry  and  the  Western  Dis- 
pensaries, to  both  of  which  Dr.  Walshman  was  also  phy- 
sician. The  execution  of  this  important  task,  and  the 
management  of  Dr.  Walshman's  most  intimate  concerns, 
a  business  of  high  delicacy,  and  requiring  much  prudence, 
was  performed  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  meet  Dr.  Walsh- 
man's  highest  approbation;  and  Dr.  B.  became  thus  initi- 
ated into  practice  as  a  physician,  and  his  merits  made 
known  at  once  in  that  character,  on  the  most  respectable 
and  extensive  footing. 

On  the  return  of  Dr.  Walshman,  so  sensibly  did  he 
feel  the  propriety  of  Dr.  B.'s  conduct,  that,  as  an 
impulse  of  gratitude,  he  anxiously  wished,  on  the  death 
of  Dr.  Hawes,  to  associate  Dr.  B.  with  himself  in  his 
public  duties  at  the  Dispensary,  where  the  governors 
had  already  given  Dr.  B.  their  full  tribute  of  approba- 
tion, during  the  two  years  he  had  officiated  in  Dr.  Walsh- 
man's  absence.  This,  however,  was  strongly  and  un- 
liandsomely  opposed  by  a  party,  who  were  jealous  of  the 
celebrity  of  these  gentlemen,  and  tlieir  extensive  share 
of  practice.  A  young  physician,  Avho  had  not  yet  past 
the  College,  Avas  accordingly  set  up  as  the  rival  caiuli- 
date;  and  so  keen  was  the  contest  carried  on,  that  even 
the  Church  was  made  a  party  in  the  business.— The  Rev. 
Rowland  Hill  enlisted  as  the  cliampion  of  the  latter!! 

The  consequence  of  this  pow3rful  combination,  and  the 

cant  cry  of  the  "  Church  in  danger,"  lost  Dr.  Blegborough 

-  an  appointment,  which  he  felt  from  his  services  he  mc- 
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rited,  and  which,  had  it  been  left  either  to  the  patients, 
or  to  the  real  governors  of  the  Institution,  he  was  certain 
he  would  have  carried.  During  the  contest,  as  in  all  others 
of  a  similar  nature,  the  polemical  talents  of  both  parties 
were  keenly  exerted,  and  every  Scotch  mark  called  up  to 
public  review  on  the  occasion.  A  Rowland  and  an  Oliver 
successively  past,  to  the  amusement  of  those  who  were  not 
particularly  interested. 

The  introduction,  however,  which  Dr.  Blegborough 
had  received  a?  a  physician,  rendered  this  official  dis- 
appointment of  less  importance ;  and  he  now  sat  down 
with  that  consequence  as  an  individual,  which  official  in- 
cumbency will  not  of  itself  bestow.  His  increased  indus- 
try and  exertion  have  accordingly  now  placed  him  on  a  par 
with  the  first  of  the  profession,  and,  joined  with  his  former 
independence,  renders  him  above  the  mere  traffic  for  the 
fee.  He  has  removed  liis  situation  to  Nevy  Bridge  Street, 
and  tiius  boldly  past  the  rubicon,  as  the  rival  of  the  great 
city  physicians.  This  situation  was  formerly  occupied 
by  Dr.  Sims,  and  Dr.  13.  has  exhibited  a  proof  of  good 
judgment  in  securing  it.  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  make  it 
answer  all  the  purposes  he  had  in  view,  when  heard  to  de- 
clare, more  than  tvveniy  years  ago,  that  in  his  opinion  it 
was  the  most  enviable  in  the  metropolis. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  gentleman,  that  though  a 
Licentiate  for  general  practice,  he  still  follows  the  de- 
partment of  the  accoucheur.  This  we  think  perfectly  cor- 
rect. We  do  not  see  that  limits  should  be  imposed  on  the 
practice  of  any  individual;  and  circumstances  may  require, 
on  many  occasions,  a  departure  from  a  general  or  esta- 
blished rule.  Nay,  the  connexions,  friends,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, may  model  the  practice  of  different  individuals 
•very  differently  from  their  own  wishes  or  interests,  but  to 
which  they  must  necessarily  yield.  An  extended  latitude, 
therefore,  should  be  given  by  the  College  regulations. 
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As  a  practitioner,  Dr.  B.  is  bold  and  decisive;  and  this 
is  in  general  the  character  of  every  man,  who  has  early 
practised  the  surgical  part  of  the  profession.  In  different 
periodical  publications  are  inserted  details  of  cases  bv 
him,  which  mark  discrimination  and  judgment — particu- 
larly a  case  of  midwifery,  in  the  Medical  Spectator,  which 
does  much  credit  to  his  prompt  decision  and  cautious  pro- 
ceeding, which  saved  the  life  of  the  patient,  under  most 
unfavourable  circumstances.  A  remarkable  case  is  lately 
published  by  him,  in  the  11th  number  of  the  2d  vol.  of  the 
Repository,  where  the  patient  died  from  rupture  of  the 
uterus,  in  consequence  of  the  distortion  of  the  pelvis.  His 
observations  on  this  case  shew  much  practical  knowledge 
and  just  reasonings,  as  an  accoucheur. 

He  was  also  a  zealous  advocate  for  vaccination  at  an 
early  period,  and  combatted  several  of  its  opponents  with 
much  keenness  and  success.  On  the  whole,  his  respect- 
ability as  a  physician,  and  his  classical  attainments  as  a 
scholar,  entitle  him  to  look^ward  to  a  first  place  in  me- 
dical reputation.      jTC-^cc^  ^-u^  c/^*^'»'*-»-'«_-A-*-y    /iP 2/7 


SIR  GILBERT  BLANE,  Baht. 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS; 
PHYSICIAN  TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE 
REGENT ;  AND  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  AND 
CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY. 


O  be  distinguished  by  the  great,  and  preserve  their 
friendship  for  a  series  of  years  unimpaired,  requires  a 
peculiar  merit,  into  the  composition  of  which,  prudence  and 
judgment  must  deeply  enter.  The  respectable  individual, 
the  subject  of  this  memoir,  has  enjoyed  this  fortunate  lot, 
and  has  long  stood  high  in  official  situation,  and  an  ele- 
vated circle  of  practice. 
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In  his  official  situation,  he  has  been  associated  in  tliose 
splendid  events,  which  have  raised  the  glory  of  the  em- 
pire, and  commanded  the  admiration  of  Europe  :  and 
though  the  merits  of  the  medical  profession  will  ever  be 
held  subordinate  to  those  of  statesmen  and  >varriors, 
some  meed  of  praise  seems  due  to  those,  who,  by  their 
exertions  and  talents,  add  to  the  efficiency  of  fleets  and 
armies,  by  the  improvement  of  health. 

Sir  G.  Blane  is  a  younger  son  of  Gilbert  Blane,  Esq. 
of  Blanefield,  in  Ayrshire,  a  western  rounty  of  Scot- 
land. His  father,  who  had  several  sons,  destined  one, 
Andrew,  for  the  Law,  who  is  now  a  respectable  soli- 
citor at  law,  or  writer  to  the  signet  in  Edinburgh :  and 
another,  Gilbert,  for  the  Church,  which  gave  him  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  more  learned  education,  than  in  Scotland 
generally  falls  to  the  share  of  the  profession,  having  passed 
five  years  in  preliminary  studies,  where  he  entered  at  the 
age  of  fourteen.  But  his  views  having  changed,  in  the  course 
of  his  academical  residence,  his  attention  became  directed  to 
Medicine.  He  accordingly  pursued  his  professional  studies 
at  Edinburgh  for  five  years  more,  where  his  character  stood 
go  high  among  his  fellow  students,  that  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Medical  Society,  an  honour 
which  then  rarely  fell  to  Scotsmen.  This  celebrated 
establishment  comprises  in  general  ail  the  rising  talents 
of  the  university;  and  at  a  seminary  like  this,  where 
there  is  seldom  less  than  four  or  five  hundred  students 
devoted  to  Medicine  alone,  the  individual  who  gains 
this  preferment,  must  unite  both  merit  and  correct  behavi- 
our to  obtain  it.  Sir  Gilbert's  period  of  office  was 
marked  also  by  a  remarkable  circumstance:  lie  was  se- 
lected to  ddiver  an  oration,  on  laying  the  foundation 
stone  of  a  new  hall  for  the  Society,  in  1775,  at  which  was 
convened  all  the  circle  of  the  university,  as  well  as  the 
leading  characters  of  that  northern  metropolisj  which  reu- 


'dL^ 


0  6)1CA^^2^ 


137 

dered  it  a  task  of  an  arduous  nature  to  acquit  himself,  as 
he  did,  with  credit,  on  such  a  trjini^  occasion. 

On  leaving  the  universitj.  Sir  Gilbert  repaired  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  spent  two  years  longer  in  study,  and  then 
entered  into  the  naval  service.  He  embarked  in  1779 
with  Sir  George  Rodney,  afterwards  Lord  llodney, 
on  his  expedition  to  the  West  Indies,  as  his  friend 
and  physician,  as  he  was  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and 
also  as  a  sort  of  volunteer  in  the  public  service. 
This  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fortune  and  character:  for 
so  highly  was  his  conduct  esteemed  by  the  gallant  Admi- 
ral, that  after  his  first  victory,  where  Sir  Gilbert's  medical 
services  were  highly  conspicuous,  he  was  appointed  bj 
him  physician  to  the  fleet,  a  situation  of  the  highest  trust 
and  responsibility;  which  he  continued  to  hold,  with 
equal  credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  service,  till 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  in  1783.  During  this  interven- 
ing period,  he  was  present  at  no  less  than  six  general  en- 
gagements with  that  renowned  commander,  who  carried 
at  that  day  the  naval  glory  of  his  country  to  the  highest 
pitch,  and  at  a  period  when  France  could  boast  her  most 
skilful  officers  and  commanders. 

Jn  the  course  of  his  service,  the  thanks  of  Parlia- 
ment were  thrice  given  to  the  gallant  fleet;  while  its 
commander,  with  that  just  feeling  and  sense  of  Sir  Gil- 
bert's merit,  acknowledged  both  in  writing  and  otherwise 
how  niucli  he  owed  to  the  excellent  medical  regulations 
adopted  for  the  health  of  the  crews. 

During  this  long  and  arduous  duty,  Sir  Gilbert  kept 
a  regular  account  of  the  diseases  and  their  treatment,  as 
well  as  the  mortality,  both  of  the  fleet  and  the  hospitals, 
which  he  afterwards  published,  forming  a  work  of  great 
merit*,  distinguished  by  its  just  observations,  its  accurate 

*  Tliis  Work  has  undergone  several  editions:    to  the  two  last 
there  has  been  subjoined  a  Latin  Pharmacopoeia  adapted  to  naval 
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discrimination,  judicious  treatment  of  the  diseases,  and 
the  tried  experience  which  pervades  its  whole  detail; 
a  work  which  has  given  rise  to  many  others,  and  has 
tended  to  improve  naval  medicine  in  a  high  degree. 

Indeed,  it  may  be  observed,  that  by  the  exertions  of 
Dr.  Blane,  and  some  later  writers,  naval  medicine  is  now 
the  easiest  and  simplest  department  of  the  profession.  By 
the  wise  and  prudent  regulations  adopted  in  the  service 
for  prevention,  the  diseases  of  seamen  are  few  in  num- 
ber, and '  not  frequent  in  their  occurrence,  except  in 
the  case  of  accidental  febrile  contagion,  the  ravages  of 
which,  formerly  so  horrid,  are  now  quickly  checked. 
Scurvy,  the  pest  of  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  which  has 
often  arrested  the  arm  of  conquest  in  its  proudest  career, 
is  now  almost  unknown  in  the  longest  voyages.  Even 
under  a  vertical  sun,  the  seamen  in  the  royal  service  feel 
an  exemption  from  disease,  superior  to  any  other  situ- 
ation. 

In  these  improvements,  so  highly  flattering  to  medical 
science,  and  so  much  owing  to  the  active  exertions  of  a 
few  meritorious  medical  characters  in  the  service,  Sir  G. 
has  had  a  prominent  share. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  such  was  the  strong  im- 
pression of  his  services  on  the  minds  of  the  Flag  Officers 
and  the  Captains  of  the  West  India  Fleet,  the  witnesses 

practice :  to  the  second  was  subjoined  an  account  of  the  battle  of 
the  12th  of  April,  being  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Lord 
Stair  immediately  after  that  event,  which  he  was  well  qualified  to 
describe ;  for  it  appears  by  the  narrative,  that  he  was  at  the  admiral's 
side  the  whole  of  that  memorable  day.  In  the  Preface  to  the  third 
edition,  there  is  a  compend  of  what  may  be  called  medical  logic, 
in  which  the  vari«^us  sources  of  fallacy  incident  to  medical  science 
are  enumerated,  and  the  inductive  method  of  prosecuting  practical 
researches  is  recommended.  This  method  the  author  himself  seems 
to  have  aimed  at  exemplifying  in  his  own  writings. 
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and  companions  of  his  toils  and  exertions,  that  he  was 
unanimously  recommended  by  them  to  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, with  the  request  that  his  services  might  be  remu-, 
nerated  by  his  Majesty  in  an  adequate  manner,  through 
their  official  application,  which  was  accordingly  complied 
with,  by  the  grant  of  a  pension,  no  half-pay  being  then 
established. 

His  official  career  being  thus  ended,  for  a  time  Sir 
Gilbert  settled  as  a  physician  in  London,  and  stood  a  can- 
didate as  Physician  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  then  vacant. 
On  this  occasion,  his  late  commander.  Lord  Rodnej', 
seems  to  have  taken  a  warm  interest  in  his  favour  with 
the  Governors,  to  one  of  whom  he  expressed  himself  in 
handsome  terms,  by  the  following  extract  from  his  letter 
on  the  occasion. — 

"  I  heartily  wish  that  Dr.  Gilbert  Blane  may  succeed 
as  one  of  the  Physicians  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  The 
great  merit  and  the  gratitude  the  nation  owe  him,  for  his 
care,  attention,  and  assiduity  ;  and  the  preserving  those 
under  the  fleet  I  commanded  proved,  that  care  and  atten- 
tion were  only  wanting,  and  a  physician  of  great  abilities, 
to  make  the  climate  as  healthy  as  the  best  climate  of 
Europe.  Britain  owes  this  proof  to  Dr.  Blane  :  for  to  his 
knowledge  and  attention  it  was  owing,  that  the  English 
fleet  was,  notwithstanding  their  excessive  fatigue  and 
constant  service,  in  a  condition  always  to  attack  and  de- 
feat the  public  enemy.  In  ray  own  ship,  the  Formidable, 
out  of  nine  hundred  men,  not  one  was  buried  in  six 
months.  May  I  beg  you  will  make,  with  my  best  respects 
to  the  Governors,  my  most  earnest  request  in  behalf  of 
Dr.  Blane."  Every  allowance  being  made  for  the  high 
colouring  which  the  admiral's  friendly  partiality  may  have 
led  him  to  employ  on  this  occasion,  this  serves  at  least  to 
evince  the  estimation  in  which  he  held  the  merits  of  his 
physician. 
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The  appointment  was  accordingly  secured  to  him  prin- 
cipally by  Lord  Rodney  and  the  Navy,  powerfully  seconded 
by  the  zealous  i'riendship  of  some  individuals,  particularly 
Sir  W.  Farquhar  and  Di\  Saunder.'^,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  house  iiifluence,  backed  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  then 
the  President  of  the  Hospital. 

It  was  while  in  this  situation,  as  an  Ho&pital  Physician, 
he  brought  out  in  the  year  1785,  his  chief  work,  already 
noticed,  on  the  various  campaigns  in  which  he  had  been 
engaged,  and  the  result  of  his  discoveries,  experience, 
and  practice  in  the  service.  It  was  during  this  year  also, 
on  the  application  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Physicians  Extraordinary  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales:  and  the  following  year  he  had  the  further  pre- 
ferment of  Physician  to  the  Household.  He  was  even 
selected,  as  a  mark  of  his  Royal  Highness's  confidence,  to 
proceed  to  Spa,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  then  dangerously  ill 
at  that  watering-place.  So  highly  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Prince  was  this  mission  executed,  that  he  had  next, 
us  a  mark  of  his  royal  favour,  the  higher  appointment  of 
physician  to  his  person ;  and  accordingly,  in  several  se- 
vere illnesses,  he  has  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  the 
physicians  in  attendance  upon  him. 

Nor  was  his  experience  in  naval  affairs,  and  the  excellent 
regulations  he  had  recommended  in  that  service,  now  for- 
got :  for,  on  the  appointment  of  Lord  Spencer,  as  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  he  was  called  to  be  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Sick  and  Hurt;  and  to  him  principally 
was  owing  the  new  modelling  of  this  branch  of  the  public 
service.  The  duties  of  this  important  station  he  continued 
to  execute,  M'ith  equal  advantage  to  the  state,  as  credit  to 
himsell^  till  the  peace  of  Amiens,  a  reduction  of  all  the 
jiavai  establishments  having  then  taken  place.    Soon  after 
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tills  liis  pension  was  douhled,  on  a  representation  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  the  King  in  Council. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  physician  has  been  placed  in  such  a 
peculiar  situation  as  this  respectable  individual ;  and  to 
have  his  attention  so  fully  absorbed,  and  his  objects  di- 
rected to  the  service  of  the  state  :  for,  on  various  impor- 
tant occasions,  we  find  him  the  sheet  anchor  applied  to 
for  instruction  and  advice,  on  matters  of  public  police,  by 
his  own  as  well  as  by  other  governments. 

Thus  he  was  called  upon,  in  conjunction  with  the  Kino-'s 
physicians,  and  other  leading  character?,  to  draw  up  the 
regulations  on  the  subject  of  quarantine,  which  formed 
the  basis  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  on  this  head.  His  ad- 
vice was  likewise  resorted  to  on  the  proper  mode  of  ac- 
commodating the  convicts  in  the  hulks  at  Woolwich,  to 
prevent  the  progress  of  infection,  in  the  year  ISOO.  For 
the  same  purpose  he  officially  visited  Newgate,  by  the 
authority  of  tiie  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. 

The  army  from  Egypt  was  transported  to  Britain,  in 
the  manner  pointed  out  by  him,  at  the  desire  of  the 
Secretary  for  War  and  Colonies,  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  importing  the  plague  into  this  country.  The  Board  of 
Controul  applied  for  his  suggestions,  in  ameliorating  the 
regulations  of  the  medical  service  in  India;  and  the  trans- 
ports carrying  the  convicts  to  Botany  Bay  were,  under  his 
direction,  fitted  up  so  as  to  lessen  the  mortality  of  former 
voyages,  by  a  free  ventilation  and  cleanliness,  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  do  by  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department;  and  the  success  of  his  plan 
was  so  complete,  that  no  contagious  disease  broke  out 
during  the  whole  voyage. 

The  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  also 
occasionally  requested  his  opinion  on  various  important 
subjects.     During  the  scarcity  of  1799  and  1800,  his  ad- 
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vice  was  requested,  as  may  be  seen  on  the  Bread  Report 
of  that  period ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  published  a  small 
tract,  to  correct  the  popular  prejudices  then  entertained, 
and  with  such  danger  to  the  country,  on  the  subject  of 
forestalling  and  combination.  His  taste  for  general  know- 
ledge, as  here  exemplified,  was  probably  imbibed  at  the 
Speculative  Society  of  Edinburgh,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  This  Institution  was  then  in  its  infancy,  and 
still  exists.  It  has  been  chiefly  composed  of  gentlemen 
bred  to  the  bar,  and  may  be  considered  as  the  hot-bed  of 
those  talents,  which  have  been  so  conspicuous  for  some 
years  in  the  Scottish  metropolis. 

It  is  believed,  that  on  his  first  outset  in  life  he  owed 
much  to  the  kindness  and  favour  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  Hunter, 
and  that  he  has  at  all  times  been  deeply  indebted  to  the 
warm  friendship  of  Sir  W.  Farquhar,  He  could  boast 
some  of  the  most  powerful  connexions  in  political  life ; 
and  he  afterwards  fell  into  habits  of  private  intimacy,  as 
well  as  professional  confidence,  with  the  late  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, the  late  Lord  Liverpool,  and  other  characters  emi- 
nent for  their  rank  and  talents.  This  is  the  more  remark- 
able, that  one  originally  bred  in  the  rough  school  of  naval 
service,  should  have  been  able  to  adapt  himself  so  readily 
to  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  great.  But  possessed  of 
sound  judgment,  a  sedateness,  and  rather  reserved  de- 
meanour, Sir  Gilbert  displays  that  manner,  which  speaks 
one  fitted  for  confidence,  and  where  the  secrets  of  tlie  in- 
dividual may  at  all  times  be  deposited  with  safety,  whether 
of  an  important  or  trivial  nature.  He  is  not  one  of  those 
who  have  recommended  themselves  by  exterior  address : 
but  a  prudent  taciturnity  is  a  great  recommendation,  in 
the  higher  circles,  to  a  physician  ;  and  will  ever  prove  an 
introduction  with  those  who  know  the  world,  and  have 
acted  much  in  it.  Such  men  are  less  apt  to  have  those 
moUia  iempora,  which  lead  to  openness  and  disclosure; 
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and  they  form  a  species  of  character  well  adapted  for  pro- 
fessional life.  Sir  Gilbert's  practice  is  accordingly  one  of 
the  first  in  the  metropolis  in  point  of  value  and  high 
standing;  and  if  he  cannot  boast  the  extent  of  a  Farquhar, 
he  can  claim  equal  respect  and  estimation. 

But  the  high  opinion  entertained  of  Sir  Gilbert's  pro- 
fessional knowledge,  and  the  public  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  government,  was  most  strongly  instanced  in  the 
unfortunate  Walcheren  business,  when  they  were  put  to 
a  stand  how  to  act,  and  what  measures  to  adopt.  Before 
coming  to  any  final  resolution,  and  without  regard  to  the 
reports  of  the  army  medical  officers,  Sir  G.  was  despatched 
to  give  such  an  opinion,  as  should  determine  the  ministry 
on  their  future  conduct.  This  was  a  nice  and  delicate 
mission.  It  was  new,  that  a  naval  physician  should  either 
interfere  with  or  supersede  the  first  army  medical 
authorities. 

The  report  made,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  army 
physicians,  determined  the  intentions  of  government. 
The  expedition  was  immediately  abandoned,  too  late  to 
repair  past  evils,  but  at  a  moment  when  the  farther  per- 
severance in  it  might  have  entailed  greater.  Sir  G.  had 
thus  the  satisfaction  of  being  instrumental  in  saving  the 
lives  of  thousands ;  and  his  Report,  which  he  has  pub- 
lished, was  rewarded  with  a  liberal  remuneration  by 
government,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
officially  given  through  the  War-office.  The  sense  of  this 
and  other  services  seems  to  have  made  an  impression  on 
the  mind  of  the  Prince  Regent,  who  was  pleased  to  pro- 
mote him  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet. 

In  settling  his  residence.  Sir  G.  from  the  first,  fixed 
himself  within  the  circle  of  St.  James's;  a  favourite  ob- 
ject, it  is  alleged,  of  all  Scotsmen,  who  are  fond  of  basking 
in  the  sunshine  of  court  favour.     What  he  has  received. 
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however,    he  deserves;    as  no  physician  possesses  more 
real  practical  knowledge,  and  judicious  discrimination. 

Such  has  been  the  pi'ogress  of  Sir  Gilbert  as  an  official 
character :  we  have  still  to  trace  him  in  another  view,  as 
devoted  to  professional  literature.  Besides  the  important 
publication  noticed,  which  may  be  considered  as  his  great 
work,  he  is  the  author  of  an  ingenious  Lecture  on  Mus- 
cular Motion,  read  before  the  Royal  Society  in  1788.  In 
this  he  has  gone  a  step  farther  than  preceding  writers  j 
and  some  of  his  positions  have  been  challenged  by  Pro- 
fessor Monro,  of  Edinburgh— a  proof  of  the  estimation 
attached  to  it  by  that  celebrated  character.  The  article 
Muscle  also  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  is  from  his 
pen,  and  claims  equal  merit.  Several  valuable  papers  he 
has  also  communicated  to  the  public,  tlirough  the  channel 
of  the  Transactions  of  a  Society  for  the  Improvement  of 
Medical  and  Surgical  Knowledge  :  and  in  the  collection  of 
papers  relating  to  infection,  by  Dr.  Clarke,  of  New- 
castle. 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurglcal 
Transactions,  there  is  published  by  him  an  Exposition  of 
the  prevailing  Diseases  of  the  Metropolis  for  the  last 
Twenty  Years,  a  paper  of  much  interest  and  professional 
utility,  shewing  the  same  attentive  observation  as  his 
official  works.  The  scarcity  in  the  years  1799  and  1800, 
in  consequence  of  being  consulted  on  the  subject  by  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  engaged  his  atten- 
tion, in  common  with  a  number  of  other  public  charac- 
ters; and  in  his  treatise,  at  that  period,  he  has  pointed 
cut  the  best  means  of  meeting  the  pressure  of  the  evil, 
and  of  tranquillizing  tlie  lower  orders*. 


*  In  his  liitc  Essay  on  Pulraonary  Consumption,  by  Professor 
Duncan,  of  Edinburg)>,  a  just  couip lira cnt  is  paid  to  Sir  Gilbert's 
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But  the  testimonies  of  public  approbation,   which  this 
respectable  individual  has  received,  have  not  been  con- 
fined to  his  own  country.      The  subjects  of  public  police 
and  national  interest  on  which  he  has  been  consulted  from 
abroad,  have  gained  him  the  honourable  notice  of  the 
sovereigns  of  Russia,  Prussia,  and  even  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America.    The  two  former  presented 
him  with  gold  medals,  expressive  of  their  high  sense  of  his 
professional  merit;  and  the  last  wrote  him  a  letter  of  thanks 
with  his  own  hand.     To  his  own  sovereign  he  has  been 
personally  known  for  more  than  one  half  his  reign,  and 
received  from  him  every  attention;  and  he  has  for  a  leng-th 
of  time  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  particular  confidence  of 
the  Prince  Regent.    As  every  circumstance  regarding  such 
a  character  becomes  interesting,  in  concluding,  we  may 
remark,  that  in  his  appearance,  Sir  G.  shews  the  eye  of 
penetration ;    and  that  look,  which  Caesar,  in  the  words 
of  Shakspeare,  found  fault  with  in  Cassius,  but  which 
ought  to  be  the  prominent  traits  of  a  professional  coun- 
tenance.— He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Societies  of  London 
and  Edinburgh,  a  Proprietor  of  the  Royal  Institution,  and 
Member  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh.— In  the  year  1813  he  succeeded  Sir  Henry  Halford, 
as  President  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  of 
London. 


judgment  and  abilities  as  a  physician ;  and  he  acknowledges  the 
correcting  hand  of  the  quondam  pupil  to  bis  master  on  several 
occasions. 
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DR.  ROBERT  HOOPER, 

BACHELOR  OF  PHYSIC  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OX- 
FORD;  LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF 
PHYSICIANS  IN  LONDON;  AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE 
MARY-LE  BONE   INFIRMARY. 

It  was  an  observation  of  the  celebrated  De  Witt,  Grand 
Pensionary  of  Holland,  that  a  multiplicitj  of  business 
Mas  only  to  be  £rot  through,  by  doing  one  thing  at  a  time. 
This  maxim  is  well  verified  by  the  present  respectable 
individual,  who,  amidst  the  bustle  of  extensive  practice, 
both  private  and  official,  and  the  duties  of  the  lecture- 
room,  has  found  time  to  prosecute  studies  requiring  a 
deep  and  close  investigation. 

Dr.  Hooper  is  a  native  of  London,  and  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  at  Uxbridge,  where  he  past 
five  years,  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Rutherford.  His  pro- 
fessional attainments  were  acquired  betwixt  London  and 
Oxford  :  and  the  early  command  of  an  extensive  hospital 
gave  him  opportunities  of  improvement,  which  few  other 
physicians  can  boast. 

In  his  progress,  no  man  has  shewn  more  the  power  of 
industry  and  talent,  in  overcoming  difficulties  which  op- 
position and  rivalship  threw  in  his  way.  As  a  physician, 
he  stands  now  on  that  commanding  height,  which  a  settled 
reputation  secures— a  reputation  justly  gained  by  much 
li'bour  and  assiduity;  for  this  deserving  individual  has 
not  spared  the  midniglst  oil,  and  the  result  of  his  studies 
has  been,  facilitating  the  avenues  to  professional  science 
for  the  young,  and  impressing  on  tlie  minds  of  the  more 
advanced  those  leading  truths,  which  are  found  too  often 
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to  escape  or  be  overlooked  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of 
practical  life.  It  is  by  examining-  then  the  various  literary 
productions  of  this  gentleman,  we  shall  be  best  able  to 
estimate  his  true  merits. 

The  first  of  Dr.  Hooper's  publications  is  a  small  vo- 
lume, entitled,  "  The  Physician's  Vade  Mecum."  This  is 
a  work  of  high  value  and  interest  to  the  young  practi- 
tioner. With  a  good  memory  and  attentive  observation, 
it  will  render  any  one  competent  to  practise  with  credit, 
and  the  object  of  it  may  be  justly  characterized  in  the 
f  >llo\ving  line — "  Ut  indocti  discant  et  ament  meminisse 
periti."  The  Pharmacopceia  attached  to  it  is  well 
known,  and  possesses  a  collection  of  efficient  and  elegant 
prescriptions. 

On  the  same  principle  he  has  brought  forward  another 
small  work,  which  will  be  found  of  no  less  utility.  It  is 
termed  "The  Anatomist's  Vade  Mecum."  This  publica- 
tion lays  the  foundation,  while  the  former  rears  the 
fabric.  It  contains  a  complete  view  of  the  anatomical 
structure,  uses,  and  diseases  of  every  part  of  the  body, 
accurately  described,  and  concisely  expressed.  The  ar- 
rangement, also,  is  clear  and  distinct,  and  it  renders  un- 
necessary a  resort  to  larger  systems,  which  are  often 
obscure  and  perplexed.  To  this  work  he  has  subjoined 
Examinations  in  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  a  plan  admirably 
fitted  to  prepare  the  young  student  for  passing  the  dif- 
ferent official  boards,  with  ease,  credit,  and  without  hesi- 
tation. 

Dr.  Hooper  is  certainly  highly  to  be  commended,  for 
thus  sacrificing  his  time  and  talents  to  the  instruction  of 
the  young,  and  for  rendering  patent  and  easy,  subjects 
of  difficult  and  perplexing  investigation.  But  Dr. 
Hooper's  labours  in  favour  of  ihc  student,  have  not 
ended  here.  A  Medical  Dictionary  was  much  wanted- 
The  former  ones  in  use  were  obsolete,  from  the  progres- 
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sive  improvements  of  medical  and  chemical  science.  Dr. 
Hooper  undertook  this  task,  and  has  executed  it  in  such  a 
manner,  that  it  is  suiBcient  to  say,  it  has  for  exceeded  the 
different  publications  of  the  same  kind. 

He  is  also  the  author  of  a  Thesis  on  Worms,  contained 
in  the  Bolt-Court  Society's  Transactions;  and  another 
small  work,  on  the  structure  and  economy  of  plants, 
which,  though  originally  translated  from  the  German,  he 
has  amplified  and  improved. 

Morbid  anatomy,  however,  seems  the  field,  on  which 
Dr.  Hooper  wishes  to  rest  his  fame  ;  and  he  has  produced 
the  first  part  of  a  work,  which  promises,  when  completed, 
to  excel  any  thing  that  has  appeared  on  that  subject.  It 
is  meant  to  exhibit  a  faithful  picture  of  the  various  ap- 
pearances of  diseased  structure,  in  every  organ  of  the 
body,  accompanied  with  suitable  explanations.  The  author 
has  liberally  spared  no  expence  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
great  object,  so  interesting  to  every  branch  of  the  pro- 
fession. The  diseases  of  the  uterus  which  we  have  seen, 
may  be  termed  nature  rendered  more  impressive  and  beauti- 
fied hy  art^  as  they  exhibit  the  accuracy  and  just  delinea- 
tion of  the  anatomist,  with  ail  the  delicacy  and  high  finish 
of  the  first  engravings,  and  afterwards  coloured  with  taste 
and  judgment.  This  last  is  what  is  wanting  in  Dr.Baillie's 
plates,  and  which  would  have  made  them  approach  nearer 
to  the  standard  of  nature,  the  great  object  for  which  they 
are  intended.  This  splendid  work  Dr.  Hooper  intends  to 
preface,  by  an  account  of  his  professional  progress  in  life, 
in  which  some  proceedings  of  the  College  will  be  intro- 
duced. It  is  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Gibbon, 
that  every  man  is  the  best  historian  of  his  own  life.  We 
yield,  therefore,  with  pleasure,  to  this  impression  on  the 
present  occasion. 

Dr.  Hooper's  attachment  to  Anatomy  cannot  be  too 
much  praised,  and  the  dereliction  of  this  first  and  funda- 
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mental  study  has  been  the  rock  on  which  the  College  has 
split,  and  lost  them  much  of  their  consequence  in  the 
public  eye.  The  physician  formerly,  as  witness  a  Harvey,  - 
a  Glasson,  and  others,  stood  high  in  anatomy.  When  he  ' 
attended  a  consultation,  or  dissection,  the  hand  of  the 
surgeon  was  guided  by  him.  The  surgeon  elevated 
to  a  rank  by  his  error,  now  claims  an  equal  dignity  in  his 
own  field,  and  from  standing  the  servant,  stands  now  his 
compeer.  This  would  have  never  happened,  had  the 
physician  continued  to  preside  in  the  dissecting-room  and 
theatre. 

Public  opinion  will  ever  be  favourable  to  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  structure  of  the  body,  as  the  foundation  of 
practice ;  and  the  physician  who  is  known  to  have  that 
-  exclusive  information,  will  be  considered  best  fitted  to 
ascertain  with  accuracy  the  seats  of  diseases.  It  does  not 
however  always  follow,  that  the  man  best  acquainted 
with  the  structure  of  the  machine,  is  the  best  adapted  to 
set  the  wheels  in  motion.  On  the  contrary,  it  often  hap- 
pens, that  the  anatomist  tracing  only  the  consequences  of 
disease,  and  the  confirmed  and  extensive  derangement  of 
morbid  structure,  considers  the  attempt  at  repairing  that 
as  fruitless,  and  yields  to  a  placebo  practice,  merely  to 
amuse  the  patient.  This  error  cannot  be  attributed  to 
the  present  respectable  individual,  whose  ample  opportu- 
nities, and  large  field,  first  of  hospital,  and  afterwards 
private  practice,  have  directed  him  to  try  and  appreciate 
the  full  result  of  the  powers  of  medicine  in  every  dis- 
ease. V  //       •       y^  J 
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DR.  E.  FRYER, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSTCIAM^; 
PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  WESTERN  DISPENSARY,  AND  TO 
His  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  SrsSEX. 

This  is  another  example,  in  the  present  accomplished 
individual,  amonj^  several  we  have  had  the  pleasing  satis- 
fection  to  record,  of  the  superior  advantages  derived  from 
travel  and  a  taste  for  the  fine  arts,  in  adding  elegance, 
utility,  and  expanded  science,  to  the  professional  charac- 
ter. Like  most  men  of  high  attainments,  his  wish  has 
been  to  court  the  shade,  rather  than  to  glare  in  the  public 
eye.  It  is  the  duty,  however,  of  this  work,  to  pay  a  just 
tribute  to  unassuming  merit,  with  which  public  opinion, 
on  the  one  hand,  is  not  always  acquainted ;  and  profes- 
sional jealousy,   on  the  other,  is  too  often  backward  to 

admit. 

This  gentleman  is  descended  of  a  respectable  family 
intimately  allied  to  physic ;  and  one  of  his  distinguished 
predecessors.  Dr.  John  Fryer,  published  an  Account  of 
the  East  Indies  and  Persia,  from  personal  observation 
made  in  his  travels  through  these  countries.  By  his 
mothers  side  he  is  connected  with  the  Church,  and  seve- 
ral dignitaries  of  the  Cathedral  of  Wells  have  been  Jns 
relations,  one  of  whom  deserves  jarticular  notice :  t)ie 
Rev.  8amuet  Hill,  author  of  the  Harmony  of  the  Gospfefs, 
written  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  as  well  as  of 
several  other  learned  theological  works. 

Dr.  Fryer  was  born  atFrome  in  Somersetshire,  in  1761. 
He  received  his  early  education  at  the  Public  Grammar 
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School  of  that  town ;  and  on  leaving-  it,  he  was  placed  for 
some  time  under  the  care  and  instruction  of  the  late  Dr, 
Sengrim,  an  eminent  practitioner  at  Warminster,  Wilts. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became  a  medical  student  at 
the  different  lectures  and  hospitals  in  London,  where  he 
continued  two  years,  and  here  laid  the  first  foundation  of 
his  professional  attainments,  as  well  as  imbibed  an  ardent 
taste  for  the  farther  prosecution  of  medical  science.  In 
consequence  of  this  he  left  London  for  Edinburg]),  and  isi 
this  celebrated  university,  at  a  period  when  it  was  at  (he 
zenith  of  its  reputation,  he  added  to  the  practical  details 
of  the  Lojndon  school  those  principles  of  science  and 
inductive  reasoning-,  which  elevated  this  seminary,  and 
which  make  practice  and  theory  go  hand  in  liand,  mu- 
tually illustrating  each  other.  Here  he  continued  to  tlie 
year  1784^,  and  then  past  over  to  Leyden,  to  finish  his 
plan  of  study;  and  in  this  seat  of  learning,  distinguished 
by  a  Boerhaave  and  a  Gaubius,  he  gave  the  preference  of 
taking  his  doctor's  degree,  the  subject  of  which  was  "  De 
Vita  animantium  et  vegetantium." 

But  though  thus  possessed  of  the  highest  honours  in 
medicine,  his  thirst  for  study  does  not  seem  to  have 
abated;  for,  in  1785,  he  went  to  Germany,  and  in  this 
tour  visited  the  dilFerent  universities  and  hospitals  in  that 
extensive  and  truly  literary  country.  At  Vienna  he  took 
up  his  residence  for  the  winter,  where  his  time  was  laud- 
ably occupied  in  attending  the  clinical  lectures  of  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Stoll,  to  whom  he  was  the  only  English 
pupil,  except  the  late  Professor  Sibthorpe,  who  was  then 
travelling  on  the  Radcliffe  establishment.  Here  ho  had 
an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  plan  of  clinical  teaching 
between  this  Hospital  and  the  Infirmary  of  Edinburgli,  and 
the  simplicity  adopted  by  Dr.  Stoll  certainly  deserves  the 
preference.  Listead  of  the  cases  being  taken  down  by  a  clerk, 
as  at  Edinburgh,  and  inserted  in  a  case-book,  at  Vienna 
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the  case  is  written  out,  and  hangs  over  the  bed  of  each 
patient.  The  pupil,  therefore,  has  only  to  take  it  down 
and  examine  it,  as  he  looks  at  the  patient,  and  examines 
the  changes  in  its  progress. 

From  Germany,  in  1786,  he  directed  his  route  to  Italy. 
This  country,  "  where  not  a  mountain  rears  its  head  un- 
sung," could  not  fail  to  give  high  satisfaction  to  an  ele- 
gant and  literary  mind.     Every  classical  scene  woidd  rise 
fresh  to  view  in  his  progress;  and  with  Virgil  and  Horace, 
his  companions,  he  would  tread  no  longer  imaginary,  but 
real  classic  ground.     A  comparison  of  the  changes  which 
have  since  happened  would    naturally  crowd  upon  his 
feelings,  and  he  would  sigh  over  the  loss  of  Roman  vir- 
tue, and  the  fall  of  that  empire,  which  once  gave  law  to 
the  world,  and  stood  the  pride  of  nations.     From  Rome 
he  proceeded  to  Naples,  admiring  the  delightful  site  of 
that  luxurious  city,  and  returned  to  England  by  the  way 
of  France ;   and  there  he  spent  some  time  at  Montpellier, 
the  former  celebrated  seat  of  medical  education,  still  re- 
spectable, though  shorn  of  its  ancient  lustre,  which  gave 
it  a  name  over  Europe.     From  it  he  proceeded  to  Paris, 
as  the  reservoir  equally  of  literature,  medicine,  and  the 
fine  arts. 

But  the  taste  for  travel,  which  Dr.  Fryer  had  thus 
imbibed,  seems  only  to  have  gained  a  fresh  relish  by  in- 
dulgence ;  for  in  1787  he  again  visited  Germany,  and  took 
up  his  abode  for  no  less  than  three  years  at  the  university 
of  Gottingen,  where  Richter  and  several  other  able  men 
were  then  professors. 

Thus  highly  gifted  with  all  the  rich  stores  of  informa- 
tion, which  study  and  travel  could  confer,  on  his  return 
to  England  he  settled  in  the  metropolis,  and  became  a 
Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians;  and  some 
time  after  his  settlement,  in  1796,  he  married  Miss 
Fielding.  ^ 
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Having'  thus  began  his  career  of  practice,  he  was  first 
appointed  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Western  Dispen- 
sary; and  afterwards,  on  the  establishment  of  the  Infir- 
mary for  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  in  1805,  under  the  im- 
mediate patronage  of  their  Majesties  and  the  Royal 
Family,  in  conjunction  with  Sir  H.  Halford  and  Sir  W. 
Farquhar,  he  was  promoted  to  the  same  respectable  situ- 
ation in  this  new  Institution,  the  operative  part  being  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Phipps. 

His  accomplishments  and  professional  knowledge  hav- 
ing introduced  him  to  the  notice  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Sussex,  he  has  been  for  many  years  Physician 
to  this  illustrious  Personage.  This  Prince,  distinguished 
by  his  fine  taste  for  polite  literature  and  the  arts,  and 
equally  remarkable  for  his  zeal  and  knowledge  of 
business  more  than  any  other  of  the  royal  branches, 
has  long  laboured  under  the  paroxysms  of  that  harassing 
disease,  asthma,  to  which  he  was  subject  from  an  early 
period,  but  which  have  more  severely  attacked  him  since 
his  return  from  Italy.  The  constant  state  of  an  invalid 
has  occasioned  him  to  find  the  continued  and  regular  at- 
tendance of  a  physician  essential  to  his  health  and  com- 
fort; and  in  selecting  Dr.  Fryer,  he  has  shewn  his  good 
sense  in  an  eminent  degree.  He  has  not  only  met  with 
the  man  of  science  and  high  professional  acquirements, 
but  the  gentleman  of  taste  and  refined  feelings,  fit  equally 
to  amuse,  instruct,  and  alleviate  his  valetudinary  hours. 
His  Royal  Highness  seems  fully  sensible  of  this ;  for 
though  the  severity  of  his  complaint  has  occasionally  in- 
troduced the  aid  of  others  on  the  emergency  of  the  mo- 
ment, yet  to  him  he  looks  for  his  certain  and  permanent 
relief. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  a  Prince,  whose  public 
appearances  have  been  so  much  to  his  advantage,  should 
be  subjected  to  this  malady,  so  uncertain  in  its  recurrence, 
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and  so  violent  in  its  attack.  No  one  seems  to  understand 
better  the  real  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  shew 
himself  equally  the  Defender  of  the  Tlnone,  the  Aristo- 
cracy, and  the  People,  wherever  the  just  rights  of  either 
are  attacked :  nay,  with  a  boldness  and  independence 
liighly  laudable,  he,  on  a  late  delicate  occasion,  overleaped 
what  others  would  have  termed  the  bounds  of  prudence, 
to  shew  his  attachment  to  the  honour  of  his  house,  and 
the  dignity  of  the  succession  to  the  Throne.  The  confi- 
dence and  patronage  of  such  a  meritorious  character  is 
hii^hly  creditable  to  Dr.  Fryer,  in  every  point  of  view. 

The  only  literary  work  we  have  to  notice  from  tlie  pen 
of  Dr.  Fryer,  is  the  life  of  Mr.  Barry,  the  celebnited 
painter;  and  it  is  equally  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his 
friend,  and  a  proof  of  his  love  for  the  fine  arts.  So  just 
are  his  observations  on  this  subject  in  the  Introduction, 
that  we  cannot  avoid  quoting  them  here.  "  It  may  be 
the  privilege  of  genius,"  says  Dr.  Fryer,  "  to  give 
importance  to  the  most  trivial  subjects,  but  it  is  virtucy 
and  virtue  onlj/,  which  gives  importance  to  genius ;  and 
when  this  happy  combination  shines  on  so  fertile  and 
alluring;  a  region  as  the  arts  of  design,  the  subject  be- 
comes  the  most  safe,  interesting,  and  useful,  and  a  source 
of  intellectual  enjoyment,  refining  and  exalting  the  taste 
of  individuals  above  the  gross  pursuits  of  luxury  in  an 
opulent  age. — " 

In  drawing  Barry's  character,  amid  the  tenderness  of 
friendship,  Dr.  Fryer  has  not  forgot  the  duty  of  the  his- 
torian. He  pourtrays  all  the  imperfections  of  his  nature ; 
but  with  such  delicacy  and  happy  talent  does  he  investi- 
gate their  cause,  as  to  make  "  his  failings  even  lean  to 
virtue's  side.''  '•  Fate,"  he  observes,  "  threw  him  in  a 
profession,  which,  built  up  itself  of  ideal  charms,  gene- 
rally charms  away  its  votaries  by  a  thousand  phantoms  of 
ambitious  hope^  v/hich  are  scarcely  ever  to  be  realized 
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during  life;  or  if  realized,  never  worth  the  sacrifice  which 
accompanies  the  pursuit  of  them."  What  Dr.  Fryer  has 
thus  so  justly  applied  to  another  profession,  may  be  with 
no  less  propriety  brought  home  to  Medicine  also — how 
many  of  its  votaries  are  raised  by  ideal  hopes,  and  tlie  vic- 
tims of  disappointuient  and  chagrin  throug-h  life,  in  spite 
of  their  best  exertions  ! ! 
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rcnfuuA-      ^jj^  WILLIAM  KNIGHTON,  Bart. 


LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS; 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  PRINCE  REGENT. 

»^IR  William  Knighton  is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  where 
his  early  years  were  past,  and  his  elementary  attainments 
in  literature  acquired. 

His  professional  studies  may  be  said  to  have  commenced 
under  the  care  and  direction  of  Dr.  Geach,  of  the  Royal 
Hospital,  Plymouth — a  man  unrivalled  at  that  time  in 
the  West  of  England,  for  medical  skill,  scientific  know- 
ledge, and  literary  acquirements.  During  a  residence 
with  him  for  some  time,  Sir  W.  Knighton  prosecuted  un- 
remittingly his  studies  :  and  under  the  care  and  conversa- 
tion of  this  eminent  physician,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
acquiring  great  practical  information,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  in  a  great  degree,  laid  the  foundation  for  his  fu- 
ture success  in  practice. 

On  quitting  the  West  of  England  he  visited  London, 
and  benefited  by  a  regular  attendance  on  the  hospitals, 
and  on  some  of  the  most  distinguished  teachers  in  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  profession. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  his  friend.  Dr.  Geach,  he  went 
down  to  Edinburgh,  and  resided  in  that  celebrated  uni- 
versity until  his  return  to  London,  where  he  settled  in 
1805  or  1806.  In  1810,  Sir  W.  Knighton  was  called 
upon  by  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  to  accompany  that  dis- 
tinguished nobleman  in  the  embassy  to  Spain.  Time  and 
circumstances  have  proved  the  judgment  of  his  Lordship 
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in  the  selection  of  his  Physician.      From  this  period  his  ' 

practice  continued  to  spread,  and  his  reputation  to  rise,  ' 

and  he  soon  became  one  among-  the  most  extensively  em- 
ployed physicians.  In  1812,  he  was  appointed  Physician 
in  Ordinary  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent;^  ' 

and  after  a  few  months  was  distinguished  by  being  created  ] 

a  baronet.  ; 

Out  of  the  history  of  the  profession  in  the  last  cen-  ; 

tury,  it  would  perhaps  be  impossible  to  select  an  indivi- 
dual, who  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  and  so  early  in 
lif«,  has  risen  to  so  high  an  eminence  of  j^ublic  favour. 
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r)K.  T.  WALSHMAN, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  SURRY  AND  WEST- 
ERN DISPENSARIES. 

X  O  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  his  uay  has  been  the 
laudable  object  of  (his  respectable  individual;  and  though 
circumstances  have  at  times  occurred,  which  have  not 
savoured  t)f  what  are  termed  the  "  agreeable  rubs  of 
life,"  yet  these  he  has  happily  surmounted  by  the  mild- 
ness of  his  temper,  and  the  prudence?  of"  his  conduct,* 
even  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  have 
"  despitelj/  used  him,^''  that  in  the  end  they  have  beconm 
his  friends. 

Dr.  T.  Walshman  was  born  in  1750,  at  Pendleton,  near 
Clithero,  Lancashire,  an  obscure  village  situated  under 
the  shadow  of  Pendle  Hill — his  father  boins:  a  ffentleman 
who  farmed  his  own  estate.  He  was  educated  at  Clithero 
school,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sedgwick,  an  able 
master;  and  at  this  school  his  class-fellows  were  the  pre- 
sent Bishop  of  Rochesfer,  and  his  brother^  Capt*>King,.  %yvi 
the -celebrated  circumnavigator.  From  Clithero  school  ^ 
he  \yas  placed  under  the  Rev.  Aj^,  Wadswprthy  lo  com- 
plete his  classical  learning,  as  a  prelude  to  his  education 
for  (he  Church.  '    -' 

If  is  sentiments  in  this  respect  changed  in  the  progress 
of  his  studies:  and  he  savv,  without  patronage,  the  Chucclr  "*• 
was  a  barren   field  for  a  man  of  science  and  attainments. 
His  views    accordingly  became  directed  to  Medicine,   a 
science  he  conceived  not  only  of  the  first  utility  to  man- 
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tind,  but  as  one  which  expanded  the  mind  of  its  votaries, 
and  gave  a  scope  for  that  activity,  of  which  he  felt  him- 
self possessed,  and  which  was  evinced  even  at  this  early 
period,  in  his  attention  to  farming-  and  agricultural  pur- 
suits, in  his  hours  of  vacation. 

His  profes^onal  attainments  now  commenced  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Entwisle,  at  iiaslingden,  Lancashire, 
where  he  continued  four  years,  and  made  himself  master 
of  the  Materia  Medica,  and  other  preliminary  studies. 

On  leaving  Iiaslingden,  he  repaired  to  the  metropolis, 
to  complete  in  this  celebrated  school  his  professional  pur- 
suits, so  ardently  began;  and  here  he  was  fortunately  in- 
troduced to  Dr,  Saunders,  who  not  only  acted  the  part  of 
the  preceptor,  but  with  equal  zeal  interested  himself  in 
his  future  progi'css  in  life,  as  his  adviser  and  friend — a  cir- 
cumstance he  always  calls  to  mind  with  gratitude  and 
glowing  satisfaction ;  for  it  was  one  of  Dr.  Saunders's 
particular  qualifications,  to  view  his  pupils  not  in  the 
liglit  of  the  connexions  of  a  day,  but  to  feel  an  interest  in 
them  for  the  remainder  of  life,  as  already  noticed  in  his 
memoir. 

Dr.  Walshman's  assiduity  and  attc.ition  to  study  soon 
made  eminent  progress  under  so  able  a  master,  Dr.  Saun- 
ders's lectures  being  ingenious,  well  delivered,  and  adapted 
with  much  ability  to  the  capacity  of  his  students.  Along 
with  Dr.  Saunders's  lectures,  he  attended  likewise  Mr. 
Else  and  Mr.  Cline,  for  anatomy  and  surgery.  The  same 
studies  he  pursued  also  under  Mr.  Hewson  and  Mr.  Fal- 
coner, and  Dr.  Haighton  was  his  preceptor  in  physiology. 
lie  was  at  this  period  particularly  pleased  with  the  lec- 
tures of  Mr.  Hunter,  and  considered  him  not  only  as  a 
man  who  thought  for  himself,  but  that,  from  his  scientific 
opinions,  the  improvements  in  the  principles  of  surgery 
from  lliat  time  have  been  derived. 
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In  Midwifery,  his  attention  to  lectures  was  extended 
and  indefatigable,  for  he  attended  Drs.  Mackenzie,  Orme, 
and  Louder,  and  at  an  after  period.  Dr.  Hamilton,  the 
Professor  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  The  auxiliary 
branches  were  also  objects  of  his  pursuit.  Botany  he 
studied  under  Mr.  Curtis ;  natural  history  under  Mr.  Da 
Costa ;  and  experimental  philosophy  under  Mr.  Martin 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hutton. 

During  the  period  of  these  studies  he  was  one  of  the 
Founders,  and  afterwards  many  years  one  of  the  Presi- 
dents, of  the  Physical  Society  of  Guy's  Hospital,  where  he 
was  always  considered  a  most  useful  member.  Here  he 
had  the  honour  of  officially  presenting  Dr.  Jenner  a  di- 
ploma, for  his  discovery  of  Vaccination,  in  a  suitable 
oration,  for  which  he  received  the  marked  acknowledg- 
ments of  this  gentleman. 

His  noviciate  of  study  being  thus  so  amply  completed, 
both  in  general  science  and  professional  attainments,  the 
period  now  arrived,  when  it  was  necessary  to  fix  his  fu- 
ture determination.  On  this  point  he  had  recourse  to  the 
counsels  of  Dr.  Saunders,  who  very  justly  pointed  out 
the  disadvantage  of  a  young  man  commencing  as  a  phy- 
sician ;  and  the  success  that  would  result,  on  the  contrary, 
from  his  forming  a  prudent  connexion  with  an  older  and 
respectable  practitioner,  confining  himself  to  the  business 
of  the  surgeon  and  accoucheur,  leaving  the  department  of 
the  physician  to  a  future  period. 

Determined  by  this  opinion.  Dr.  Walshman  became  a 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons ;  and  soon 
after  formed  a  partnership,  which  last?d  ten  years,  with 
Mr.  Stapleton  in  the  Borough,  a  gentleman  of  high  re- 
spectability as  well  as  fortune,  and  a  magistrate  for  the 
Borough  and  County  of  Surry.  From  Mr.  Stapleton 
the  weight  of  the  business  fell  entirely  to  the  lot  of  Dr.  W, 
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During  this  connexion,  he  was  elected  Surgeon  to  thd 
several  County  and  Parochial  Establishments  situated 
within  the  sphere  of  his  practice.  One  of  thenij  the 
Borough  Compter,  took  place,  in  consequence  of  his  able 
report  on  the  state  of  that  prison,  made  by  desire  of  the 
Sheriffs  of  London  and  High  Bailiff  of  the  Borough. 
These  different  appointments  though  not  offices  of  emolu- 
ment, were  to  a  man  of  observation  schools  of  increasing 
and  useful  experience  in  a  profession,  which  has  always 
something  new  to  learn. 

He  had  now  several  years  discharged  the  duties  of  these 
various  appointments  highly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  ma- 
gistrates, when  a  vacancy  of  Inspecting  Physician  to  the 
Lunatic  Houses  in  the  County  occurred,  by  the  resigna^ 
tion  of  Dr.  Anderson ;  and  it  being  the  wish  of  the  magis- 
trates, as  a  mark  of  their  approbation,  to  confer  it  on  Dr* 
W.  he  was  requested  to  qualify  himself  for  it,  by  taking  a 
degree  in  Physic. 

This  honor,  one  of  his  professional  attainments  and 
experience  eould  have  no  hesitation  to  obtain;  but  find- 
ing that  the  office  intended  would  too  much  interfere 
with  his  other  engagements,  he  declined  it,  to  the  regret 
of  the  respectable  authorities,  who  had  expressed  their 
wish  of  his  acceptance  of  iti 

The  fatigues  of  Mr.  Stapleton's  extensive  business 
proving  too  much  for  Dr.  W*'s  health,  on  the  expiration 
of  the  partnership  their  connexion  was  d'ssolved  with 
mutual  regret,  and  a  new  one  was  formed  by  Dr.  W.  with 
Mr.  Saumarez,  the  brother  of  the  gallant  admiral  of  that 
name.  This  partnership  continued  with  equal  advantage 
to  both,  from  the  high  opinion  they  entertained  of  g^ch 
other,  and  was  only  ended  by  Dr^  W.'s  appointment  of 
Physician  to  the  Surry  Dispensary,  which  obliged  him 
now  to  limit  his  practice  to  the  higher  department  of  the 
profession,   an   appointment   conferred   on  him  by  tb^ 
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electors,  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  his  character  a 
a  physician,  and  his  feelings  as  a  man,  in  opposition  to 
the  warm  canvass  of  Dr.  Salmon,  who  however  con- 
ducted himself  with  all  the  liberality  and  candour  of  the 
gentleman.  Dr.  W.'s  appointment  took  place  in  August, 
1798;  and  in  September  following,  in  consequence  of  his 
duties  to  this  Charity,  he  was  attacked  with  a  severe 
typhus,  which  had  nearly  proved  fatal,  and  his  recovery 
was  ascribed  entirely  to  the  care  and  assiduities  of  Mrs. 
Walshraan,  when  the  prescription  had  no  longer  effect, 
and  when  the  nurse  and  the  friend  were  all  he  had  to 
depend  on.  Here  he  gave  himself  a  trial  of  the  cold 
ablutions,  since  so  much  recommended  by  Dr.  Curry,  of 
Liverpool,  but  then  a  new,  and,  according-  to  common  pre- 
judice, a  dangerous  practice. 

On  his  recovery,  and  resuming  his  duties,  he  saw  the 
propriety  of  his  forming  a  connexion  with  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  by  becoming  a  Licentiate  of  that 
learned  body;  and  he  accordingly  applied  to  one  of  the 
Fellows  of  the  College  to  use  his  interest,  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  be  a  candidate  for  his  examination.  This, 
however,  was  opposed  by  a  bye-law,  which  equally  mili- 
tated against  him  and  several  others,  and  obliged  hira 
accordingly  to  continue  his  practice  on  his  former  footing, 
without  disenfranchising  himself  from  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, of  which  he  was  now  a  member  upwards  of  thirty 
years,  and  for  which  he  entertained  the  highest  respect. 

From  this  period  then  he  continued  his  practice  as  a 
physician  and  accoucheur,  with  much  pleasure  to  himself, 
as  well  as  great  success  and  satisfaction  to  his  patients. 
He#yfercised  his  professional  duties  at  all  times  as  a  very 
independent  character.  He  solicited  no  one  for  their 
favours,  and  depended  entirely  on  his  own  merits — for 
long  before  this,  he  had  given  ample  proof  of  his  profes- 
sional skill;    and,   au    farther  evidence   of  it,   in    1801 
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he  was  solicited  to  accept  the  office  of  Physician  to  the 
Western  Dispensary,  which  he  did,  and  was  elected  Phy- 
sician to  that  Institution  in  1800. 

Thus  in  his  professional  pursuits  he  had  every  success 
and  satisfaction,  both  in  his  public  career  and  in  his  pri- 
vate practice,  when  his  prospects  were  suddenly  arrested 
by  the  interference  of  the  College.  The  practice  of  the 
metropolis  is  by  charter  exclusively  committed  to  this 
learned  body ;  and  the  authority  with  which  they  are  in- 
vested being  gone  for  a  series  of  years  into  disuse  from 
the  inattention,  or  perhaps  rather  intended  liberality 
of  the  official  characters,  it  was  resolved  now  to  enforce 
their  statutes  according  to  the  letter  in  which  they  were 
written,  not  in  the  spirit  and  intention  of  their  enactment, 
for  the  reasons  that  originally  penned  them  had  in  a  great 
measure,  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  community, 
from  the  progress  of  science  ceased  to  exist.  As  a  pre- 
lude to  this  determination,  a  bye-law  was  framed,  forbid- 
ding consultation  with  any  physician  not  of  their  own 
body,  under  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  each  offence:  a 
law,  which  though  disregarded  by  some  of  the  first  rank, 
was  too  servilely  attended  to  by  others.  This  resolution 
of  the  College,  combined  with  the  preceding  law,  bore 
particularly  hard  on  a  few  respectable  physicians,  who 
had  practised  for  a  length  of  time  unconnected  with  this 
establishment,  and  against  whom,  of  course,  an  interdict 
was  now  issued.  Dr.  W.  was  among  the  number ;  and 
some  peculiar  circumstances  marked  his  situation  different 
from  the  others,  which  he  supposed  called  for  mitigation, 
in  favour  of  his  admission.  His  previous  application,  he 
conceived,  rendered  the  bye-laws  an  ex  post  facto  one  in 
respect  to  him,  and  the  admission  of  one  candidate  in  a 
similar  situation  removed  the  barrier  for  another.  On 
these  grounds  he  was  desired  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Col- 
lege,  which  however  decided  against  him.     In  thia  di- 
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lemma  he  determined  to  comply  with  the  mandate  of  the 
College,  contrary  to  legal  opinion  ;  and  by  a  residence  at 
Edinburgh,  to  do  away  the  impediment  of  not  studying- 
two  years  at  a  university,  which  stood  in  his  way.  His 
busiiiess  he  accordingly  gave  up  in  charge  to  his  friend 
Dr.  Blegborough,  who  had  previously  passed  the  College ; 
and,  to  the  regret  and  even  injury  of  a  number  of  his 
female  patients,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  his  attend- 
ance as  an  accoucheur,  he  turned  his  back  on  the  metro- 
polis, for  the  academic  shades  of  study  and  retirement. 

At  Edinburgh  hs  met  all  that  politeness  and  urbanity 
from  the  heads  of  the  university,  which  o'.ewed  him  that 
science  and  liberality  are  generally  combined ;  and  he  felt 
even  pleased  at  the  circumstance,  however  untoward  to 
his  interest,  which  had  given  him  an  opportunity  of  re- 
ceiving additional  instruction,  and  forming  an  acquaint- 
ance with  men  so  meritorious  in  their  different  depart- 
ments. 

Dr.  W.'s  return  from  Edinburgh,  and  admission  by  the 
College,  again  introduced  him  to  his  business,  to  the  high 
and  mutual  satisfaction  of  his  patients,  and  of  their  phy- 
sician. The  storm  had  now  subsided  which  had  driven 
his  bark  to  sea,  and  a  pleasing  calm  had  succeeded,  but 
unfortunately  of  no  long  duration.  The  election  of  a 
Physician  to  the  Surry  Dispensary,  into  which  he  was 
anxious  to  introduce  his  friend  Dr.  Blegborough,  as  a 
reward  for  his  services  in  his  absence,  produced  a  contest, 
which  severed  his  friendship  with  some  of  his  early  asso- 
ciates, for  whom  he  had  a  high  respect,  and  with  whom 
he  wished  to  be  on  the  most  amicable  footing  for  life. 
Though  conscious  of  having  acted  only  the  part  of  duty 
and  gratitude,  he  wishes  to  draw  a  veil  over  this  part  of 
his  history,  out  of  respect  to  all  parties.  An  attempt  to 
injure  his  character,  as  Physician  to  the  Surry  Dispensary, 
which  next  followed;  met  the  fate  of  all  calumny,  in  his 
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rising  superior  to  every  attack  of  detraction.  The  base 
motive  of  it  made  him,  on  this  occasion,  repeat  Shak- 
speare's  well-known  quotation — 

*'  Who  steals  my  purse  steals  trash,  'tis  something,  nothing; 
"  'Twas  mine,  'tis  his,  and  has  been  slave  to  thousands. 
*'  But  he  that  filtches  from  me  my  good  name, 
*'  Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 
"  And  makes  me  poor  indeed." 

The  accusation  was,  however,  unanimously  repelled ;  and, 
like  gold  from  the  furnace,  the  purity  of  Dr.  W.  was  en- 
hanced, if  it  was  possible,  by  being  thus  tried. 

Dr.  W.  is  the  author  of  only  one  small  tract,  on  the 
Erisipelatous  Inflammation  of  Infancy.  The  materials, 
however,  in  his  possession  are  abundant,  could  he  be  per- 
suaded to  publish  them,  which  he  has  hitherto  declined. 
It  is  his  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  several  other  eminent 
professional  characters,  that  we  have  too  many  publica- 
tions. It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  he  may  alter  his  sen- 
timents on  this  point,  as  much  might  be  expected,  from 
his  experience,  to  benefit  the  younger  part  of  the  pro- 
fession. Dr.  W.  is  a  Member  of  the  London  and  Edin- 
burgh Medical  Societies,  of  the  Society  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Paris,  &c.  &c. 

Such  is  the  sketch  of  an  individual,  whose  progress  in 
life  has  been  as  fortunate  as  his  desert — whose  assiduity  has 
been  aided  by  much  professional  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, and  whose  integrity  has  merited  the  just  respect 
and  esteem  attached  to  his  character.  By  his  own  exer- 
tions he  has  placed  himself  far  above  independence,  with- 
out the  imputation  of  avarice,  or  the  meanness  of  par° 
simony. 
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/W^     SIR  WALTER  FARQUHAR,  Bart. 


LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS; 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  PRINCE  REGENT. 


J\XANKIND  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — those 
that  act  for  themselves,  and  those  that  are  the  imitators 
of  others.  The  last  includes  b^y  far  the  greatest  propor- 
tion of  society ;  while  the  first  may  be  regarded  as  the 
chosen  few,  that  interest  and  claim  attention.  The  pre- 
sent respectable  individual  is  one  of  this  description.  He 
possesses  a  mind  which  inspires  confidence,  and  gives 
him  a  commanding  influence;  and  he  has  united  this  in- 
fluence through  life  with  that  exertion^  which  could  not  fail 
in  any  profession  to  ensure  success,  and  reach  the  goal  of 
superiority  and  elevation.  The  epithet  of  Vir  Magnus 
et  Acer  may  be  properly  applied  to  such  a  character. 

Sir  Walter  Farquhar  was  born  in  the  north  of  Scotland, 
the  son  of  a  clergyman,  eminent  for  his  piety  and  learn- 
ing. He  was  one  of  a  large  family,  several  of  whom 
distinguished  themselves,  particularly  his  brother  John, 
who  died  young,  but  had  acquired  a  very  high  character 
as  a  divine.  His  sermons,  after  his  death,  were  edited  by 
Principal  Campbell  and  Professor  Gerard,  and  have  gone 
through  many  successive  editions. 

Sir  Walter  receiver!  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at 
Aberdeen ;  and,  at  a  very  early  period,  his  studies  were 
directed  towards  medical  science  in  that  university.  He 
became  the  favourite  pupil  of  Dr.  Gregory  (father  of  the 
present  Professor  in  Edinburgh),  a  man  highly  esteemed 
for  his  knowledge  of  polite  literature,  as  well  as  for  his  pro- 
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fessional  science.  He  at  the  same  time  attended  the  seve- 
ral classes  of  mathematics,  natural  and  moral  philosophy, 
at  the  King's  College,  in  which  Dr.  Gregory  was  Profes- 
sor of  Physic.  Here  he  remained  for  four  years,  and 
took  his  degree  of  M.  A.  during  which  he  was  an  atten- 
tive student  in  surgery,  and  regularly  attended  the  hos- 
pitals. He  afterwards  pursued  his  studies  in  the  univer- 
sities of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh. 

Having  completed  his  education,  his  active  spirit  led 
him  to  prefer  the  army  to  a  more  confined  and  stationary 
practice;  and  having  been  introduced  to  the  patronage  of 
the  late  Lord  Howe,  he  was  made  Surgeon  in  the  nine- 
teenth regiment  when  very  young,  ^nd  attended  his  Lord- 
ship when  wounded,  at  the  siege  of  Belleisle.  The  regi- 
ment being  subsequently  ordered  to  Gibraltar,  young 
Farquhar,  ambitious  of  further  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  proceeded  to  France, 
where  he  remained  for  nearly  a  year  and  half,  visiting  the 
hospitals  in  the  Provinces  and  in  Paris,  and  associating 
with  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  period,  in  the  several 
branches  of  medicine  and  surgery.  He  studied  several 
months  under  the  great  Le  Cat,  at  Rouen  in  Normandy ; 
and  even  took  up  his  abode  in  the  house  of  that  cele- 
brated anatomist,  who  was  the  founder  and  director  of  the 
famous  hospital  there. 

Upon  his  return  to  Gibraltar,  his  general  practice  be- 
came considerable.  In  consequence  of  being  obliged  to 
resign  his  situation  there,  on  the  score  of  health,  he 
visited  London,  and  was  induced  to  settle  at  once  in 
business  in  that  great  metropolis.  His  rise  into  eminence 
was  rapid ;  and  his  great  industry,  no  less  than  his  talents, 
acquired  him  friends  wherever  he  appeared.  He  may  be 
said,  more  than  any  man,  to  have  converted  patients  into 
friends.  Superadded  to  his  skill  and  science  as  a  profes- 
sional man,  he  possesses  an  intuitive  sagacity  and  know- 
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ledge  of  human  nature,  which  appears  constantly  to  have 
been  directed  towards  benevolent  purposes. 

Soon  after  Sir  Walter's  settlement  in  London,  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Harvie,  the  widow  of  a  physician  from  Ja- 
maica, whose  amiable  and  sweet  manners,  and  benevo- 
lence of  disposition,  rendered  her  equally  an  object  of 
respect  and  admiration.  He  was  for  many  years  previ- 
ous to  his  takin;^  the  degree,  considered  a  physician  in 
his  mode  of  practice;  and  when  he  became  so  in  fact,  it 
ap{>ears  to  have  been  his  wish  and  expectation,  to  con- 
tract his  practice,  and  to  secure  a  greater  degree  of 
leisure.  He  was  however  disappointed,  or  at  least  de- 
ceived, in  this  notion.  He  was  about  the  same  time 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet;  and  he  soon  found 
himself  involved  in  an  extent  of  business,  we  believe  not 
exceeded  in  the  history  <  f  Physic.  He  was  the  confiden- 
tial physician  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Melville ;  and  soon 
after  was  honoured  '>y  the  appointment  of  physician  to 
the  Prince   of  Wales,  whom  he  has  attended  ever  since. 

A  real  physician  and  a  profound  scholar  are  different 
characters,  though  where  they  are  united  they  give  high 
elevation  to  the  professional  character. 

Sir  Walter's  distinguishing  merit  is  an  accurate  judg- 
ment, and  a  happy  selection  of  remedies,  adapted  to  the 
exact  stage  of  the  disease ;  to  prove  that  we  do  not  speak 
our  own  opinion  on  this  point,  the  words  of  many  respect- 
able members  of  the  College  may  be  here  quoted,  who 
<)bserved  to  the  author,  that  in  consultation  with  Sir 
Walter  Farquliar,  he  always  gave  new  light  on  the 
subject  by  his  just  view  of  the  disease,  and  by  the  appli» 
cation  of  some  remedy  well  suited  to  the  peculiar  symp* 
toms,  and  ensuring  relief  to  the  patient. 

Several  severe  attacks  upon  his  chest,  occasioned  by  an 
over-anxious  attendance  upon  his  patients,  repeatedly 
eompeUed  him  to  a  temporary  retirement  from  business  3 
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but  it  was  not  till  the  year  1813,  that  he  resolved  to 
give  up  general  practice,  and  we  believe  his  attendance, 
at  this  time,  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  to  those  families  who  have  rather  classed 
him  with  their  friends. 

It  is  an  invidious  office  to  delineate  the  character  of 
living  persons ;  and  no  man,  as  an  ancient  authority 
affirms,  can  be  said  to  have  lived,  till  he  ceases  to  live  : 
*  yet,  without  administering  the  unwholesome  food  of  flat- 
tery, we  may  fairly  say  of  the  subject  of  this  short  me- 
moir, that  he  has  borne  a  distinguished  reputation  as  a 
professional  man,  a  reputation  which  few  have  attained, and 
still  fewer  would  have  borne  with  such  perfect  modera- 
tion and  singleness  of  cliaracter.  Like  Sydenham,  to 
whom  in  the  leading  features  of  his  character  he  may 
be  aptly  compared,  he  has  met  in  his  progress  the  jea- 
lousy of  rivals,  which  he  has  either  disregarded  or  over- 
come. 

With  his  private  life  we  have  little  to  do  :  but  the  libe- 
ral support  and  unbounded  nature  of  the  patronage 
which  he  has  bestowed  upon  young  candidates  for  ad- 
vancement in  the  profession  are  so  well  known,  and  have 
in  so  many  instances  been  so  beneficial,  that  they  may  be 
ranked  among  his  public  professional  acts. 

But  there  is  one  strong  feature  of  his  character,  which 
marks  the  possession  of  talent,  not  to  be  omitted ;  and 
that  is,  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  patients. 
This  can  only  arise,  from  their  opinion  being  verified  by 
facts,  and  from  that  superiority  and  marked  decision, 
which  a  man  of  strong  natural  understanding  always  dis- 
plays. 

We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  this  distinguished  indi- 
vidual owes  his  success  in  life,  to  natural  talents  and  a  sound 
discriminating  judgment ;  and  though  the  rage  of  fashion 
may  be  past,  he  will  ever  stand  high  in  public  estimation  and 
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private  esteem.  But  how  much  is  it  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  example  of  Sj^denham,  the  faithful  and  accurate  re- 
corder of  nature,  is  not  followed  by  succeeding  phy- 
sicians. The  experience  of  a  Farquhar  committed  to 
writuig,  w  '>uld  be  of  more  value  to  the  profession,  than  a 
hundred  volumes  of  the  closet  speculator. 


fOiyi^c^i^  DR.  MAKCET, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

Though  Medicine  is  properly  a  branch  of  Philoso- 
phy, it  is  seldom  that  the  latter  is  cultivated  by  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  healing  art.  The  bustle  and  hurry  of 
professional  life  does  not  suit  the  calm  contemplative 
mind  of  the  philosopher.  The  present  respectable  indi- 
vidual, however,  is  a  rare  exception  to  this;  and  he  unites 
to  a  philosophical  turn  of  thinking,  and  deep  research, 
much  professional  knowledge,  experience,  and  observa- 
tion. 

Dr.  Marcet  is  a  native  of  Geneva,  in  Switzerland;  and 
in  that  country,  so  distinguished  for  its  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence, its  correct,  morals,  and  the  regular  education 
of  its  inhabitants,  he  first  received  his  literary  accomplish- 
ments  in  the  principles  of  general  knowledge  and  polite 
learning.    In  the  year  1793  he  arrived  in  this  country. 
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the  seat  of  his  adoption,  where  he  became  an  English- 
man, imbibing  all  the  good  qualities  of  the  national  cha- 
racter, without,  we  are  persuaded,  its  corresponding  pre- 
judices. In  1794,  he  first  entered  as  a  pupil  at  Edin- 
burgh, which  formed  the  period  of  the  commencement  of 
his  professional  studies,  and  here  he  carried  with  him  the 
original,  liberal,  and  candid  principles  of  his  early  edu- 
cation, engrafting  on  them  true  medical  information,  at 
this  fountain-head  of  the  ^sculapian  stream.  In  the 
spring  of  1797,  he  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
at  that  university,  and  then  returned  to  the  metropolis, 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  in  practice,  after  visiting  the 
hospitals,  as  a  preparatory  step. 

In  this  view,  he  first  attached  himself  to  the  Public 
Dispensary,  Carey  Street,  where  he  was  pupil  to  the  late 
Dr.  Willan,  on  whose  recommendation  he  was  soon  ap- 
pointed Assistant-Physician  to  this  Institution.  In  1799, 
he  became  a  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians; and,  in  the  same  year,  received  the  appointment 
of  Physician  to  the  City  Dispensary,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  he  fixed  his  residence. 

At  this  period  he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Haldi- 
mand,  a  merchant  of  the  first  respectability  in  London. 
In  consequence  of  this  marriage,  and  his  attachment  to 
this  country,  now  the  seat  of  his  nearest  connexions 
and  professional  pursuits,  he  became  in  1800  naturalized 
by  act  of  Parliament. 

Having  for  some  time  attended  as  pupil  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  he  gained  the  particular  partiality  and  friendship 
of  Dr.  Saunders,  an  able  judge  of  rising  merit  and  abilities. 
A  vacancy  happening  here  opportunely,  in  1802,  by  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Harvey,  this  distinguished  character 
proposed  the  appointment  to  Dr.  Marcet,  and  warmly 
supported  him  in  the  canvas,  which  was  successfully 
carried  in  Dr.  Marcet's  favour,  through  Dr.  Saunders's 
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interest  and  exertions.  This  situation  placed  Dr.  M. 
high  in  his  professional  career,  and  from  the  city  he 
removed  in  1808  to  Russell  Square,  as  a  more  centrical 
residence. 

The  good  fortune  of  this  deserving  individual  was  now 
complete.  Happily  and  congenially  situated  in  domestic 
life,  as  well  as  standing  high  in  public  opinion,  he  has 
since  that  period,  for  a  number  of  years,  conducted  his 
department  of  the  hospital  with  distinguished  talent  and 
propriety,  both  as  a  clinical  physician  and  a  lecturer.  His 
mind  is  above  the  bustle  and  cares  of  mere  professional 
life  ;  and  however  zealous  in  practice,  he  has  no  ambition 
to  court  popularity.  At  the  time  of  the  return  of  the  array 
from  Walcheren,  in  1809,  when  the  pressure  of  sickness  was 
such,  that  the  regular  medical  attendants  could  not  supply 
the  urgency  of  the  moment,  Dr.  Marcet  undertook  for  some 
months  the  management  of  the  temporary  general  hospital, 
at  Portsmouth,  a  duty  of  much  anxiety  and  fatigue,  and 
for  which  he  was  so  highly  competent. 

In  some  of  the  periodical  publications.  Dr.  Marcet 
appears  to  great  advantage,  by  the  singular  merit  of  his 
communications,  which  evince  ingenuity,  science,  accurate 
experiment,  and  just  deductions.  They  are  all  of  a  su- 
perior cast,  in  these  volumes,  too  often  filled  with  common- 
place and  hacknied  subjects,  which  owe  their  merit  only 
to  the  new  form  of  their  dress  or  arrangement.  Dr. 
Marcet's  papers,  on  the  contrary,  are  marked  by  origi- 
nality, precision,  and  clear  thinking,  impressing  unknown 
or  unobserved  truths.  His  chemical  communications 
embrace  the  following  interesting  topics:  An  Analysis 
of  the  Waters  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  the  River  Jordan — An 
Analysis  of  the  mineral  springs  at  Brighton  and  the  Isle 
of  Wight— Analysis  of  the  Dropsical  Fluids,  a  paper  of 
high  interest  in  a  practical  view — Experiments  on  the 
appearance  of  Prussic  acid  in  the  Urine,  under  certain 
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circumstances.  An  account  of  the  effects  of  a  large  quantity 
of  laudanum  taken  internallj,  and  the  means  used  to 
counteract  its  effects. — A  paper  on  the  use  of  JNitrat  of 
Silver,  in  detecting  small  quantities  of  Arsenic. — A  com- 
munication on  the  Sulphuret  of  Carbon;  and  another  on 
the  production  of  cold  by  means  of  that  substance.  Some 
of  these  communications  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  and  others  in  the  Medico-chirurgical 
Transactions. 

To  these  chemical  subjects  may  be  added,  a  Dissertation 
on  the  medical  properties  of  the  Oxyde  of  Bismuth — A 
case  of  Hydrophobia,  drawn  up  with  much  arccuracy  and 
clearness,  and  forming  an  addition  to  the  history  of  that 
disease — and  an  Account  of  a  Species  of  Erythema,  not 
depending  upon  the  Action  of  Mercury,  &c. 

But  what  is  of  equal  credit  *'>  Dr.  Marcet  as  his  own 
publications,  is  his  laudable  ze-.  '  in  bringing  forward  the 
exertions  and  talents  of  others,  in  the  great  field  of  sci- 
ence and  improvement.  Thus  he  has  shewn  himself  a 
most  ardent  promoter  of  useful  public  institutions,  espe- 
cially of  those  more  immediately  connected  with  his 
profession.  It  is  well  known,  that  it  is  chiefly  to  him 
and  Dr.  Yelloly,  that  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  So- 
ciety of  London  owes  its  formation,  a  body  which  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  has  outrivalled  in  utility  and  im- 
portance, all  former  associations  of  a  similar  kind  in  this 
country,  and  promises  to  contribute  greatly  to  the  improve- 
ment and  lustre  of  the  medical  profession.  Besides  this, 
Dr.  Marcet  is  also  a  distinguished  Member  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  is  at  present  one  of  the  Council.  He  is  like- 
wise a  Member  of  the  Geological  Society  of  London. 

In  all  these  different  associations,  his  talents  give  him 
a  just  claim  to  high  distinction;  and  he  is  introduced  by 
that,  which  should  be  the  only  passport  to  all  literary 
societies,  hia  own  merit,  science,  and  extended  information. 
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DR.  YELLOLY, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  LONDON  HOSPITAL. 

Professional  jealousy,  though  proverbial,  is  per- 
haps carried  too  far  in  public  opinion.  This  meanness, 
the  man  of  real  merit,  will  ever  despise ;  and  the  present 
respectable  individual  affords  a  strong  instance  how  far 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  two  minds  may  be  exerted  in  . 
the  same  professional  pursuits,  to  the  improvement  of 
medicine,  and  the  benefit  of  the  public  :  for  a  strict  friend- 
ship, founded  on  the  advancement  of  science,  as  well  as 
private  esteem,  has  very  long  subsisted  betwixt  this  gen- 
tleman and  the  subject  of  the  preceding  memoir,  Dr.  Marcet, 
to  their  deserved  credit  and  mutual  reputation. 

Dr.  Yelloly  is  a  native  of  Northumberland,  where  he 
received  his  early  education.  He  studied  general  litera- 
ture and  medicine  for  several  years  at  Edinburgh,  and 
took  his  degree  at  that  university.  In  his  future  views 
he  was  attracted  to  the  metropolis,  where,  in  1800,  he 
became  a  Licentiate  of  the  College. 

Soon  afterwards,  on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Elliot,  he 
was  elected  Physician  to  the  Aldersgate  Dispensary,  and 
continued  in  that  situation  till  1807 ;  when,  on  Dr.  Cooke's 
retirement,  he  was  elected  Physician  to  the  London 
Hospital,  where  he  had  for  some  time  previously  been  a 

lecturer. 

The  situation  of  the  London  Hospital  is  perhaps  one 
better  calculated  for  a  young  physician,  than  any  other 
in  the  metropolis,  by  shewing  him  a  more  varied  and 
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extensive  appearance  of  disease.  To  this  hospital,  from 
its  immediate  vicinity  to  all  the  great  shipping  and  mer- 
cantile depots,  the  natives  of  every  quarter  of  the  globe 
may  be  said  to  resort,  importing  specftnens  of  their  pe- 
culiar diseases,  which  are  less  frequently  to  be  met  with 
elsewhere,  and  giving  the  physicians  opportunities  of  ex- 
perience in  the  maladies  of  almost  every  climate  which 
are  constitutional  to  its  inhabitants. 

In  the  memoir  we  have  given  of  Dr.  Marcet,  we  had 
occasion  to  notice  the  important  part  which  he  and  Dr. 
Yelloly  took  in  the  establishment  of  the  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society.  The  first  volume  of  its  Trans- 
actions informs  us,  that  the  institution  of  this  Society 
was  owing  to  the  acknowledged  want  of  an  establishment, 
formed  on  liberal  and  independent  principles,  and  con- 
ducted with  a  propriety  and  dignity  worthy  of  the 
Medical  Profession. — It  is  necessary  that  such  an  asso- 
ciation should  have  the  confidence  of  the  profession ; 
and  we  believe  that  none  ever  possessed  it  in  a  greater 
degree,  or  has  united  a  greater  assemblage  of  talent  and 
respectability  in  all  the  branches  of  the  healing  art.  The 
Society  has,  without  doubt,  owed  very  much  to  the  whole 
of  the  respectable  individuals  who  joined  in  establishin^r 
it,  and  whose  names  were  an  unquestionable  guarantee 
of  the  liberality  of  its  principles.  But  in  bringing  those 
individuals  together,  in  animating  their  exertions,  and 
in  constantly  watching  over  the  interests  of  the  society, 
Dr.  Yelloly  and  Dr.  Marcet  have  established  a  high  claim 
to  the  respect  and  esteem  of  this  body.  Dr.  Yelloly  is 
also  a  Member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  of  the 
Geological  Society,  and  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh. 

His  literary  exertions  have  given  him  a  distinguished 
place  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Society.     In  the  first  volume  there  is  inserted  by  him  a 
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case  of  tumour  in  the  brain,  from  which  he  forms  a  num' 
ber  of  ingenious  deductions  on  the  propagation  of  the 
nervous  influence.  There  is  also  another  case  equally 
important,  of  that  singular  disease  Anesthesia,  and  a  very 
elaborate  paper,  illustrated  by  disections  and  much  critical 
discussion,  on  the  vascular  appearance  of  the  human  sto- 
mach after  death,  so  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  disease. 

Of  Dr.  Yelloly,  we  may  conclude,  that  he  displays  on 
all  occasions  that  correctness  of  conduct,  and  delicacy  of 
behaviour,  both  in  his  official  intercourse  and  private  cha- 
racter, that  should  mark  the  physician  and  the  gentleman. 
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DR.  JOSEPH  ADAMS, 


LI.CENTIATF.    OF   THE    LONDON    COLLEGE    OF  PHYSI-, 
icJA^S,.  AND    PHYSICIAN   TO   THE  S3L\LL  POX  HOS- 
PITAL. 
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ULLIUS  addktus  jiirare  in  verba  magistri^  does  not 
appl^?  so  properly,  as  we  have  already  observed,  to  medi- 
cine as  the  other  sciences.  Experience  is  the  foundation 
of  medicine;  and  preceding  authorities  have  a  just  claim 
to  direct  general  sentiment  and  opinion  here,  in  proportion, 
to  their  merit.  The  present  respectable  individual  is  so 
satisfied  of  this,  that  he  has  connected  his  professional 
character  with  the  medical  fame  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Hunter, 
reducing  to  practical  utility  his  sentiments  en  the  princi- 
ples of  life,  health,  and  disease,  and  correcting  them 
where  he  found  it  necessary. 

This  gentlemaii  has  often  been  heard  to  say,  that  he  is 
of  one  of  the  few  families  who  have  remained  in  London 
more  than  two  or  three  generations.  He  is  descended  from 
a  branch  of  the  Herefordshire  family  which  gave  birth  to 
Sir  Thomas  Adams,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  in  the  year 
1645,  celebrated  for  his  attachment  to  the  exiled  family, 
and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  by  the  republican  party;  and 
afterwards  deputed  to  wait  on  Charles  IL  at  the  Hague. 

Dr.  Adams's  father  was  an  apothecary  of  great  respect- 
ability in  the  city  of  London.  Joseph,  though  the 
youngest  of  three  sons,  was  selected  as  his  successor,  on 
account  of  his  early  attachment  to  classical  studies.  At 
the  usual  age  he  was  apprenticed  that  he  might  have  the 
benefit  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  of  which  his  father 
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was  a  member.  The  business  being  conducted  in  a  private 
shop,  allowed  the  greater  part  of  the  morning  to  be  de- 
voted to  study.  In  this  he  was  directed  hy  his  father, 
who  took  great  pleasure  also  in  consulting  the  first  phy- 
sicians of  that  day  on  the  education  of  his  son.  With 
these  advantages,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  town 
practice,  he  began  his  hospital  studies  under  Dr.  Pitcairn 
of  St.  Bartholomew's ;  where  he  had  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Potts's  lectures.  He  afterwards  became  a  pupil  of  Dr. 
Saunders,  of  Guy's ;  and  of  Mr.  John  Hunter,  of  St. 
George's. 

With  all  these  advantages,  and  the  introduction  to  an 
extensive  business,  what  could  have  prevented  Mr.  Adams 
from  making  a  rapid  fortune  ?  Nothing  probably  but  his  ex- 
traordinary good  fortune.  Having  never  been  under  the 
necessity  of  forming  connexions,  he  could  not  be  aware 
how  necessary  it  was  to  renew  them,  as  the  old  ones  dis- 
appeared in  a  mercantile  city.  Possessing  professional 
merit  which  could  only  be  estimated  hy  those  who  were 
the  least  likely  to  want  his  assistanc.?,  he  became  some- 
what impatient  at  the  subordinate  rank  in  which  he  found 
himself  in  the  profession.  Hence  from  the  obscurity  of 
his  situation,  and  his  retired  habits,  he  was  little  known, 
till  an  event  brought  him  into  notice,  and  fixed  his  future 
destinies. 

The  late  Mr.  Hunter,  though  universally  admired,  was 
in  many  parts  of  his  pathology  very  imperfectly  under- 
stood. This  gave  a  great  advantage  to  his  opponents, 
who  abused  and  misrepresented  his  discoveries  without 
danger  of  detection,  as  he  was  incapable  of  that  popular 
style  of  writing,  by  which  only  the  common  reader  can 
be  interested.  Mr.  Adams  was  well  calculated  to  rectify 
this  defect  of  his  master,  either  by  a  familiar  mode  of 
reasoning,  which  the  advantages  of  an  early  education  gave 
him,  or  by  having  been  previously  more  than  initiated 
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in  medicine,  when  he  became  Mr.  Hunter's  disciple. 
Conceiving  nothing  more  was  wanted,  in  defending  his 
master,  than  to  explain  his  meaning  in  better  selected 
terms,  he  made  a  proposal  to  write  a  general  defence 
of  him,  against  ail  his  adversaries.  This  offer  was  so 
well  received,  that  though  Mr.  Hunter  died  a  few  dajs 
afterwards,  yet  Mr.  Adams  conceived  it  a  duty  to  fulfil  his 
promise.  *  The  success  of  the  attempt  was  so  great,  that 
none  of  those  who  found  they  could  attack  Mr.  Hunter 
with  impunity,  ever  ventured  to  answer  his  defender.  Nor 
did  that  arise  from  any  indifference  with  which  they 
might  think  themselves  authorized  to  treat  a  young  au- 
thor, since  the  work  was  universally  well  received,  and 
brought  into  notice  a  character  who  till  then  seemed  to 
court  obscurity. 

Still,  however,  it  was  only  the  faculty  that  could  judge 
of  the  merits  of  the  "  Observations  on  Morbid  Poisons." 
The  public,  by  whom  the  author  was  to  live,  were  either 
indifferent  to,  or  ignorant  of,  the  question  ;  and  the  time 
which  had  been  devoted  to  a  work  abounding  with  new 
facts  +  and  close  reasoniig-,  had  probably  trenched  too  much 
on  that  constant  attention  which  is  expected  of  prac- 
titioners in  pharmacy.  Hence  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  if 
a  branch  of  the  profession,  the  emoluments  of  which  arose 
more  from  humouring  the  caprices  of  the  sick  than  from 
a  knowledge  of  their  real  complaintp,  became  every  day 
more  irksome.  This  was  soon  discovered  by  Dr.  Saunders, 
whose  kindness  to  all  the  members  of  the  profession  we 
have  had  frequent  occasion  to  mention. 

This  gentleman  having  procured  Dr.  Adams  a  degree. 


*  See  th.e  conclusicm  of  the  first  edition  of  "  Morbid  Poisons." 

■f-  In  tliis  work,  the  Cow  Pox  was  announced  to  the  public,  two  yparjp 
fcefore  Dr.  Jenner's  publication. 
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proposed  to  him  a  residence  at  Madeira,  whore  the  faculty 
wished  much  for  a  pliysician  to  whom  they  could  recom- 
mend such  patients  as  they  found  it  necessary  to  send  to 
a  warm  climate.  His  acquaintance  with  the  London  phy- 
sicians procured  him  flattering  introductions  to  the  English 
merchants,  to  the  Portuguese  nobility,  and  even  to  the 
Governor  General.  But  the  English  were  already  engaged 
with  a  physician,  whom  long  residence  had  domesticated 
among  them.  The  fame,  however,  of  such  recommenda- 
tions could  not  but  be  known  among  the  native  Portu- 
guese, and  his  success  in  that  circle  soon  acquired  emolu- 
ment far  beyond  what  he  could  have  expected  among  the 
English.  This  protracted  his  stay  for  eight  years,  during 
which  he  accomplished  his  great  object,  of  procuring  such 
accommodation  for  English  invalids,  as  has  ever  since 
rendered  Madeira  the  most  desirable  winter  quarters  for 
persons  of  weak  lungs.  He  also  furnished  the  world  with 
a  minute  description  of  the  leprosy  of  that  island,  and  cor- 
rected an  error,  whicli  had  been  admitted  from  the  days  of 
Aretaeus,  or  rather  copied  from  him  by  almost  every  suc- 
ceeding author.  He  was  not  less  successful  in  settling 
the  controversy  concerning  the  itch,  ascribed  by  some  to 
an  insect,  which  others,  the  most  diligent  and  faithful 
among  the  faculty,  never  could  discover.  Dr.  Adams 
found,  as  is  often  the  case,  that  both  parties  were  right, 
and  that  the  error  arose  from  each  describing  a  different 
disease. 

From  the  time  that  Cow-pox  was  introduced,  "  Morbid 
Poisons"  liad  become  a  subject  of  most  interesting  in- 
quiry among  the  faculty,  and  a  new  edition  of  the  only 
work  in  which  even  the  term  had  been  adopted  was  in 
great  demand.  But  the  author  found  he  could  not  ac- 
complish this  to  his  mind  without  returning  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, particularly  without  visiting  Scotland,  where  sivvens 
(a  disease  confounded  with  the  venereal  eruptions)  is  to 
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be  met  with  principally  in  the  autumn.  Having  com- 
pleted this  part  of  his  inquiry,  he  arrived  in  London 
just  at  the  period  of  the  late  Dr.  Woodville's  demise. 
The  unanimous  voice  of  the  faculty  fixed  on  Dr.  Adams 
as  his  successor.  His  knowledge  of  morbid  poisons 
and  cutaneous  diseases;  his  havino- first  announced  Cow 
Pox  to  the  world;  and  the  discoveries  on  this  new 
subject,  expected  from  the  opportunities  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital  afforded,  rendered  all  opposition  to  his  ap- 
pointment fruitless.  Even  the  laws  of  the  hospital,  and 
the  statutes  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  were  dis- 
pensed with  on  this  occasion  ;  and  a  member  of  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Company,  was  appointed  by  universal  consent 
Physician  to  an  hospital,  on  the  reports  of  which,  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  whole  kingdom  was  at  that  time  fixed. 

This  was  not  the  only  honor  reserved  for  Dr.  Adams. 
During  his  absence  from  England,  the  College  had  made 
a  statute^,  that  no  one  should  be  admitted  to  examination 
for  the  town  practice,  unless  he  produced  a  certificate  of 
having  passed  two  academical  seasons  at  some  university. 
It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that,  at  his  age,  and  with  his 
stock  of  experience,  he  should  retire  to  an  university, 
where  he  could  gain  no  additional  medical  knowledge. 
Of  this  the  college  were  so  well  satisfied,  that  they  sus- 
pended their  law  in  his  favour,  and  admitted  him  to 
privileges  which  they  had  refused  to  every  other  person 
under  similar  circumstances.  From  that  time  Dr.  Adams 
has  been  gradually  rising  in  the  general  estimation  as 
he  has  become  more  known  to  the  public,  being  now  at 
the  head  of  the  practice  in  cutaneous  diseases,  for  which 
he  is  so  well  fitted,  by  the  nice  discrimination  and  acute 
logical  reasoning  which  his  works  display.  Besides  his 
"  Morbid  Poisons,"  he  has  published  an  edition  of  Hun- 
terV  treatise  on  the  Venereal  Disease,  with  a  commentary 
and  notes;  a  treatise  on  the  Cancerous  Breast;  a  treatise 
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on  Hereditary  Diseases;  an  Inquiry  into  the  Cause  of 
Epidemics;  a  popular  View  of  Vaccination;  and  very 
lately  an  Illustration  of  Mr.  Hunter's  Doctrines,  princi- 
pally on  the  Life  of  the  Blood,  in  answer  io  the  Edin- 
burgh Review  of  Mr.  Abernethy's  Lectures  :  thus  be* 
ginning  and  finishing  his  literary  career  in  defence  of  Jiis 
master ;  but  without  that  blind  attachment  which  would 
admit  of  no  improvement  sinee  his  time. 


DR.  BUXTON, 

LiCENtlATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHVSICIAffS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  LONDON  HOSPITAL. 


XHE  college  and  the  church  are  so  entwined  together, 
that  the  passage  is  easy  from  the  one  to  the  other,  but 
more  are  found  to  leave  the  sacred  threshold  for  the  thorny 
paths  of  practice  than  the  reverse.  The  college  has  at 
present  but  two  instances  of  the  latter  in  Dr.  Fearon  and 
Dr.  Holland,  and  powerful  temptations  were  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  latter.  The  present  individual  is  an  in- 
stance of  the  former,  in  addition  to  several  others  we 
have  already  noticed. 

Dr.  Buxton  is  the  son  of  a  London  trader,  who  lived 
at  Highbury,  and  his  connexions  are  all  in  commercial 
life.  In  his  outset  his  original  intentions  were  for  the 
church,  which  he  followed  for  some  time  as  a  dissenting 
clergyman^  as  we  havie  stated  j  but  time  and  circumstances 
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gave  a  new  turn  to  his  ideas,  when  medicine  became  his  fa- 
vorite pursuit.  At  the  University  of  Gottingen  he  studied 
several  years  in  the  German  school.  Here  he  took  his  de- 
gree, and  after  attending  the  London  hospitals  commenced 
practice.  He  was  first  appointed  Physician  to  the  Surry 
Dispensary,  and  afterwards  Physician  to  that  of  Gravel 
Lane.  On  tlie  death  of  Dr.  Hamilton  he  succeeded  to  the 
London  Hospital.       v   •- 


DR.  W.  M.  BOYTON, 

'■'''   ' '(CANDIDATE  F5R) 
FELLOW  OF  THE   ROYAL  COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS. 

Professional  inheritance  gives  an  emulation  to 
an  ingenuous  mind  to  stand  on  a  par  with  those  relatives 
who  have  preceded  us>  The  present  respectable  indi- 
vidual we  have  no  doubt  will  shew  himself  the  deserving 
son  of  the  eminent  medical  character  from  whom  he  is 
descended. 

Dr.  William  Montgomery  Boy  ton  is  a  native  of  Dub- 
lin :  his  father  is  an  eminent  physician  there,  a  Fellow  of 
the  College  of  Physicians,  the  King's  Professor  of  the 
Theory  of  Medicine  in  the  School  of  Physic  in  Ireland, 
and  the  physician  of  many  medical  charities  in  Dublin. 

Dr.  W.  Boyton  was  educated  in  Trinity  College,  Dub- 
lin ;  graduated  in  arts  in  1805,  and  in  1811  in  medicine  : 
he  attended  most  of  the  public  medical  institutions  (as  a 
pupil)  in  Dublin,  more  particularly  Stephens's  and  Sir 
Pat.  Dun's  Hospitals,  the  most  respectable  schools  of  prac- 
tical instruction  in  that  metropolis.  The  latter  is  (under 
an  act  of  parliament)  placed  in  the  management  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  of  Ireland,  and  the  College  Pro- 
fessors give  the  Clinical  Lectures  here  in  succession. 
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Dr.  Bo^'ton  was  some  time  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  army ;  first  in  the  ordnance  service,  from  which 
lie  retired  on  the  death  of  his  friend  Sir  John  Hayes, 
the  head  of  that  establishment ;  he  was  subsequently 
appointed,  by  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  Surgeon  of  his 
Lordship's  regiment,  the  Kilkenny  militia;  the  duties  of 
which  office  he  discharged  till  the  peace,  when  he  re- 
signed it,  to  pursue  private  practice.  While  his  regiment 
was  in  England,  the  charge  of  the  general  military  hos- 
pital at  Harwich  was  committed  to  him  by  the  Army 
Medical  Board,  and  he  received  their  thanks  for  the  mode 
of  discharging  that  duty. 

Dr.  Boy  ton  was  Physician,  during  the  time  he  practised 
in  Dublin,  to  several  public  establishments.     With  Mr. 
Ryall  (Surgeon  and  Oculist  to  their  Royal  Highnesses 
the  Dukes  of  Kent  and  Clarence)  Dr.  Boyton  succeeded 
in  establishing,  in  Dublin,  an  institution  for  relief  of  the 
diseases  of  the  eye,  which  received  the  patronage  of  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  (Lord  Viscount  Whit- 
worth),   an  institution  much  wanted  in  the  sister  country  ; 
and  the  zeal  and  talent  of  Mr.  Ryall  will  no  doubt  conti-' 
nue  to  preserve  this  invaluable  establishment  in  public 
estimation.     During  his  connexion  with  it.  Dr.  Boyton's 
views  were  directed  to  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  and  their 
treatment,  as  they  fall  within  the  province  of  the  physi- 
cian. 

In  the  short  period,  therefore,  of  Dr.  Boyton's  medical 
career,  he  has  shewn  himself  equally  zealous  for  the  im- 
provement of  his  profession  as  the  interests  of  humanity. 
In  his  official  capacity  his  conduct  has  drawn  from  the 
highest  medical  authorities  the  most  flattering  proofs  of 
approbation,  and  with  these  strong  recommendations, 
and  his  own  industry,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his 
standing  high  in  time  as  a  metropolitan  physician— both 
in  college  rank  and  practice. 
S 
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DR.  E.  G.  JONES, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  ^ 
PHYSICIAN  TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF 
YORK  ;  AND  TO  THE  QUEEN'S  LYING-IN  HOSPITAL. 

XHERE  is  a  pride  in  professional  science  which  dis- 
dains to  receive  truths  from  irregular  hands.  This  preju- 
dice the  present  individual  has  happily  surmounted,  and 
like  the  celebrated  Paracelsus  he  has  not  scrupled  to  re- 
ceive information  from  every  quarter  where  it  promised 
benefit  to  mankind. 

This  gentleman  is  a  native  of  Hampshire.  His  prin- 
cipal professional  studies  were  conducted  at  Edinburgh, 
where  he  took  his  degree.  But  besides  this  he  had 
extensive  opportunities  of  study  in  the  hospitals  abroad, 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  few,  and  which  he  zealously  im- 
proved; and  he  is  likewise  a  member  of  a  foreign  Uni- 
versity of  high  respect,  as  well  as  of  Edinburgh.  For 
some  years  he  became  domestic  physician  to  the  late 
Mr.  Crawford,  of  Achenhaimes,  a  gentleman  of  large 
fortune,  a  patient  of  Sir  W.  Farquhar,  and  a  martyr 
to  the  gout.  In  the  course  of  his  travels  with  that 
gentleman,  who  sought  ease  from  place  to  place 
and  tried  to  purchase,  "  what  wealth  could  not  buy,'' 
relief  from  pain,  Dr.  Jones  met  in  France  with  the  cele- 
brated Eau  Medicinalle  of  the  Chevalier  Husson.  From 
its  effects  on  his  patient  he  was  induced,  on  his  return,  to 
lay  it  before  the  public,  who  have  appreciated  tiie  merit 
of  this  as  of  e\evy  other  similar  discovery  in  gout.  It 
is,  however,  but  just  to  say,  it  is  the  only  compof^ition  yet 
brought  forward,  which  appears  to  have  an  influence  on 
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the  gouty  diathesis;  which  is  confirmed  by  the  profes- 
sional testimoDj  of  Dr.  T.  H,  Myers  in  his  own  person, 
a  testimony  worth  a  thousand  others ;  and  the  question  is, 
whether  a  constitutional  disease,  such  as  this,  ought  to 
be  removed,   or  only  its  paroxysms  kept  under  limita- 
tions with  safety  to  the  patient.     The  voice  of  experience 
decides  in  favour  of  the  latter.     The  voice  of  improve- 
ment and  experimental  science  holds  out  a  different  lan- 
guage.    But  it  is  much  to  Dr.  Jones's  credit,  that  he  has 
brought  forward  this  medicine,    as  it  has  made  us  ac- 
quainted with  some  new  facts  respecting  the  disease;  and 
it  has  set  ingenuity  at  work  to  discover  the  real  com- 
position of   this   specific.      Though  it  be  not  yet  satis- 
factorily determined,  whether  the  basis  of  it  be  the  vera- 
trum,  as  Mr.  Moore  has  ingeniously  attempted  to  shew, 
or  the  colchicum  autumnale,  which  subsequent  inquiries, 
especially  those  of  Mr.  Want,  have  rendered  it  very  pro- 
bable.    Yet  if  time  should  lead  to  the  certain  discovery  of 
the  basis  of  this  remedy,  whatever  it  may  be,  it  will  be 
undoubtedly  considered  as  an  important  article  of  the  Ma- 
teria Medica;  the  prejudices  which  must  naturally  prevail 
against  it,  while  its  composition  remains  a  secret,  will 
then  be  removed :  in  the  hands  of  the  skilful  practitioner, 
who  will  then  certainly  not  hesitate  to  prescribe  it  on  ap- 
propriate occasions,  it  will  prove  a  most  valuable  remedy, 
and  Dr.  Jones  will  at  least  have  had  the  merit  of  intro- 
ducing a  medicine  of  hitherto  unknown  efficacy,  in  the 
treatment  of  what  has  been  always  considered  an  untract- 
able  disease. 

The  introduction  of  this  medicine  will  naturally  give 
Dr.  Jones,  in  future,  a  lead  in  gout,  as  the  attention  this 
disease  has  claimed  from  hin-i  for  such  a  series  of  years, 
must  render  him  master  of  all  its  various  and  deceptive 
appearances,  ahd  acquainted  with  every  means  of  giving 
relief.     Dr.  Jones  has  been  appointed  Physician  to  His 
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Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York;  and  also,  in  1811, 

he  was    elected    consulting  Physician  to    the    Queen's  ,        -^ 

Lying-in-Hospital.    A   ^^'^'^^^2  ^/^"  ""/^^I.^^  ^ 

DH.  SAMUEL  MERRIMAN,         PaJC^iJ- 

PHYSICIAN-ACCOUCHEUR  TO  THE  MIDDLESEX  HOS- 
PITAL, AND  TO  THE  WESTMINSTER  GENERAL  DIS- 
PENSARY. 

▼  T  E  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  remark  upon  the 
importance  and  utility  of  the  department  of  Midwifery. 
When  it  is  considered  that  to  the  care  of  the  obstetric 
practitioner  is  confided,  during  the  agonizing  period  of 
childbirth,  the  welfare  and  even  the  life  of  the  cherished 
wife,  or  the  valued  mother  of  a  numerous  family ;  that 
upon  his  skill,  the  preservation  of  the  child  likewise  in  a 
great  measure  depends ;  and  that  it  is  often  necessary  to 
consult  him  in  dangerous  and  obscure  diseases,  which 
the  physician  who  piques  himself  upon  the  pMnYy  of  his 
practice,  is  at  a  loss  how  to  detect  or  to  treat ;  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  accoucheur  ought  to  possess  no 
raean  share  of  medical  talent :  to  him  likewise  we  look 
up  as  to  a  man  of  strict  honour  and  integrity,  because  it 
is  well  known,  that  from  the  nature  of  his  profession,  his 
intercourse  with  the  families  of  his  patients  must  fre- 
quently be  of  a  more  delicate  nature,  than  falls  to  the  lot 
of  many  other  members  of  the  medical  faculty. 

If  we  look  back  upon  the  lis?^of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons who,  during  the  last  fifty  or  sixty  years,  have  been 
eminent  in  the  practice  of  midwifery,  we  shall  find  that 
for  general  science,  for  professional  skill,  for  indepen- 
dence of  character,  for  honour,  for  uprightness,  for  libe- 
rality, they  are  equal  to  any  of  their  brethren  in  the  other 
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branches  of  (he  healing  art.  The  names  of  Ford,  of 
Hunter,  of  JBromfield,  of  White,  of  Osboi^n,  of  Orme, 
of  Krohn,  of  Denman,  of  Bland,  and  a  long  etcetera, 
shed  a  lusfre  up5n  the*"  obstetric  practice,  which  must 
alwajs  place  it  in  a  distinguished  rank  among  the  sciences. 

Among  those  who  have  contributed  to  raise  this  drt  in 
the  estimation  of  the  world,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention 
f  Dr.  Merriman,  senior,  formerlj  of  Queen-street,  May- 
fair,  uncle  to  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir,  who  has 
passed  through  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  an  active  and 
useful  life,  with  an  eminent  character  for  learning,  sa<ra- 

.    .  »C         .  &'         to 

city,  and  disinterestedness.  With  talents  of  a  superior 
nature,  and  a  very  large  share .  of  medical  acumen,  he 
might  easily  have  attained  the  highest  rank  of  professional 
elevation,  but  his  chief  happiness  was  placed  in  his  family 
circle  and  his  books,  and  he  never  strove  to  raise  himself 
to  distinction,  by  the  usual  means  of  courting  popularity 
and  acquiring  fame.  His  unwearied  assiduity  and  success 
in  obstetric  practice,  shall  not  however  pass  unrecorded.^ 
we  will  say  of  him  in  the  words  of  Horace  : 


non  e^o  te  meis 


Chartis  inoruatum  silebo, 

Totve  tuos  paliar  labores 

Impune carpere  lividas 

Obliviones  :  est  auimus  tibi 

Rerumque  prudens,  et  in  secundls 

Temporibus-dubiisque  rectus. 

After  having  completed  his  medical  studies  at  Edin- 
burgh, he  graduated  there  in  the  yeaF  1753,  having  first 
published  his  Inaugural  Dissertation  "  De  Conceptu," 
which  has  been  reprinted  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
"  Thesaurus  Medicus."  Soon  after  this  he  settled  in 
London,  and  began  the  Practice  of  Midwifery,  which  he 
continued  till  the  year  1812* having,  during  his  profes- 
sional  career,   attended   the    immense  number  of  more 
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then  Jifteen  thousand  labour s^  unconnected  with  hospitals, 
dispensaries,  or  any  other  charitable  institution. 

Dr.  Merriinan,  ihe  noplievv,  is  a  native  of  Marlborough, 
in  Wiltshire,  and  began  his  education  at  the  Free  School 
of  that  town,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev,  Joseph  Edwards. 
His  father  was  largely  concerned  in  a  brewery,  and  pub- 
iislied  several  tracts  chiefly  relating  to  political  economj  . 
His  mother  was  a  niece  of  that  upright  and  independant 
judge  Sir  Michael  Foster,  whose  "Discourses  on  the 
Crown  Law"  are  held  in  high  estiraatioHj  and  are  fre- 
quently quoted  in  our  Courts  of  Justice. 

At  an  early  age  young  Merriinan  lost  his  father^^and 
was  immediately  received  into  the  house  of  his  excellent 
uncle,  under  whose  able  tuition  and  direction,  he  began 
his  medical  studies,  and  endeavoured  to  obtain  those 
sound  views  of  the  science,  which  are  essentially  necessary 
to  all  who  hope  to  reach  any  degree  of  eminence  as  prac- 
titioners of  Medicine.  While  he  was  yet  availing  him- 
self of  the  various  sources  of  information  and  improve- 
ment which  this  great  metropolis  affords,  he  was  suddenly 
called  upon  by  the  severe  illness  of  his  cousin,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  and  midwifery, 
to  undertake  the  management  of  his  business,  and 
upon  tlie  death  of  this  relation  in  1800,  he  continued 
it  upon  his  own  account.  About  this  tinje  he  married 
the  only  surviving  daughter  of  his  uncle,  and  after- 
wards finding  the  department  of  pharmacy  to  inter- 
fere too  much  with  his  obstetrical  practice  he  determined, 
in  the  year  1807,  to  relinquish  the  former  altogether. 

It  was  now  strongly  recommended  to  him  by  his  friends 
to  procure  a  Diploma,  constituting  him  a  Doctor  of  Phy- 
sic, and  three  physicians  of  the  highest  rank  in  London 
having  signed  a  testimonial  in  his  favour,  he  received  an 
honorary  Diploma  from  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen, 
which,  however,  the  professors  would  not  grant  till  they 
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had  received  a  second  certificate  of  his  having  actually  un- 
dergone a  personal  examination  as  to  his  medical. abilities. 
-Y^^       Soon  after  he  had  received   his  degree,  he  became  a 
-^- ./cf<^<^candidate  to  succeed  the  late  Dr.  Boys,  as  Physician- Ac- 
/-^^    coucheur  to  the  Westminster  General  Dispensary,  and 
after  a  close  run  contest  against  Dr.  Clough,  the  other 
candidate,  he  gained  his  election,  chiefly  through  the  in- 
terest of  his  uncle's  old  friend  Dr.  Denman.     The  number 
of  patients  delivered  at  their  own  habitations  at  the  ex- 
pense of  this  charity,  amounts  to  between  500  and  600 
annually;  and  thus  an  excellent  opportunity  is  afforded  of 
seeing  and  treating  the  more  difficult  cases  of  Midwifery, 
and  the  diseases  connected  with  the  obsteti  ic  art.     A  few  ^ 
months  before  this,    Dr.  Merriman  had  been  appointed  by 
the  Governors  of  the  Poor  ofttie  Parish  of  St.  George,  Han- 
over-square, to  take  the  charge  of  all  the  midwifery  cases 
which  required  extraordinary  assistance,   and   upon    the 
death  of  Dr.  Poignand  in  1809,  he  was  unanimously  electa 
/■uh  JZ  «d  Physician-Accouciieur  to  the  Middlcbcx  Hospital. 

At  this  highly  respectable  establishment,  which  it  has 
been  generally  supposed  might  be  made  a  medical  school 
second  to  none  in  this  metropolis,  Dr.  Merriman  began, 
in  the  year  1812,  to  give  lectures  on  midwifery ;  and  hig 
success  a^  a  lecturer  is  reported  to  have  been  unusually 
flattering. 

Dr.  Merriman  has  published  several  pamphlets  on 
medical  subjects. 

J.  Observations  on  some  late  Attempts  to  depreciate 
the  Value  and  Efficacy  of  Vaccine  Inoculation,  8vo.  1805. 

2.  A  Dissertation  on  the  Retroversion  of  the  Womb, 
including  some  Observations  on  Extra- Uterine  Gestation. 
Svo.  1810. 

3.  A  Synopsis  of  the  various  kinds  of  difficult  Parturi- 
tion, with  pratical  Remarks  on  the  Management  of  La- 
hours.     ]2mo.  1814.    2'^  tUctZ<r>^i     A^eyC-  c^  fTi^ U^ 
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M.R.C.P. 


FREDERICK  BLTJNDSTONE  WHITE,  M.D 

F.L.b. 

Db  E  B.  White  died  at  Tetbury,  Gloucestershire,  on  February 
4  in  his  eighty-third  year.  Having  finished  his  studies  at 
St  George- 8  Hospital,  he  became  a  Member  of  the  CoUege  of 
SurgeonB^ndon,  in  1813,  and  soon  after  passed  the  Army 
Seal  Board,  and  ^as  appointed  to  the  73rd  Regnnent 
which  he  joined  in  Holland.  He  was  present  ^t  the  siege^ 
Bergen-op-Zoom,March8,  1814,  under  G^en^^^lf,"^,^; ™S 
(aftlrwards  Lord  Lynedoch),  when  nearly  all  the  British 
olSers  were  cut  to  pSes  or  made  prisoners,  and  volunteered 

to  look  after  his  men  when  Pr^^o^f  «-%P°?^*^^^r'^v  in 
danger.  In  1815  the  73rd  was  ordered  to  Pm  the  army  in 
BelSum,  and  Dr.  White  was  present  at  Quatre-Bras  and 
W&,  his  regiment  having  but  three  offi-rs  f  killedor 
wounded.  After  these  engagements  he  went  with  the  army 
7o  Paris.  On  coming  home,  the  2nd  Battalion  (to  which  he 
was  attached)  was  disbanded,  and  after  four  years'  service Jie 
went  on  half-pay;  married  in  1820;  and  took  ^o  pnv^te 
practice  at  Nether  Stowey,  in  Somersetshire.  In  1827  he  was 
Offered  the  appointment  of  Surgeon-m-Ordinary  to  the  Me 
King,  then  Duke  of  Clarence,  which  he  declined     but  in  tne 

samf  year  moved  to  Tetbury,  ^^^^f  ^^^  P^^f.t^'^^^/^J'c.S 
and  in  1840  he  proceeded  as  an  extra-licentiate  «*  the  College 
of  Physicians,  London;  then  M.D.  Giessen  and  M.R.C.P. 
(exam  )  in  1 859.  He  was  also  Physician  to  Tetbury  Dispensary, 
and  F  L  S  Dr.  White's  keen  perception,  accurate  diagnosis 
and  genial  manner  secured  him  the  affectionate  regard  of  all 
classes,  and  his  opinion  was  much  valued  even  after  his  retire- 
ment from  active  work  in  the  two  counties  ^^^f f.  t^-  "e 
returned  only  last  autumn  to  Tetbury,  the  scene  of  his  former 
labours,  to  pass  peacefully  away  in  a  ripe  old  age. 
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He  has  besides  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  different 
journals,  and  periodical  publications,  and  communicated 
to  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  of  which  he  is  a 
member^ 

"  A  case  of  difficult  Parturition  occasioned  bj  a  Drop- 
sical Ovarium  ;"  and  "  Some  Observations  on  the  Practic* 
of  inducing  premature  Labour  in  certain  cases  of  distorted 
Pelvis,"  which  are  published  in  the  3d  volume  of  that 
Society's  Transactions- 

Of  this  gentleman  we  may  concludo  that  he  is  a  Pro-  '^^tS.^^J 
fessional  character  of  rising  merit ;    ard  though   chiefly    ''''^^J, 

confining  himself  to  the  business  of  the  accoucheur,  his 

science  and  medical  acquirements  entitle  him  to  rank  high 
as  a  general  practitioner. 


DR.  AINSLIE,  P^yJCe^ 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

X  O  act  a  secondary  part  is  not  always  the  shortest  road 
to  success ;  and  the  connexion  of  the  present  individual 
with  the  late  Dr.  Reynolds,  though  highly  respectable, 
has  accelerated  his  progress  less  than  if  he  had  trusted 
from  the  commencement  to  himself.  The  high  rank  he 
now  holds  he  would  perhaps  have  sooner  attained. 

Dr.  Ainslie  is  the  son  of  a  physician  at  Kendal,  who 
left  him  a  large  fortune.  He  received,  at  his  native  town, 
the  first  rudiments  of  his  education,  and  in  a  proper  time 
removed  to  Cambridge,  where  he  eminently  distinguished 
himself  in  general  science,  and  particularly  by  his  pro- 
gress in  mathematics.  Such  were  his  attainments,  that  he 
became  a  wrangler  at  that  university,  a  proof  both  of  his 
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proficiency  and  talents.  Though  tlie  pursuit  of  his  pro- 
fessional studies  began  and  ended  at  Cambridge,  with  a 
vietv  to  his  preferment  in  the  College,  yet  his  chief  in- 
struction was  derived  by  a  residence  at  Edinburgh,  where 
he  continued  the  regular  time,  and  attended  the  different 
lectures.  At  leaving  Edinburgh  he  took  his  degree  of 
Doctor,  at  Cambridge ;  visited  the  ditferent  hospitals  of 
the  metropolis;  and  entered  as  a  fellow  of  the  College 
preparatory  to  practice.  His  connexion  than  began  with 
the  late  Dr.  Reynolds,  who  was  fond  of  patronizing  young 
physicians,  and  for  whom  he  occasionally  officiated.  Dr. 
Ainslie  we  have  stated  as  a  man  of  general  science,  and 
his  attention  has  accordingly  not  been  bestowed  solely  to 
professional  pursuits.  He  has  occasionally  devoted  his 
hours  to  rural  improvenie^it;  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  has 
been  twice  presented  with  the  gold  medal  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  London,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  for  his  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  communications  on  the  planting  of 
Forrest  Trees,  a  subject  highly  important  in  a  national 
view  and  highly  creditable  to  the  individual  who  prose- 
cutes it.  To  clothe  the  barren  heath,  and  extend  and 
promote  vegetable  life,  is  a  task  more  pleasing  and  suc- 
cessful in  its  attempts  than  to  prop  up  with  doubtful  and 
too  often  unsuccessful  care  the  decaying  stems  of  animal 
existence.  The  one  presents  the  picture  of  hope,  anima- 
tion, and  pleasure,  in  its  pursuit ;  the  other  presents  the 
sombre  shade  of  chagrin,  disappointment  and  ennui.  t 

Dr.  Ainslie  has  not  appeared,  as  far  as  we  know,  as  a 
literary  character  in  medicine.  His  practice  lies  chiefly 
among  the  higher  ranks,  or  who  may  be  properly  styled 
the  rich,  the  giddy,  and  the  gay.  He  has  been  even 
occasionally  called  in  to  royalty,  by  an  attendance  on  the 
Duke  of  Sussex ;  and  had  he  been  less  independent  he 
would  have  been  little  behind  a  Halford  or  a  Baillie,  in 
liis  extent  of  business. 
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JOHN  RICHARD  FARRE,  M.B. 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 


X  HE  subject  of  this  memoir  is  a  native  of  Barbadoes, 
and  at  a  tender  age  was  preserved,  under  Providence, 
hy  the  watchful  care  of  his  father,  in  the  dreadful  hur- 
ricane of  1780,*  which  desolated  that  island,  and  de- 
stroyed upwards  of  three  thousand  persons,  out  of  a 
population  scarcely  exceeding  eighty  thousand ;  and 
property,  according  to  official  returns,  amounting  to 
one  million,  eighteen  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  pounds  sterling.  His  father's  house,  in 
common  with  most  of  the  public  and  private  buildings, 
yielded  to  the  fury  of  the  wind  and  fell  at  mid- 
night, about  the  eighteenth  hour  of  the  tempest.  At 
this  hour   of  impending  death,  he  was  rescued  by   his 


*  In  the  same  year,  1780,  Mr.  Thomas  Skeete,  one  of  many 
young  gentlemen,  whom  his  father  had  educated  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  left  his  service,  after  having  resided  wilh  him  six  years, 
to  pursue  his  studies  in  London.  He  became  a  favoured  pupil  of 
Dr.  Saunders,  through  whose  interest  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Physicians  to  Guy's  Hospital,  after  residing  some  time  at  Edinburgh, 
and  graduating  at  Glasgow.  By  this  and  two  other  appointments 
of  public  trust,  he  conferred  honour  on  his  country,  and  his  first 
master,  to  whom  he  expressed  his  obligations  in  his  work  on  Quilled 
and  Red  Peruvian  Bark,  dedicated  to  Dr.  Saunders ;  and  if  his  va- 
luable life  had  been  spared,  it  is  certain  that  he  would  have  suc^ 
cccded  Dr.  Saunders,  as  the  leading  physician  in  the  city. 
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father  and  conveyed,  the  lightning  serving  as  his  a:uide, 
to  a  place  of  safety. 

After  the  usual  classical  education,  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  and  surgery  under  his  father,  who 
accompanied  him  to  England  in  1792,  and  entered  him  a 
dresser  for  two  years  to  the  united  Hospitals  of  Guy's 
and  St.  Thomas's,  under  Mr.  Forster,  and  a  perpetual 
pupil  to  all  the  lectures  at  that  excellent  medical  school. 

At  the  close  of  the  following  year,  he  passed  his  exa- 
mination at  Surgeons'  Hall,  and  obtained  his  Diploma,  as 
Surgeon.  His  object  in  doing  this  was  to  accompany  his 
master,  Mr.  Forster,  to  the  south  of  France,  in  the  ex- 
pedition under  the  Earl  of  Moira,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quiring a  knowledge  of  military  surgery.  He  served  as 
hospital  mate  for  three  months,  but  disappointed  in  both 
his  objects,  by  his  master  having  declined  the  appoint- 
ment of  surgeon  on  the  staff,  and  by  the  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition, he  resigned  his  situation,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Director  of  the  Staff,  the  late  Sir  J.  M.  Hayes, 
and  quitting  the  army,  returned  to  London  to  pursue  his 
studies. 

Besides  his  application  to  the  practice  of  medicine, 
under  Dr.  Saunders,  he  devoted  every  spare  moment  to 
dissection  which  was  not  occupied  by  his  other  studies. 
His  attention  to  anatomy  attracted  the  noticeof  Mr.  Astley 
Cooper,  who,  in  the  spring  of  1795,  appointed  him  to 
demonstrate  the  relative  situation  and  structure  of  the 
abdominal  and  thoracic  viscera  at  Surgeons'  Hall,  during 
his  lectures  on  those  organs,  before  the  Corporation  of 
Surgeons. 

In  the  following  winter,  he  sailed  from  England  in 
the  unfortunate  fleet  under  Admiral  Christian,  and  after  a 
stormy  and  perilous  voyage,  commenced  by  having  nearly 
suffered  shipwreck,  the  fate  of  many  others  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  interrupted  by  seeking  shelter  in  Grand  Canary 
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from  the  clangers  of  a  leaky  ship,  which  for  three  weeks 
had  nearly  exhausted  the  strength  of  the  passengers  and 
seamen  to  keep  her  from  foundering,  he  was  enabled, 
through  the  disinterested  and  generous  conduct  of  Mr. 
Ilussell  (a  Spanish  gentleman  and  merchant)  to  the  cap- 
tain, to  pursue  his  voyage  to  Barbadoes,  where  he  arrived 
at  the  end  of  fourteen  weeks  after  his  departure  from 
England — a  voyage  which  is  usually  completed  in  five 
weeks,  or  even  in  a  shorter  period,  lie  was  well  received 
by  his  countrymen,  and  although  his  voyage  was  only 
intended  as  a  visit  to  his  family,  before  he  settled  in  Eng- 
land, he  was  soon  extensively  engaged  in  operative  sur- 
gery, and  was  appointed,  during  his  stay.  Surgeon  to  the 
St.  Michael's  regiment.  In  1797,  he  re-crossed  the  At- 
lantic with  his  countryman,  Mr.  Jones,  whose  education 
was  entrusted  to  his  direction  ;  and  in  the  ensuing  win- 
ter refreshed  his  memory  with  anatomy  by  initiating  his 
pupil  into  that  important  study. 

He  married  the  only  daughter  of  William  Crawley,  Esq. 
of  London,  and  attempted  to  settle  in  the  metropolis;  but 
the  declining  health  of  his  parents  requiring  a  change  of 
climate,  he  again  went  out  to  Barbadoes,  with  the  view 
of  attending  them  to  England.  On  his  arrival  it  was  a 
great  source  of  grief  to  him  to  find  that  his  excellent 
father  had  ventured  on  a  voyage  to  Bermuda,  and  died 
there.  He  again  practised  operative  surgery  and  mid- 
wifery, during  his  stay  at  Barbadoes,  but  returned  to 
England  in  the  summer  of  1800,  accompanied  by  his  mo- 
ther, who  was  suffering  under  one  of  the  severest  chronic 
diseases  incident  to  a  warm  climate,  and  he  had  the  un- 
happiness  to  lose  her  in  the  following  winter. 

He  now  became  very  intimate  with  the  late  Mr.  Saun- 
ders, Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
and  cultivated  with  him  the  more  difficult  points  in 
practical  anatomy,  recommencing  the  study  of  Morbid 

o« 
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Anatomy,  to  which  he  has  ever  since  chiefly  devoted  hi3 
leisure.  In  1802,  he  graduated  at  Ghisgow,  and  resided 
the  time  required  by  the  London  College,  at  Edinburgh, 
where  he  attended  the  practice  of  the  Infirmary,  the  me- 
dical, clinical,  chemical,  and  philosophical  classes. 

In  1804  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
London.  At  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  publishing  his 
friend  Dr.  Jones's  *  work  on  haemorrhage,  the  manuscript 
of  which  had  been  left  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose,  and 
aided  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Saunders,  he  largely  confirmed 
the  facts  contained  in  that  work  previous  to  its  publica- 
tion. In  the  same  year  he  assisted  Mr.  Saunders,  in 
establishing  the  London  Infirmary  for  curing  Diseases 
of  the  Eye,  of  which  he  was  appointed  the  consulting 
physician,  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  direct  the 
medical  department  of  that  charity.  His  present  col- 
leagues are  Mr.  Travers,  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's  Hos- 
pital, and  Mr.  Lawrence,  Assistant-Surgeon  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital. 

In  1806  he  was  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  the  College  of 
Physicians.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  physician 
to  the  London  Dispensary,  and  resigned  the  duties  of  that 
office  in  1810.  In  the  same  year  his  friend,  Mr.  Saunders, 
died,  and  in  1811  he  published  his  posthumous  work,  to 
which  he  added  a  short  account  of  the  author's  life,  and 
his  method  of  curing  the  congenital  cataract,  illustrating 
the  facts  contained  in  the  work  by  a  variety  of  plates. 

His  own  publications  are:  Cases  of  hydrocele  with 
reflexions,  in  the  Medical  Records  and  Researches,  pub- 
lished  in  1798.    Cases  of   Cynanche    laryngaea,  in  the 

*  This  excellent  Physician  left  Barbadoes  for  the  recovery  of  liis 
health  in  1812,  and  died  at  sea.  He  fell  an  early  sacrifice  to  the 
unwearied  discharge  of  his  professional  duties,  and  left  a  name 
honoured  by  the  profession,  and  beloved  by  his  countrymen. 


197 

Medico-Chirurgical-Transactions  for  1812,  with  a  view 
to  the  accurate  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  a  disease 
which  destroyed,  in  one  year,  two  distinguished  physicians, 
Dr.  Pitcairn,  and  Sir  John  M.  Hayes,  before  mentioned. 
In  1812,  the  First  Part  of  the  Order,  Tumours,  of  his 
Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  Liver,  with  coloured  plates.  In 
1814,  his  Essay  on  Malformation  of  the  Heart,  illustrated 
by  plain  engravings.  In  1815,  the  second  Part  of  tlie 
Order,  Tumours,  of  his  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  Liver. 

His  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  Alimentary  Canal,  in- 
tended as  a  continuation  of  Dr.  Baillie's  series,  will  shortly 
go  to  press ;  the  engravings  for  the  first  Fasciculus  of 
that  work  being  completed. 

From  the  preceding  view  of  Dr.  Farre's  professional 
progress,  the  improvement  of  the  science  has  formed  his 
great  and  laudable  ambition,  and  this  he  has  attempted 
on  a  foundation  of  all  others  the  most  certain  and  solid, 
by  connecting  the  diagnostics  and  appearances  of  disease 
for  the  mutual  illustration  and  discrimination  of  each. 
In  introducing  his  work  on  the  Liver,  he  observes,  that 
his  views  are  to  inquire  into  the  anatomical  character, 
symptoms,  and  treatment  of  certain  diseases,  which  im- 
pair or  destroy  the  structure  of  that  viscus ;  and  the  ob- 
jects of  such  inquiry  he  considers  as  best  obtained, 

1st.  By  selecting  from  the  histories  of  fatal  cases  of 
hepatic  diseases,  the  signs  which  accompany  the  palpable 
changes  of  structure  in  the  Liver. 

2dly.  By  describing  from  the  dissections  of  the  sajne 
cases  the  anatomical  characters  of  those  changes  of 
structure;  and  by  thus  connecting,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
done,  the  symptoms  with  the  morbid  appearances. 

."^dly.  By  investigating  the  treatment  whicli  was  pre- 
scribed according  to  the  symptoms,  and  by  determinino- 
its  propriety  from  the  nature  of  the  disease  ascertained  by- 
anatomy. 
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Medicine  ought  neither  to  be  degraded  to  the  level  of 
a  conjectural  art,  nor  perhaps,  as  yet,  elevated  to  the  rank 
of  a  science.     In  the  same  proportion  that  it  has  been 
made  to  recede  from  the  former  by  the  labours  of  the  pro- 
fession, it  has  approached  the  latter.     It  is  probable  that 
its  progress  would  have  been  more  rapid,  if  eminence  had 
been  awarded  to  its  members  only  for  what  they  had  done, 
and  not  for  what  they  had  imagined.     As  the  impatience 
of  the  physician  leads  him  to  a  hasty  generalization  of 
facts,  so  his  vanity  too  easily  reconciles  him  to  the  flattery 
which  styles  his  work  a  finislied  performance.     Few  have 
the  modesty  of  the  distinguished  Sydenham,  who,  when 
lie  was  thus  complimented   on  his  History  of  acute  Dis- 
eases, by  the  learned  and  accomplished  Dr.  Paman,  re- 
plied, with  a  modesty  and  a  regard  to  truth,  which  ought 
to  endear  his  memory  to  us,  "  Such  a  work  would  em- 
ploy ten  physicians  in  succeeding  ages,  each  of  them  emi- 
nent for  talent,  industry,  and  experience :  so  far  am  I 
either  from  having  attained,  or  from  supposing  that  I  shall 
attain  the  art  of  Physic." 

We  have  seen  the  finest  minds  employed  in  fancying  in- 
stead of  discovering  the  several  links  which  should  con- 
nect into  a  perfect  whole  the  broken  chain  of  medical 
truti)s  ;  but,  what  is  worse,  we  have  seen  the  same  minds 
exhausting  their  ingenuity  to  support  these  idols  of  their 
imagination,  before  which  tliey  expect  the  medical  world 
to  bow  dov.n.     It  is  not  by  such  inventions  that  medicine 
can  ever  be  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  science.     Its  truths 
lie  concealed,  and,  resting  on  probable  evidence,  can  only 
be  slowly  established  by  sober  observation,  directed  by 
that  better  part  of  a  sound  judgment,  which  is   called 
common  sense.     The  anatomical  physician,  far  from  un- 
der-rating the  labours  of  the  clinical  physician,  deems  it 
essential,  that  the  history  of  the  case,  or  the  faithful  de- 
tail of  the  symptoms,  and  treatment  of  the  disease,  be 
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combined  with  the  morbid  appearances.  Di'.  Farre  stre- 
nuouously  maintains  this  opinion,  in  some  introductory 
remarks  to  his  PJssay  on  Malformations  of  the  Human 
Heart:  so  that  his  aim  is  to  unite  in  the  same  character  the 
anatomical  and  the  clinical  physician.  In  his  pursuit  of 
Morbid  Anatomy  he  combines  the  plan  of  the  illustrious 
Morgagni  with  that  of  Dr.  Baillie.  In  uniting-  these  me- 
thods, and  in  aiding  them  by  coloured  engravings,  where 
colour  is  essential  to  convey  the  anatomical  character,  he 
contributes  to  the  improvement  of  his  profession,  where 
it  is  confessedly  most  obscure  and  difficult,  namely,  in  the 
diagnostic  part  of  Medicine,  especially  of  the  diseases  of 
the  internal  organs. 


DK.  J.  H.  MYERS, 

LICENTIATE  OP  TBE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS; 
PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  PORTUGUESE  HOSPITAL,  AND 
TO  THE  GENERAL  DISPENSARIES. 

AT  is  the  boast  of  the  British  metropolis,  that  it  is  open 
to  merit  and  talent  from  every  quarter ;  and  that  prefer- 
ment is  not  withheld  from  any  country  or  class  of  the 
community.  The  present  respectable  individual  is  con- 
nected with  an  order  of  society,  against  which  popular 
prejudice  is  too  unjustly  and  too  indiscriminately  levelled; 
for  no  member  of  the  College  is  more  distinguished  for 
his  professional  attainments,  the  liberality  of  his  senti- 
ments, and  the  correctness  of  his  general  deportment, 
both  as  a  physician  and  gentleman. 
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Dr.  J.  M^ers  is  a  native  of  America,  and  was  born  at 
New  York,  before  the  period  of  the  emancipation,  when 
the  colonies  formed  the  brightest  gem  in  the  British 
crown.  His  views  were  very  early  turned  to  the  medical 
profession ;  and  he  commenced  his  studies  in  the  metro- 
polis under  Dr.  W.  Hunter.  Dr.  G.  Fordyce,  and  the 
other  celebrated  teachers  of  the  day,  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  an  attendance  on  the  hospitals  as  well  as  the 
lectures.  It  was  his  original  intention  to  have  made 
Oxford  the  seat  of  his  studies  ;  but  the  scruples  of  his 
father,  a  respectable  and  conscientious  character,  strictly 
attached  to  the  tenets  of  his  own  sect  prevented  it,  in 
consequence  of  the  oaths  necessary  to  be  taken  by  his 
son,  whom  he  wished  to  continue  a  member  of  the  same 
religious  sentiments  as  his  family.  Though  the  mind, 
therefore,  of  young  Myers  possessed  too  much  liberality 
to  be  shackled  by  the  narrow  ideas  of  any  particular 
persuasion,  yet  from  filial  respect  he  yielded  to  his  father's 
•^vish,  and  gave  up  the  more  flattering  prospects  which  a 
residence  at  Oxford  promised,  to  pursue  his  farther  pro- 
fessional progress  at  Edinburgh.  He  accordingly  passed 
four  years  at  the  Northern  metropolis,  and  took  his  de^ 
gree  of  Doctor  with  much  credit,  having  written  an 
inaugural  dissertation,  "  De  Diabete ;"  in  which  he  has 
promulgated  certain  ingenious  opinions  on  that  suliject 
then  new,  and  which  have  since  been  considerably  ex- 
tended and  improved,  though  to  Dr.  Myers  the  original 
hint  of  some  of  them  was  owing. 

Having  thus  exhausted  tiie  stores  of  professional  infor- 
mation which  Edinburgh  aftbrds  his  mind  being  anxious 
for  a  more  expanded  field  of  observation,  and  to  make  a 
comparison  of  the  practice  of  different  countries  he  was 
induced  'to  pass  over  to  the  continent,  where  he  passed  a, 
furtiier  noviciate  of  study  for  several  years.  At  Leyden, 
in  1778j  he  took  the  degree  of  A.  M.  a  proof  of  his  pre-* 
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vious  classical  attainments.     At  Paris  he  spent  a  winter 
visiting  the    dilTerent  raedical  schools,    and  associating 
with  the  first  literary  characters.     His  pro-ress  was  then 
directed  through  Germany  to  Berlin,  where  he  renewed 
his    anatomy    under   the  celebrated    Professor  Walter 
On  leaving  Berlin  he  visited  Vienna;  and  after  attending 
to  every  medical  improvement  in  that  celebrated  capital 
he  passed  on  to  Italy,  and  resided  for  some  months  in 
Rome,  indulging  his  classical  taste  in  visiting  the  rich 
treasures  of  antient  science  and  taste,  in  that  once  mis- 
tress of  the   world  and  seat  of  every   thing  great  and 
elegant.     After  an  absence  of  three  years,  he  then  re- 
turned  to  Britain ;    and,    in  1784,   commenced  practice 
having  first  become  a  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  Colleo-e  of 
Physicans.     Of  this  gentleman  it  may  be  said,  no^ne 
ever  commenced  his  career  of  practice  with  fairer  pros- 
pects   both  from  his  own  talents  and  his  accomplishments 

•  in  which  no  expence  had  been  spared.     He  was  accord' 

rngly  immediately  appointed  Physician  to  the  Portuo-uese 

Hospual,  the  duties  of  which  he  long  discharged  ,\Zy 

o   the  satisfaction  both  of  the  patients  and  governors 

Ills  next  preferment  was  Physician  to  the  General  C 

pensary  an  office  he  retained  for  a  period  of  twenty  year. 

health       resigned  from   the   unavoidable   plea  of  bad 

Besides  these  appointments,  Dr.  Myers  has  been  Ion* 
physician  to  the  Cumberland  Freemasons'  School,  an  int 
st.tution  of  a  most  benevolent  nature,  onVinallt  r^Jl 
nizedbythelateDuchess  of  Cumberland,  Tndtg  r'^ 
that  philanthropist  the  late  Chevalier  Ruspini.  Here  are 
educated  no  less  than  seventy-five  female  children  of  d"! 
titute  Freemasons,  and  afterwards  apprenticed,  or  other 
wise  properly  disposed  of  to  commence  their  careeTn 
he  world.  Bnt  the  establishment  in  which  Mr  Cr" 
has  expressed  himself  to  feel  most  interest,  and  to  w L'h 
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he  is  also  physician,  is  the  Institution  of  Mile-end,  for 
the  education  of  Jewish  youth,  in  which  all  difference 
of  sect  and  opinions  is  buried  in  the  general  principles 
of  philanthropy,  being  supported  by  individuals  of  every 
religious  persuasion,  and  which  presents  in  modern  times 
the  only  real  picture  of  true  religion  in  all  her  beauty ; 
where  animosity  and  every  selfish  passion  is  laid  aside. 
Of  this  establishment  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Sussex  is  Patron,  who  has  set  the  princely,  liberal,  and 
rare  example,  which  ought  to  be  followed  by  every  one, 
to  consider  true  charity  as  of  no  sect. 

Dr.  Myers  has  been  for  a  number  of  years,   unfortu- 
nately for  himself  as  well  as  the  public,  a  martyr  to  the 
gout,  and   the  repeated  attacks  of  this  malady,  though 
they  have  rendered  him  not  so  active  as  he  could  wish, 
yet  have  had  no  influence  on  the  energy  of  his  mind.    To 
alleviate  his  fits  he  at  one  time  tried  freely  the  effects  of  the 
A/apor  bath,  on  the  principles  of  the  Hon.  Basil  Cochrane, 
raised  to  a  temperature  above  150  Farenheit,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  plan  as  a  palliative  means  in  producing 
a  crisis  of  the  paroxysm    were  considerable.      On    the 
introduction  of  the  celebrated  Eau  Medicinale,  and  the 
recommendation   of  his  friends.    Dr.  Saunders   and    Dr. 
Jones,  he  has  been  induced  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  and  the 
opinion   of  such  a  distinguished  professional  character, 
ought  to  have  great  weight    on  this  point.     Dr.  Myers 
has  taken  it  weekly,  he  observes  for  four  years  with  a 
certain  alleviation  of  his  malady,  and  an  alleviation  from 
tits.     Such  an  opinion  must  be  highly  flattering  to  Dr. 
Jones,  as  the  introducer  of  it  into  this  country.    It  is  lite- 
rally laudari  a  laudato  viro.     In  consequence  of  his  use  of 
this  medicine.  Dr.  Myers,  has  been  enabled  to  pursue  as 
usual  his  career  of  business  among  his  friends,  though 
not  to  extend  his  circle  much  beyond  it. 

Though  Dr.  Myers  has  not  chosen  to  distinguish  him- 
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self  as  a  literary  character,  yet  it  is  well  known  his 
scientific  are  equal  to  his  professional  acquirements. 
He  was  the  first  that  brought  to  this  country  an  account 
of  Sigault's  operation  of  the  Symphysis  Pubis,  in  1780 
the  merits_  of  which  have  been  long-  since  settled  by  ob- 
stetrical writers.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society,  and  of  several  others  in  the  metro- 
polis where  he  appears  with  equal  advantage  and  respect. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  wliile  Physician  to  the  Portuguese 
Hospital  he  did  not  publish  any  thing  on  the  peculiar 
diseases  which  frequently  occur  here.  All  classes  or  com- 
munities so  peculiar  and  select  as  the  sect  to  which  ha 
belongs,  in  their  habits  and  modes  of  life  must  have  cer- 
tain maladies  peculiar  to  themselves.  This  is  a  subject  of 
importance  to  the  improvement  of  medicine,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  he  may  be  induced  to  collect  his  experience 
arid  observations  on  so  interesting  a  life  for  which  he  is  so 
well  qualified.  Ptamazini  set  tlie  example  of  a  useful 
work  on  the  diseases  of  different  trades  or  professions, 
which  never  has  been  properly  followed  up. 

In  summing-  up  our  account  of  this  gentleman,  we  can- 
not do  it  better  than  in  the  following-  apposite  lines  of 
rope  : 

For  modes  of  failh  let  graceless  zealots  fight, 
He  cannot  err  whose  life  is  in  the  right. 
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DR.  STONE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  CHARTER-HOUSE. 

The  early  progress  of  our  days  is  sometimes  marred 
by  a  cloud  which  accidents  or  various  circumstances  may 
arise  against  our  success.  When  once  removed,  the  course 
becomes  then  clear,  and  exertion  is  followed  by  its  due 
reward.  This  is  verified  in  the  career  of  the  present 
individual. 

Dr.  Stone  is  the  son  of  a  clergyman,  singular  in  his 
opinions,  and  whose  scruples  obliged  him  lately  to  leave 
the  established  church,  and  to  prefer  a  fair  conscience  to 
a  fat  living.  His  son  was  educated  at  the  Charter-House, 
and  afterwards  bred  at  Oxford,  where,  after  attending 
all  the  lectures  of  reputation  in  London  and  Edinburgh, 
he  took  his  degree;  and  while  there  he  stood  an  un- 
successful canvas  for  a  travelling  Fellowship,  which  was 
given,  on  that  occasion,  to  Sir  Francis  Milman. 

His  medical  principles  were  formed  by  a  diligent  at- 
tendance on  the  practice  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
Though  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College,  his  resolution 
to  settle  in  business  was  deferred  for  some  time,  till  on 
marrying  a  sister  of  Dr.  Clarke,  it  at  last  took  place  at  Rich- 
mond, where  he  continued  in  practice  several  years,  be- 
vond  the  seven-mile  stone,  and  then  changing,  came  within 
the  pale  of  the  College,  to  try  his  better  chance  in  the  me- 
tropolis. Here  he  published  his  useful  and  practical  work 
on  Digestion,which  contains  some  new  observations  leaning 
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to  the  views  of  the  hepatic  system,  so  extensively  handled 
bj  Dr.  Curry. 

On  settling-  in  London  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  gain 
the  friendship  and  intimacy  of  Dr.  Bailie,  with  whom  li^ 
was  a  cotemporary  whilst  they  were  students,  and  whose 
patients  he  attends  in  his  absence ;  and  thus  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  forming  a  connexion  and  shewing  himself 
to  advantage. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Hulme  he  was  the  successful  can- 
didate for  the  situation  of  Physician  to  the  Charter-House 
among  the  noble  Governors  of  which  Institution  are  many 
of  his  cotemporaries  at  the  Charter-House  School.  This 
Institution  affords  great  opportunities  of  practice  and  ex- 
perience to  a  physician,  and  the  acute  mind  of  Dr.  Stone 
was  sure  to  profit  by  them. 

At  the  time  when  he  was  elected  Physician  to  the  Char- 
ter-House, the  removal  of  Dr.  Sannders  to  a  more  west- 
ward situation,  and  the  overflow  of  business  from  Dr. 
Babington  afforded  a  great  opening  for  business  in  the 
City,  and  the  middle  medical  district,  to  a  physician,  who 
was  not  a  young  man,  and  upon  whose  age  and  experience 
reliance  might  be  placed.     No  man  was  better  fitted  to 
satisfy  the  public  in  this  respect  than  Dr.  Stone,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  Memoir,  and  he  is  making  quick  strides  in 
business  in  the  quarter  to  which  his  exertions  are  more 
particularly  confined. 
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DR.  ACER, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICL4XS. 

Associations   in  teaching  lead  to  connexions  in 
practice;    and   the    present    respectable   individual    has 
wiselj  united  himself  with  two  meritorious  characters  of 
established   reputation    in    their    different    departments. 
Our  opinion  of  the  one,  Dr.  Hooper,  as  a  physician  and 
anatomist,  has  been  delivered  in  a  preceding  Memoir;  the 
ether,  M.  Brookes,  stands  high  as  a  popular  teacher  of 
the  same  important  branch,  the  basis  of  a  medical  educa- 
tion; and  by  his  industry  and  exertion,  has  raised  the 
first  theatre  for  dissection  and  anatomical  study  in  the 
metropolis.     To  stand  on  a  par  with  such  colleagues  in 
his  own  sphere  we  have   no  doubt  will  be   Dr.  Ager's 
laudable  aim  and  ambition. 

Dr.  Ager  is  the  son  of  a  respectable  apothecary  in  Lon- 
don. His  professional  education  was  chiefly  conducted 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Saunders, 
and  he  afterwards  went  to  Oxford,  where  he  resided  the 
usual  terms,  and  took  his  degree  of  Doctor,  in  order  to 
entitle  him  to  aim  at  the  highest  college  honours.  As  a 
preliminary  to  this,  the  first  object  being  to  gain  a  name, 
and  not  feeling  inclined  for  the  dash  of  fashionable  prac- 
tice, he  has  wisely  commenced  his  career  on  a  more  solid 
basis  as  a  lecturer;  and  the  connexion  he  has  formed 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  advantageous  both  from  its  re- 
spectability, and  from  the  example  his  colleagues  have 
i€t  him  of  perseverance  and  industry.    As  an  anatomist 
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the  painful  attention  of  years  which  Mr.  Brooke's  has 
employed  in  devising  superior  modes  of  teaching  this,  ra- 
ther, to  many,  disgusting  branch;  and  his  unwearied 
zeal  in  forming  such  an  extensive  and  valuable  collection 
of  morbid  preparations  intitle  him  to  rank  high,  as  we 
have  stated,  in  professional  estimation ;  and  as  example 
is  ever  before  precept,  there  will  be  no  doubt  that  Dr. 
Ager  will  prosecute  the  same  path  that  has  led  his  col- 
leagues to  their  present  fame  and  success. 

The  department  of  lecturing,  it  may  be  observed,  which 
Dr.  Ager  has  preferred,  is  one  that  opens  an  extensive 
field  for  talent  and  ingenuity,  and  to  convey  the  principlea 
of  science  by  experiment,  requires  much  accuracy,  nice 
observation  and  experience.  It  is,  therefore,  more  diffi- 
cult than  any  of  the  other  branches;  and  more  varied  in 
its  deductions  and  reasonings.  It  is  a  subject  that  o-ives 
ficope,  and  in  w  hich  a  young  physician  can  shine  superior 
to  the  field  of  practice.  But  the  great  point  which  marks 
the  abilities  of  a  lecturer,  is  to  impress  the  conviction  of 
what  lie  delivers  on  his  hearers,  and  this  depends  much 
both  on  his  manner,  and  also  on  the  method  he  adopts. 
The  method,  by  examination  of  the  student,  as  employed 
by  Dr.  Ager,  is  one  highly  commendable.  It  is  suiting 
himself  to  every  capacity,  and  is  a  method  which  was 
attentively  pursued  by  the  late  celebrated  Dr.  Cullen. 
The  object  of  the  latter,  however,  was  to  rivet  in  the 
minds  of  his  pupils  his  favourite  theory,  while  Dr.  Ager's 
is  to  confirm  general  truths  without  partiality  to  any  par- 
ticular doctrine.  The  cultivation  of  chemistry  naturally 
gives  a  bias  to  adopt  its  principles  in  practice,  and  if  this 
is  not  carried  too  far  it  renders  a  physician  more  correct 
and  scientific,  both  in  his  modus  operandi  and  prescrip- 
tion. 

From  what  we  have  learnt  of  Dr.  Ager  we  consider 
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him  a  man,  who  uants  only  time  and  opportunities  to 
make  some  figure  in  the  profession,  and  to  gain  him  re» 
spectable  practice  among  the  public. 


DR.  SUTHEKLAND, 

tICENTTATE    Or   THE  ROYAL    COLLEGE  OF    PHYSICIANS 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  ST.  LUKE'S  HOSPITAL. 

5^/[  4NIACAL  practice  has  been  considered  so  forlorn 
a  studv,  as  to  be  given  up  by  most  of  the  physicians 
engaged  in  it;  and  the  care  of  the  patients  is  too  generally 
committed  to  the  coercive  attendant.  To  this  conduct, 
however, Ahe  late  physician  of  St.  Luke's  was  a  laudable 
exception,  who  tried  every  aid  that  medicine  could  suggest, 
«to  pluck  the  rooted  madness  from  the  brain;"  and  we 
hope  his  present  respectable  successor  will  not  fail  to 
imitate  so  praise- worthy  an  example. 

Dr  Sutherland  is  of  Scots  extraction,  and  the  son  of  a 
respectable  Apothecary^in  Westminster,  who  has  long 
enioyed  a  genteel  circle  of  practice,  and  can  boast  an  at- 
tendance on  some  of  the  first  public  characters  of  the 
day  His  maternal  uncle.  Dr.  Mowbray,  was  Inspectmg 
Physician,  first  at  Plymouth,  and  afterwards  at  Ports- 
mouth,  and  by  him  he  was  first  induced  to  turn  his  at- 
tention to  medical  pursuits,  in  consequence  ot  a  profes- 
sional  legacy  being  left  him  by  this  gentleman,  a  circum- 
stance  calculated  to  make  a  strong  impression  on  a  young 
mind     Dr.  Sutherland's  early  education  was  conducted  at 
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Westminster  school.  In  his  profession  he  was  first  ini-* 
tiated  bj  his  father,  and  with  that  partiality  for  his  natal 
soil,  his  son  was  sent  by  him  at  a  fit  age  to  Edinburgh, 
to  pursue  his  studies  on  that  liberal  and  extensive  plan 
which  one  intended  for  the  higher  department  of  medicine 
ought  to  do.  Here  he  look  his  degree  of  Doctor,  in  1805, 
the  subject  of  his  inaugural  dissertation  being  '•  de  Con- 
tagione,"  and  left  the  University  with  credit  and  reputa- 
tion ;  repairing  to  the  metropolis  to  finish  by  an  attendance 
on  the  hospitals,  what  he  may  have  considered  as  still 
wanting  to  finish  his  preliminary  career.  On  the  subject 
of  contagion  it  may  bs  here  remarked,  the  known  zvant  of 
susceptibilitj/  to  its  influence,  which  marks  the  maniacal 
temperament,  and  shews  the  strong  powers  of  the  mind 
in  averting  from  the  body  every  other  morbid  evil,  where 
the  suspension  of  reason  takes  place. 

In  the  course  of  his  studies,  the  present  Dr.  Simmons, 
son  of  the  late  physician  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  Dr. 
Sutherland,  became  particularly  associated,  and  this  inti- 
macy was  the  cause  of  introducing  Dr.  Sutherland  to  his 
present  offioial  appointment,  and  line  of  practice.  The 
ample  fortune  acquired  by  the  late  Dr.  Simmons,  which  we 
have  already  noticed,  left  it  unnecessary  for  him  now  to 
pursue  the  profession  for  a  livelihood,  and  far  less  that 
part  of  it  which  presents  human  nature  in  its  most  degraded 
and  forlorn  state.  The  good  sense  of  the  father  indeed 
did  not  press  this  line  on  his  son,  or  wish  him  as  his  suc- 
cessor in  office.  But  what  the  son  declined  was  an  im- 
portant object  for  a  young  physician  beginning  life,  and 
an  opening  which  every  professional  character  would 
eagerly  grasp  at.  Dr.  F.  Simmons  having,  some  years 
before  his  decease,  resolved  to  resign  the  appointment  of 
St.  Luke's,  a  vacancy  was  declared,  and  a  warm  canvass 
set  on  foot  by  no  less  than  five  different  candidates  for  the 
office.    The  interest  of  Dr.  Sutherland  carried  it  without 
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any  other  interference  but  his  own  exertion?,  and  on  hit 
appointment  Dr.  Simmons  bore  testimony  to  the  propriety 
of  the  choice,  in  stating- Dr.  Sutherland  as  a  young- phy- 
sician of  rising-  merit  and  abilities,  and  one  whom  he  con- 
sidered would  follow  his  own  steps,  in  an  active  attention 
to  the  powers  of  medicine,  and  attempt  at  least  "  to  minis- 
ter to  the  mind  diseased,"  a  conduct  too  much  neglected 
by  those  who  have  the  care  of  receptacles  of  insanity. 
The  House  also  for  private  patients  at  Islington  was 
consigned  to  Dr.  S.  on  certain  valuable  considerations. 
From  Dr.  Sutherland's  education  and  assiduity  we  augur 
favorably  of  his  proceedings,  and  that  he  will  set  the 
humane  and  meritorious  example  to  those  engaged  in  the 
fiame  important  and  unpropitious  field,  by  instituting  that 
trial  of  medicine,  the  powders  of  which  experiment  can  only 
ascertain,  and  not  take  for  granted  "  that  all  is  done  in 
this  department  that  can  be  done."  Spurzheim's  new 
Demonstration  of  the  Brain,  and  Views  of  Physiology, 
taken  as  his  guide,  may  lead  perhaps  to  important  dis- 
coveries and  conclusions.  Indeed,  so  attentive  has  he 
been  to  this  branch,  that  by  a  particular  method  he  has 
happily  surmounted  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  that 
occurs  in  the  management  of  maniacal  patients.  It  often 
happens,  from  some  singular  delusion,  that  such  patients 
persist  obstinately  .to  refuse  all  nourishment,  a  circum- 
stance which  even  force  cannot  overcome,  without  much 
injury  to  the  unhappy  victim.  By  a  just  theory  of  the 
cause,  consisting  in  the  patient's  peculiar  management  of 
the  tongue,  Dr.  Sutherland  was  now  enabled  to  take  off 
the  resistance  in  the  simplest  and  easiest  manner,  by  the 
ifitioduction  of  a  small  instrumpi.r.  in  the  form  ofiizcooden 
f)eg.  It  is  introduced  so  as  to  gain  the  command  of  the 
tongue,  and  the  time  of  doing  it  studied,  when  the  patient 
is  under  the  necessity  of  respiring,  or  drawing  breath. 
This  invention  has  been  highly  prized  by  those  engaged 
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in  maniacal  practice,  and  has  enabled  Dr.  S.  to  save  many 
a  life  without  employing;  any  violence  or  injury— a  pleas- 
ino-  satisfaction  to  a  humane  mind.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
therefore,  that  proceeding  with  this  zeal  Dr.  S.  will  shew 
himself  a  superior  character,  and  not  yield  to  that  apathy 
which  too  much  marks  the  leading  practitioners  of  this 
line  of  practice. 

DR.  JAMES  HERVEY, 

FELLOW  AND  ELECT  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF 

PHYSICIANS. 

W^HEN  a  man  is  placed  for  a  number  of  years  as  the 
organ  of  a  public  body,  an  interest  attaches  to  him  as 
much  as  to  the  body  itself.  The  present  respectable  indi- 
vidual has  beep,  so  long  the  Registrar  of  the  College,  that 
his  name  becomes  associated  with  its  concerns,  and  we 
cannot  overlook  the  one  in  our  attention  to  the  other. 

Dr.  Hervey,  by  pedigree,  is  the  younger  son  of  a  lineal 
descendant  from  Sir  Stephen  Hervey,  Knight  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Order  of  the  Bath,  who  was  the  son  and  heir 
of  Sir  Francis  Hervey,  Knt.  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Common  Pleas ;  as  appears  from  the  monumental  inscrip- 
tions in  the  church  of  Hardingstone,  where  his  father  was 
born,  whose  brother,  a  most  pious  and  eminent  divine, 
and  a  celebrated  author,  was  rector  of  Collingtre  and 
Weston  Favell,  in  Northamptonshire,  nnd  the  patron  of 
these  livings  by  inheritance. 

The  Doctor  received  his  early  education  first  at  North- 
ampton, and  afterward,  preparatory  to  the  University, 
under  the  tutorage  of  a  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College, 
Oxford,  who  was  received  into  his  father's  house  for  that 
purpose,  and  was  an  admirable  scholar. 

His  professional  studies  were  conducted  at  Oxford  and 
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Edinburgh ;  having  taken  his  Doctor's  degree  at  Oxford, 
he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Ph^'sicians, 
and  commenced  practice  in  London  with  an  independent 
fortune,  and  those  attainments  which  oniarht  to  have  ffiven 
liim  a  lead.  He  was  immediately,  on  his  being  settled  in 
the  metropolis,  elected  a  physician  to  Guy's  Hospital,  an 
office  which  he  held  for  twenty-two  years,  and  took  a 
principal  lead  with  his  friend  Dr.  Saunders,  in  making  it 
a  Medical  School.  For  some  years  he  regularly  frequented 
Tunbridge  Wells  as  a  physician  during  the  summer,  and 
there  acquired  great  reputation  as  an  able  practitioner. 

Soon  after  beginning  his  career  in  the  metropolis,  he 
was  elected  by  the  Governors,  Physician  of  the  Lock  Hos- 
pital (an  establishment  exclusively  devoted  to  the  recep- 
tion of  venereal  patients),  to  succeed  the  late  Sir  Noah 
Thomas,  in  administering  advice  to  the  patients  labour- 
ing under  casual  illness.  This  being  a  line  of  practice 
principally  chirurgical,  in  consequence  of  the  local  aflec- 
tions  which  generally  attend  the  action  of  the  syphilitic 
virus,  the  assistance  of  a  physician  is  seldom  required. 

Dr.  llervey  was  also  appointed  Registrar  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  an  office  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility. In  this  department  he  continued  upwards  of 
twenty-five  years,  and  gave  general  satisfaction,  by  the 
mildness  of  his  manners,  and  his  unceasing  desire  to  oblige 
those  who  had  occasion  officially  to  attend  him.  A  few 
years  after  this,  he  was  chosen  Lumleian  Lecturer,  an 
appointment  he  held  for  a  series  of  years.  So  far  back  as 
the  year  1783,  he  was  elected  to  deliver  the  Harveian 
Oration.  His  Latinity  was  of  that  polished  stile,  as  to 
stamp  his  character  as  a  scholar.  He  declined  (though 
often  requested)  to  publish  it ;  assigning  for  the  reason, 
that  his  predecessors  for  so  many  years  having  discon- 
tinued the  custom,  he  thought  it  would  appear  ostenta- 
tious.    In  his  Oration,  he  had  occasion  to  bestow  a  de- 
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served  and  handsome  eulogy  on  the  late  Dr.  Parsons  (ana- 
tomical and  chemical  professor  at  Oxford),  and  to  pay 
also  a  compliment  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Huck  Saunders, 
both  having'  died  during  that  year.  As  a  specimen  of 
the  superior  Latinity  and  elegance  of  this  Oration,  we  se- 
lect these  interesting-  passages.  The  following  is  his  cha- 
racter of  Dr.  Parsons : 

In  numero  autem  horurn  Piaculum  esset  non  commemor&sse 
UTium  (cujus  quis  Desiderio  sit  Pudor  aut  Modus?)  qui  professo- 
riuin  Munus  quoad  Artem  anatomicam,  chymicam,  et  clinicam  sura- 
mCi  Dignitate  iniplevit,  Parson;  cui  nimia  forsan  in  visendis  cu- 
randisque  jEgrotantibus  Assiduitas  officiosaque  Sedulitas  adduxit 
Fehrem,  nulla  omniuo  Arte  medendi  superabilem.  Omnibus  quidera 
ille  flebilis  occidit,  quibus  inter  prima  ducuntur  Cura,  Animi  Cogi- 
tatio,  Vigilantia,  cum  summa  Virtute  conjuncta.  Occidit  etiam 
no8  probe  moniturus  ne,  inter  prsesentis  Horte  Gaudia,  Lethseo  quasi 
Rore  madentes,  quam  breves  humanas  Spes  !  quam  caduci  Honores  ! 
obliviscamur.  Meministis  omnes  qua  Dulcedine,  quali  Eioquio 
capti,  eum  superioris  Anni  Oratorem,  his  e  Rostris,  disserentem 
audivistis.  Meminerunt  Oxonienses,  et  in  seternum  meminerint, 
quail  Diligentia  Saluti  invigilaret  publicaj-  In  Tyronum  Animis 
infixa  nianent  Praecepta,  quibus,  paucis  !  paucissimis  !  abhinc  Men- 
sibus,  Corporis  humani  Compagem  dilucide  explicavit,  quam  scien- 
ter, veterum  Thesauris,  e  propriis  Scriniis  nova  quamplurima  adje- 
cerit. 

He  next  spealis  of  Dr.  Huck  Saunders: 

Neque  profecto  fas  erit  incelebratum  prfeterire  Sanndersium,  li- 
mali  simul  Judicii,  Benignitatis  singularis  atque  eximise,  qui,  eo 
ipso,  quo  in  Societatem  nostram  adscriptus  erat,  Anno,  e  Vita  ex- 
cessit;  cul  neque  incorrupta  Fides,  nee  Humanitas  summa,  Morara 
indomitae  Morti  afterret. 

The  character  of  Dr.  Pitcairn,  on  his  leaving  the  Chair 
of  President,  and  of  Sir  George  Baker,  his  successor,  he 
pourtrays  with  equal  success. 

CoNCEDATUR  mihi  Potestas  gratulandi  huic  Societati  inclytissiraae 
possedisse  per  tot  Annos  Prsesidem  admodiim  venerandura,  cuju» 
tanta  per  omne  id  Tempus  erat  ac  indefessa  Assiduitas,  ut  Proposi- 
tum  hodiernal  Commemorationis  quara  maxime  consmmnaret,  ut 


214: 

BQUtuam  islam  Amicitiam,  quae  felicissimos  Exitus  in  onini  Consor- 
tio  nunquttm  non  produxit,  et  quae  splendore  specissiino  neminera 
non  decorat,  aleret,  ac  foveret.  Vobis  insuper,  et  Felicitati  om- 
nium nostrum  communi  cougratulari  liceat,  quod  nunc  paribus  re- 
gamur  Auspiciis,  non  sine  eadem  Spe  jucunda  conservatae  nostras 
Incolumitatis  et  Dignitatis ;  quod  augurandum  sit  (nee  yanura  Au- 
guriura  !)  Seienliam  universam  et  Artem  praesertim  hanc  nostram, 
ab  iis,-qui  hoc  Consortio  fruuntur  hodierno  Tempore,  auctara  fore 
et  amplificatara. 

On  the  acknowledged  success  of  vaccination,  and  the 
laudable  resolution  of  Government  to  erect  a  national 
establishment  for  the  application  of  this  discovery,  Dr. 
Hervej,  in  consequence  of  its  management  being  princi- 
pally vested  in  the  College,  was  nominated  Registrar  to 
the  Board. 

Thus  he  held  at  one  time  the  situation  a  secretis  both 
of  the  College  and  this  new  establishment,  marks  of  high 
confidence  and  respect  on  the  part  of  this  learned  body. 

Soon  after  this  appointment  to  the  Vaccine  Establish- 
ment, he  resigned  the  office  of  Registrar  of  the  College, 
and  has  retired  with  the  character  of  a  faithful  and  zeal- 
ous partisan  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  learned 
iaody,  and  as  a  man  possessed  of  that  excellence  of  temper 
and  suavity  of  manners,  which,  in  his  public  capacity,  was 
incapable  of  displaying  the  ^'-  proverbial  insolence  of  office'' 
to  any  one. 

f9pu/a<^^^^^^  DR.  J.  SIMS, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSI- 
CIANS,  FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  AND  LINNEAN  SO- 
CIETIES, CONSULTING  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  LYING- 
IN  CHARITY  FOR  MARRIED  WOMEN  AT  THEIR  OWN 
HABITATIONS. 

Jl  HE  practice  of  midwifery  may  be  said  to  unite,  in  a 
certain  degree,  the   two  departments  of  medicine  and 
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surgery  ;  hence-  the  physician,  who  devotes  his  attention 
to  this  line,  acquires  a  greater  boldness  and  decision  in 
his  conduct,  tlian  is  usually  employed  by  general  prac- 
titioners, and  trusts  less  to  the  too  feeble  and  often  dis- 
appointing efforts  of  nature.  The  present  respectable 
individual  has  long  stood  high  as  an  accoucheur,  though 
his  practice  has  not  been  exclusively  confined  to  females' 
maladies. 

Dr.  John  Sims  was  born  at  Canterbury,  but  his  father, 
who  took  a  doctor's  degree  at  Edinburgh,  removing  into 
Essex,  settled  as  a  surgeon  and  apothecary  at  Dunmow, 
Essex,  where  he  practised  with  great  respectability  for 
sixty  years.  Being  himself  a  very  good  classical  scholar, 
he  removed  his  son,  after  being  seven  years  at  a  grammar 
eehool  at  Burford  in  Oxfordshire,  to  be  under  his  own 
superintendence,  where  he  imbibed  the  first  rudiments, 
both  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine.* 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  sent  to  Edinburgh,  at 
the  time  that  school  was  perhaps  at  its  highest  eminence, 
the  medical  chairs  being  tilled  by  Cullen,  the  late  Dr. 
Gregory, and  Home;  the  anatomicalby  Alexander  Monro; 
the  chemical  by  Black ;  botanical  by  Hope ;  and  obste- 
trical by  Young.  After  passing  his  first  examination, 
which  is  esteemed  the  most  important,  he  went  to  pass  a 
year  at  Leyden,  and  attended  the  lectures  of  Gaubius, 
Albinus,  Van  Doveren,  and  Allamand.  He  then  returned 
to  Edinburgh,  took  his  degree  there  in  1774,  writing  a 
thesis  De  Aquce  frigidce  non  interno.  He  remained  ono 
session  after  he  had  graduated,  and  was  chosen  an  hono- 
rary member  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  at  the  samo 
time  with  his  friend  Dr.  Italenzki,  a  Russian  physician. 

*  Dr.  Fothergill  always  recommended  an  apothecary's  shop  as 
of  importance  in  the  education  of  a  physician,  heing  particularly 
useful  in  giving  a  facility  in  prescribing,  and  of  detecting  errori  in 
composition. 
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He  settled  in  London  in  the  year  1776,  but  was  chiefly 
employed  the  first  years  in  attending  the  lectures  and  the 
duties  of  the  Surry  Dispensary,  to  which  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Physicians  at  its  first  institution.  In  1780  he 
was  appointed  Physician  and  Man-midwife  to  tlie  Lying- 
in  Charity. 

Dr.  Sims  has  devoted  a  considerable  part  of  his  leisure 
Lours  to  the  study  of  Natural  History,  and  more  parti- 
cularly of  Botany,  and  has  carried  on  the  Botanical  Ma- 
gazine since  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Curtis,  the  original 
author,  who  lived  only  to  finish  fourteen  volumes  of  a 
"work,  of  which  the  forty-second  is  now  in  course  of  pub- 
lication. 

Connected  with  Dr.  Sims's  attention  to  Natural  His- 
tory, may  be  mentioned  his  first  introduction  of  the  eastern 
practice  with  the  stramonium  in  asthma.  On  this  subject 
he  published  a  letter  in  the  Monthly  Magazine,  with 
proper  cautions  respecting  its  use,  and  confin'ng  it  to  that 
species  of  spasmodic  asthma  where  it  really  can  be  useful. 
He  also,  with  much  discrimination  as  a  Naturalist,  de- 
scribed the  proper  species  which  ought  to  be  used  in  this 
disease,  and  selected  those  parts  of  the  substitute  in  this 
country  which  seemed  to  possess  the  same  anti-asthmatic 
powers.  This,  like  every  other  popular  remedy,  we  have 
teen  get  into  disrepute,  not  as  a  consequence  of  any  fault 
in  those  introducing  it,  but  from  the  injudicious  and  in- 
discriminate application  of  it. 

But  what  is  still  more  to  Dr.  Sims's  credit,  and  shewed 
a  laudable  desire  to  undeceive  the  public  mind  on  a  sub- 
ject considered  of  much  importance  at  the  time,  was  his 
Letter  on  the  Pregnancy  of  the  pretended  Prophetess, 
Joanna  Southcott.  Here  the  pnWic  good  shines  para- 
mount to  every  other  consideration,  and  the  public  ac- 
cordinfflv  rested  their  belief  on  his  opinion,  in  opposition 
to  the  specious  delusions  held  out.  Dr.  Sims  very  chari- 
tably and  humanely  considered  this  foolish  old  Moraan  not 
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as  a  cunning  deviser  of  lies,  but  an  honest  relater  of  the 
silly  delusions  of  her  own  mind. 

On  the  whole,  this  gentleman  has  a  right  to  rank  high 
in  practice,  from  his  great  experience,  his  accomplish- 
ments in  the  auxiliary  branches  of  the  profession,  and  the 
general  liberality  of  his  sentiments  and  conduct. 


DR.  P.  M.  xiOGET, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  NORTHERN  DISPENSARY,  AND 
LECTURER  ON  MEDICINE  TO  THE  INSTITUTION  IN 
WINDMILL  STREET. 

X  HE  union  of  philosophy  and  medicine,  we  have  al- 
ready noticed  in  our  memoir  of  Dr.  Marcet.  Another 
pleasing  example  occurs  in  the  present  respectable  indi- 
vidual of  the  same  happy  combination  of  talent,  which 
gives  a  superior  cast  to  the  mind,  and  a  depth  of  thinking 
beyond  the  ordinary  professional  inquiry.  Such  charac- 
ters are  not  satisfied  with  probing  every  thing  to  the 
foundation,  but,  to  use  an  Irishism,  they  go  a  step  far- 
ther, in  their  ardour  for  research. 

Dr.  Peter  Mark  Roget  was  born  in  London.  His  fa- 
ther, whom  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  in  earlv  life, 
was  a  clergyman,  and  a  native  of  Geneva,  who  had  fixed 
his  residence  in  this  country.  His  mother  is  the  sister  of 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  whose  humanity  as  a  man,  and  whose 
distinguished  abilities  as  a  lawyer,  cannot  be  omitted  in 
noticing  this  connexion. 

Dr.  Roget  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at 
Kensington.      After  going  through  the  usual  course  of 

medical  studies  at  Edinburgh,   he   took  his  degree  of 
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Doctor  in  Medicine  at  that  University  in  1798.  The  sub- 
ject of  his  thesis  was  the  Laws  of  Chemical  Affinity,  a 
subject  only  fitted  for  one  who  was  complete  master  of 
the  science. 

Returning  to  London,  he  for  some  years  prosecuted  his 
studies  in  medicine  by  attending  the  hospitals  and  lec- 
tures. He  was  for  some  time  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Willan's  at 
the  Carey  Street  Dispensary,  and  afterwards  became  a 
pupil  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  attended  the  courses 
of  instruction  in  Windmill  Street,  at  a  period  when  Dr. 
Baillie,  Mr.  Cruickshanks,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  were  teachers 
in  that  school.  On  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
in  18U2,  he  took  that  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Conti- 
nent, and  made  a  tour  thi  .ugh  France,  Switzerland,  Ger- 
many, Prussia,  and  Denmark. 

Soon  after  his  return  to  England,  in  1803,  he  was  called 
upon  to  attend  the  then  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  (the  fa- 
ther of  the  present  Marquis),  whose  declining  health  re- 
quired the  constant  care  and  attention  of  a  physician. 
He  therefore  became  an  inmate  in  his  house,  accompany- 
ing him  to  Harrowgate  during  the  season,  and  returning 
wiUi  him  to  Bath  in  the  autumn  :  a  situation  truly  en- 
viable, when  we  consider  the  high  political  character  of 
the  Marquis,  his  varied  and  extensive  information,  and 
the  opportunities  which  his  state  as  an  invalid  would  na- 
turally give  Dr.  Roget  of  being  on  those  familiar  habits, 
which  must  have  given  him  a  turn  for  polite  literature, 
as  well  as  professional  science. 

At  this  time  the  prospect  of  an  immediate  opening  at 
Manchester  induced  him  to  fix  his  residence  in  that  popu- 
lous town.  He  immediately  obtained  the  appointment  of 
Physician  to  thai  extensive  establishment,  the  Manchester 
Infirmary,  which,  above  all  other  provincial  hospitals, 
unites  the  advantages  of  a  variety  of  medical  institutions, 
«i  it  comprises,  besides  a  large  Infirmary,  a  Dispensary, 
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hy  which  the  sick  poor  are  visited  at  their  own  houses  ; 
an  institution  for  the  reception  and  cure  of  patients  la- 
bouring- under  contaefious  fevers  of  every  description  ;  and 
also  a  Lunatic  Hospital  and  Asylum. 

At  Mancliester  Dr.  Roget  resided  several  years,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Philosophical 
and  Literary  Society  of  that  place,  of  which  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  Vice-presidents.  Anxious  also  to  con- 
tribute to  the  instruction  of  the  medical  pupils  of  the 
Infirmary,  he,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  Gibson 
and  Mr.  Hutchinson,  his  colleagues  in  the  Infirmary,  gave 
a  course  of  lectures  on  anatomy  and  physiology,  for  the 
illustration  of  which  the  valuable  Museum  of  Mr.  Charles 
White,  of  which  they  had  the  command,  gave  great  fa- 
cilities. Dr.  Roget  extended  his  department  of  the  course 
to  Comparative  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  studies  which 
have  thrown  so  much  light  on  the  structure  and  functions 
of  the  human  body.  These  branches  of  science  he  after- 
wards made  the  subjects  of  a  separate  course,  which  he 
delivered  to  a  large  and  respectable  audience,  the  follow- 
ing winter,  at  the  apartments  of  the  Philsophical  and  Li- 
terary Society.  This  was  a  laudable  attempt,  on  Dr. 
Roget's  part,  to  render  these  subjects  popular,  an  attempt 
which  was  made  by  Dr.  Beddoes  at  Bristol,  but  not  with 
the  same  success  as  Dr.  Roget  seems  to  have  done 
here. 

Having  acquired,  during  his  residence  in  Manchester, 
that  solid  basis  of  experience  and  reputation  which  is 
ever  necessary  to  insure  a  successful  exercise  of  the  me- 
dical profession,  he  determined,  in  1808,  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  his  friends  and  connexions  in  London,  to  esta- 
blish himself  in  the  metropolis,  as  affording  a  wider  field 
for  his  future  exertions.  He  was  admitted  Licentiate  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.  The  following  year  h» 
read  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Comparative  Physiolog;y  at 
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the  Russell  Institution,  to  a  numerous  and  fashionable 
audience. 

In  1810  the  Northern  Dispensary  was  established  in 
Somers  Town,  embracing  a  wide  district  of  the  adjoining 
part  of  the  metropolis,  where  the  want  of  such  an  insti- 
tution had  long-  been  felt.  It  has  continued  to  flourish 
under  the  patronage  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Sussex,  and  of  its  President  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 
Dr.  Roget  was,  from  the  commencement,  appointed  Phy- 
sician to  that  cliarity,  an  office  which  he  still  holds,  of 
which  the  duties  are  becoming  daily  more  arduous,  in 
consequence  of  the  increasing  number  of  patients,  and 
which  he  is  so  well  fitted  to  discharge. 

In  the  spring  of  1810  he  read  another  and  more  ex- 
tended course  of  lectures  on  Physiology,  at  the  Russell 
Institution.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  was  as- 
sociated with  Dr.  Cooke  in  delivering  the  Lectures  on  the 
Practice  of  Physic,  at  the  Anatomical  and  INIedical  School, 
which  had  been  established  by  Dr.  William  Hunter,  in 
Windmill  Street.  They  continued  to  give  these  lectures 
conjointly,  until  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Cooke,  in  1813, 
left  Dr.  Roget  the  sole  charge  of  that  laborious  duty, 
which  he  still  continues  to  fulfil  with  equal  credit  to  him- 
self as  advantage  to  the  pupils. 

Dr.  Roget  was  one  of  the  early  associates  and  zealous 
promoters  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  of  Lon- 
don. In  1811  he  was  elected  one  of  its  secretaries,  on 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Yelloly,  and  has  continued  ever 
since  in  that  office,  to  which  he  pays  a  most  sedulous  at- 
tention. 

His  communication  of  a  paper  on  a  case  of  recovery 
from  the  eflfects  of  arsenic,  in  which  a  novel  method  of 
practice  was  successfully  employed,  is  contained  in  the 
second  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  this  Society. 

In  1812  he  gave  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Comparative 
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Physiolo<ry  at  the  Royal  Institution,  which  he  repeated 
the  two  following  years  on  a  more  enlarged  plan.  His 
professional  avocations  have  now  obliged  him  to  discon- 
tinue these  lectures,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted  from 
their  useful  popular  tendency. 

He  is  also  the  author  of  a  mathematical  paper  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  describing  an  instrument  of 
his  invention  for  abridging  the  labour  of  calculations  in 
the  involution  or  evolution  of  numbers. 

He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  and 
of  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of  Stockholm;  Member  of 
the  Geological  Society,  and  of  the  Rojal  Institution. 

From  the  account  of  this  young  and  respectable  physi- 
cian, we  have  no  doubt  he  will  prove  in  time  an  equal  or- 
nament to  his  own  profession,  as  his  distinguished  relative 
has  been  to  the  law,  and  that  tl)e  humanity  of  the  one, 
in  his  proposed  and  desirable  alterations  on  the  criminal 
jurisprudence  of  the  country^  will  not  be  greater  than  the 
same  trait  in  the  character  of  the  other,  in  his  attendance 
on  these  eleemosynary  duties  which  he  has  undertaken  in 
his  public  situations. 


DR.  YOUNG.  /^^^t^^-^^ 

FELLOW  OF  THE  R^JAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 
PHYSICIAN  TO  TffJB:^fffGmE.>JEX  HOSPITAL,  AND 
LECTURER  TO  THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTION  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

XX  LOVE  of  study  is  congenial  to  certain  minds,  and 
the  indulgence  of  this,  where  directed  to  useful  purposes, 
particularly  professional  pursuits,  cannot  be  too  highly 
applauded.  To  drink  deep  of  the  Pierrian  spring  is 
equally  applicable  to  science  as  to  poetry,  and  deep  study 
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enables  to  detect  error,  to  trace  discovery  to  its  pnrent 
source,  and  to  look  with  a  proper  contempt  on  superficial 
acquirements.  The  present  respectable  individual  may  be 
justly  said,  in  college  language,  to  be  deep  read,  and 
groundedly  learned. 

Dr.  Young  was  born  in  London,  at  which  place  his 
initiatory  studies  were  conducted,  and  perhaps  no  member 
of  the  college  ever  paid  an  equal  attention  to  the  solid 
foundations  of  general  science,  preparatory  to  the  subject 

of  Medicine. 

«  The  causes  of  disease,"  he  justly  observes  in  one  of 
his  publications,  "  obscure  in  their  nature,  and  hidden 
in  their  operation,  elude  but  too  frequently  the  most  dili- 
gent researches  of  the  strongest  and  most  experienced 
minds  :  they  afford  ample  scope  to  the  most  minute  in- 
vestigation, and  the  most  sagacious  discernment;  but 
they  require  that  the  faculties  of  the  observer  should  have 
been  sufficiently  prepared,  by  being  employed  on  subjects 
of  a  nature  more  certainly  definable,  and  more  perfectly 
intelligible.  Classical  literature,  mathematical  philosophy, 
chemistry,  and  natural  history,  a  knowledge  of  different 
countries,  and  an  acquaintance  with  different  languages, 
are  as  necessary  to  the  melioration  of  those  powers  of 
reasoning  which  are  to  be  called  into  activity  in  the  pur- 
Buit  of  a  profession,  as  they  are  essentialto  the  perfection 
of  the  character  of  a  general  scholar,  and  an  accomplished 

man." 

Cambridge  was  the  university  where  both  his  literary 
and  medical  pursuits  were  chiefly  conducted  during  a  re- 
sidence of  some  years  ;  and  on  visiting  the  Continent,  he 
took  a  degree  at  Gottingen,  on  which  occasion  he  deli- 
vered an  ingenious  lecture,  according  to  the  custom  of 
that  University,  on  the  Formation  of  the  human  Voice. 

On  his  return  from  the  Continent,  Dr.  Young  becanw 
a  Fellow  of  the  College,  and  fixed  his  residence  in  Lon- 
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don,  where  his  uncle,  the  late  Dr.  Brochelsby,  a  cele- 
brated army  physician,  and  author  of  several  works,  was 
also  settled.     To  a  mind  like  his,  expanded  and  scientific, 
the  subject  of  Medicine  does  not  seem  to  have  limited  his 
views,  and  accordingly  a  number  of  ingenious  disserta- 
tions issued  at  different  times  from  his  pen.     These  are 
all  inserted  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  and  do 
equal  credit  to  his  talents,  perseverance,  and  ardour  of 
research.     The  first  of  these  was  his  Bakerian  Lecture, 
giving  a  new  Theory  of  light  and  colours  :  to  this  theory 
he  was  led  by  his  investigation  of  the  structure  of  the 
crystalline  lens,  and  a  new  discovery  respecting  it,  which 
has  been  contested  with  him  by  the  late  Mr.  Hunter  and 
Mr.  Home.  The  latter  also  called  in  question  another  point 
connected  with  the  same  subject.     These  circumstances 
led  Dr.  Young  to  retrace  his  opinions,  to  find  them  con- 
firmed by  incontestable  evidence,  and  that  even  the  most 
celebrated  writer  on  the  same  topic,  Dr.  Olbers,  conceded 
to  him  the  palm  of  victory.      The  favourable  light  in 
which  Dr.  Young's  theories  are  viewed  by  Dr.  Woliaston, 
is  also  a  proof  of  their  merit  and  their  consonance  to  the 
principles  of  philosophy ;  and  whatever  objections  were 
thrown  out  against  them,  were  rather  the  vindictive  efTu- 
sions  of  individual  resentment,  than  the  cool  debates  of 
calm  criticism. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  professional  information  acquired 
by  him  at  Cambridge,  Dr.  Young  passed  likewise  a  cer- 
tain period  of  study  at  Edinburgh.  From  that  University 
he  extended  his  researches  in  medicine,  by  passing  over, 
as  already  stated,  to  the  Continent,  visiting  the  chief  seats 
of  literature  and  professional  science. 

Among  his  other  labors,  he  has  published  a  System  of 
Medicine,  which,  like  all  his  works,  shows  much  reading, 
investigation,  and  science.     Such  a  man  as  Dr.  Young 
could  not  fail  to  be  aa  acquisition  to  a  medical  estab- 
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lisliraent,  which,  as  a  school,  is  deficient,  and  wants  a 
pre-eminence  of  literary  and  professional  celebrity  to 
place  it  on  a  footing  with  the  great  hospitals  of  the  me- 
tropolis. 

The  next  professional  preferment  to  which  Dr.  Young 
was  raised,  and  which  was  a  raark  of  the  high  confidence 
entertained  of  his  literary  and  philosophical  talents,  wag 
the  appointment  of  Professor  to  the  Royal  Institution  of 
Great  Britain;  an  institution  in  which  its  managers  have 
studied  to  concentrate  all  that  is  useful  in  science,  or  ele- 
gant in  literature.     He  accepted  the  appointment  of  Pro- 
fessor of  Natural  Philosophy  in  the  Royal  Institution,  as 
an  occupation  which  would  fill  up  agreeably  and  advan- 
tageously such  leisure  hours,  as  a  young  practitioner  of 
physic  must  expect  to  be  left  free  from  professional  cares. 
He  was  led  to  hope,  that  he  should  be  able  to  impress  an 
audience  formed  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of 
the  metropolis,  with  such  a  partiality,  as  the  moderately 
well  informed  are  inclined  to  entertain,  for  those  who  ap- 
pear to  know  even  a  little  more  than  themselves,  of  mat- 
ters of  science ;  that  he  might  be  of  use  to  the  public,  in 
disseminating  the  true  principles  of  natural  philosophy; 
and  that  he  might  in  future  be  remunerated  by  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  more  extensive  confidence  in  his  professional 
abilities,  than  could  have  been  granted  to  a  person  less 
generally  known.     While  he  held  the  situation,  he  wished 
to  make  his  lectures  as  intelligible  as  the  nature  of  the 
subjects  permitted ;  but  it  was  not  his  ambition  to  ren- 
der  them  a  substitute  for  those  of  any  superficial  expe- 
rimenter, that  was  in  the  habit  of  delivering  courses  of 
natural    philosophy    for    the    amusement    of  boarding- 

gchools. 

After  fulfilling,  for  two  years,  the  duties  of  the  Pro- 
fessorship, he  found  them  so  incompatible  with  the  pur- 
suits of  a  practical  physician,  that  in  compliance  with  the 
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advice  of  his  friends,  he  gave  notice  of  his  wish  to  resign 
the  office.  The  result,  however,  of  his  labours,  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  natural  philosophy  and  the  me- 
chanical arts,  has  been  rendered  of  some  permanent  uti- 
lity ;  for  he  has  since  collected  such  a  mass  of  references 
to  works  of  all  ages  and  of  all  nations,  accompanied  by 
many  notes  and  extracts  from  them,  that  it  will  hence- 
forwards  be  easy  for  every  student,  and  every  author,  to 
know  at  once  what  has  been  done,  and  what  remains  to 
be  done,  in  the  subject  of  his  particular  researches ;  and 
to  what  books  he  must  apply  for  the  best  information, 
where  further  information  is  required  and  can  be  obtained. 
Considering  how  widely  this  information  is  at  present 
scattered,  Dr.  Young  will  have  rendered  a  service  of  some 
importance  to  every  department  of  the  sciences,  and  we 
are  happy  to  know  he  is  now  on  the  point  of  preparing 
his  book  for  immediate  publication ;  for  the  profession 
it  will  be  fortunate  that  here  his  pursuit  of  general  science 
will  terminate:  henceforwards  he  has  resolved  to  confine 
his  studies  and  his  pen  to  medical  subjects  only.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  resolution,  we  understand  Dr.  Young  is 
at  present  occupied  in  an  important  and  elaborate  treatise 
on  Consumption,  from  which  is  to  be  expected  much  light 
will  be  thrown  on  this  insidious  and  fatal  disease. 

Dr.  Young  is  a  member  of  most  of  the  literary  and 
philosophical  societies  of  the  Continent,  and  along  with 
his  other  preferments,  holds  the  very  honourable  statioa 
of  Foreign  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society. 

In  summing  up  the  character  of  this  respectable  indi- 
vidual, we  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  possesses  the 
pride  of  science,  or  that  just  and  conscious  feeling  of 
his  own  consequence,  to  which  he  has  a  truly  fair 
claim,  from  his  deep  research  and  unwearied  per- 
severance.   His  learned  labours  entitle  him  to  rank  as 
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an  ornament  of  the  College,  and  we  have  no  doubt,  if 
blessed  with  length  of  days,  he  will  be  placed  with  the        > 
first  names  in  the  annals  of  Medicine. 


DR.  STANGER, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
GRESHAM  PROFESSOR  OF  PHYSIC,  AND  PHYSICIAN 
TO  THE  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL. 

XT  is  in  the  revolutionary  struggles  of  public  bodies,  as 
well  as  of  states,  that  talents  are  called  forth.  On  these 
occasions  are  unfolded,  and  put  to  the  test,  judgment,  re- 
solution, and  th«  great  qualities  of  the  mind.  The  present 
respectable  individual  stood  forward  as  the  champion  of 
his  brethren,  in  a  contest  which  did  him  high  credit,  for 
his  perseverance  and  pen  were  equally  displayed  in  a 
cause  which  will  ever  endear  him  to  professional  grati- 
tude, and  record  his  name  as  the  liberal  advocate  of 
science,  and  of  that  dignity  which  ought  to  appertain  to 
it.  Whatever  restrictions  the  contracted  views  of  prero- 
gative may  impose,  he  sought  only  that  laudable  reforma- 
tion which  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  which  every 
Fellow  must  approve,  if  self-interest  is  set  aside;  but 
man,  frail  man,  dressed  in  a  little  brief  authority,  can 
seldom  reason  here  on  just  or  liberal  principles.  Power 
presents  a  jaundiced  eye  to  all  infringements. 

Dr.  Stanger  is  a  native  of  Cumberland,  and  descended 
from  a  family  who  have  possessed  estates,  and  resided  in 
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the  romantic  vale  of  Keswick  during  many  centuries. 
There  is  a  village  called  Stanger,  and  a  mineral  water  of 
the  same  name  in  the  vicinity  of  Cockermouth.  Dr.  S. 
received  the  rudiments  of  education  at  Whitehaven,  where 
he  was  born,  and  where  his  father  was  a  considerable  and 
most  respectable  merchant.  He  afterwards  prosecuted 
his  studies  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher  at  Kirkoswald.  At 
an  early  period  of  life  he  chose  the  profession  of  physic, 
and  by  the  death  of  his  father  was  left  very  much  under 
his  own  guidance  when  very  young.  He  began  his  me- 
dical pursuits  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  for  the  advan- 
tages of  attending  the  hospital  there,  which  receiving  pa- 
tients from  most  of  the  northern  counties,  and  also  from 
the  numerous  accidents  which  happen  in  the  collieries,  is 
one  of  the  principal  hospitals  in  this  country.  He  resided, 
upon  a  liberal  footing,  with  Mr.  Abbs,  an  eminent  sur- 
geon, and  was  his  assistant  in  the  hospital  during  three 

years. 

From  Newcastle  he  proceeded  to  Edinburgh,  and,  after 
a  diligent  attendance  on  all  the  medical  classes,  and  being 
an  active  member  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  during 
three  years,  attained  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Physic  in  that 
University.  He  chose  for  the  subject  of  his  inaugural 
dissertation  the  preservation  of  health,  De  Sanitate  tu- 

enda. 

After  a  short  residence  in  London,  being  desirous  of 
deriving  professional  and  general  information  abroad, 
Dr.  S.  proceeded  to  Paris,  and  devoted  six  months  to  dis- 
section, attending  medical  classes,  and  the  hospitals  in 
that  metropolis;  and  afterwards  resided  some  months  at 
Geneva,  on  a  footing  of  the  most  liberal  intercourse  with 
the  medical  practitioners  of  that  enlightened  town.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Montpelier,  and  pursued  his  travels 
into  Italy,  devoting  to  the  different  universities  and  large 
towns  as  much  time  as  their  relative  importance  appeared 
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to  require.  In  Rome,  Avhich  may  be  considered  as  the 
metropolis  of  the  classical  world,  he  resided  more  than 
six  months  ;  and,  after  visiting  Naples  and  its  interesting- 
vicinity,  returned  through  the  towns  on  the  Adriatic  coast, 
and  proceeded  from  Venice  to  Vienna,  where  he  attended 
the  hospital,  and  associated  with  the  eminent  medical  men 
who  resided  there. 

After  passing  some  time  in  Berlin,  and  visiting  the  prin- 
cipal towns  in  the  north  of  Germany,  Dr.  S.  devoted  six 
months  to  professional  studies  in  the  University  of  Got- 
tingen.  He  afterwards  passed  some  time  at  Leyden,  and 
visited  all  the  principal  towns  in  Holland;  and  returned 
to  his  native  country  in  1789,  after  an  absence  of  more 
than  four  years. 

He  then  settled  in  the  metropolis,  and  was  admitted  a 
Licentiate  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  without  having 
previously  examined  the  right,  which  he  afterwards  con- 
tended that  every  well-educated  physician  of  respectable 
character,  had  to  be  admitted  into  the  Fellowship  of  the 
College. 

During  the  first  year  of  his  residence  in  London,  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  elected  Gresham  Professor 
in  Physic,  and,  in  1792,  Physician  to  the  Foundling  Hos- 
pital, and  a  Governor  of  that  Charity.  Presuming  that 
men  of  equal  pretensions  had  equal  claims,  he  had  been 
led  to  investigate  the  history,  charters,  bye-laws,  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  College,  and  the  contests  that  had  taken 
place  between  tbe  Fellows  and  Licentiates.  He  found 
that  the  Charter  was  obtained  by  Physicians  who  had  not 
graduated  in  the  English  Universities.  The  three  peti- 
tioners first  named  in  the  Charter,  and  Confirmatory  Sta- 
tutes, were  all  foreign  graduates.  The  superiority  of 
medical  schools  in  Italy  and  France,  at  that  period,  is 
proved  by  the  testimony  of  all  cotemporary  and  subse- 
quent writers  on  the  subject  j  and  it  is  highly  probable, 
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that  all  who  could  afford  the  expence  of  a  foreign  educa- 
tion, availed  themselves  of  it;  and  that  besides  the  king's 
physicians,  a  majority  of  those,  first  constituted  members 
of  the  college,  and,  for  a  long  period  afterwards,  admit- 
ted, were  also  foreign  graduates. 

In  1585,  sixty-two  years  after  tl»e  Charter  was  granted, 
a  licence  was  a  preliminary  step  to  the  Fellowship.  It  was 
not  till  1674,  from  Charles  the  Second's  mandatory  letter, 
in  order  to  keep  out  Papists,  that  incorporation  at  the 
English  Universities  was  required  and  acquiesced  in,  be- 
cause it  could  then  be  obtained  for  a  trifling  sum  of 
money. 

The  fiicility  of  obtaining  incorporation,  in  Oxford  or 
Cambridge,  led  the  faculty  to  acquiesce  in  it,  though  an 
illegal  restraint.  The  most  distinguished  members  of  the 
college,  during  the  continuance  of  the  usage,  were  foreign 
graduates,  who  submitted  to  be  incorporated  by  the  Eng- 
lish universities.  This  illegal  incroachment,  on  the  rights 
of  the  faculty,  was  soon  followed  by  an  illiberal  and  unjust 
abu^eof  the  power  established  under  it;  and  the  college 
has  been  embroiled  almost  ever  since  in  contention  and 
litigation. 

Mead,  Akenside,  and  Sloane,  were  foreign  graduates  in- 
corporated at  the  English  Universities.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, till  1765,  that  the  encroaching  spirit  of  monopoly 
and  oppression,  encouraged  by  success,  emboldened  the 
college  to  publish  a  bye-law,  enacting,  that  no  one 
should  be  admitted  into  th(i  order  of  candidates,  Avho  had 
not  been  created  doctor  of  physic  in  the  university  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge,  after  having  accomplished  all 
things  prescribed  by  their  statutes,  without  dispensation. 
The  licentiates  were  after  this  under  the  necessity  of  either 
submitting  to  be  intirely  deprived  of  the  right  of  incorpo- 
ration, and  to  the  oppressive  and  contumelious  conduct  of 
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the  college,  or  to  endeavour  to  redress  tlieir  grievances  hy 

an  appeal  to  the  courts  of  law. 

On  this  appeal,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Letch,  the  following 

opinion  was  delivered  hy  Lord  Mansfield  : — "  This  court 

(the  King's  Bench,   says  his  Lordship)   has  jurisdiction 

over  corporate  bodies." 

"  Where  a  party,  who  has  a  right,  has  no  of^e?' specific 

legal  remedy,  the  court  will  assist  him  by  issuing  a  writ  of 

mandamus." 

"  There  can  be  as  little  doubt  that  the  college  are  obliged 

in  conformity  to  the  trust  and  confidence  placed  in  them, 

to  admit  all  that  are  Jit,  and  to  reject  all  that  are  mijit. 

Their  conduct  in  the  exercise  of  the  trust  (of  examining) 
ought  to  he  fah',  candid,  'dnd  unprejudiced :  not  arbitrary/, 
capricious,  or  biassed :  much  less  warped  by  resentment  or 
personal  dislike." 

"  I  think  that  every  person  of  proper  education,  requi- 
site learning  and  skill,  and  possessed  of  all  other  due  qua- 
lifications, is  entitled  to  have  a  licence  :  and  I  think  that 
he  ought,  if  he  desires  it,  to  be  admitted  into  the  college.''^ 

It  is  obvious  then,  that  although  general  exclus-ion  be 
a  grievance,  partial  admission,  through  favour,  is  an  in- 
sulting aggravation  infinitely  more  pernicious  and  dis- 
graceful ;  and  that  both  honour  and  interest  powerfully 
engage  the  licentiates  to  submit  no  longer  to  enter  the 
College  on  such  humiliating  terms. 

It  has  been  shewn,  that  the  College  possesses  within 
itself,  and  confers,  immediately,  on  its  members,  impor- 
tant advantages  :  that  the  exclusive  possession  of  its  pri- 
vileges, by  a  party,  enables  them  to  obtain  and  monopo- 
lize an  undue  proportion  of  the  honours  and  emoluments 
attached  to  the  profession :  that  the  great  body  of  phy- 
sicians in  the  metropolis  are,  in  fact,  and  must  inevitably 
be  depreciated  and  oppressed  by  a  college  of  physicians 
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invested  with   considerable   powers,    if  partially  consti- 
tuted. 

In  1797  the  right  claimed  by  Dr.  Stanger  (if  found 
competent  after  examination)  of  admission  to  the  Fellow- 
ship was  decided  against  the  Licentiates,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  the  Bye-laws  of  the  College  opened  a  road  of 
admission  to  the  Licentiates.  Though  it  was  forcibly 
stated,  that  such  bye-laws  were  a  mere  pretext  to  evade 
a  decision  against  the  Fellows,  and  never  had,  and  in  all 
probability  never  would  be^  extended  to  the  Licentiates, 
as  shewn  clearly  in  the  cases  of  Dr.  Sims  and  Dr.  Wells. 
In  eio-hteen  years,  since  the  decision,  no  Licentiate  has 
been  admitted,  except  through  favour. 

In  1798  Dr.  Stanger  published  his  work  on  the  Rights 
of  the  Licentiates.  In  1S02  he  published  Remarks  on 
the  Necessity  and  Means  of  suppressing  contagious  Fever. 
A  work  which,  though  of  no  great  length,  contains  re- 
ferences to  nearly  all  the  preceding  works  on  that  subject. 
The  diminution  of  contagious  fever  in  the  metropolis 
since  that  and  other  works  were  written  on  the  subject,  and 
since  the  Fever-house  was  established,  is  truly  surprising. 

Dr.  Stanger  was  one  of  the  early  promoters  of  the  Me- 
dical and  Chirurgical  Society,  and  one  of  the  Vice-presi- 
dents. He  published  a  paper  in  the  fii*st  volume  on  the 
Efficacy  of  Chalybeate  Medicines  in  some  pulmonic 
complaints ;  and  also  a  paper  to  prove,  that  seven 
years  after  vaccination,  persons  who  had  been  properly 
vaccinated  were  incapable  of  being  infected  with  small- 
pox. , 

In  his  conduct  through  life.  Dr.  Stanger  has  justly  con- 
sidered independence  as  one  of  the  first  of  virtues,  and  one 
without  which  neither  the  honour  nor  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fessional character  can  be  preserved.  Less  actuated  by 
views  for  himself,  than  for  the  interest  of  his  brethren,  he 
has  spurned  to  solicit  what  his  merit  deserved,  and  what 
concession  might  have  at  any  time  readily  obtained. 
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DK.  A.  FRAMPTON, 

FELLOW    OF   THE   ROYAL   COLLEGE    OF   PHYSICrANS, 
AND  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  LONDON  HOSPITAL, ' 

_IT  is  the  merit  of  the  English  Universities,  that  thej 
are  equally  calculated  to  form  the  student  and  the  man  of 
the  world.     That  the  retirement  of  studj  can  be  varied 
for  the  intercourse  of  polished  society ;  and  that  learning 
appears  there  not  joined  with   the   garb   of  rusticity  or 
negligence,  but  comes  out  with  the  improvements  of  ele- 
gant life.     This  proceeds  from   the  rich  endowments  of 
those  institutions  which  do  not  hurry  on  the  pursuits  of 
learning  as  a  mere  drudgery;  but  here  the  individual  has 
time  and  opportunity,  without  the  urgency  or  necessity  of 
the  moment,  to  precipitate  his  course;  hence  he  comes  from 
these  semir.ariep,  not  the  pedant,  but  the  gentleman  ;  and 
the  exceptions  to  this  are  few. 

The  present  respectable  individual  is  a  strong  instance  of 
that  cultivation  of  mind  and  manners  going  hand  in  hand, 
ivhich  we  feel  a  pleasure  to  state. 

Dr.  Frampton  was  born  at  Marlborough;  his  father 
was  descended  from  the  respectable  family  of  that  name 
at  Moredun  in  Dorsetshire,  and  settled  as  a  clergyman  in 
Wiltshire.  At  the  place  of  his  nativity^ Dr.  Frampton 
received  his  early  education,  and  when  the  time  arrived 
for  the  more  advanced  studies,  Cambridge  was  the  Uni- 
versity preferred  for  his  pursuit  of  them.  Here  he  pai<. 
ticularly  distinguished  himself  in  some  of  the  more  ab- 
struse sciences,  especially  mathematics,  in  which  he  is  al- 
lowed eminently  to  excel ;  nor  was  his  attention  less  con- 
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spicuous  in  every  branch  of  polite  literature,  in  which  his 
attainments  deservedly  rank  high.  During  his  residence  at 
the  University  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  father, 
whose  views,  perhaps,  from  his  own  inclinations,  were  di- 
rected to  rear  his  son  for  a  clerical  life.  The  sentiments, 
however,  of  Dr.  Frampton  were  different  on  this  head, 
nnd  he  selected  medicine  as  the  future  object  of  his  pro- 
fessional pursuit,  now  that  the  choice  was  left  to  himself. 
The  progress  that  had  been  made  by  Dr.  Frampton  in 
polite  literature,  was  a  proof  he  would  no  less  distinguish 
himself  in  this  new  and  favourite  department  of  science. 
Accordingly  in  the  usual  time  he  took  his  Doctor's  degree. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  medical  attainments  to  be  ob- 
tained in  an  English  University,  he  extended  his  views  of 
professional  learning  by  a  residence  at  Edinburgh,  and 
was  fellow-student  with  Dr.  Marcet,  Dr.  Roget,  and 
others,  now  settled  in  the  metropolis.  On  finishing  his 
studies,  however,  he  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  at  Cam- 
bridge, as  the  passport  to  College  preferment,  and  became 
a  Fellow  on  fixing  his  settlement  in  London. 

Soon  after  commencing  practice,  he  was  elected  Phy- 
sician to  the  London  Hospital  on  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Hamilton ;  and  here  a  field  of  professional  improvement 
opened  to  him,  which  a  man  of  abilities  will  always  know 
how  to  appreciate.  On  the  Institution  of  the  London 
Hospital  we  have  already  made  some  remarks,  and  it 
may  be  proper  to  observe  further,  that  it  is  conducted, 
much  to  the  honour  of  its  governors,  on  the  most  liberal 
principles,  for  the  advantage  of  the  patient.  No  limita- 
tions are  made  to  adnii'ssion,  or  the  indemnification  of 
burial  required  on  the  part  of  the  object  of  distress,  who 
applies  in  the  hour  of  sickness  for  relief  This  proceeds 
from  its  governors  not  being  selected  from  chartered  com- 
panies, and  thus  imbibing  their  narrow  corporation  spirit, 
so  injurious  to  the  meritorious  exertions  of  the  medical 
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officers  in  several  other  hospitals,  where  the  original  li- 
berality of  (he  founders  is  dealt  with  the  sparing  hand  of 
the  counting  house,  and  charity  directed  by  the  calcula- 
tions of  Cocker. 

As  an  hospital  physician.  Dr.  Frampton  has  shewed 
himself  rather  a  bold  and  decided  practitioner  in  his  treat- 
ment, not  led  away  too  much  by  the  chemical  partialities 
of  the  day,  but  inclining  to  those  explanations  which  are 
allied  with  the  principles  of  animal  life.  He  does  not, 
therefore,  consider  the  stomach  as  a  fermenting  machine, 
nor  are  his  combinations  made  with  a  view  to  their  rela- 
tive chemical  affinity  with  each  other ;  but  prescribed  by  the 
lesson  of  experience,  and  a  knowledge  of  their  good 
effects,  manifested  by  frequent  practical  application.  Dr. 
Frampton's  situation  in  the  London  Hospital  has  natu- 
rally made  him  carry  a  respectable  lead  in  city  practice, 
which  he  certainly  divides  with  some  of  the  first  names; 
and  we  have  no  doubt,  did  Dr.  Frampton  possess  the  ex- 
ertions of  some  others,  with  less  of  that  delicacy  of  feeling 
which  too  much  attaches  to  scientific  minds,  he  might,  as 
the  scholar  and  the  gentleman,  have  commanded  the  first 
place  in  city  practice,  on  the  solid  and  durable  ground? 
of  dignity  and  talent. 
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DR.  R.  PEARSON, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Practical  writing,  as  the  key  of  practical  know- 
ledge, is  the  true  test  of  real  information ;  and  the  labours 
of  the  present  respectable  individual  have  done  much  to 
improve  the  prescriptive  part  of  medicine,  and  to  furnish 
the  physician  with  ready  and  active  tools  for  use. 

Dr.  Richard  Pearson  is  a  native  of  Warwickshire  :  he 
was  removed  from  Chlswick  School,  near  London,  when 
he  was  about  seventeen  years  old,  and  placed  by  his 
guardians  (both  his  parents  being  dead)  with  an  eminent 
surgeon  at  Birmingham ;  under  whose  tuition,  however, 
he  did  not  remain  quite  three  years,  having  expressed  a 
dislike  to  that  branch  of  the  profession,  and  being  de- 
sirous of  attaching  himself  wholly  to  physic  :  he  was, 
therefore,  permitted  to  go  to  Edinburgh  (previously  to 
which  he  had  obtained  the  gold  medal  offered  by  the  Hu- 
mane Society,  for  the  best  Dissertation  on  the  Signs  of 
Death)  ;  and,  after  the  usual  residence,  took  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  there  in  1786.  The  subject  of  his  thesis,  on 
this  occasion,  was  scrofula,  as  connected  with  which  he 
introduced    some    remarks   on   pulmonary  consumption. 

After  this.  Dr.  R.  Pearson  travelled  on  the  Continent 
for  two  years,  observing  the  practice  of  the  foreign  hos- 
pitals, and  visiting  the  capitals  of  France,  Germany,  and 
Italy. 

On  his  return  from  his  travels,  he  was  admitted  a  Li- 
centiate of  the  London  College  of  Physcians,  and,  in 
1789,  he  settled  at  Birmingham  ;  and,  a  few  years  after, 


236 

was  elected  one  of  the  Physicians  (o  the  hospitals  of  that 
place,  on  the  resignation  of  the  late  Dr.  Withering.  Here 
Dr.  R.  P.  continued  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession  until 
the  year  1800,  when  he  removed  to  London. 

Whilst  he  was  at  Birmingham  he  published  three  small 
tracts,  viz.  one  on  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  another  on  Hydro- 
phobia, and  a  third  on  Bilious  Fever ;  in  the  last  of  which 
he  recommended  a  moderate  use  of  blood-letting,  with 
early  and  copious  evacuation  of  the  bowels. 

In  the  spring  of  1803,  when  a  catarrhal  fever  prevailed 
epidemically,  our  Author  was  induced  to  lay  before  the 
Public  the  result  of  his  observations,  pointing  out  the  ad- 
vantao-es  of  a  cooling  method  of  treatment,  and  cau- 
tioning aaainst  the  exhibition  of  anodyne  medicines,  for 
the  purpose  of  allaying  the  cough,  before  the  febrile  af- 
fection was  subdued.  To  the  second  edition  of  this  tract 
are  added.  Communications  from  eminent  Medical  Prac- 
titioners in  various  parts  of  the  country,  stating  the  result 
of  their  experience  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  which 
o-radually  extended  itself  over  the  whole  island,  and  in 
numerous  instances  proved  fatal  to  persons  in  advanced  life. 

Dr.  R.  Pearson's  other  publications  consist  of  a  Synopsis 
of  the  Materia  Medica,  and  a  collection  of  formula,  en- 
titled, Thesaurus  Medicaminum,  which  has  been  fre- 
quently reprinted.  There  is  also  a  paper  of  his  in  Dr. 
Duncan's  Annals  of  Medicine,  on  the  Use  of  Ether-va- 
pour in  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  and  another  on  Hooping- 
Cough,  inserted  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medico-chi- 

rurgical  Society. 

When  the  Yellow  Fever  prevailed  at  Gibraltar,  in  1804, 
our  Author  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  Contagion ;  in  which  he 
represented  the  necessity  of  a  rigorous  quarantine-system, 
and  recommended  the  establishing  a  Board  of  Health. 
For  a  private  communication  on  this  subject  he  was  ho- 
noured with  the  thanks  of  Mr.  Pitt;  and  when  the  Board 
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of  Health  was  being  formed,  the  trouble  he  had  taken  on 
the  subject  gave  him  some  right  to  think  he  should  have 
been  appointed  one  of  that  Institution.  But  Sir  Lucas 
Pepjs,  in  whom  the  nomination  of  the  medical  officers 
was  vested,  was  induced  (as  he  candidly  acknowledged  in 
his  correspondence  with  the  Author  concerning  this  busi- 
ness) to  give  the  preference  to  other  physicians. 

As  relative  to  the  subject  of  contagion,  on  which  he 
had  previously  written,  our  Author  published  a  Brief 
Description  of  the  Plague  two  years  ago,  at  which  time 
that  disorder  was  producing  a  dreadful  mortality  in  the 
island  of  Malta. 

Dr.  R.  P.  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
and  of  some  other  public  institutions.  He  was  married 
early  in  life,  and  has  a  family. 

From  this  short  sketch  it  will  appear,  this  respectable 
individual  has  done  much  to  benefit  medical  science,  and 
written  with  great  credit  to  liiraself  on  many  of  the  most 
important  subjects  that  belong  to  practical  medicine.  His 
Thesaurus  Medicaminum  is  a  work  that  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  professional  character,  and  is  selected 
with  great  judgment,  to  unite,  as  far  as  possible,  simplicity 
and  efficacy  in  prescription  ;  a  circumstance  not  generally 
observed  even  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  practitioners. 
Simplicity,  at  the  same  time,  may  be  carried  too  far,  and 
combinations  in  medicine  possess  often  an  activity  which 
cannot  be  always  explained  on  chemical  principles.  Dr. 
Pearson  has  chosen  a  happy  medium  in  not  carrying  it 
too  far,  and  thus  shewn  his  judgment  and  real  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  having  had  full  opportunities,  while  Physi- 
cian to  the  Birmingham  Infirmary,  of  putting  every  ar- 
ticle to  the  test. 

His  work  on  Influenza  was  of  much  value,  by  contain- 
ing a  full  and  elaborate  history  of  that  epidemic,  confirmed 
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and  elucidated  by  the  first  professional  opinions,  as  the 
basis  of  the  whole. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  great  statesman,  Mr.  Pitt, 
whose  attention  he  attracted,  could  not,  in  consequence 
of  his  important  and  satisfactory  communication  on  Con- 
tagion, have  overleaped  that  barrier  of  College  monopoly, 
in  favour  of  one  individual  of  merit,  and  the  proposer  of 
the  plan,  and  attached  him  to  the  Board  of  Health  as  a 
prominent  character.  In  that  case  the  establishment 
would  have  been  industrious,  and  answered  the  wishes 
of  the  country :  such  a  board  is  certainly  called  for. 

We  hope  that  the  well-meant  and  useful  labours  of  this 
gentleman  will  be  continued,  and  that  the  profession  will 
owe  to  him  much  farther  improvement  in  that  department 
so  little  attended  to,  the  prescriptive,  or  pharmaceutical 
part,  to  which  he  has  already  paid  so  much  attention. 


DK.  T.  WHITTER, 

TELLOW   OF    THE    ROYAL   COLLEGE   OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 

The  hospital  and  dispensary  may  be  justly  termed  the 
vestibule  that  leads  to  the  sick  cliamber,  and  the  physician 
who  settles  in  the  metropolis,  must  walk  for  a  certain 
period  his  public  round  here  as  a  necessary  passport. 
The  present  respectable  individual  has  accordingly  ac- 
cepted an  appointment,  which  has  been  the  introduction 
of  many  others  to  the  first  practice,  and  which,  with  his 
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own  exertion  and  talents,  opens  to  him  the  most  flattering 

prospects. 

Dr.  T.  Whitter  is  descended  of  a  respectable  family  in 
Devonshire,  and  was  educated  at  Tiverton  Scliool  in  that 
county.  On  finishing  his  preliminary  studies,  he  was  sent 
to  Cambridge,  and  entered  of  Christ's  College ;  where, 
after  finishing  his  attainments  in  the  circle  of  general  lite- 
rature, he  commenced  his  professional  pursuits.  In  1799 
he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  in  Medicine,  and,  in  1807, 
he  completed  his  academical  honours  by  becoming  an  M.  D. 
In  the  intervening  period  between  attaining  the  honours 
he  became  a  pupil  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  under  Dr.  Latham, 
Mr.  Abernethy,  and  the  first  founders  of  that  school :  he 
afterwards  extended  his  medical  pursuits  by  a  residence 
for  one  year,  first  at  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards,  for  the 
same  period,  at  Gottingen  ;  thus  composing  the  systems 
of  different  schools,  and  storing  up  what  was  useful  in 
each,  and  separating  the  true  ore  from  the  tinsel  of  theory 
and  idle  speculation,  with  whicli  most  universities,  more 
or  less,  abound,  especially  those  that  are  highly  celebrated, 
verifying  the  expression  of  Cullen,  that  at  such  places 
"  a  tub  must  always  be  thrown  out  to  the  whale." 

Not  satisfied  with  this  portion  of  study  and  acquire- 
ments, Dr.  Whitter  next  visited  various  parts  of  the  Con- 
tinent, with  the  same  zealous  desire  of  medical  improve- 
ment. 

On  his  return,  his  first  settlement  was  at  Worthing,  in 
Sussex,  preparatory  to  which  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the 
College  in  1808,  where  he  practised  with  much  and  de- 
served reputation  for  several  years,  and  as  being  a  sum- 
mer resort,  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  a  greater  extent 
than  what  the  mere  population  of  the  place  afforded,  and 
of  forminff  connexions  whose  ramifications  extend  them- 
selves  to  the  metropolis.  Finding  this  situation  too  con- 
fined for  one  of  his  acquirements,  he  removed,  in  1812,  to 
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the  metropolis.  This  he  justly  considered  as  the  groat 
field  for  talent  and  science,  and  where  a  man  of  industry 
so  gifted  will  never  fail  to  reap  the  harvest  of  his  labours. 
In  his  first  year  he  was  appointed  by  the  College  one  of 
the  Censors,  an  office  he  performed  with  much  zeal  and 
integrity  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  following  year  he  was 
elected  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  the  prac- 
tice of  which  is  extensive  as  a  public  institution,  and  from 
the  numerous  and  rapid  improvements  going  on  in  that 
quarter  of  the  town,  has  now  a  more  varied  set  of  pa- 
tients than  formerly,  when  it  was  more  devoted  to  those 
connected  with  military  than  civil  life.  'Besides  this 
public  appointment.  Dr.  Whitter,  in  1813,  was  elected  to 
another  official  situation,  the  Asylum  for  Female  Orphans. 
This  Establishment  opens  a  line  of  practice  of  high  in- 
terest to  an  intelligent  and  scientific  physician.  The  dis- 
eases of  early  life  have  not  been  studied  Avith  equal  ardour 
as  the  other  departments  of  medicine.  There  is  then  an 
opportunity  of  tracing  the  seeds  of  constitutional  and 
hereditary  diseases  as  they  unfold  themselves,  and  arrest- 
ing them  in  the  bud.  There  is  a  field  here,  therefore,  for 
trying  the  means  of  prevention  in  a  varied  and  extensive 
scale,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  present  ingenious 
physician  will  avail  himself  of  the  scope  which  his  official 
situation  gives  him,  to  throw  new  light  on  the  diseases  of 
this  period  of  life,  Mid  do  equal  credit  to  himself,  as  confer 
benefit  on  the  profession.  From  Dr.  Whitter,  therefore, 
much  may  be  expected,  placed  as  he  is,  and  his  talents, 
industry,  and  acquirements,  sufficiently  fit  for  so  important 
and  beneficial  an  undertaking. 
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DR.  S.  WTNTHROP, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

V^HEMISTRY,  when  applied  to  the  auxiliary  branches 
of  medicine,  rarely  errs.  When  directed  to  the  principles 
of  the  animal  economy  itself,  it  has  frequently  been  car- 
ried too  far.  The  present  respectable  individual  has 
wisely  directed  it,  we  are  informed,  to  the  former,  and 
furnished  his  friends  with  a  proof  of  his  chemical  talents, 
highly  to  his  advantage. 

Dr.  S.  Winthrop  is  a  native  of  London.  He  is  the 
second  son  of  the  late  ^5.Winthrop,  Esq.  who  is  thus 
pourtrayed  by  a  memorial  in  the  church  of  St.  Stephen's, 
Walbrook : 

Under  the  Vaults  of  this  Church 

are  deposited  the  Remains  of 

STEPHEN    WINTHROP, 

Formerly  a  Merchant  in  this  City, 

He  was  many  years  a  Director 

of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  and 

in  the  year  1804  and  1805, 

Governor  of  that  Corporation. 

He  died  on  the  Tth  of  October,  1808, 

in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

His  Father  and  Mother, 

Stephen  and  Frances  Winthrop, 

are  also  buried  in  this  Church. 

Dr.  Winthrop  received  his  classical  education  atGouda, 
in  Holland  j    and  after  these  early  studies,  which  are  « 
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prelude  equally  to  public  and  professional  life,  he  was 
Bent  to  Cambridge,  and  became  a  fellow  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  where  he  devoted  himself  almost  ex- 
clusively to  mathematical  studies.  In  1788  he  took  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  was  soon  after  chosen 
Fellow  of  that  Society.  In  1794  he  attended  Dr.  Baillie's 
and  Dr.  Fordyce's  lectures,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  same 
year,  went  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  continued  two  years, 
and  then  returned  to  complete  his  medical  education  in 
London  by  attending  St.  Bartholomew's. 

At  this  period  a  favourite  opening  occurring,  for  a 
physician  at  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  he  settled  there  in  1797^ 
and  continued  in  practice  there  five  years.  In  1803  he 
removed  to  Warwick,  on  the  removal  of  Dr.  Lamb  to 
London,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  analyzing  and 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  Lemington  and  Chelten- 
ham waters. 

Country  practice,  though  it  is  highly  useful  for  a  phy- 
sician, on  his  entering  his  medical  career,  from  its  afford- 
ing a  more  varied  field  of  business  than  in  town,  yet  ha* 
many  disadvantages  to  a  n>an  of  a  literary  or  philoso- 
phical turn.  Dr.  Wiatlirop,  therefore,  became  desirous 
of  relinquishing  it  for  tlte  metropolis,  and  accordingly, 
at  the  end  of  1810,  preparatory  to  this  step,  became  a 
Fellow  of  the  College,  and  sat  down  in  that  field  in 
which  it  is  the  ambition  of  every  professional   man  to 

excel. 

Among  his  professional  attainments,  Dr.  Winthrop,  as 
we  have  stated,  possesses  a  particular  attachment  to  che- 
mistry. An  Analysis  of  the  Waters  of  Lemington,  we 
understand,  will  soon  a.ake  its  appearance,  being  written 
by  him  at  the  desire  of  a  particular  friend,  who  is  about 
to  publish  an  interesting  topographical  work  in  the 
County  of  Warwick.  In  that  Analysis  he  has  detected 
the  inaccuracies  of  former  chemists,  and  shewn  that  meet/ 


/bijl<    Li^    ^  c^      "i^^ri^     ^<rt^<^     C'S^firxy    /tZ 


243 

and  discrimination  in  conducting  his  experiments,  wbicH 
augur  highly  of  his  future  chemical  pursuits.  He  has 
been  equally  fortunate  in  his  Analysis  of  the  Cheltenlsam 
Waters;  and  it  is  clear,  without  a  just  analysis  of  iheni,  no 
accurate  opinion  can  be  offered  on  their  medical  effects,  or 
the  action  of  their  combinations  on  the  human  system. 
The  subject  of  mineral  waters  is  an  important  one.  It  is 
medicine  ready  prepared  by  the  hand  of  Nature,  and  its 
combinations  are  formed  in  such  a  manner,  that  we  often 
cannot  account  for  their  peculiar  virtues;  for  a  judgment 
cannot  always  be  formed  from  the  quantity  of  their  pro- 
ducts which  enters  the  body.  Thus  when  artificially  pre- 
pared, the  same  water  has  not  at  all  times  the  powerful 
operation  of  the  natural  impregnation.  There  is  certainly 
no  auxiliary  so  useful  to  medicine  as  mineral  waters  in 
most  chronic  diseases,  and  a  physician  who  distinguishes 
himself  by  a  particular  attention  to  this  subject,  has  a 
just  claim  to  expect  exclusive  practice  in  this  class  of 
maladies,  in  general  so  formidable.  Mineral  waters  are 
at  all  times  the  refuge  of  the  invalid,  facilitating  the  re- 
turn to  health,  and  freeing  the  body  from  those  reliques 
of  disease  which  medicine  has  not  conquered,  but  whicb 
are  gradually  emulged  from  the  system  by  their  aid. 


DR.  P.  SATTERLEY, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  MIDDLESEX  AND  FOUND- 
LING HOSPITALS. 

XHERE  is  a  prepossession  often  in  favour  of  certain 
individuals,  which  speaks  more  than  the  possession  of  ta- 
lent.   The  present  respectable  physician  is  one  of  this 

&  2 
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casf,  whose  appearance  is  a  passport  ot  recommendation  ; 
not  that  his  abilities  are,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  called  in 

question. 

Dr.  Satterley  is  a  native  of  Hastings  in  Sussex,  where 
his  father  is  a  respectable  apothecary.    At  his  native  town 
he  received  his  early  education,  and  in  due  time  com- 
menced his  professional  studies  at  Oxford.     London  and 
Edinburgh  were  successively  the  places  of  his  residence 
for  farther  improvement.      On   completing  his  medical 
career,    he  graduated    at   Oxford,    and  was    soon   after 
elected  a  Fellow  of  the  College.      From  the  first,  the 
metropolis  became  the  place  of  his  settlement,  and  soon 
after  he  had  sat  down  in  business,  a  vacancy  occurred  in 
the   Middlesex  Hospital,    to  which  he    was  fortunately 
elected.      This    Hospital,    we    have    already    observed, 
has  never  been  distinguished  as  a  medical   school,  and 
without  this  the  fame  of  no  hospital  can  be  established  on 
a  superior  footing.     The  attendance  of  pupils  is  of  equal 
utility  to  the  patient  as  the  physician.     The  latter,  by 
having  them  as  critics  on  his  practice,  is 'nduced  to  pay 
a  strict  attention  to  each  case,  to  regulate  his  principles 
of  prescription  with  a  discriminathig  hand,  and  to  look  to 
their  opinion  as  the  regulator  of  professional  sentiment 
abroad  respecting  hi-a.     H     ce   the   hospital  physician, 
who  is  beset  with  pupik,  ought  to  have  the  turn  of  an 
expeamentalist  to  shine  in  his  department.     He  should 
try  every  new  remedy  that  science  or  chance  presents  ;  he 
should  fix  with  precision  the  power,  the  dose,  and  active 
principle,  of  every  medicine  in  present  use.     He  should 
be  able  to  point  out  the  errors  of  others,  as  well  as  pos- 
sess candour  to  acknowledge  and  correct  his  own.     He 
thus  will  build  a  fixed  reputation,  as  a  practical  physician, 
on  a  more  solid  foundation  than  by  the  mere  publication 
of  Clinical  Cases  and  Reports,  which  depend  only  on 
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their  authors'  assertions,  and  to  which  the  French  pro- 
verb was  too  justly  applied  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Cullen, 
"  Grand  ohsercateur^  Grand  menteur!"  On  the  contrary, 
here  the  facts  are  witnessed  by  the  eyes  of  the  attending^ 
pupils,  who  must  feel  too  much  interested  in  the  issue  of 
what  falls  under  their  observation,  not  to  note  every  thing 
with  an  anxious  and  discriminating  eye.  One  physician 
of  this  cast  attached  to  an  hospital  will  soon  give  it  me- 
dical eclat,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  Dr.  Satterley  will  take 
advantage  of  the  prominent  situation  in  which  he  stands 
to  do  this. 

Besides  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  Dr.  Satterley  has  been 
elected  also  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Foundling.  Here 
his  official  intercourse  is  of  a  different  cast :  childhood 
and  early  youth  are  the  subjects  of  his  treatment,  a  period 
of  life  when  there  is  scope  for  observation,  and,  as  we 
remarked  in  another  memoir,  when  the  constitutional  and 
hereditary  diseases  first  unfold  themselves,  and  when  the 
means  of  prevention  and  arresting  their  progress  ought 
to  be  the  leading  objects.  It  would  be  worth  while  to  in- 
stitute a  comparison,  how  far  the  appearance  of  constitu- 
tional diseases  is  greater  in  the  male  or  the  female.  Dr. 
Satterley  might  establish  this  in  the  Foundling  in  the  one 
case,  and  Dr.  Whitter,  in  the  Asylum  for  Female  Orphans, 
in  the  other. 

In  succeeding  Dr.  Mayo  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 
Dr.  Satterley  seemed  to  have  followed  the  same  plan  of 
attending,  during  the  summer,  a  fashionable  watering- 
place,  where  the  ordinary  or  stationary  practitioner  yields 
the  palm,  for  the  time,  to  the  London  itinerant.  He  has 
accordingly  regularly  attended  every  season  at  Tunbridge 
Wells,  where  he  has  outstripped  every  competitor,  and 
carried  the  chief  consultations  from  his  rivals.  Polite  in 
his  manners,  and  associating  with  fashionable  life,  at  such 
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a  resort  he  could  not  fail  of  success,  and  with  proper 
industry,  joined  to  his  accomplishments,  we  have  no  doubt 
he  will  in  time  also  take  a  lead  in  the  metropolis.* 


DR.  M.  J.  TIERNEY, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIA^^S, 
SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  BRIGHTON  INFIRMARY 
AND  DISPENSARY,  AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  PRINCE 
REGENT. 

A-  HE  vicinity  of  Brighton  to  the  metropolis,  the  salu- 
brity of  its  air,  with  its  other  numerous  local  advantages, 
had  rendered  it  the  favorite  resort  of  the  invalid ;  when 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  by  fixing  upon  it  as  his  summer  resi- 
dence, established  its  consequence  as  the  first  sea-bathing 
place  in  the  Empire.  In  this  school  the  present  respect- 
able individual  has  been  bred,  and  with  the  lessons  there 
learned,  and  the  connexions  there  acquired,  he  has  now 
set  himself  down  in  the  metropolis,  and  bids  fair  to  rival 
in  time  many  of  the  first  men  in  fashionable  practice. 

Dr.  Tierney  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  where  he  received 
the  rudiments  of  an  excellent  classical  education,  under  a 
private  tutor,  superintended  by  his  father,  who  possessed 
considerable  literary  acquirements.  This  most  excellent 
and  affectionate  parent  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
two,  leaving  the  subject  of  this  memoir  in  his  thirteenth 
year,  the  oldest  of  six  children.  His  studies,  however, 
were  continued  at  an  excellent  school  in  his  native  coun- 
try, until  he  acquired  the  usual  acquaintance  with  the 
Latin  and  Greek  classics. 

In  the  year  1797,  he  became  a  pupil  of  Drs.  Saunders 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  this  young  physician  has  anfortu- 
nately  paid  the  debt  of  nature. 
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and  Bablngton,  and  of  Messrs.  Cllne  and  Cooper,  at  Guj's 
and  St  Thomas's  Hospitals  in  London,  where  his  assi- 
duity and  abilities  -ained  him  the  notice  and  friendship  of 
these  eminent  men— a  friendship  he  still  enjoys. 

In  the  summer  of  1798,  he  was  introduced  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Berkeley,  and  his  medical  noviciate  commenced 
in  his  Lordship's  regiment  of  militia.  Here  he  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  h.s  Lordship, 
and  that  ot  his  brother  officers,  to  which,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  may  be  attributed  the  brilliant  success  which  has 
fiin^ce  marked  his  professional  career.  In  the  autumn  of 
this  year,  he  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Jenner,  and  his 
happy  discovery  Dr.  T.  had  the  opportunity  of  putting  to 
the  test  of  experiment,  and  became  one  of  its  earliest 
advocates.     In  the  winter  he  returned  to  his  studies  in 

London. 

In  1799,  1800,  and  part  of  1801,  he  pursued  his  studies 
in  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  much  noticed  by  that  distin- 
guished and  liberal  professor.  Dr.  Gregory,  whose  then 
only  son  he  vaccinated,  and  thus  gained  a  most  staunch 
and  powerful  advocate  to  the  cause.  In  April,  1802,  he 
took  his  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Glasgow,  and  on  that  occa- 
sion,  published    an  inaugural    dissertation,    De    Variola 

Vaccina. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year,  he  fixed  his  residence  at 
Brighton,  and  had  the  honour  of  being  presented  to  the 
Prince  Regent  (then  Prince  of  Wales),  by  his  early  pa- 
tron, the  Earl  of  Berkeley.  Soon  after  this,  he  was  ap- 
pointed physician  to  his  Royal  Highness's  household 
there.  In  1806,  he  was  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  the 
Royal  London  College  of  Physicians,  and  appoi*r&d  phy- 
sician extraordinary  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  In  1808,  he 
married  an  amiable  and  highly  accomplished  lady,  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Jones,  Esq.  of  Bloomsbury« 
square,  and  a  descendant  of  the  famed  Inigo  Jones. 
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Under  the  zealous  support  of  the  present  benevolent 
and  amiable  Earl  of  Chichester,  he  contributed  much  to 
the  formation  of  a  Vaccine  Institi  I'on  in  Sussex,  the  first 
county  one  established.  He  has  al>o  been  active  in  estab- 
lishing- a  Dispensary  for  the  Sick  Poor,  and  an  Infirmary 
for  General  Purposes,  at  Brighton,  alreaJy  jjroductive  of 
much  benefit.  To  both  of  these  institutions  he  is  senior 
physician,  and  passes  regularly  a  part  of  the  year  there. 


DR.  C.  SCUDAMORE, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

X  O  hold  a  leading  and  important  medical  subject  in 
constant  view,  until  all  its  bearings  are  intimately  searched, 
is  probably  the  surest  path  to  discovery  and  truth.  To 
attempt  this  exclu&hely^  is  rather  the  object  of  the  empiric 
than  the  true  physician.  Science  is  not  insulated  to  a 
narrow  point.  The  connexions  are  infinite ;  and  whatever 
focus  is  produced  in  knowledge,  all  the  scattered  rays, 
even  the  very  least,  are  essential  to  its  perfection. 

The  present  respectable  individual,  while  he  has  also 
generalized  his  views,  has  long  particularly  directed  his 
attention  to  the  nature  of  gout  and  rheumatism ;  the  one 
disease,  still  the  opprobrium  of  the  profession,  and  each 
the  torment  of  the  patient. 

Dr.  Scudamore  was  born  at  Wye,  in  Kent,  in  1779, 
where  his  father  practised  in  great  credit  as  a  surgeon. 
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He  was  educated  at  Wye  College,  under  the  Rev.  Philip 
Parsons,  in  the  preliminary  and  classical  branches  of  edu- 
cation ;  and  had  afterwards  the  advantage  of  commencing 
his  medical  studies  under  his  father's  eye  and  tuition  ;  an 
advantage,  as  well  observed  by  Dr.  Sims  in  his  Memoir, 
which  facilitates  our  acquaintance  with  prescribing  and 
detecting  error  in  the  composition  of  medicines. 

On  finishing  his  professional  progress  at  home,  as  far 
as   his  father's   lessons,    practice,   and    example,    could 
teach,  and  where  the  attention  of  the  father  would  do 
much  beyond  that  of  the  ordinary  teacher,  in  laying  a 
solid  foundation,  he  was  sent  to  London  to  attend  the 
medical    school    of  Guy's  Hospital  and   St.   Thomas's. 
Here  he  continued  three  years,  and  made  that  proficiency 
that  might  be  expected  from  a  young  man  of  talent,  fond 
of  his  profession,  and  who  wished  to  excel  in  it,  and  stand 
in  the  end  on  a  superior  footing.     Such  was  the  propriety 
of  his  conduct  during  his  attendance  here,  and  his  dili- 
gence and  acquirements  as  a  student,  that  the  most  ample 
testimonies  to  his  merit  were  borne  by  the  distinguished 
characters  of  these  respectable  seminaries  on  his  first  set- 
tlement in  life.     These  testimonies  cannot  be  better  ex- 
pressed than  in  the  words  of  these  gentlemen  themselves, 
that  "  they  were  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  bearing  evi- 
dence to  his  character  as  a  gentleman,  as  well  as  to  his 
professional    knowledge.      That   they   could  speak   with 
confidence  to  the  well-grounded    information  which  he 
had  gained  in  the  several  branches  of  medical   science, 
and  in  their  frequent  intercourse  with  him  in  the  progress 
of  his  studies,  they  were  assured  his  previous  education 
and    his    morals  corresponded  with  his  professional  at- 
tainments." 

On  leaving  the  hospitals,  Mr.  Scudamore  fixed  him 
€elf  as  a  surgeon  at  Highgate,  where  he  continued  to 
practise  for  a  period  of  ten  years  with  great  success  and 
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reputation,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  left  it  with  much 
regret  on  the  part  of  his  patients,  who  felt  and  acknow. 
ledged  his  loss.  H's  situaiioii  as  a  surgeon,  however,  he 
had  only  conbldered  as  a  prelude  to  higher  views,  on 
which,  from  the  commencement  of  his  medical  career, 
he  had  been  fixed.  He  had  now  fulfilled  his  preliminary 
intention  of  acquiring  professional  ex.^srience,  and  to  ibl- 
low  out  his  plan  of  attaining  whatever  farther  could  be 
gained  by  study  he  went  to  Edinbuigh,  and  attended  the 
lectures  of  that  celebrated  university,  which  has  produced 
so  many  ornaments  to  the  professional  character  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world.  Here  he  commenced  his  noviciate 
with  equal  ardor,  as  if  still  a  tyro  in  the  art,  and  became 
distinguished  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  men  there, 
with  whom  he  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  and  friend- 
ship. 

Having  attended  all  the  most  interesting  and  important 
lectures  of  the  Edinburgh  school,  Mr.  Scudamore  next 
went  to  Glasgow,  where  he  resided  the  required  period, 
and  there  took  his  degree.  At  this  place  he  had  an  op- 
pOTtunity  of  comparing  the  merits  of  the  Scots  seminaries 
of  medicine  both  in  theory  and  practice.  On  taking  his 
degree,  he  wrote  an  elaborate  dissertation  on  Gout,  which 
he  has  addressed,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  and  friendship, 
to  his  former  preceptor.  Dr.  Babington,  in  London ;  and 
also  to  Dr.  Brown,  the  distinguished  Professor  of  Moral 
Philosophy  at  Edinburgh.  This  subject,  as  we  observed, 
has  much  engaged  his  attention  ;  and  we  are  informed,  it 
is  his  intention,  in  a  short  time,  to  bring  forward  his  sen- 
timents on  the  subject,  under  the  title  of  a  "  Treatise  on 
the  Nature  and  Cure  of  Gout ;  comprehending  a  general 
view  of  a  morbid  state  of  the  digestive  organs  and  of  re- 
gimen ;  with  some  observations  on  Rheumatism."  That 
much  has  been  written  upon  Gout  to  little  purpose,  the 
sufferings  of  patients  .attest ;  but  we  flatter  ourselves,  thai 
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Dr.  Scudamore  is  one  above  writing  for  the  sake  of  making 
a  book.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  persuaded,  that  his 
work  will  contain  new  views  of  the  subject  interesting  to 
the  practitioner;  and  he  seems,  from  his  title-page,  to  mark 
the  solid  foundation,  in  examining  the  morbid  state  of 
the  digestive  organs,  and  laying  proper  stress  on  the  great 
and  leading  point  of  regitiien. 

At  present,  there  is  no  physician  who  takes  a  lead  in 
this  field  of  practice,  in  that  scientific  point  of  view  which 
is  so  incumbent.  The  Eau  Medicinale  has  increased  the 
too  prevalent  desire  of  empirical  specific  remedy.  It  is 
not  here  intended  to  discuss  its  character  as  a  medicine; 
but  assuredly,  when  regimen  and  the  morbid  state  of  the 
digestive  organs  is  overlooked,  no  pretended  specific  will 
maintain  its  useful  influence,  whatever  may  have  been  its 
seeming  success  in  the  first  instance. 

Dr.  Scudamore,  therefore,  by  having  fixed  his  attention 
on  the  important  objects  designated  in  the  title  of  his 
work,  will  do  much  to  raise  his  own  reputation,  and  to 
confer  a  benefit  both  on  society  and  the  profession;  and 
we  have  no  doubt,  that  from  his  turn  for  studv,  his  lonff 
and  varied  experience,  and  thus  directing  his  mind,  to  a 
leading  point  in  practice,  he  will,  in  a  few  years,  stand 
high  in  professional  life. 


DR.  J.  REID, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICL4XS, 
AXD  LATE  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  FINSBURY 
DISPENSARY. 

JrxOWEVER  liberally  the  human  mind  may  be  en- 
dowed with  the  choicest  gifts  of  nature,  yet,  unless  fer- 
tilized by  early  and  industrious  culture,  and  impregnated 
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with  the  germs  of  literature  and  of  science,  its  powers  will 
seldom  be  directed  towards  any  important  object,  or  its 
energies  contribute  to  the  improvement  of  any  useful  art. 
To  reason,  to  compare,  to  discriminate,  and  to  decide,  are 
qualities  which  can  only  be  perfected  by  diligp.ii  applica- 
tion. Habits  of  investigation  and  induction  iiius  formed, 
and  an  unceasing  attention  to  the  agency  of  mind  upon 
the  disordered  state  of  the  animal  economy,  have  invari- 
ably distinguished  the  respectable  individual  of  whom  we 
proceed  to  give  some  account. 

Dr.  Reid  was  born  at  Leicester,  of  highly  respectable 
parents,  who  belonged  to  the  Scots  Presbyterian  estab- 
lishment.    He  evinced,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  a  strong 
attachment  to  study,  which  his  parents  wisely  cherished, 
by  affording  him  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  most 
complete  and  liberal  education.     He  commenced  his  clas- 
sical career  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holland,  of 
Bolton,  in  Lancashire,  whose  seminary  at  that  time  was  in 
high  and  well-deserved  repute.     He  afterwards  became 
the  private  pupil  of  Mr.  Harley  Vaughan,  whose  eleva- 
tion to  the  rank  of  serjeant  at  law  proving  disadvantage- 
ous to  his  general  practice,  had  thus  an  opportunity  of 
imparting  to  a  pupil  a  portion  of  that  literary  taste  and 
extensive  knowledge,   Avhich  he  is  well  known   to  have 
possessed.     Having  derived  much   advantage  from   the 
instruction  of  this  accomplished  scholar,  our  young  stu- 
dent was  sent  to  the  New  College,  at  Hackney,  with  no 
specific  object  but  that  of  general  intellectual  cultivation, 
and  the  completion  of  his  classical  attainments.     Here, 
under  the  direction  of  such  preceptors  as  Dr.  Richard 
Price,  Dr.  Priestley,  Dr.  Kippis,  and  Gilbert  Wakefield, 
he  made  a  proficiency  in  his  studies,  during  a  residence  of 
five  years,  that  was  equally  gratifying  to  his  tutors  and  to 
his  friends. 

At  length,  having  determined  to  devote  himself  to  the 
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practice    of   medicine,    he  commenced    hi?    professional 
studies  at  Edinburgh,   in  the  course  of  which,  he   spent 
a  winter  in    Loudon,    a«   a   pupil   of  Dr.   Willan's,    at 
the  Carev-Street  Dispensary.     After  his  return  to  Edin- 
burgh, he  was  elected  President  of  the  Roval  Medical 
Society,  and,  in  due  course,  was  admitted  to  his  degree  in 
that  Uniyersitv.     His  inaugural  thesis  was  De  Insania.  a 
subject  calculated  to  excite  a  most  powerful  interest  in  a 
mind  prepared  by  a  previous  course  of  ethical  studies,  for 
the  investigation   of  those  moral  and  mental  influences 
that  produce  the   varied  and  anomalous  aberrations   of 
this  distressing  malady.     On  his  return  to  London,  he 
spent  another  winter  in  the  practice  of  the  Dispensary 
in   Carey-Street,   and  was  soon   after  elected  Phvsician 
to  the  Finsbury  DispeHsary,  the  duties  of  which  situation 
occupied  his  attention  for  the  next  nine  vear?.     Durino- 
this   period,  and   for  three   subsequent  years,  Dr.   Reid 
regularly  published  a  series  of  Medical  Reports  in   the 
Monthly  Magazine.     Such  Reports  had  pre\iously  been 
written  bv  Dr.   Willan.   who   afterwards  collected  them 
into  a  yolume,  which  contains   many  interestino-  memo- 
rials of  the  diseases  of  the  metropolis.     It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  Dr.  Reid  did  not  adopt  the  same  plan :   for 
these  reports,  characterized  bv  an  energy  and  originality 
of  thought,  while  they  sought  to  impress  the  public  mind 
with  some  valuable  aphorisms  for  the  preservation  or  re- 
coyery  of  health,  tended  to  diminish  that  destructive  in- 
fluence which   empiricism  and   ignorance  so  despotically 
exercise  over  minds  debilitated  by  sufteriu^,  and  unduly 
excited  by  illusory  hopes.     They  contain  many  specimens 
of  fine  writing,  and  although  they  sometimes  exhibit  an 
almost  unwarrantable  boldness,  yet,  as  thev  proceed,  this 
quality  becomes  evidently  tempered  and  chastened  by  a 
more   enlarged  experience  and  more  mature  reflecdon. 
Many  communications  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Reid  were 
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inserted  in  the  early  numbers  of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Journal;  he  was  likewise  the  author  of  several  metaphy- 
sical and  literary  articles  that  appeared  in  the  Monthly 
Maoazine;  and  also  translated  from  the  French,  Itard's 
*'  Memoirs  of  a  Savage  Youth  found  in  the  Woods  of 
Aveyron."  A  small  volume  on  Pulmonary  Complaints  is 
the  only  work  to  whicli  his  name  has  been  prefixed.  This 
important  subject  has  so  often  engaged  the  attention  of 
medical  writers,  and  has  been  so  frequently  exhibited  to 
the  public  in  various  points  of  view,  that  the  strictest 
scrutiny  and  most  extensive  experience  could  hardly  be 
expected  to  throw  upon  it  any  new  light.  This  volume, 
however,  contains  an  accurate  delineation  of  the  ever- 
varying  features  of  this  insidious  disease,  together  with 
many  salutary  cautions  and  judicious  directions  for  its 
prevention  and  cure. 

Dr.  Reid  is  said  to  be  preparing  for  the  press,  a  work 
on  Nervous  Diseases.  This,  if  well  executed,  would  prove 
a  valuable  acquisition  to  medical  literature.  In  every 
circle  of  society,  the  ravages  of  this  ruthless  destroyer  of 
individual  comfort  and  domestic  peace  are  felt  and  de- 
plored. To  investigate  the  causes  of  those  distressing 
trains  of  symptoms  that  are  the  more  pitiable  from  the 
very  circumstance  of  their  exciting  little  commiseration, 
and  to  suggest  some  alleviation  for  evils  that  are,  perhaps, 
more  likely  to  be  remedied  by  moral  and  mental,  than 
by  physical  discipline,  is  an  effort  worthy  the  attention  of 
a  contemplative  and  philosophic  mind. 

Dr.  Reid  was,  early  in  life,  honoured  with  the  friend- 
ship and  confidence  of  the  late  Dr.  Richard  Pulteney.  He 
attended  that  respectable  physician  in  his  last  illness,  and 
was  appointed  one  of  his  executors  and  residuary  le- 
gatees. 

For  several  years,  Dr.  Reid  was  accustomed  to  deliver 
a  course  of  lectures  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  medi- 
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cine,  which  were  well  attended,  and  favorably  received ; 
but  other  engagements  interfering-  with  this,  he  now  con- 
fines himself  exclusively  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  pro- 
fession. 


DR.  T.  SUTTON, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  KENT  DiSPENSAilY. 

X  O  appreciate  focts  we  have  formerly  observed,  is  the 
talent  of  the  real  physician  ;  and  to  reader  these  facts 
subservient  to  professional  improvement,  by  extending 
them  "  thus  far,  and  no  farther,"  displays  that  corrected 
judgment  which  claims  and  deserves  confidence,  and  whis- 
pers to  a  patient's  conviction,  all  will  be  done  that  can 
be  done  to  insure  relief  under  such  hands.  The  present 
respectable  individual  has  shewn  that  zeal  for  practical 
improvement  in  medicine,  which  ranks  him  high  in  cha- 
racter as  the  true  clinical  physician — tempering  decision 
with  judgment,  and  preferring  tried  experience  to  all  rea- 
soning. 

Dr.  Sutton  is  a  native  of  Staiford.ehire :  his  professional 
studies  were  conducted  at  Edinburgh  and  London,  where 
he  attended  most  of  the  celebri'ted  lecturers  in  their  dif- 
ferent departments.  He  then  past  over  to  the  Continent, 
and  graduated  at  Leyden  in  1787.  In  1790,  he  becan-e  a 
member  of  the  Coileire  of  Physicians,  in  London,  and  in 
1794,  he  obtained  the  appointment  of  physician  to  the 
army,  fr<  »m  v.hidi  latter  period,  his  active  mind  having  a 
field  for  observation,  devoted  itself  to  real  professional 
improvement. 
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Of  the  mortality  which  occurs  to  the  human  race,  fevers 
occasion   the  greater  proportion:   and,  in  military  life, 
where  youth  and  high  health  are  chiefly  exposed  to  their 
attacks,  they  make  dreadful  havoc.      At  the   period  of 
Dr.  Sutton's  entrance  upon  military  practice,  fevers  were 
supposed  by  the  army  practitioners  to  arise  from  con- 
tagion, and  on  this  principle  their  treatment  proceeded  by 
employing   the  antipwtrescent   plan,  and   the  danger  of 
debilitating  and  increosin-  the  septic  state,  were  greatly 
dreaded,  as  principriUy  producing  a  fatal  termination.    Dr. 
Sutton  considered  these  ideas  to  be,  to  a  certain  extent, 
erroneous.     In  a  pamphlet  written  for  the  purpose,  he 
has  shewn  that  the  army  remittent  fever  of  this  country 
owes  its  rise  to  contagion,  acting  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, circumscribed  in  its  nalMre,  and  g^nrrally  fetal 
where  treated  on  the   stimulant  and   antiseptic  system. 
The  contrary  to  which,  he  with  great  success  adopted,  de- 
ducing his  practice  from  the  symptoms  and  morbid  ap- 
pearances after  death.     The  merit  of  this  treatment,  now 
general  in  the  military  and  naval  services,   is  certainly 
due  to  Dr.  Sutton  ;   and  though  practitioners  in  each  of 
these  departments  have  been  of  late  brought  to  similar 
conclusions  from  experience  and  observation,  and  to  adopt 
a  similar  plan  with  him,  the  more  is  his  merit  enhanced  by 
his  previously  ascertaining  the  same  truths,  and  earlier 
reaching  the  goal  of  success.  Hence,  he  may  be  considered 
in  this  respect,  to  have  conduced  much  to  promote  a  great 
public  benefit.     This  plan  of  treatment  in  fever  was  early 
communicated  by  him  to  Dr.  Saunders,  who  observed,  that 
though  always  friendly  to  the  depleting  system,  he  had 
never  carried  it  so  far  as  Dr.  Sutton  so  happily  recom- 

mended.  .  . 

On  leaving  the  army,  Dr.  Sutton  settled  as  a  physician 
at  Greenwich,  when,  proceeding  with  the  same  zeal  for 
professional  improvement,  he  turned  his  attention  to  give 
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an  account  of  a  disease  that  is  frequent,  and  often  very 
fatal  under  the  usual  treatment :  this  he  has  properly 
termed,  from  the  constant  occurrence  of  the  symptom  at 
every  period  of  the  disorder,  the  Delirium  Tremens. 

A  chief  object  of  the  history  of  a  disease  is,  to  distin- 
guish it  from  any  one  to  which  it  may  approach  in  the 
concourse  of  its  symptoms,  and  by  an  enumeration  of 
them,  in  their  various  modes  of  appearance,  to  render  it 
familiar  to  the  comprehension  of  others.  This  had  not 
been  done,  in  the  present  instance,  in  the  full  and  precise 
manner  in  vvnich  Dr.  Sutton  has  described  it.  He  has 
also  impressed  the  danger  of  trusting  on  the  indiscrimi- 
nate use  and  confidence  in  blood-letting,  which  is  fre- 
quently employed  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease  ;  and  has 
distinctly'  shewn,  by  cases,  the  benefir.al  effects  of  opium 
in  this  mcrhid  condition  of  the  brain  and  intellectual  or- 
gans. The  success  of  his  practice  confirms  the  justice  of 
his  sentiments,  and  it  is  only  by  practice  establishing 
opinion  that  our  conduct  ought  to  be  regulated,  not  by 
opinion  preceding  practice. 

The  next  subject  of  Dr.  Sutton's  pen  is  one  no  less  im- 
portant than  the  preceding,  the  disease  of  Peritonitis^  or 
inflammatory  affections  of  tlie  Abdominal  Parietes.  Though 
the  propriety  of  large  and  repeated  bleeding  cannot  be 
doubted  in  such  cases,  yet  this  Herculean  remedy  will  not 
alwa^-s  be  successful  in  rendering  the  cure  complete.  The 
increased  action  of  the  small  circulation  of  such  mem- 
branous parts,  is  frequently  not  sufficiently  influenced  by 
the  depletion  of  the  larger  vessels.  It  requires  an  action 
peculiarly  upon  themselves  to  lessen  their  excitement,  and 
in  the  choice  of  remedies,  Dr.  Sutton  has  suggested  one 
which,  in  its  mode  of  application,  is  certainly  his  own. 
This  is  Local  Permanent  Cold.  The  advantage  of  cold 
affusions  in  fever  and  similar  affections,  were  first  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  late  Dr.  Currie,  of  laverpool,  and 
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their  merit  has  been  fully  appreciated  by  practitioners  of 
the  first  character.  Their  application,  however,  has  only 
been  directed  in  a  transient  manner,  while  Dr.  Sutton's 
plan  is  the  permanent  use  of  cold  to  the  part,  continued 
without  intermission,  so  long  as  the  symptoms  appear  to 
require  it. 

From  abdominal  inflammation,  Dr.  Sutton's  views  have 
been  directed  to  a  disease,  of  all  others,  the  opprobrium 
of  medicine,  the  gout.  He  has  here  shewn  the  most  suc- 
cessful method,  for  the  cure  of  the  paroxysm,  to  be  severe 
and  copious  purging,  at  the  same  time,  palliating  the  symp- 
toms by  opium.  To  this  practice  he  was  led  by  accident  in 
one  case,  together  with  the  analogy  of  the  operation  of 
the  Eau  Medicinale,  which  displays  frequently,  as  a  part 
of  its  specific  influence,  a  powerful  action  on  the  bowels. 
This  plan  has  the  effect  of  shortening  the  fit,  and  lengthens 
the  interval  between  the  paroxyms. 

Of  this,  though  the  depleting  system  appears  with  Dr. 
Sutton  a  favorite  practice,  yet  it  is  varied  in  different  dis- 
eases with  much  judgment  and  propriety.  We  have  a 
strong  example  in  his  plan  fox  the  cure  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism, which  he  confides  to  bleeding,  in  the  first  instance, 
where  the  attack  is  severe,  aflerwards  to  unloading  the 
bowels,  to  the  internal  use  of  refrigerants,  as  diluted  sul- 
phuric acid  and  nitre,  and  hy  apTplymg  permanenl  local  cold 
to  the  parts  affected  ;  or  occasionally  without  bleeding  to 
the  internal  use  of  refrigerants,  as  diluted  sulphuric  acid, 
and  nitre  with  the  local  means.  The  advantages  of  this 
plan  are  strongly  pointed  out  by  Dr.'Belcombe,  of  New- 
castle, who  has  implicitly  followed  Dr.  Sutton's  plan. 

From  his  experience  of  the  great  benefits  of  cold  in 
other  inflammatory  aft'ections.  Dr.  Sutton  has  been  in- 
duced to  observe  its  effects  also  in  that,  of  all  others,  fatal 
disease,  Pulmonary  Consumption,  and,  from  his  success 
i«  the  application  of  it  here,  confirmed  by  a  number  of 
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important  cases,  with  which  the  author  has  been  made  ac- 
quainted, Dr.  Sutton  has  been  led  to  condemn,  in  strong 
and  just  terms,  the  high  temj^erature  S7/stem  adopted  so  ge- 
nerally in  this  unfortunate  malady.  A  leading  ai'guraent  he 
adduces  against  it  is,  the  frequency  of  this  disease  in  the 
temperate  climate  of  Madeira,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Gourlay, 
and  also,  because,  in  a  confined  or  regulated  temperature, 
many  symptoms  will  be  exacerbated,  and  even  the  dryness 
of  the  air  become  an  aggravating  cause,  and  accelerate  its 
progress.  To  prove  the  justice  of  his  sentiments,  and  the 
benefit  of  the  opposite  plan,  he  directs  consumptive  pa» 
tients  to  be  kept  in  a  cool  atmosphere,  and  almost  con- 
stantly in  the  open  air,  that  permanent  local  cold  should 
be  applied  to  the  chest  on  attacks  of  inflammatory  stitch, 
or  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  that  the  disease  should  be 
completely  treated  as  a  pure  inflammatory  affection,  both 
by  medicine  and  regimen,  at  the  same  time  avoiding,  as 
much  as  possible,  those  means  which  tend  to  lower  the 
habit,  or  impair  the  strength. 

Such  are  the  new  and  improved  suggestions  of  this 
truly  practical  physician,  on  some  of  the  most  important 
subjects  of  practical  medicine.  He  may  be  literally  said 
to  think  for  himself,  and  to  set  in  this  respect  a  laudable 
example  to  his  professional  brethren.  Guided  solely  by 
the  fact,  he  proceeds  with  caution  and  judgment  in  his 
induction,  and  with  the  great  Sydenham  for  his  example, 
follows  the  path  of  nature  in  his  inquiries.  An  observa- 
tion of  his  may  be  also  here  remarked  as  it  respects  a 
medical  education :  "  I  would  have  a  young  man,"  says 
he,  "  for  some  years,  do  nothing  but  look  on  disease, 
and  mark  solely  the  appearances,  without  an  attempt 
at  reasoning  upon  them.  They  will  thus,  like  a  pic- 
ture, be  imprinted  on  his  mind,  and  so  rivetted,  as  to 
be  impossible  to  commit  a  mistake.  When  this  point  is 
obtained,  let  theory  be  his  last  acquirement."    That  ad- 
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vice  is  a  proper  one,  and  it  may  be  compared  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  prudent  merchant,  who,  in  the  first  instance, 
lays  in  a  sufficient  capital  before  he  attempts  to  speculate, 
and  thus  has  a  permanent  fund  to  draw  upon  in  all  cases 
of  emergency  or  difficulty. 


^    DR.  G.  D.  YEATS, 

(GRADUATE  OF  OXFORD), 

CANDIDATE  FOR  FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE 
OF  PHYSICIANS,  AND  LATE  PHYSJCIAN  TO  THE 
COUNTY  INFIR3IARY  AND  BEDFORD  LUNATIC  ASY- 
LUM. 

X  O  trace  discoveries  to  their  parent  source,  and  pay  a 
proper  tribute  to  departed  merit,  which  has  been  either 
overlooked,  or  which  the  lapse  of  time  has  consigned  un- 
justly to  oblivion,  shews  both  a  liberal  and  scientific  mind. 
The  present  respectable  individual  has  given  a  strong 
proof  of  this  to  the  world,  which  places  him  high  as  a  man 
of  deep  research  and  candid  inquiry. 

Dr.  Yeats  is  originally  of  Scottish  extraction,  and  his 
father  was  a  respectable  medical  practitioner,  connected 
with  some  of  the  first  families  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
island.  Aware  of  the  importance  of  extensive  knowledge 
to  a  successful  exercise  of  the  profession,  no  pains  were 
spared  by  him  in  conducting  his  son's  education,  and  ac- 
cordingly Dr.  Yeats  was  sent  early  to  Oxford,  to  pursue 
his  studies  on  a  liberal  and  scientific  plan,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  ft  number  of  years,  commencing  in  1789.    At 
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this  University  he  took  his  Bachelor  of  Physic's  degree  in 
1797.  To  complete  his  acme  of  medical  lore,  he  went  to 
Edinburgh,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  imbibed 
.whatever  was  worthy  to  be  known  there.  On  his  return, 
"liis  attention  was  directed  to  the  London  school,  and  he 
attended  some  of  the  first  lecturers  in  the  metropolis,  par- 
ticularly the  late  Dr.  Marshall,  in  anatomy,  and  the  Mid- 
dlesex Hospital,  then  under  the  direction  of  Sir.  H. 
Halford,  as  senior  physician  for  practice. 

On  thus  completing  his  professional  career,  he  first  set- 
tled in  Bedford,  when  he  brought  forward  his  scientific  work 
on  the  chemical  discoveries  of  Mayo,  as  containing  t^e  ori- 
ginal doctrine  of  the  Gases  claimed  by  the  French  chemists. 
This  work  he  published  in  1798,  which  justly  gained  him 
the  approbation  of  the  critics,  and  placed  Dr.  Yeats  in 
high  estimation  for  his  learned  inquiry  and  correct  deduc- 
tions. The  situation  of  Dr.  Yeats  at  Bedford,  naturally 
introduced  him  to  the  notice  of  the  Bedford  family,  and 
Lord  J.  Russell,  the  present  Duke,  to  whom  the  agricul- 
ture of  this  country  stands  so  highly  indebted,  shewed  a 
particular  partiality  and  friendship  for  him  ;  nor  was  he 
less  noticed  by  the  late  Mr.  Whitbread.  On  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Fox's  administration,  his  Grace  being  nomi- 
nated Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  particularly  requested, 
as  a  mark  of  his  high  confidence,  that  Dr.  Yeats  should 
accompany  him  as  his  physician.  While  there.  Dr.  Yeats 
was  the  active  means  of  establishing  the  Dublin  Humane 
Society.  He  was  unanimously  admitted  an  Honorary  Mem- 
ber of  the  Dublin  Society,  and  elected  a  Member  of  Tri- 
nity College,  distinctions  highly  flattering  as  a  just  tribute 
to  his  merit  and  philanthropy. 

During  his  residence  at  Bedford,  he  shewed  much  zeal 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Infirmary  in  1801,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  physician,  and  for  which  he  drew  up  rules, 
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being  nominated  of  the  Committee  for  tliat  purpose.  This 
highly  respectable  Committee  consisted  of  the  late  Duhe  of 
Bedford,  Lord  John  Russell,  the  present  Earl,  J.  Osborne, 
Esq.,  F.  Pym,  Esq.,  J.  Higgins,  Esq.,  S.  Whitbread,  Esq., 
and  Dr.  Yeats.  The  Infirmary  was  opened  in  1803,  and 
has  been  of  the  highest  benefit  to  the  county  of  Bedford.  - 
In  1813,  he  was  no  less  instrumental  in  another  public 
institution  equally  called  for,  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  the 
duties  of  which  he  performed  with  equal  assiduity  during 
his  residence  in  that  quarter.  In  1809,  Dr.  Yeats  married 
the  daughter  of  Patrick  Colquhoun,  Esq.  the  well-known 
respectable  magistrate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  whose 
views  of  the  police  of  the  metropolis,  and  varied  tracts 
on  political  economy,  make  him  rank  high  as  a  public 
character,  beyond  the  mere  routine  of  official  notoriety. 
From  this  connexion  he  was  naturally  induced,  in  1815, 
to  remove  to  London,  and  commence  practice  in  that  field 
which  is  erer  open  to  a  man  of  real  science,  experience, 
and  correct  behaviour. 

Since  his  residence  in  London,  Dr.  Yeats  has  published 
a  small  tract  on  the  discriminating  symptoms  of  hydroce- 
phalus, a  disease  so  often  to  be  mistaken  in  its  first  stage, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Wall,  of  Oxford.  This  pub- 
lication has  met  with  applause,  and  certainly  shews  much 
experience  and  discrimination  of  the  disease.  From  this 
specimen,  we  think  Dr.  Yeats  well  fitted  to  act  as  a  phy- 
sician for  the  diseases  of  infancy.  Since  the  time  of  Dr. 
Armstrong,  who  established  a  Dispensary  for  the  Diseases 

of  Children,  this  field  has  been  left  untrod,  and  it  is 
generally  blended  with  the  other  lines  of  practice.  An 
exclusive  attention  to  this  department  is  what  is  greatly 
wanted. 

On  leaving  Bedford,  a  most  flattering  encomium  was 
paid  to  Dr.  Yeats's  character  in  the  Resolutions  of  the 
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Governors  of  the  Bedford  Infirmary,  and  these  Resolutions 
we  shall  here  quote  from  the  newspapers  of  tliat  period, 
as  the  best  conclusion  we  can  give  to  the  present  me- 


moir. 


THE  MOST  NOBLE  THE  MARQUIS  OF   TAVISTOCK  IN  THE 

CHAIR. 

It  was  proposed  by  Samuel  Whithread,  Esq.  M.P.  and  seconded 
by  Francis  Pym,  Esq.  M.  P.  and  resolved  unanimously, 

That  the  Governors  of  the  Bedford  Infirmary  cannot  part  with 
Dr.  Yeats,  without  conveying  to  him,  in  the  strongest  terras,  the 
expression  of  their  unfeigned  regret  at  the  determination  he  has 
taken  to  quit  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Bedford,  whereby  the  pa- 
tients will  be  deprived  of  his  services,  which,  from  the  first  opening 
of  the  house  in  the  year  1803,  have  been  so  eminently  conducive 

to  their  welfare. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Governors  do  wish  all  possible 
prosperity  to  Dr.  Yeats,  success  in  his  future  caireer,  and  that  his 
talents,  knowledge,  and  humanity,  may  be  as  highly  appreciated  ia 
any  future  'phere  of  action,  as  they  will  always  be  gratefully  re- 
membered at  the  Bedford  Infirmary. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  above  Resolutions  be  presented 
to  Dr.  Yeats,  by  the  Chairman,  and  be  published  in  the  London  and 

the  Provincial  Papers. 

(Signed)  TAVISTOCK. 


DR.  S.  PELLET, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Among  the  great  objects  of  medicine,  an  attention  to 
the  diseases  of  the  mind  should  ever  claim  a  prominent 
regard.     It  has  been  so  with  the  present  respectable  indi- 
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vidua!,  and  the  physician  who  neglects  this  study,  who 
does  not  trace  the  windings  oi  th  d  invisible  guide  which 
directs  and  regulates  the  oystern,  wiH  fail  in  givi.ig  that 
relief  which  medicine  ought  to  impart,  if  properly  prac' 
tised,  and  which  hirnan  Jy  call?  for. 

Dr.  Pellet  is  a  native  of  London,  and  was  born  in 
Tokep.house  Yard,  in  the  parish  of  Lothbury.  Having 
been  from  an  early  period  subject  to  frequent  complaints 
on  lus  lungs,  a  total  chaug3  of  c'iroat<^  was  recommended, 
and  he  removed  first  to  Lausanne,  and  afterwards  to 
Geneva,  where  he  had  the  advantage  of  being  two  years 
the  pupil  of  the  celebrated  professor  De  Saussure  His 
health  being  somewhat  strengthened,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land :  he  was  matriculated  at  Oxford,  and  a  student  of 
Hertford  College,  and  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
that  University. 

HfvJiVg  made  choice  of  the  medical  profession,  he  re- 
Biovef!  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  studied  four  years,  under 
the  celebrnted  professors  Cullen,  Monro,  Grjegor},  B(ack, 
Duncan,  Robison,  &c.  After  taking  a  Doctor's  degree 
at  Edinburgh,  he  returned  to  London,  was  a  pupil  of  St. 
George's  Hospital,  and  attended  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Wm. 
Hunter  and  Dr.  John  Hunter,  and  obtained  a  licence  from 
the  College  of  Physicians. 

He  first  settled  as  a  physician  at  Reading,  in  Berk- 
shire, and  afterwards  removed  to  St.  Albans,  in  Hertford- 
fchire,  when,  besides  the  general  country  practice,  he  kept 
a  house  for  the  reception  of  a  few  genteel  lunatic  patients. 
In  compliance  with  th'^  wishes  of  his  family,  he  is  lately 
removed  to  London,  gi'  ing  up  the  lunatic  business,  ex- 
cepti  g  in  cases  of  consul  rition,  where  his  opinion  may  be 
required  for  the  satisfat  tioi;  of  the  patient's  friends. 

Dr.  Pellet's  inaugural  dissertation  was  De  Palustrium 
locorum  insalubritate  tt  miasmata  oriunda.  published  in 
1779.    At  that  period,  this  was  a  subject  of  higher  in- 
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terest  than  at  present,  as  the  gradual  improvements  In 
agriculture  nnd  draining  of  land,  as  well  as  an  attention 
to  the  situation  of  houses  in  the  great  towns  and  their 
vicinity,  has  lessened  considerably  the  progress  of  inter- 
roittents  in  this  country.  But  still  this  circumstance  by 
no  means  lessens  tbe  merit  of  Dr.  Pellet's  thesis,  which 
evinces  a  full  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  both  as  to  the 
cause,  prevention,  and  cure. 

When  at  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Pellet  was  elected  President 
of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  and  after  his  settlement  in 
Hertfordshire,  was  for  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  an 
acting  magistrate  for  the  liberty  of  St.  Albans,  situations 
which  shewed  the  respect  and  attachment  of  his  associates 
in  earlv  life,  and  the  consequence  afterwards  attached  to 
his  character  and  professional  merit,  by  those  among  whom 
he  so  long  resided. 


DR.  ALEX.  P.  BUCHAN, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  SENIOR  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  WESTMINSTER 
HOSPITAL. 

XF  medical  pride  belong  justly  to  any  one,  it  is  to  those 
whom  great  public  benefit  marks  out  as  the  benefactors  of 
mankind,  or  of  their  profession.  This  present  respectable 
individual  is  the  son  of  the  well-known  and  far-famed 
author  of  the  Domestic  Medicine,  who  certainly  gave  a 
taste  for  the  cultivation  of  medicine  as  a  popular  science, 
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and  did  much  to  remove  popular  prejudices  on  the  subject 

of  disease. 

Dr.  A.  P.  B.  was  born  in  the  year  1764,  at  Sheffield,  in 
Yorkshire,  where  his  father  was,  at  that  time,  physician  to 
the  Foundling  Hospital.  His  classical  education  was,  how- 
ever, conducted  at  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh,  where 
he  was  a  fellow-student  with  some  of  the  fir^t  characters 
of  the  day,  and  from  that  seminary  he  past  to  the  Uni- 
versity to  finish  his  classical,  and  commence  his  profes- 
sional studies.  Here,  at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  he 
had  full  time  and  opportunity  to  lay  a  solid  foundation  of 
medical  science,  and  to  draw,  from  a  rich  source,  what- 
ever was  estimable  in  theory  or  practice,  and  to  appre- 
ciate it  as  his  own. 

The  reputation  of  his  father  having  induced  the  latter 
to  remove  to  London,  he  gave  up  his  studies  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  attended  him.  He  there  became  a  student  of 
the  celebrated  Hunterian  school,  and  was,  for  some  years, 
a  diligent  pupil  of  both  William  and  John  Hunter.  With 
the  latter  he  was  rather  a  favourite,  and  was  very  early 
appointed  a  president  of  the  Lyceum  Medicum,  instituted 
by  him  and  Dr.  G.  Fordyce,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
emulation  among  the  students  of  medicine  in  London. 
He  afterwards  resided  for  some  time  on  the  Continent ; 
and,  in  the  year  1793,  took  his  Doctor's  degree  at  Leyden. 
His  thesis  was  de  Phthisi  Pulmonali.  The  dedication  to 
his  father  we  shall  here  insert,  as  containing  a  good  epi- 
tome of  that  celebrated  man's  character  : 
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PATRI  OPTIMO 

GULIELMO   BUCHAN,   M.  D. 

QUI  LABORIBUS  VIX  CUIQUAM  IGNOTIS, 

VITAM  ET  VIRES  VERO  IMPEND  ENS, 

MEDICINE  SCIENTIAM 

POPULO    UTILEM    REDDERE 

ET    HOMINIBUS    SALUTEM    DARE, 

INGENUE  STUDUIT, 

HAS,   OPERIS   INSTITUTI, 

SUO  SUB  AUSPICIO   INCEPTI,  PRIMITIAS  j 

HAUD  MAGNI,  SED  FORSAN  HAUD  INGRATASj 

VOTUM    EMERITUM    QUAM   LUBENTISSIME   SOLVENS. 

D.    D.    D. 

A.   P.   BUCHAN. 


On  returning  to  London,  Dr.  Buchan  deferred  for 
some  time  his  connexion  with  the  College.  During 
this  period,  he  observed  prudently  a  mixed  line  of  prac- 
tice, though  desirous  of  placing  himself  in  the  public  eye, 
he  published  a  small  tract  on  the  syphilitic  disease,  in  a 
plain  and  familiar  style,  and  with  the  same  popular  view 
as  his  father's  work,  which  it  preceded.  This  tract  was 
well  received,  and  shews  considerable  experience  and  just 
views  of  the  practice  in  every  foisn  of  the  malady. 

When  his  father's  popular  work  on  this  subject  was 
published,  Dr.  Buchan  added  a  valuable  appendix  on  the 
distinction  of  the  venereal  sore  throat  from  certain  ap- 
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pcarances,  which  are  often  and  fatally  mistaken  for  it, 
though  of  a  different  nature.  These  opinions  of  Dr.  Bu- 
chan  have  been  since  amply  confirmed. 

In  1781,  Dr.  Buchan  became  a  licentiate  of  the  College, 
for  which  his  medical  acquirements  and  ample  experience 
gave  him  every  claim — when  his  practice  became  circum- 
scribed by  the  rules  of  this  learned  body.     Soon  after  this, 
he  translated  the  valuable  work  of  Daubenton  on  Indiges- 
tion, and  added  notes  to  the  translation.     The  simple  plan 
of  this  author  accords  much  with  Dr.  Buchan's  ideas,  who 
feels  a  natural  attachment  to  domestic  practice,  and  looks 
more  to  the  influence  of  diet  and  regimen  than  to  medicine 
itself,  in  counteracting  the  effects  of  disease.    An  improved 
and  modern  edition  of  Armstrong  on  the  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren, has  also  issued  from  Dr.  Buchan's  pen,  and  as  it  is 
a  favorite  subject  with  him,  it  is  to  be  regretted  he  did 
not  rather  produce  a  work  of  his  own,  than  renovate  the 
obsolete  opinions  of  another.     After  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther, he  gave  also  a  new  edition  of  his  celebrated  work, 
and  enriched  it  with  notes.     Materials  for  a  publication 
on  Medical  Police,  a  subject  much  overlooked,  were  left 
by  his  father  in  a  forward  state.     We  hope  he  will  consi- 
der it  as  a  duty  to  give  this  to  the  public,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  it  will  be  executed  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  do 
credit  to  his  filial  affection,  which  has  already  prompted 
him  to  erect  a  monument  to  his  father's  memory  in  the 
cloisters  of  Westminster  Abbey. 

In  1804,  the  Doctor  published  a  Treatise  on  Sea  Bath- 
ing, with  Remarks  on  the  use  of  the  Warm  Bath,  which 
has  gone  through  two  editions,  and  is  now  the  standard 
popular  work  at  all  the  fashionable  places  of  resort  for 

sea-bathing. 

He  is  also  the  author  of  Bionomia,  or  Opinions  con- 
cerning Life  and  Health;  a  work  which  has  been  highly 
spoken  of  by  some  of  the  most  respectable  critical  jour- 
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nals,  as  containing  many  profound  and  philosophical  views 
of  the  principle  of  animation. 

In  18] 3,  Dr.  Buchan  was  elected  physician  to  the  West- 
minster Hospital,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Bradley,  a  situa- 
tion for  which  he  is  well  fitted,  both  as  a  teacher  and 
practitioner,  should  that  hospital  ever  be  made  a  school 
of  medicine.  In  some  former  memoirs,  we  have  had  oc- 
casion to  state  several  of  the  individuals  of  that  institution 
as  deeply  read.  The  same  we  may  apply  to  the  subject 
of  the  present  one,  whose  taste  for  medical  literature  is 
enthusiastic.  We  believe  no  member  of  the  College  pos- 
sesses so  complete  and  extensive  a  collection  of  the  writers 
on  popular  medicine,  and  also  on  the  diseases  of  children. 

Some  valuable  remarks  of  Dr.  Buchan  on  Pulmonary 
Complaints  will  be  found  in  Sir  John  Sinclair's  Code  of 
Longevity ;  also  some  curious  researches  respecting  the 
mode  of  training  the  ancient  and  modern  athletee,  or  pu- 
gilists, undertaken  at  the  request  of  that  Honourable  Ba- 
ronet. 

On  the  whole,  we  may  conclude  of  this  gentleman  that 
he  is  possessed  of  much  medical  science  and  varied  read- 
ing, with  a  turn  for  deep  research,  and  though  distin- 
guished by  some  peculiarities,  the  same  as  every  one  who 
thinks  for  himself,  he  is  a  man  of  nice  honour  and  ele- 
vated principles  of  conduct. 


DR.  W.  LAMBE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE   OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Singularity  is  too  often  the  result  either  of  af- 
fectation or  weakness.    The  present  individual  h«is  pro- 
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rnul«'ated  very  singular  opinions,  and  it  is  believed  every 
professional  character  thinks  so.  In  preserving  the  Col- 
lege designation,  he  may  be  aptly  termed  "  a  queer 

fellow." 

Dr.  Lambe  is  the  son  of  an  attorney  at  Warwick,  from 
which  profession  he  seems  to  have  drawn  some  of  his 
habits,  and  he  received  his  early  education  in  that  town. 
He  was  then  sent  to  Cambridge,  as  the  alma  mater  of  his 
professional  studies,  and  here  his  optics  saw,  through  a 
ditferent  and  new  medium,  the  lessons  of  medicine  there 
tauftht  from  any  of  his  compeers.  His  first  settlement  on 
commencing  practice  was  at  his  native  town  of  Warwick, 
which  was  thus  blessed  with  the  first-fruits  of  his  genius 
and  uncommon  acquirements.  Here  he  continued  to 
practise  for  some  years,  and  in  the  course  of  that  time^ 
he  made  an  analysis  of  the  waters  of  Lymington,  which 
is  said  to  be  incorrect. 

The  brilliance  of  his  talents  being  such  as  to  be  ignobly 
hid  in  the  contracted  circle  of  a  country  town.  Dr.  Lambe 
resolved  to  change  to  that  proper  expanded  sphere,  only 
fit  for  him,  the  meridian  of  the  metropolis.  Accordingly, 
in  1803,  he  removed  to  London,  and  unfolded  these  new 
and  unheard-of  truths,  which  give  his  name  a  claim  to 
more  than  common  attention  in  the  present  work,  and 
which  leave  the  panting  understanding  far  behind  in  the 
magnitude  of  their  conceptions. 

The  first  of  these  is,  that  man  is  not  a  drinking  animal. 

The  second  is,  that  nature  intended  him  for  vegetable 

diet  alone,  and 

The  third  is,  if  he  will  drink,  that  the  pure  stream,  as 
conveyed  to  great  towns,  is  a  noxious  impregnation, 
bringing  in  its  progress,  by  deleterious  contact,  the  seeds 
of  "  death,  and  all  our  woe." 

These  opinions  are  chiefly  contained  in  an  elaborate 
work,  OB  which,  much  of  the  midnight  oil  has  IJeen  speut 
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to  little  purpose,  entitled  "  Researches  into  the  Properties 
of  Spring  Water." 

The  proofs  of  his  first  extraordinary  position,  Dr. 
Lambe  draws  from  certain  animals,  he  asserts,  that  do 
not  drink,  and  some  instances  of  savage  life,  where  it  has 
been  also  dispensed  with.  But  on  what  a  slight  and  er- 
ratic foundation  is  such  a  theory  founded,  in  coatrad;ction 
to  the  state  of  his  economy,  which  shews  man  an  animal, 
whose  structure  is  composed,  in  a  great  part,  of  fluids, 
whose  mode  of  life  and  exertions  expose  him  to  much 
waste  of  fluid,  which  necessarily  calls  for  supply,  and 
whose  propensities  are  so  strong  in  favour  of  drink,  as  to 
be  the  only  animal  fond  of  intoxication,  a  state  certainly 
produced  by  the  use  of  fluids.  Dr.  Lambe's  maxim  then 
is,  that  the  desire  for  drink  is  an  acquired  habit,  but  if  so, 
it  is  a  habit  at  least  coeval  with  birth,  if  not  with  primary- 
existence,  and  a  habit  which  grows  with  our  growth,  and 
strengthens  with  our  strength. 

The  next  position  on  which  Dr.  Lambe  plumes  his 
fame  is,  that  man  is  only  intended  for  vegetable  food,  a 
fact  equally  contradicted  by  the  form  and  structure  of  his 
teeth,  which  shews  him  intended  both  for  animal  and  ve- 
getable nourishment,  and  also  by  the  formation  of  his 
digestive  organs.  As  a  farther  proof  of  this  the  lesson  of 
experience,  we  find  that  vegetable  food  both  gives  an  in- 
complete nourishment,  and  also  subjects  to  constant  dis- 
order of  the  primaB  viae. 

The  last  position,  or  the  deleterious  qualities  of  water, 
is  the  most  extraordinary  of  the  whole.  That  water  is  a 
solvent^  of  lead,  has  only  been  found  out^byjtbe  sapient 
head  of  J)r.  W.  Lambe,  in  contradiction  to  the  opinion 
and  experiments  both  of  the  late  Sir  G.  Baker  and  Dr. 
Heberden.  His  new  force  introduced  into  the  body,  and 
acting  as  an  exasperating  cause  of  disease,  has,  by  his 
own  account;  been  so  slow,  that  he  gravely  gives  us  the 
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cases  of  several  patients,  who  died,  as  he  conjectures, 
from  this  cause,  at  the  early  age  of  sixty,  seventy,  and 
seventy-five ! 

Dr.  Lambe's  grand  discovery  then  for  the  preservation 
of  health,  is  the  use  of  vegetable  food  and  distilled  water, 
a  mawkish  insipid  fluid,  no  longer  fit  for  any  useful  pur- 
pose, and  wanting  those  natural  impregnations  which 
adapt  it,  as  a  beverage,  for  the  constitution  of  man.  The 
plan  of  procuring  this  distilled  water  in  a  large  town,  is 
so  ridiculous  and  impracticable,  as  to  excite  the  risibility 

even  of  a  cynic. 

But  let  us  consider  the  subject  of  his  discoveries  in  a 
different  view,  and  mix  the  seria  cum  jocis.     Alas  !  poor 
Lambe,  dost  thou  aspire  to  promotion  ;  thou  wilt  neither 
by  thy  system  be  President  of  the  College,  nor  physician 
to  Portsoken  Ward.     Scarce  dost  thou  sit  down  in  the 
metropolis,    till   thou   wagest  war   against  John   Bull's 
dearest  delights;   thou  gravely  tellest  hon'^st  John,  like 
Father  Luke  in  the  play— that  he  can  only  be  in  health 
by  mortifying  the  flesh ;  that  he  must  draw  his  food  from 
the  field,  and  his  drink,  instead  of  the  crystal  stream, 
from  a  chemical  fount.     No  roast  beef  to  comfort  his  sto- 
mach ;  no  wine  to  rubify  his  countenance.    To  the  system 
of  Sangrado,  John  would,   with  patience,   submit  for  a 
time,  but  thy  discoveries,  alas  !   entail  a  life  of  penance 
not  to  be  endured.     John  must  only  'vegetate,  not  ihe. 
How  would  the  heroes  of  Waterloo  have  ter^niiiated  their 
grand  career,  had  they  been  under  the  influence  of  such 
a  penance.     What  would  berime  of  the  rt>venue  of  ex- 
cise, were  the  system  of  the  Laaibe  predominant.     On  the 
plains  of  Hindostan,  thy  rules  might  gain  some  regard. 
There,  were  thy  figure  like  Sterne's  monk,  as  a  Briimm 
thou  might  inspire  awe,  and   the  simple  native  venerate 
thy  tale,  and  act  by  thy  precepts.     But  canst  thou  sup- 
pose that  the  British  metropolis  would  feel  thy  lead- 
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struck  influence,  and  tremble  at  the  idea  of  poison  in 
every  cup  they  quaffed.  No :  though  often  the  sons  of 
prejudice,  they  have  not  so  far  lost  sight  of  common  sense. 
Lead,  like  Aaron's  rod,  is  every-where  present  with  thee, 
and  if  thy  precepts  were  just,  Esculapius  should  give  place 
to  a  Saturnian  deity  as  the  tutelary  god  of  the  profession. 

The  use  of  his  regimen.  Dr.  Lambe  has  particularly 
recommended  in  the  cure  of  cancer,  and  some  other  con- 
stitutional diseases.  Lowering  the  system  is  certainly,  in 
such  cases,  a  leading  principle;  but  we  do  not  see  that  it 
is  better  accomplished  by  the  distilled  water,  than  the 
common  water  regimen  employed  by  other  practitioners. 

On  the  whole,  we  may  conclude  of  this  gentleman,  that 
the  rectitude  of  his  intention  cannot  be  called  in  question, 
though  the  correctness  of  his  j-jtlgment  may  be  strongly 
impeached.  The  man  who  verifies  his  precepts  by  his 
own  example  must  be  honest,  and  his  heart  possess  a  su- 
periority over  his  head.  We  cannot  express  our  good 
wishes  in  regard  to  him  better,  than  by  quoting  the  fol- 
lowing lines  from  a  well-known  periodical  publication 
some  years  ago : 

Long,  long  be  the  day  ere  as  lead  you'll  be  cold. 
And  distant  the  time  ere  the  sheet  shall  be  roll'd 
Thy  coffin  to  line— 0  ye  rollers,  move  slow; 
My  drink  be  Lambe's  conduit,  when  1  wish  'em  to  go. 


DR.  B.  F.  OUTRAM, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSI- 
CIANS,  AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  MARY-LE-BONE 
DISPENSARY. 

The  British  service  may  be  considered  as  equally  th« 
nursery  of  medical  science  as  of  valor;  and  to  the  list  of 
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those  who  have  past  their  noviciate  there,  may  be  added 
the  present  respectable  individual. 

Dr.  Outram  is  descended  of  a  respectable  family  in 
Yorkshire.  Having  chosen  medicine  lor  his  pursuit  in 
life,  his  professional  studies  were  conducted  for  several 
years  at  St.  Thomas's  and  Guy's,  under  the  distinguished 
teachers  of  that  school.  With  the  acquirements  there 
obtained,  he  then  entered  into  the  naval  service,  where 
he  conducted  himself,  as  a  principal  medical  officer,  with 
credit  and  reputation  for  several  years,  in  the  different  de- 
partments assigned  him.  As  a  proof  of  this,  it  may  be 
stated,  that  he  still  holds  an  honorary  appointment  in 
one  of  the  royal  yachts.  In  1806,  Dr.  Outram,  with  the 
view  of  retiring  to  civil  practice,  went  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  past  the  usual  period  allotted  for  academical 
honors,  and  then  graduated  in  1809,  publishing  on  this 
occasion,  a  Thesis  de  Febre  Continua,  a  subject  which 
he  was  well  qualified,  from  his  previous  experience  and 
opportunities  of  observation,  to  treat  with  a  masterly 
hand.  In  1811,  he  sat  down  in  the  metropolis,  fixing  his 
residence  in  Hanover  Square,  and  we  think  he  bids  fair 
to  hold  a  respectable  rank  in  the  list  of  the  College  prac- 
titioners. 


'/LCiyU 


ly  DR.  BIRKBECK, 


LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSI- 
CIANS, AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  ALDERSGATE  DIS- 
PENSARY. 

iilTERARY  talents  and  strong  connexions  at  all  times 
command  success  with  a  professional  character,  and  the 
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respectable  individual  now  before  us  is  proceeding  with 
rauid  strides  to  occupy  that  place  in  city  practice,  which 
a  Fothergill  and  a  Lettsom  have  held  before. 

Dr.  Birkbeck  is  a  native  of  Settle,  in  Yorkshire,  where 
his  family  resides.  His  father  was  a  banker,  and  his  bro- 
ther pursues  the  same  respectable  mode  of  acquiring 
wealth.  They  all  belong  to  the  sect  of  Friends,  the  only 
sect  whose  mode  of  religion  is  all  internal,  and  forms, 
what  all  religion  ought  to  be,  the  silent  passing  inter- 
change between  the  individual  and  the  Deity,  without 
form  or  ostentation,  and  whose  general  conduct  in  society 
is  marked  by  the  meek  demeanour  of  the  humble  Jesus 
more  than  any  other.  Dr.  Birkbeck  received  the  first  ru- 
diments of  education  at  Diggles worth  school,  and  after  a 
sufficient  proficiency  in  general  literature,  having  selected 
medicine  as  his  professional  pursuit,  he  was  sent  to  Edin- 
burgh. Here  he  took  his  degree,  and  soon  after  began 
his  career  in  the  metropolis. 

As  a  young  physician  cannot  at  first  have  his  time  fully 
employed  by  real  professional  occupation,  it  is  fortunate 
where  he  possesses  a  literary  turn,  as  it  leads  in  the  ruean- 
time  to  real  professional  improvement,  for  it  directs  his 
attention  in  literature  merely  to  professional  subjects, 
which  is  acquiring  the  experience  at  a  cheap  rate.  Dr. 
Birkbeck  accordingly  availed  himself  of  this,  but  possess- 
ing that  acumen  of  mind  which  is  more  apt  to  follow  its 
own  opinion,  than  go  by  the  sentiments  of  others,  he  took 
an  active  part  in  the  London  Medical  Review,  and  com- 
menced the  bold  part  of  a  critic  on  his  brethren.  His. ob- 
ject was  particularly  directed  against  those  who  aimpd  at 
what  he  conceived  an  improper  desire  of  popularity,  a 
conduct  which,  though  proper  in  a  critic  in  some  cases, 
tends  to  stifle  the  best  principles  of  action  in  the  human 
mind,  if  carried  on  indiscriminately.  Indiscriminate  cen- 
sure, however,  seemed  to  be  the  prevailing  object  of  this 
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work.  It  breathed  nothing  of  the  mild  spirit  of  the 
friend,  or  the  gentle  manner  of  the  sect,  and  it  soon  sunk 
a  victim  to  its  own  severity,  without  pleasing  the  public, 
or  convincing  the  unfortunate  authors,  who  felt  its  ma- 
lignancy, of  their  supposed  errors. 

Soon  after  his  settlement,  Dr.  Birkbeck  was  appointed 
physician  to  the  Aldersgate  Dispensary,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharges  with  much  attention  and  talent.  He 
is  a  member  of  several  of  the  medical  institutions  of  the 
metropolis,  and,  on  the  whole,  an  able  and  deserving  cha- 
racter. 


DR.  H.  SOUTHEY, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSI- 
CIANS, AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  MIDDLESEX  HOS- 
PITAL. 

Jr  OETRY  and  physic  have  often  been  cultivated  by  the 
same  individual,  and  the  names  of  a  Garth,  an  Arm- 
strong, anAkenside,  a  Darwin,  and  a  Downman,  do  honor 
to  the  profession.  The  present  respectable  individual,  if 
not  a  poet  himself,  is  nearly  allied  to  the  Muses,  and  we 
hope  will  equally  distinguish  himself  as  a  physician,  as 
his  brother  has  done  as  a  poet,  that  they  will  shine  like 
the  Gemini,  each  in  his  own  orb. 

Dr.  Southey  is  descended  from  a  respectable  family  in 
Bristol,  where  he  past  his  early  years,  and  received  the 
first  rudiments  of  literature.  Edinburgh  was  the  chief  seat  of 
his  professional  studies,  and  betwixt  it  and  the  Loadon  hos« 
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pitals  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  theoretical  and  practical 
knowledge  in  medicine.   At  Edinburgh  he  took  his  degree, 
and  wrote  a  Thesis  de  Phthisi,  which  shewed  an  attentive 
investigation,  and  met  the  approbation  of  the  profession. 
His  first  settlement  was  in  the  metropolis,  and  his  bro- 
ther's situation. as  Poet  Laureat  naturally  rendered  hira 
ambitious  of  sitting  down  in  a  situation  which   had   so 
many  claims  to  attract  rising  abilities.     Like  every  young 
physician  who  desires  to  shine,  he  began  to  fix  a  literary 
reputation,  and  has  accordingly  published  a  work  on  Pul- 
monary  Consumption.     This  subject  has  been  so   often 
handled,  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  advance  any  thing  new. 
Its  dissection  has  been  ably  investigated  by  the  industry  of 
Starck  and  others.     Its  history  has  been   detailed  with 
much  correctness  by  a  variety  of  authors.     Its  connexion 
with  scrofula  has  been  also  traced  and  explained,  and  its 
varied  treatment  has   obtained  the   anxiety   of   experi- 
menters at  every  period.     Medicine-diet— temperature 
in  situation,  have  been  equally  attended  to  in  vain.     It  is 
gtiU  the  bane  of  our  climate,  and  the  opprobrium  of  the 
profession.     In  such  circumstances,  Dr.  Southey's  publi- 
cation could   not  boast  to  succeed,  when  so  many  had 
failed;  but  it  offered,  what  will  be  always  useful,  a  cor- 
rect acquaintance  with  what  is  already  known,  properly 
detailed,  and  which  a  professional  character  can  resort  to 
for  reference  with  advantage.     It  has  been  observed,  that 
'Dr.  Southey  has  omitted  the  mentioning  the  works  of  some 
cotemporary  authors.     This  we  cannot  conceive  he  has 
done  from  design.     His  sentiments,  we  conceive,  are  too 
liberal,  from  the  dread  of  rivalship.     Since  Dr.  Southey's 
work  was  published,  Dr.  Young  has  appeared  in  the  same 
field,  and  shewn  that  labored  research  which  is  conspicu- 
ous in  all  his  works.     But  still  the  main  part  is  wanting ; 
we  know  every  thing  of  the  disease  but  the  cure. 

On  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Price  from  the  Middlesex 
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Hospital,  Dr.  Southej  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate.  The 
better  star  of  a  Latham  prevailed ;  but  his  disappoint- 
ment soon  met  with  a  second  opportunity.  The  unex- 
pected death  of  Dr.  Satterly,  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  under  every  favorable  circumstance  of  risings  fame 
and  fortUiie,  gained  the  field  for  a  new  canvas,  which  ter- 
minated favorably  for  Dr.  Soutbey,  notwithstandini?  the 
strong  opposition  of  numerous  rivals.  This  situation, 
the  expected  object  of  his  wishes,  he  has  accordingly  now 
attained;  and  we  have  no  doubt,  by  his  industry  and  abi- 
lities, it  will  be  the  foundation  of  his  future  medical  repu- 
tation, and  in  the  end,  place  him  on  a  standing  with  a 
Halford,  a  Pepys,  and  other  distinguished  names,  who 
have  held  the  same  appointment  at  the  commencement  of 
their  progress.  ,^ 

To  conclude,  Dr.  Southey's  appearance  will  gain  him 
friends,  which  is  highly  prepossessing;  and  his  knowledge 
and  attention,  we  may  add,  will  secure  and  extend  them. ' 


^(/dtt^^         SIR  JAMES  MACGREGOR, 


LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL  AND  PRINCIPAL  MEDICAL  OF- 
FIC1:.R  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMY. 


JL  UBLIC  spirit  and  talent,  when  united,  tend  to  form  a 
great  and  shiniiip;  character.  The  present  respectable  in- 
dividual has,  in  his  own  depactraent,  seconded  the  noble 
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efforts  of  a  Wellington  ;  and  during  his  various  services, 
made  at  all  times  those  wise  arrangements  for  the  unavoid- 
able consequences  of  war,  which  have  gained  him  no  less 
the  approbation  of  the  commander,  than  the  gratitude  of 
the  soldier,  and  thus  justly  entitled  him  to  the  dignified 
remuneration  of  the  Prince,  and  of  the  country. 

Sir  James  Macgregor  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his 
father  was  a  respectable  merchant  in  Aberdeen,  where, 
after  his  initiatory  education,  he  commenced  his  studies 
of  general  literature  and  philosophy  at  the   Marischall 
College,   under   the   tuition   of  a   Beattie,   a   Campbell, 
and  other  celebrated  names  of  that  ancient  University. 
Here  he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  preparatory 
to  his  entering  upon  his  professional  pursuits.     The  latter 
he  commraenced  at  Edinburgh,  with  that  ardor  and  in- 
dustry felt  by  one  possessed  of  a  laudable  ambition,  and 
ea"er  to  excel  in  life.     After  exhausting  the  medical  lore 
of  this  celebrated  Seminary,  he  extended  his  views  to  an 
acquaintance  with  the  London  school,  and  diligently  at- 
tended the  several  lecturers  who  do  so  much  credit  to  the 
medical  institutions  of  the  metropolis.     Having  laid  the 
solid  foundations  of  professional  knowledge,  the  bent  of 
his  inclination   now  led  him  to  prefer  a  military  life, 
which,  for  a  young  medical  character,  is  certainly  one  of 
high  interest  and  utility,  and  the  best  school  both  for  pro- 
fessional experience  and  the  management  of  general  con- 
duct and  behaviour.     He  accordingly  entered  upon  this 
field  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war  with 
France,  and  was  appointed  surgeon  to  the  88th  regiment 
of  foot,  then  newly  raised.     Since  this  period,  perhaps, 
no  medical  officer  has  ever  seen  more  extensive  and  varied 
service.     From  the  chief  parts  of  Europe  to  the  extremity 
of  India,  this  gentleman  has  been  every- where  employed; 
and,  like  the  wise  Ulysses  of  old,  he  has  not  traversed 
these  various  regions  without  making  those  accurate  ob- 
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servatlons  on  subjects  which  belonged  to  his  own  depart- 
ment, that  make  him  now  stand  so  high  as  a  medical 
officer,  and  the  benefit  of  which,  the  British  service  has 
so  amply  felt.  Of  that,  we  may  form  some  opinion,  by 
his  able  defence  of  himself  against  a  brother-officer.  Dr. 
Bancroft,  on  the  important  topic  of  general  and  regi- 
mental hospitals.  Nor  if  we  look  to  the  difterent  periodi- 
cal publications,  do  we  find  that  he  confined  his  attention 
solely  to  the  mere  routine  of  duty.  Amid  tlie  active 
scenes  of  war,  and  that  employment  which  admits  little 
interval  for  reflection  or  study,  he  has  occasionally  com- 
municated to  the  publications  of  his  friend,  Professor 
Duncan,  of  Edinburgh,  various  papers  of  importance,  con- 
sisting of  details  of  cases  and  other  topics,  not  hitherto 
much  attended  to  in  his  country,  shewing  equally  the  love 
of  science  on  his  part,  and  the  desire  of  professional  im- 
provement. 

In  1800,  being  then  in  India,  he  was  appointed  chief  of 
the  medical  staff"  of  the  King's  and  Company's  forces,  des- 
tined for  the  conquest  of  Batavia  and  Manilla ;  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  being  under  the  Hon.  Colonel  Welles- 
ley,  now  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  afterwards  the  gallant 
Sir  David  Baird,  his  particular  friend,  and  who  had  the 
highest  opinion  of  Sir  James's  merits.  This  expedition, 
however,  proceeded  no  farther  than  Ceylon,  when  the 
alarms  of  the  East  India  Company  in  Europe,  for  the  ul- 
timate safety  of  their  Empire,  determined  the  British  go- 
vernment to  oppose  Bonaparte  in  liis  possession  of  Egypt, 
and  to  order  a  force  fiom  India,  to  co-operate  for  that 
purpose.  The  army  at  Ceylon  was  accordingly  directed, 
by  this  urgent  circumstance  of  the  moment,  for  Egypt, 
which  it  reached  by  the  Great  Desart.  During  its  con- 
tinuance here,  Sir  James  paid  a  close  attention  to  the 
peculiar  diseases  of  iliis  ancient  and  renowned  country, 
and    he    has  published  a  small   work,    which  gives   a 
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was  known  to  Europeans  before.  His  history  and 
treatment  of  the  plague,  the  Egyptian  ophthalmia,  so 
dangerous  and  distressing  to  the  troops,  and  the  singular 
eruptive  affections  which,  though  common  in  warm  cli- 
mates, are  marked  by  peculiar  circumstances  here,  form 
some  of  the  leading  subjects  of  his  highly  useful  publica- 
tion, both  to  the  profession  at  large,  and  particularly  to 
the  army  practitioners. 

After  this  fatiguing  service,  and  the  French  had  been 
driven  out  of  Egypt  by  British  valor  and  perseverance, 
the  leading  features  of  our  army,  and  which  will  ever 
command  that  success  which  these  predominant  qualities 
in  a  soldier  so  well  deserve.  Sir  James  returned  to  India 
by  the  desart  of  Suez  and  the  Red  Sea.  On  his  return 
there,  he  was  immediately  placed  as  chief  of  the  Quaran- 
tine Board,  established  at  Butchers'  Island  by  the  time  of 
the  army's  return.  After  this  service,  he  returned  to 
England  on  the  General  Medical  Staff,  in  1803,  being  ap- 
pointed Inspector  of  Hospitals ;  but  his  active  services 
could  not  long  be  dispensed  with,  for  when  Marshal  Be- 
resford  undertook  to  form  the  Portuguese  army,  such  was 
his  opinion  of  him,  that  he  demanded  Dr.  Macgregor  that 
he  might  arrange  the  medical  establishment.  Before, 
however,  he  could  proceed  to  take  possession  of  this  ap- 
pointment, the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Walcheren  had 
taken  place.  And  with  thousands,  the  present  very  re- 
spectable Director-general  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  Ordonnance  being  taken  ill  of  the  country  malady.  Sir 
James  was  looked  to  as  the  only  medical  officer  fit  to  un- 
dertake the  appointment,  and  he  accordingly  set  out  on 
that  critical  and  disagreeable  mission. 

In  this,  he  was  afterwards  aided  by  three  medical  com- 
missioners sent  out,  viz.  Sir  G.  Blane,  Dr.  Borland  of  the 
medical  board,  and  Dr.  Lempriere,  afterwards  known  for 
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his  Travels  to  Morocco,  and  Historj  of  the  Diseases  of 
Jamaica. 

The  unhealthy  situation  to  which  the  army  had  been 
sent,  and  their  subsequent  inactivity,  as  noticed  in  our 
memoir  of  Sir  G.  Blane,  soon  subjected  them  to  the  ende- 
mic disease  of  that  climate,  and  the  flower  of  British  man- 
hood and  valor  fell  a  victim  to  this  ill-fated  attempt.  Tiie 
manner  in  which  Sir  James  executed  this  arduous  duty,  is 
on  record  in  the  dispatches  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  on  whom 
the  command  devolved,  after  the  departure  of  Lord 
Chatham.  The  first  step  taken  by  him,  and  the  most  sa- 
lutary that  could  be  adopted  was,  his  ordering  the  whole 
of  the  sick  to  be  conveyed  without  delay  to  their  native 
shores,  and  following  it  up  by  such  a  statement  to  go- 
vernment, as  determined  them  to  withdraw  the  whole 
army  from  that  quarter.  In  this  Sir  James  acted  not 
merely  as  an  intelligent  medical  officer,  but  as  his  coun- 
try's friend ;  and  at  his  after  appearance,  when  sum- 
moned on  the  investigating  of  this  business  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  he  acquitted  himself  in  that  ho- 
norable and  conscientious  manner,  which  could  not  fail  to 
to  give  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

In  1811,  on  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Frank,  chief  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  army,  under  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, he  succeeded  him  in  that  important  and  dignified 
appointment.  The  history  of  the  warfare  in  Spain,  the 
difficulties  with  which  it  was  conducted,  and  the  san- 
guinary conflicts  which  so  often  took  place,  w  ill  convince 
every  one  of  the  arduous  duties  which  lay  on  the  medical 
department,  and  of  the  more  than  common  abilities  re- 
quired to  direct,  to  arrange,  and  to  provide,  at  all  times 
for  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  occasion.  How  ably 
this  was  executed  by  Sir  James,  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  army  has  proclaimed,  and  such  was  the  sense  of  it 
felt  by  the  commander-in-chief,  whose  discriminating  judg- 
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ment  will  not  be  called  in  question,  that,  for  the  jirst  time 
in  this  country  were  the  services  of  the  chief  of  the  me- 
dical  department  fuhlicly  noticed  and  gazetted  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  other  meritorious  officers  in  the  official  dis- 
patches, an  honor  equally  creditable  to  the  candor  and 
high  sense  of  feeling  of  a  Wellingtoii,  as  to  the  merit  of 
Sir  James,  and  the  other  meritorious  officers  of  the  medi- 
cal department.     By  this  notice  which  Sir  James  excited, 
and  the  able  conduct  and  high  professional  talent  of  the 
medical  officers  under  him,  the  medical  profession   has 
been  brought  forward,  and  will  shine  in  the  future  page 
of  the  history  of  the  country  with  the  gallant  warrior. 
The  first  time  the  medical  officers  were  distinguished  by 
this  high  approbation  of  the  commander-in-chief,  in  his 
public  dispatches  to  government,  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  was  on  the  storming  and  capture  of  Badajoz. 
The  signal  exertions  of  the  medical  department,  after 
the  battle  of  Salamanca,   influenced  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington in  his  next  public  notice,  for,  after  detailing  the 
noble  services  of  the  different  officers  who  had  signalized 
themselves  on  that  gallant  day,  his  Grace  proceeds  in  these 
words:  "  1  have  likewise  to  mention,  that  by  the  atten- 
tion and  ability  of  Doctor  Macgregor,  and  of  the  officers 
of  the  department  under  his  charge,  our  wounded,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  enemy,  left  in  our  hands,  have  been  well 
taken  care  of;  and  I  hope  that  many  of  these  valuable 
men  will  be  saved  to  the  service." 

This  humanity  marks  the  true  spirit  of  the  British  officer, 
whose  feeling,  on  occasions  like  these,  makes  no  distinc- 
tion, nor  knows  a  particular  country  or  foe. 

On  the  battle  of  Vittoria,  the  same  approbation  was  re- 
newed by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  the  public  dispatches: 
"  Although,"  says  his  Grace,  "  our  wounded  are  nume- 
rous, I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  cases,  in  general,  are 
slight,  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  io  your 


284 

Lordship,  that  the  utmost  attention  has  been  paid  to  them 
by  the  inspector  of  hospitals,  Dr.  Macgregor,  and  by  the 
officers  of  the  department  under  his  directions." 

On  the  return  of  Sir  James  from  the  Continent,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  such  distinguished  services  were  not 
forgot.  The  honor  of  knighthood  was  conferred  on  hira 
hy  the  Prince  Regent,  with  a  suitable  pension  annexed  to 
it.  This  was  soon  after  followed  by  his  elevation  to  be 
President  of  the  Medical  Board,  the  first  medical  situation 
in  the  country,  and  for  which  he  is  well  fitted,  both  by  his 
professional  knowledge,  his  military  experience,  and  also 
by  his  disposition  of  mind.  Besides  his  Treatise  on  the 
Diseases  of  Egypt,  Sir  James  is  the  author  of  a  Letter  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Military  Inquiry,  which  led  to  the 
improvements  which  afterwards  took  place  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  business  of  the  army.  In  addition  to  his 
official  appointments,  he  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  a  Licentiate  of  the  Col- 
lege of  London,  a  Member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh, of  the  Medical  Society  of  Montpellier,  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  London,  and 
a  member  of  various  literary  associations. 

In  1810,  Sir  James  married  his  relation.  Miss  Grant, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  Grant,  of  Forres,  in  Scotland,  a  highly 
respectable  gentleman  in  that  quarter.  By  this  lady  he 
has  a  family. 

In  concluding  our  memoir  of  this  respectable  individual, 
his  popularity  v/ith  the  army,  and  particularly  the  whole 
of  the  medical  department,  must  not  be  omitted.'  Indi- 
viduals in  so  high  stations,  are  too  generally  rather  feared 
than  lovedf  but  that  the  reverse  is  the  case  with  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  we  have  the  strongest  public  testi- 
mony proffered  him,  a  twelvemonth  after  he  had  retired 
from  the  array,  and  when  at  a  distance  from  all  their  so- 
ciety, and  any  intercourse  on  his  part  with  them.     This 
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was  a  present  of  a  service  of  plate  to  the  value  of  1000 
guineas,  by  the  physicians,  surgeons,  apothecaries,  and 
purveyors,  who  had  served  along-  with  him  on  ttie  prin- 
cipal vessel,  of  which,  a  magnificent  vase,  the  follow- 
ing inscription,  is  engraved,  an  honour  equally  creditable 
to  the  feelings  of  the  one,  and  the  high  character  of  the 
other : 

JACOBO  M'GREGOR  Equiti,  M.  D. 

Col.  Reg.  Med.  Edin.  Soc. 

Nosocomiorum  regalium  inspector!  generali, 

Viro  adraodum  iasignito, 

Sive  acumen  ingenii  nativum  respicias, 

Sive  strenuam  iilam  atque  indefessara, 

Muneribus  inspectoriis  navatara  operam  ; 

In  quibus  apud  Lusitaniam,  Hispaniam,  Galliarn, 

Longe  lateque  fungendis. 

Non  bono  solum  Publico  cum  integritate  prope  singulari, 

Varum  etiam  sociis  suis  co-operantibus. 

Comitate  quadam  et  benignitate  propria 

nunquara  non  consuluerit; 

Cui  denique  sacros  Hygeise  fontes  aperire, 

Atque  artis  medendi  divina  studia, 

Vim  aemulam  ingenuas  apud  Scientias  eliciendo, 

Promovere  feliciter  omnino  contigerit; 

Hocce  Monumentum,  quale  quale  pignus! 

jlummee  in  ducem  suum  digaissimum  observantias, 

sacrum  ac  perenne  vult 

Status  major  nosocomiensis 

Weilingtonianus. 

Anno  Dom.  1814. 

Another  proof,  equally  striking,  may  be  also  here  added. 
When,  on  a  late  occasion,  actuated  by  a  love  of  science, 
and  an  attachment  to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  gave  en- 
couragement for  instituting  a  public  medical  library  there, 
such  was  his  influence  among  the  medical  officers,  that  no 
less  thaa  jgTOO.  were  subscribed  from  that  body  alone, 
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a  proof  of  the  personal  attacliment  shewn  him.  These 
proofs  are  sufficient  to  stamp  his  character  as  one  of 
those  who  is  far  from  abusing  the  possession  of  power, 
or  employing-  the  insolence  of  office;  and  thoj  also  prove, 
that  a  man,  though  placed  in  a  difficult  and  critical  situa- 
tion, may,  by  the  correctness  of  his  conduct  and  the  ur- 
banity of  his  manners,  preserve  universal  esteeai. 


DR.  J.  COPE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  REGISTRAR  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

JL  HE  incumbency  of  office,  though  it  may  give  weight 
and  authority,  cannot  add  to  the  professional  character 
where  merit  is  wanting.  The  present  respectable  indivi- 
dual, besides  his  extensive  medical  science,  possesses  a 
knowledge  particularly  adapted  to  his  situation,  and  by 
an  acquaintance  with  so  many  languages,  is  the  proper 
organ  of  a  learned  body,  whose  communications  and  con- 
nexions should  extend,  at  least,  throughout  all  Europe,  if 
not  the  whole  habitable  globe. 

Dr.  J.  Cope  is  a  native  of  Herasworthj  and  acquired 
the  rudiments  of  his  profession  with  his  father,  a  respect- 
able surgeon,  who  practised  near  Pontefract.  In  1789, 
he  attended  the  different  lectures  in  London,  and  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  appointed  house-surgeon  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  one  of  the  best  situations  for  a 
young  man  acquiring  prcffessionnl  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence.   In  1793,  having  a  desire  to  visit  foreign  countries, 
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he  entered  the  service,  in  which  he  took  an  opportunity  vf 
studying  the  languages  of  the  different  countries  he  had 
occasion  to  visit,  and  thus  rendering  himself  more  exten- 
sively useful  than  he  would  otherwise  have  been.     It  is 
too  much,  indeed,  the  fault  of  the  English  character,  not 
to  assimilate  with  the  natives  of  other  countries  in  their 
peregrinations.     This  arises  more,  perhaps,  from  the  want 
of  the  language,  than  inclination  and  natural  temper,  as 
has  been  generally  alleged,  and  there  is  merit  in  removing 
this  bar,  which  is  so  necessary  for  acquiring  that  informa- 
tion a  man  of  science  is  always  anxious  to  obtain.     In  this 
situation  he  continued  till  1802,  when  he  retired  from  mi- 
litary life  with  the  rank  of  Inspector  of  Field  Hospitals. 
The  Mediterranean  service  in  which  he  was  engaged,  hav- 
ing been  entirely  medical,  he  was  induced  to  devote  him- 
self in  future  to  that  branch,  and  graduated  at  Cambridge, 
where  he  afterwards  resided. 

This  seat  of  learned  retirement  he  left  for  the  metropo- 
lis, where  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College  in  1812, 
and  soon  after  was  appointed,  on  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Hervey,  Registrar  or  Secretary  of  the  College,  an  office 
of  trust  and  dignity,  rather  than  emolument.  This  office, 
however,  was  one  highly  congenial  to  his  turn  of  mind. 
The  improvement  of  the  library  has  been  a  favorite  object 
with  him,  and  he  has  arranged  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
be  now  highly  useful  to  the  members,  and  which  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  as  a  public  good,  will  be  extended  to  the  pro- 
fession at  large.  In  his  official  intercourse,  Dr.  Cope 
possesses  the  same  suavity  of  manners  as  noticed  in  his 
predecessor,  and  such  a  character  forms  the  proper  organ 
of  a  learned  body,  where  the  asperity  of  science  and  eti- 
quette are  softened  by  the  manners  of  the  gentleman. 
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DR.  C.  HUE, 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL   COLLEGE  OF    PHYSICL4NS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL. 

J.  HE  preference  given  in  official  situations  to  those  bred 
at  the  same  establishment,  though  a  natural  feeling,  is 
equally  attended  with  advantages  and  disadvantages.  If 
the  institution  stand  high  in  character,  they  are  most 
fitted  to  prosecute  the  same  branch  which  has  led  to  this 
reputation  and  eclat.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  claim  but  a 
mediocrity,  the  same  proceedings  cannot  be  expected  to 
succeed;  and  it  requires  the  varied  views  of  those  reared 
at  another  school,  to  exalt  it  to  that  eminence  those  bi'ed 
in  its  own  are  unable  to. 

The  present  respectable  individual  has  long,  as  a  lec- 
turer, been  the  support  of  St.  Bartholomew's,  and  given 
it  that  estimation  in  chemistry  and  medicine  it  at  present 

possesses. 

Dr.  C.  Hue  is  a  native  of  the  island  of  Jersey.     He 

was  then  sent  to  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  and  com- 
pleted at  this  University,  his  study  of  general  literature. 
Here  he  became  a  Fellow,  a  preferment  he  held  for  three 
years.  His  professional  acquirements  were  the  fruits  of 
his  attendance  at  the  London  hospitals,  particularly  St. 
Bartholomew's.  On  finishing  his  medical,  studies,  he 
graduated  at  Oxford,  and,  then  removed  to  the  me- 
tropolis, when  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College.  The 
appointment  of  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's, may  be  considered  as  his  first  preferment,  and 
to  that,  he  has  since  joined  the  practice  of  medicine. 
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It  is  rather  singular  that  both  the  lecturers  of  thi?  hos- 
pital, to  whom  it  owes  its  present  character,  should  still 
hold  mere  expectancies  for  such  a  number  of  years.  Mr. 
Abernethy  has  been  only  assistant-surgeon  for  twenty- 
one  years,  till  lately  he  became  surgeon  in  the  room  of 
fin-  J  Earle,  and  Dr.  Hue,  for  fifteen  years,  has  delivered 
the  lectures  on  chemistry  and  medicine  without  even  an 
official  appointment.  _ 

As  a  lecturer.  Dr.  Hue  is  correct,  clear,  and  practical, 
plain  in  his  reasoning,  and  just  in  his  deductions,  more 
anxious  to  instruct  than  to  surprise  by  the  tinsel  of 
theory.  The  death  of  Dr.  Satterly  has  lately  opened  to 
him  the  situatioir  of  physician  to  the  Foundling  Hospital, 
which  he  has  well  merited  by  his  patience  and  application, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  that  his  medical  experience  and 
well-grounded  science  will  soon  meet  that  reward  in  an 
extensive  practice,  which  he  has  used  no  arts  to  hasten, 
and  which  his  official  appointments,  as  they  open  farther, 
will  naturally  bring  about  in  the  end. 

Dr.  Hue  is  lately  appointed  Registrar  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Cope. 

In  his  intercourse,  Dr.  Hue  displays  that  open,  frank, 
and  manly  manner  which  invites  to  confidence,  and  pleases 
by  its  candor. 


DR.  W.  LISTER, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  rJyAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIAN'S, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 

This  gentleman  is  one  who  has  been  more  anxious  to 
steal   unnoticed  through  life,  than  force  himself  on  the 

u 


.    290 

public  eye.  On  every  occasion,  however,  which  required 
it,  he  has  shewn  that  firmness  and  independence,  which 
give  him  a  claim  to  respect,  both  as  a  man  and  a  phy- 
sician. 

Dr.  Lister  is  a  native  of  London.  His  family 
were  dissenters,  and  the  principles  of  that  sect  he  has 
hereditarily  maintained.  His  professional  acquirements 
were  chiefly  attained  in  the  Edinburgh  school,  where,  in 
1780,  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  soon 
after  fixing  his  residence  in  the  metropolis,  he  became  a 
licentiate  of  the  College.  On  a  vacancy  occurring  in  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  he  was  a  successful  candidate,  and  has 
ever  since  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  ap- 
pointment with  much  zeal  and  ability.  In  the  memorable 
contest  between  the  Fellows  and  Licentiates,  he  was  one 
of  the  phalanx  who  tried  the  question,  and  though  he 
was  not  so  prominent  as  some  with  his  pen  on  the  occa- 
sion, he  was  still  a  strenuous  leader  of  the  band,  and 
these  principles  which  he  shewed  at  this  period,  are  the 
natural  bias  of  his  mind;  and  the  same  sentiments  of  free- 
dom, and  the  great  rights  of  society,  guide  his  general 
conduct.  These  sentiments  he  has  imbibed  from  his  taste 
for  classical  literature,  in  which  even  the  female  part  of 
his  family,  we  are  told,  is  not  deficient. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Lister  possesses  both  experience 
and  talent ;  but,  from  his  turn  of  mind,  his  practice  has 
been  rather  select  than  extensive,  and  bein?  somewhat 
independent,  he  has  claimed  rather  to  be  courted,  than  to 
lay  himself  open  to  every  call  for  the  sake  of  a  fee. 
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DR.  CARMICHAEL  SMYTH, 

TELLOW  OF    THE   ROYAL  COLLEGE   OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  EXTR-\ORDINARY  TO  THE  KING. 

The  man  who  feels  a  real  pride  in  his  profession,  and 
a  iust  sense  of  its  dignity  and  importance,  ^vill  ever  be 
zealous  for  its  improvement :  and  it  has  been  the  study  of 
the  present  respectable  individual,  through  a  long  and 
honorable  career,  to  press  on  the  public  and  professional 
attention,  many  leading  points  of  high  interest  in  medical 

SCI6I1C6* 

Dr.  J.  C.  Smyth  is  a  native  of  Fifeshire,  in  Scotland, 
where  he  possessed  a  patrimonial  inheritance.     His  chief 
professional  acquirements  were  the  fruit  of  the  Edinburgh 
school,  at  a  period  when  it  stood  at  its  zenith  in  reputa- 
tion  both  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  pupils ;  and  these, 
what   may  be  termed    properly   national   acquirements, 
he  improved  by  an  attendance  on  the  London  hospitals, 
and  other  opportunities.     In  1764,  he  graduated  at  Edin- 
burgh,  after  a  six  years  residence,  when  he  wrote  a  dis- 
sertation De  Paralysi,  and  introduced  into  it  a  short  his- 
tory ot  Medical  Electricity  in  its  application  to  the  cure  of 
this  disease.     In  1768,  he  came  to  settle  in  the  metro- 
polis, the  intermediate  years  being  spent  chiefly  in  Lon- 
don  and   on  the   continent  of    Europe,  where,   equaUy 
animated  by  an  enthusiasm  for  science  as  well  as  protes- 
sional  improvement,  he  visited  France.  Italy,  and  Holland. 
The  first  public  appointment  held  by  Dr.  Smyth,  was  Phy- 
sician to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  the  duties  of  this  im- 
portant establishment  he  discharged  with  equal  zeal  and  not 
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inferior  talent  to  the  first  names  who  have  held  it.  This 
introduced  hira  of  course  to  considerable  private  practice, 
anddurin-  his  progress  in  public  life,  he  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity, as  a  literary  character,  of  presenting  to  profes- 
sional notice,  his  opinions  on  a  variety  of  interesting  topics, 
as  already  noticed,  'nith  a  view  to  medical  improv'ement. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these,  which  seems  to  have 
long  engaged  Dr.  Smyth's  attention,  was  the  prevention 
of  febrile  contagion.  To  this  subject  he  was  particularly 
led  by  his  situation  as  physician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospi- 
tal, which  obliged  him  to  attend  one  district  of  the  me- 
tropolis, the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Giles's,  where  conta- 
gious fevers  are  uncommonly  fatal.  The  preventive  power 
of  the  nitric  acid  gas  he  accordingly  fully  ascertained 
and  established.  His  experiments  made  by  order  of  go- 
vernment on  board  one  of  the  prison  ships,  were  deemed 
satisfactory,  and  parliament,  in  requital  of  his  services, 
voted  him  on  this  occasion,  a  remuneration  of  £5000. 
Since  that  time,  however,  this  subject  of  prevention  has 
been  much  simplified,  and  contagious  fever  is  now  consi- 
dered as  the  most  manageable  disease  of  any  that  occurs. 

Tlio  estimation  in  which  Dr.  Smyth  was  held,  may  be 
judged  of  by  his  advancement  to  the  Fellowship.  This 
honor,  as  we  have  had  occasion  to  observe,  is  only  con- 
ferred on  licentiates  of  correct  behaviour  and  distinguished 
character,  and  is  a  preferment  dealt  out  with  a  very  sparing 
hand.  Dr.  Smyth  was  promoted  to  this  rank  by  the  late 
president,  Sir  G.  Baker,  an  able  judge  both  of  merit  and 
•science  in  professional  individuals. 

Soon  after  tliis.  Dr.  Smyth  was  appointed  physician- 
extraordinary  to  the  King,  an  honor  alone  conferred  on 
those  who  make  a  distinguished  figure,  and  who  are  con- 
sidered as  standing  at  the  head  of  their  profession. 

At  an  early  period,  after  settling  in  the  metropolis,  Dr. 
i?myth  became  somewhat  independent  by  a  matrimonial 
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connexion,  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  for  some  years  be- 
fore his  retiring,  he  confined  himself  to  a  select,  rather 
than  an  indiscriminate,  line  of  practice.     In  the  year  1802, 
on  receiving  the  munificence  of  parliament  for  his  dis- 
covery, which  engaged  him  in  a  severe  polemical  dispute 
with  several  physicians,  who  endeavoured,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  wrest  it  from  him  by  a  priority  of  claim,,  and 
on  the  other,  by  shewing  its  inefficacy,  he  gave  up  his  pro- 
fessional pursuits,  and  went  to  the  south  of  France,  a 
sacrifice  which  his  friends,  from  the  state  of  his  health 
at    the  time,   thought  absolutely   necessary.      Since  his 
retirement,  he  has  published  a  small  work  on  Hydroce- 
phalus Internus,  which  is  the  result  of  much  experience 
and  observation  on  the  disease,  and  if  it  does  not  pretend 
to  an  actual  cure  of  this  unfortunate  malady,   it  points 
out  that  attention  to  the  early  stage  by  w  hich  its  progress 
may  be  often  arrested.     It  is  dedicated  to  his  friend,  the 
late  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  published  at  the  desire  of 
that  nobleman,  betwixt  whom  and  Dr.  Smyth,  the  strictest 
intimacy  had  prevailed. 

This  gentleman,  it  may  be  added,  has  been  no  less  for- 
tunate in  his  family,  than  in  his  various  intercourse  and 
connexions  in  life.  His  daughter  is  married  to  Dr.  Monro, 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and 
his  eldest  son  was  raised  in  the  army  to  be  aid- de- camp 
to  the  Prince  Regent. 

Dr.  Smyth  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  most 
of  the  other  distinguished  literary  associations  of  the  me- 
tropolis, where  he  has  generally  not  been  a  silent  or  in- 
attentive member. 

On  the  whole.  Dr.  Smyth  is  an  instance  how  much  cor- 
rect behaviour,  joined  with  literature  and  science,  will 
give  character  in  the  world,  and  the  otium  cum  dignilate 
which  he  now  enjoys  in  his  retreat  at  Sunbury,  we  consi- 
der the  fair  reward  of  an  active  and  useful  life,  employed 
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for  the  best  of  purposes,  the  benefit  of  mankind,  the 
improvement  of  his  profession,  and  the  interests  of  learn- 
ing in  general. 

The  statement  of  such  a  character  we  cannot  better  con- 
clude, than  in  the  words  of  Scripture :  "  Go,  thou,  and 
do  so  likewise." 


DR.  S.  FERRIS, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  AT  BEACONSFIELD. 

W  ITH  the  possession  of  high  literary  talents,  inde- 
pendence and  exertion  in  his  professional  career  have  been 
the  leading  traits  of  this  gentleman's  character,  and  in 
opposing  the  encroachment  on  the  College  charter,  a  me- 
morable event  in  his  history,  he  displayed  both  the  liberal 
impulse  of  duty,  and  a  proper  respect  for  the  dignity  and 
interest  of  his  brethren. 

Dr.  Samuel  Ferris  is  a  native  of  Wiltshire.  He  com- 
menced his  medical  education  as  a  pupil  to  a  respectable 
surgeon  and  apothecary  in  Hertfordshire,  under  the  imme- 
diate sanction  of  a  particular  friend.  Dr.  Bates,  at  that 
time  a  physician  of  celebrity  at  Little  Missenden  in  Buck- 
inghamshire. 

When  he  quitted  Hertfordshire  he  attended  the  schools 
in  London,  particularly  the  anatomical  lectures  and  dis- 
secting room  of  Dr.  W.  H  unter. 

From  London  he  went  to  Edinburgh,  and  became  a 
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member  of  the  different  medical  societies  there.  He  ob- 
tained  an  Harveian  prize  medal  there  in  1782,  for  an  ex- 
perimental  examination  of  the  properties  of  milk.  This, 
was  published  in  London  as  a  popular  work  m  1785 
with  an  introduction,  in  which  he  investigates  the  na- 
tural  uses  of  milk  in  the  animal  oeconomy ;  and  enjoins 
the  express  duty  of  mothers  to  become  nurses  of  their 
own  progeny,  whenever  they  are  not  incapacitated  by 
natural  defect  or  by  disease. 

In  1784  he  graduated  as  a  doctor  of  Physic  in  Edin- 
burgh, at  which  time  he  was  one  of  the  presidents  of  the 
Royal  Medical  Society.     The  thesis  which  he  published 
on  graduating  was  De  Sanguinis  per  Corpus  Vivum  Circw 
lantis  Putredine.     In   which   he  maintained  the  humoral 
pathology  of  the  Schools  in  opposition  to  the  new   doc 
trines  of  Mr.  J.  Hunter  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood,  and 
of  Sir   Francis   Milman  on  the  Diminution   of  the  vital 
Power  as  the  proximate  cause  of  putrid  Fevers. 

In  1785  Dr.  Ferris  entered  as  perpetual  physician's  pupil 
at  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  in  the  same  year,  after  the 
usual  examinations  was  admitted  a  general  licentiate  of  the 
Royal  College   of  Physicians,  London.     He  then   com- 
menced  practice  in  town,  and  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
presidents  of  the  Lyceum  Medicum  iowiZmewse,  established 
under  the  patronage  of  Dr.  G.  Fordyce  and  Mr.  J.  Hunter. 
Soon    afterwards  he   removed   to  Little    Missenden    in 
Buckinghamshire,  as  successor  to  his  friend  Dr.  Bates, 
but  subsequently  returned  to  London,  where  he  published, 
without  his  name,  some  short  tracts  for  popular  distribu- 
tion, with  a  view  to  counteract  the  dangerous  principles  of 
Thomas  Paine  and  of  the  Jacobinical  clubs. 

In  1792  Dr.  F.  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  An- 
tiquaries in  London.  About  this  period  he  gave  occasional 
gratuitous  Lectures  on  select  articles  o^  i\\Q  Materia  Me- 
dica,  at  the  house  of  his  late  friend  Dr.  Burgess  of  Mor- 


296 

timer  Street,*  and  in  1797  wa  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Roval 
Society,  London.  In  1795  he  united  with  the  most  re- 
spectable licentiates  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicia  is 
in  endeavouring  to  obtain,  by  legal  decision,  an  equality  of 
privileges  with  the  Fellows  of  the  College,  which  was  de- 
monstrably intended  by  the  College  Charter,  and  to  prove 
this  fact,  he  published  in  1795,  his  "  General  View  of  the 
Establishment  of  Phtjsic  as  a  Science  in  England.  Sfc  "  a 
publication  which  shews  good  sense,  liberal  principles,  a 
minute  investigation  of  the  College  rights,  and  a  fair  and 
candid  interpretation  of  them,  which  every  man  of  science 
will  accede  to,  and  which  even  the  chicanery  of  the  iaw  can 
hardly  contest.  Dr.  Ferris  well  remarks,  that  "  the  brightest 
talents,  if  not  in  alliance  with  the  Universities  of  England, 
are  unavailing  titles  to  patronage  from  the  corporate  society 
of  the  College.  The  blaze  of  unconnected  genius  may,  by 
accident,  display  its  brilliancy,  but  it  has  to  burst  its  ar- 
duous way  through  a  dense  cloud  of  inveterate  prejudice. 
Men  of  the  greatest  vigour  of  mind  are  often  thus  de- 
pressed, and  condemned  to  toil  in  obscurity,  excluded  from 
all  the  legal  privileges,  to  which  talents  and  industry, 
learning  and  virtue,  fairly  and  unequivocally  entitle  them; 
whilst  the  grossest  ignorance  and  empiricism,  the  most 
atrocious  knavery  in  physic,  is  tolerated,  and  suffered  to 
roll  on  in  an  uninterrupted  course  of  luxurious  pros- 
perity. 

"  When  the  cause  of  all  this  is  done  away,  when  the 


*  Dr.  Burgfess  had  collected  a  valuable  cabinet  of  specimens  of  the 
Materia  Medica,  which  are  now  in  the  possession  oi  the  College  of 
Physicians  ,  on  these  he  was  in  the  habit  oi"  delivering  genera!  Lec- 
tures annually  and  gratuitously  to  a  tew  sluderts,  the  pupils  chiefly  of 
St.  George's,  the  Middlesex,  and  St.  Bartholomew's,  Hospitals. 
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stream  of  professional  preferment  is  restored  to  its  ori- 
ginal channel,  and  the  source  of  professional  fame  to  its 
orio^inal  purity,  we  may  look  forward  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  great  object,  for  which  the  faculty  of  physic 
was  incorporated ;  and  which  is  now  so  extremely  neg- 
lected, as  to  be  apparently  forgotten. 

"  The  health,  the  welfare,  the  happiness,  of  mankind, 
might  be  largely  contributed  to  by  the  impartial  encou- 
ragement of  professional  merit ;  and  by  a  general  and 
uniform  exertion  in  a  liberally  regulated  college,  to  sup- 
press a  herd  of  infamous  quacks  and  scandalous  impostors, 
who  daily  buoy  up  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  deluded 
multitudes,  and  fatten  upon  their  credulity." 

For  these  unanswerable  reasons,  it  is  to  be  hoped  t'lat 
the  College,  as  a  body,  will  make  that  reformation  which, 
separately,  they  all,  as  individuals,  so  strongly  approve. 

Dr.  F.  was  likewise  an  acti  ve  member  of  the  Society  for  the 
encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures  and  Commerce  in 
the  Adelphi,  London,  and  in  1799  he  was  one  of  the 
Chairmen  of  Correspondence  and  Papers  in  that  Society; 
and  during  that  year  he  was  appointed  by  the  committee 
of  governors  of  St.  George's  Hospital  to  act  as  physician  to 
that  hospital  during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Robertson  Barclay. 
At  the  beginr.ing  of  1800,  in  consequence  of  an  increasing 
asthma,  which  assailed  him  every  winter  in  London,  he 
returned  to  Buckinghamshire,  residing  and  practising  at 
BeaconsBeld,  where  his  connexions  are  among  the  first  class 
of  society,  and  of  late  years  he  has  added  to  his  employ- 
ments the  duties  of  an  acting  magi^^trate  for  the  county. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  from  the  specimens  he  has  given 
of  accurate  experiment  and  fair  reasoning,  that  he  has  not, 
while  there,  applied  his  attention  to  other  subjects  of 
equal  interest,  as  those  we  have  noticed ;  but  we  may 
safely  say  that,  during  his  professional  progress,  he  has 
shewn  himself  an  ornament  to  the  College,  and  that,  in 
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the  different  literary  associations  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, he  has  displayed  a  zeal  and  ability  which  will  ren- 
der his  absence  felt,  nor  will  his  place  be  seen  often  filled 
by  equal  talents. 


DR.  R.  BUDD, 


FELLOW  AND  ELECT  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF 
PHYSICIANS,  AND  LATE  PHYSICIAN  TO  ST.  BARTHO- 
LOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 

Xt  is  the  wish  of  many  respectable  individuals  to  pass 
through  life  as  public  characters  without  ostentation  or 
noise,  not  obtruding  themselves  on  notice  farther  than 
their  official  duties  compel  them  to.  Such  has  been  the 
case  with  the  present  individual,  who  has  now  changed 
the  bustle  of  the  city  for  a  quiet  retirement,  without  en- 
tirely giving  up  his  profession. 

Dr.  Budd  was  born  in  Berkshire,  and  at  a  fit  age 
was  sent  to  Oxford,  to  acquire  the  accomplishments  of  the 
gentleman  and  scholar,  as  well  as  to  commence  his  pro- 
fessional pursuits.  Here,  after  taking  the  advantage  of 
the  London  hospitals  as  well  as  the  academical  lectures 
of  the  University,  he  took  his  degree,  and  then  settled  at 
Newburgh,  in  Berkshire,  where  he  was  physician  to  the 
Dispensary,  instituted  in  1778.  On  leaving  Newburgh, 
he  removed  to  the  metropolis,  and  became  a  Fellow  of  the 
College,  soon  after  which,  a  vacancy  occurring  in  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, he  was  appointed  one  of  the  physicians  to 
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this  institution.  The  duties  of  the  hospital  were  discharged 
by  Dr.  Budd  for  many  years,  but  his  practice  was  never 
considerable.  Tn  his  medical  opinions,  he  inclined  more  to 
the  tonic  than  depletin;?  system,  and  where  judiciously  ap- 
plied, certainly  shortens  the  period  of  convalescence,  and 
those  consequences  which  often  arise  where  evacuations 
are  indiscriminately  carried  too  far.  More  judgment, 
however,  is  here  necessary  than  in  the  simple  Sangrado 
plan,  and  even  Brown,  however  he  might  reason,  could 
not  apply  his  own  rules  when  brought  to  the  bed-side.* 

Dr.  Budd,  like  many  others,  was  fortunate  in  rendering 
himself  early  independent  by  marriage,  and  hence  the 
cares  of  practice  could  give  him  little  anxiety.  After  a 
certain  period,  he  resigned  the  hospital,  and  retired  from 
Chatham  Place  to  the  west  end  of  the  town,  where  he  has 
now  fixed  his  residence. 

On  the  whole,  Dr.  Budd  may  be  considered  as  an  un- 
assuming man,  not  anxious  to  obtrude  his  talents,  if  he 
possess  any,  beyond  the  circle  of  his  own  connexion. 


WALTER  VAUGHAN,  M.  D. 

LICENTIATE    OF   THE    LOP^DON    COLLEGE    OF  PHYSl- 
CIANS,  AND  PHYSICL4N  AT  ROCHESTER,  KENT. 

JCiARLY  friendships  are  the  bane  or  antidote  of  life,  ac- 
cording to  their  selection.  The  present  respectable  indi- 
vidual has  been  fortunate  in  this  respect,  in  enjoying  the 


*  Dr.  Budd  however  was  never  a  veasoner,  but  he  thought  beef 
■teaks  a  good  stomachic,  and  port  wine  an  excellent  cordial. 
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acquaintance  and  in  meriting-  the  good  wishes  of  the  heads 
of  the  profession.  Conciliating,  yet  artless  in  his  manners, 
perhaps  no  man  ever  had  fairer  testimonies  of  private  and 
public  esteem. 

Dr.  Walter  Vaughan  is  the  son  of  Walter  Hamilton 
Vaughan.  He  was  born  at  Frome,  in  Somersetshire, 
October,  1766,  and  when  seven  years  old,  was  sent  to 
Beverstone,  in  Gloucestershire,  to  a  relation  of  his  mo- 
ther's, who  was  the  vicar  there,  and  kept  the  grammar- 
school. 

He  was  some  years  a  pupil  at  the  Winchester  Hospital, 
and  became  a  favorite  not  only  of  the  physicians  and  sur- 
geons, but  also  of  the  governors.  Dr.  Littlehales  and 
Dr.  Barker  lent  him  books,  and  the  former  taught  him  to 
prescribe,  which  that  physician  was  well  qualified  to  do, 
having  been  at  Pembroke  College,  Oxford.  The  gover- 
nors gave  him  a  most  honorable  testimonial  through  their 
chairman,  John  Jenkinson,  Esq. 

During  his  pupilage  at  Winchester,  his  leisure  hours 
were  devoted  to  the  appropriate  studies  of  the  profession  ; 
and  it  seems  as  if  he  had  learned  of  the  Rev.  Henry- 
Norman  the  common  divisions  and  ramifications  of  sci- 
ence, and  of  Dr.  Littlehales  the  vanity  of  aiming  at  the 
acquisition  of  general  knowledge,  instead  of  possessing 
himself  of  only  those  principles  of  other  sciences  and  arts 
which  throw  light  on  medicine.  Under  the  tuition  of 
Mr.  Norman,  who  had  been  bred  at  Merton  College,  Ox- 
ford, he  most  assiduously  cultivated  the  Classics;  and 
of  his  proficiency  in  them,  some  idea  may  be  formed  from 
the  readiness  with  which,  on  his  arrival  in  London,  he 
clothed  extempore,  in  a  Latin  dress,  the  lectures  which 
were  delivered  in  English.  He  became  a  perpetual  pupil 
at  Guy's  and  St.  Thomas's  Hospitals,  where  he  attended 
with  great  diligence  all  the  lectures ;  and  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  stay  in  London,  he  resided  with  Dr.  Babington. 
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He  went  to  Leyden  along  with  Mr.  now  Dr.  Smith, 
President  of  the  Linnaean  Society,  and  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  in  the  University  there.  His  inau- 
gural dissertation  contains  a  statement  of  the  doctrine 
of  chemical  attraction,  as  it  was  then  received  in  the 
schools  of  medicine,  and  is  a  proof  that  he  was  at  once  an 
admirer  and  an  imitator  of  TuUy. 

After  having  travelled  on  the  Continent,  he  returned 
to  London,  and  from  thence  went  to  Edinburgh,  where  he 
heard  the  lectures  delivered  in  the  University  by  Cullen, 
Black,  &c.  and  was  recognized  by  CuUen  as  the  son  of 
one  of  his  Glasgow  pupils. 

In  1787,  he  came  back  from  Edinburgh  in  company 
with  two  fellow-students,  Dr.  Audiberti,  who  was  at  that 
time  physician  to  his  Sardinian  Majesty,  and  Dr.  Henry 
Vaughan,  now  Sir  Henry  Halford. 

On  returning  a  second  time  to  London,  he  attended  the 
lectures  on  surgery  of  that  great  luminary,  Mr.  John 
Hunter;  but  was  soon  advised  to  erect  his  standard  at 
Rochester  by  Dr.  Saunders,  whose  pre-eminent  learning 
and  successful  practice  had  raised  him  to  the  highest  rank 
in  the  profession,  and  who  was  always  eagle-eyed  in  no- 
ticing such  of  his  scholars  as  were  neither  dissipated  by 
pleasure,  nor  relaxed  by  idleness. 

During  the  first  year  of  Dr.  Vaughan's  residence  at 
Rochester,  he  translated  into  English  the  Praelectiones 
AnatomicaB  of  Leber,  a  work  much  recommended  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  added  to  it,  in  the  form  of  notes,  a  System  of 
Physiology.  This  performance  he  dedicated  to  Dr.  Saun- 
ders in  a  style  of  affection  and  veneration  truly  filial.  He 
has  since  published  several  pamphlets  and  papers,  some 
of  which  are  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
liOndon,  in  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  &c. 

il('  v.as  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
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sicians  in  1792,  and  it  is  said,  that,  at  his  examinations, 
he  was  shewn  more  than  usual  attention. 

One  of  Dr.  Vaughan's  first  patients  at  Rochester  was 
the  Dean,  whom  he  cured  of  a  dangerous  fit  of  the  gout 
after  which,  he  enjoyed  a  large  share  of  that  enlightened 
and  amiable  man's  esteem,  and  was  admitted  to  a  close 
intimacy  with  him.  Nor  did  the  intimacy  languish,  when 
Dr.  Dam  pier  was  elevated  to  the  Bench  of  Bishops,  of 
which,  for  various  erudition,  universal  benevolence,  and 
exemplary  piety,  he  was  one  of  ti  e  brightest  ornaments. 
Even  to  his  death,  his  anxiety  for  Dr.  Vaughan  appeared 
on  every  occasion  ;  and  only  a  few  days  before  that  me- 
lancholy event,  he  spoke  to  him  with  an  earnestness  and 
a  delicacy,  which  can  never  be  forgotten. 

In  1795,  when  a  dysentery  raged  at  Rochester  and  in 
its  neighbourhood,  the  common  mode  of  treating  that  dis- 
ease failing,  Dr.  Vaughan  attacked  it  after  the  manner 
proposed  by  Dr.  Clark,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  in  his 
"  Observations  upon  the  Diseases  of  Hot  Climates ;"  and 
this  distinguished  physician  was  so  pleased  with  a  state- 
ment of  Dr.  Vaughan's  success,  which  was  conveyed  to 
him  by  the  Dean  of  Rochester,  that  he  requested  to  pub- 
lish it  entire  in  a  new  edition  of  his  book,  and  to  place 
Dr.  Vaughan's  name  in  its  title-page. 

Dr.  Vaughan  has  the  satisfaction  to  retain  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  some  of  his  first  patients,  perliaps  all  the  sur- 
viving ones,  who  can  judge  of  his  talents.  And  although 
his  situation  is  unfavorable,  as  affording  few  incitements 
to  his  industry,  from  the  perpetual  change  of  its  inhabit- 
ants ;  yet  he  may  boast  of  the  friendship  of  Sir  George 
Baker,  Dr.  Pitcairn,  and  Dr.  Reynolds,  among  those  who 
are  no  more,  and  of  Sir  Henry  Halford,  Dr.  Saunders,  &c. 
among  those  who  are  still  alive ;  he  may  boast  that  Sir  H. 
Halford  now  deservedly  in  the  first  practice  in  the  me- 
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Iropolis,  and  ecjoyino^  tbe  confidence  of  the  Royal  family, 
commmitted  his  near  relations  to  his  care,  during  a  short 
residence  at  Leicester,  and  that  be  expressed  his  fall  ap- 
probation of  his  successfiil  treatment  of  them. 

Dr.  Vauj^han's  father  was  a  respectable  physician  at 
Frome,  where  he  lived  many  years  after  the  decrepitude 
of  aje  had  rendered  him  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  profession. 

From  the  above  sketch  of  Dr.  Vaughan's  professional 
progress,  we  may  justly  conclude  that  he  is  a  man  of  an 
enlightened  mind  and  an  acute  understanding,  that  he 
possesses  talents  as  a  scholar  and  physician  from  the  spe- 
cimens he  has  given,  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  he  has 
not  made  more  puhlidi/  known,  and  that  he  wants  only 
the  advantages  of  favorable  circumstances  to  stand  on  a 
par  with  the  first  names  of  the  day.     A  man  of  this  de- 
scription could  not  fail  of  succeeding  in  the  metropolis, 
where  his  professional  abilities  might  be  amply  rewarded, 
and  of  which  his  namesake  Sir  H.  Halford  has  set  him  so 
illustrious  an  example. 


DK.JOHX  HERDMAN, 

LICENTIATE  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  HIS  ROY.\L  HIGHNESS  THE 
DUKE  OF  SUSSEX,  AND   THE  CITY  DISPENSARY. 

Opinions  acquired  during  the  period  of  academical 
study,  become,  in  some  minds,  so  rivetted,  as  to  give  them 
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not  merely  a  predilection  for  them,  but  an  enthusiasm 
and  zeal  to  support  them,  and  where  faulty,  modifying 
them  so  as  to  obviate  the  reproach  they  may  have  ac- 
quired. Though  the  present  respectable  individual  has 
been  a  disciple  of  the  stimulant  system,  and  his  writings 
partake  rather  of  that  school,  yet  he  has  so  meliorated 
the  doctrines  of  his  master,  as  to  render  them  palatable, 
and  even  practical,  by  his  ingenuity. 

Dr.  Herdman  was  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  both  his  literary  and  professional  acquirements 
were  the  fruit  of  that  seminary.  His  views  at  first  were 
prudently  directed  to  a  secondary  branch  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  in  entering  upon  practice,  he  became  a  Member 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  his  native  city,  an 
establishment  not  only  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  re- 
spectable, but  one  which  has  the  rare  felicity  to  boast  that 
none  of  its  members  were  ever  publicly  guilty  of  empy- 
ricism  in  their  professional  conduct.  For  several  years, 
Dr.  Herdman  practis*^d  the  several  branches  at  Leith,  in 
the  neio-iibourhood  of  Edinburgh,  and  during  this  period 
he  published  some  of  his  works. 

Having  fortunately  rendered  himself  independent  by  a 
matrimonial  connexion,  and  perhaps,  at  the  same  time, 
disliking  the  practice  of  surgery,  especially  the  operative 
part,  which  has  been  the  case  with  a  Cullen,  and  many  of 
the  first  names  of  the  day,  he  took  a  degree  in  medicine, 
for  which  he  was  well  qualified,  and  determined  to  push 
his  career  in  the  metropolis.  He  accordingly,  soon  afler 
settling,  became  a  Licentiate  of  the  London  College,  and 
fixed  his  residence  in  that  part  of  the  city  where  mercan- 
tile respect  and  opulence  are  most  prominent.  He  was 
soon  elected  Physician  to  the  City  Dispensary,  one  means 
generally  employed  by  a  young  physician  to  acquire  con- 
nexion, and  though  his  practice  was  never  so  extensive 
as  many  others,  yet  it  was  respectable,  and  his  patients 
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were  attached  to  him,  and  had  a  confidence  in  his  judg- 
ment.    Dr,  Herdraan,  however,  like  most  men  of  superior 
minds,  thoUgh  he  was  fond  of  medicine  as  a  science,  de- 
spised it  as  a  trade.     His  conscience  was  delicate  on  this 
point,  and  he  could  not  agree  to  throw  in  more  medicine 
than  the  case  of  the  patient  actually  required,  not  what 
the  interest  of  the  apothecary  might  demand.     This  is  the 
fatal  rock  on  which  every  physician  will  split,  while  physic 
remains  on  the  present   debased   system.     The  College 
must  emancipate  themselves  from   the  trammels  of  the 
apotliecary,  before  they  can  act  on  those  liberal  and  scien- 
tific principles,  so  congenial  to  their  own  feelings  and 
sentiments.     Dr.  Herdman  found  himself  in  an  awkward 
situation  in  this  respect,  and  after  combating  prejudices 
unsuccessfully  for  a  few  years,  and  pointing  out,  as  far  as 
in  the  power  of  an  individual,  a  new  and  better  plan,  he 
took,  unfortunately,  a  disgust  at  the  profession,  and  trans- 
ferred his  views,  we  understand,  to  the  church,  his  con- 
scientious feelings  being  the  sole  and  honorable  cause  of 
this  step.     This  event  is,  in  some  degree,  to  be  regretted, 
as  during  his  professional  career,  he  has  shewn  a  laud- 
able zeal  for  improvement,  and  not  been  an  idle  or  indif- 
ferent member  of  the  College.     Dr.  Herdman's  first  work 
was  an  Essay  on  the  Principles  of  Animal  Life.     This  is 
a  subject  which  has  often  been  treated,  which  has  given 
scope  to  the  fertile  reign  of  ideal  theory,  and  which  remains 
still  that  great,  first,  and  unknown  principle  which  will 
ever  elude  human  research.    Dr.  Herdman's  work  is  equal 
to   any   that  has  appeared,    and  has  the  merit  of  being 
simpler  and  easier  understood  than  some   others.     This 
publication  was  followed  bv  a  work  on  the  Diseases  of 
Children,    written  with  a  popular  view,   and   therefore 
highly  commendable  from  its  philanthropic  principle. 
While  physician  to  the  City  Dispensary,  Dr.  Herdraan 
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•eeras  to  have  been  particularly  struck  with  the  littU 
benefit  that  is  derived  from  these  establishments,  as  they 
are  generally  conducted.  This  he  very  properly  attri- 
buted to  the  advantages  of  medicine  not  being  seconded 
by  the  co-operation  of  diet,  and  on  this  foundation  he 
drew  up  a  plan  for  a  new  institution,  which  should  blend 
these  two  requisites,  and  give  every  advantage  of  the 
hospital,  while  the  patients  were  not  carried  from  their 
own  homes  or  pursuits,  so  far  as  they  were  able  to  attend 
them.  This  plan,  which  certainly  deserved  a  trial,  did 
not,  however,  meet  the  encouragement  it  deserved,  and 
was,  therefore,  obliged  to  be  laid  aside;  but  it  shewed 
the  laudable  desire  of  Dr.  Herdman  to  give  the  efforts  of 
the  physician  every  proper  aid  to  ensure  success,  as  a  duty 
due  to  humanity  and  to  society,  no  less  than  to  the  profes- 
sion, whose  reputation  is  interested  in  the  result  of  their 
labors.  Dr.  Herdman  has  thus,  on  the  whole,  shewn  him- 
self a  man  of  energy  and  desert,  and  where  he  has  failed 
in  his  plans,  it  is,  perhaps,  more  a  loss  to  society  than  any 
particular  detriment  to  himself.  ,    * . 
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